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THE 

PREFACE. 



T was eafy to fee at the 
Clofe of the firft Volume of 
this Work, that the Subject 
was not exhaufted, whatever 
the Tradefman was ; and how 
compleat foever he was to be made by 
the intended Inftru&ions of the Author, 
and upon the Foot of the long Expe- 
rience of the Advifer, yet the Advices 
were not compleat, and much remained to 
be lpoken, every Way as ufeful and ab- 
folutely necefTary as what was faid be- 
fore. 

This Volume has gone thorough with 
the Work, and I doubt not will be found 
both as profitable and as entertaining as the 
other : As it is diftinguifti'd from the firft 
by the Nature of its Advices, fo 'tis di- 

A j refted 

118176 

Digitized by Google 




vi PREFACE. 

rc&ed in a differing Manner: The firft 
Volume particularly called for the Atten- 
tion of young Tradefmen in their Begin- 
ning, Introduction, and firft Steps in Trade, 
in order to make their Way iafe, their 
Going on eafy, and their End profperous. 

This' Part is directed as well to the 
old,' as to the young Tradefmen; it is to 
the Men of Bufinefs ; as well to the over- 
grown, as to the growing; the upper Oafs, 
jis well as the lower ; and it may be ablb- 
lutely ncceffary to both. 

While theTradefman is not above Tra- 
ding, he will find himfelf not out of the 
Need of Caution : Age in Trade has its 
trading Difeafes as^Well as Age . in Body, 
and may in proportion ftand in Need of the 
Phyfician ; and as ill Habits increafe, and 
grow fatal to Men in Years, and are hard- 
eft to cure, & i'i Habits in the Youth of 
Trade, grow upon the Tradefman as his 
Purfe thickens, and his Strength in Trade 
inxreafes, and ought to be well guarded 
againft. 

A young Tradelman has Dangers to 
Hum, and wife Meafures to learn, the Good 
or Evil of which are to himfelf ; the old 
well-thriven Tradefman, when, his Meafures 
are taken, and when he is over Head and 

Ears, 
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PREFACE vii 

Ears, as we call it, in getting Money, grows 
dangerous to himfelf, and to the whole 

Body of Tradefmen about him. 

« 

'T i s needful to warn them both ; the 
young againft the early Practice, and the 
old againft the full-grown Habit ; and the 
firft Part of this Work is adapted to both. 

The Length of the neceifary Advices 
has oblig'd me to leave out a very ufeful 
Chapter, which was addrefsM to both Kinds 
of Tradefinen, the Old, as well as the 
' Young : The Subjeft was againft that dange- 
rous Thing, which the wife Man calls ftrik 'tng 
Mgnds with a Stranger \ by which I mean, 
and lb did Solomon alfo, the Tradefmens 
being bound one for another. 

It is true, that as the particular Circum- 
ftances of Trade are now ftated, it is hardly 
% .poflible for Tradefmen to go through the 
World in their Bufinefs without being 
bound for one another; the high Duties, 
fuch as Excifes, Cuftoms, and the Number 
of Offices in the publick Revenue, obli- ' 
ging Men to get Bondfmen; the Govern- 
ment gives Credit, but requires Security, L 
and it leems abfolutely neceffary they 
Ihould do lb ; and this in fome Things 
^ makes my Advices be given with the more 
; Caution j but let it be upon what Occafion 

A 4 it 
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it will, the Tradefraan ought to be very 
wary of engaging himfelf. 

♦ * 

Three Things every Tradefman ought 
to confider before he ftrikes Hands with a 
Stranger, that is, before he is bound for 
another. 

v i. Whether he is able to pay the Debt ; 
for he that is bound for a Debt, muft 
expect to pay the Debt. 

%. That when he binds himfelf for his 
Friend, he binds his Wife, Children, 
and Eftate, and brings them all into 
the Hazard. 

3. That hej?incb alio, all thofe innocent 
Tradefinen who deal with him, and 
perhaps truft him; who put their Eftates 
and Families, as it were, into his Hand, 
and who in Jufticc ought not to be em- , 
bark'd in the Rifque, or brought to run 
more Hazards than they are aware of. 

Would the confidering Tradefman give 
thefe three Heads their due Weight in his 
Thoughts when he is called upon to do the 
(fatal) kind Office of being Surety for his 
Friend, he would not be eafily drawn into 
any Snare on that Accounts 

There: 
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• 

There arefbmeDiftin&ions indeed which 
ihould be made in this Cafe, and Sureti- 
lhip lhould be divided into three Heads alfo : 

1 . Being Bail for Appearance : This indeed 
depends not upon the Tradefman's Abi- 
lity, but his Honefty ; for if the Bond 
be for a Debt, the Man may not be 
able to pay it ; and fo the Tradefman, 
who is bound may be obliged to pay 
the Debt, tho' the Man were honeft ; but 
if it be only Bail for Appearance, that 
he is always able to do if he be alive, 
and if he dies, the Obligation ceafesj 
lb that there is not the fame Hazard 
by a great deal. 

2. Being bound for the Honefty of a 
Perfon upon entering into publick Of- 
fices or Trufts : This alfo depends up- 
on the Integrity of the Man, not his 
Ability ; and though it be more dan- 
gerous than the iirft, yet not equally 
with the laft. 

3. But the laft is downright Suretiftiip 
for the Debt ; and the Tradefman ought 
never to do it, unlefs, as above, his 
Circumftances are fuch, that he can 

/ pay the Debt without Hazard to his 
Credit or to his Creditors. 

> I 
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I could not but mention this here, ha- 
ving been prevented from fpeaking at large 
to it, in its proper Place, for want of Room. 

The latter Part of this Work may ferve as 
a Plan of the Inland Trade of Great Bri~ 
tain\ the Title is an Index of the Work; 
its Ufes are general, and it concerns the 
younger as well as the elder Tradefmen; 
the Tables, the Calculations, and the Con* 
clufions are equally needful and uieful to 
them all, and I could not think the Work 
cofnpleat without them. 

The whole Defign is now perfected; 
the World will fee no more Volumes upon 
this Subject ; our Bufincls being not to 
multiply Books, but to make the Advices 
compleat, that they may make the Tradef- 
mcn io, 

FareweL 
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INTRODUCTION. 



m 



Itherto wc have talkM in a Dia- 
led fuited to the young Tradef- 
man, to whom the Subject was 
more immediately direaed, and 
given Advices, as the Circum- 



ftances of young Beginners might be fup- 
pofed to want it. 

At the firft Entrance into Trade, the 
Tradefman, like a young Commander of 
a Ship, launching into the Ocean for a 
long Voyage which he had never been be- 
fore, ftiould look out for skilful Affiftants, 
as the Captain take experienced Mates, 
and, if need be, a good Pilot, that knows 
the Coaft, to ftand to him, and give him 

B good 
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good Dire&ion, when he comes to make 
Land ; to defcribe the Bearings, try the 
Depths, and other Difficulties which ufually 
occur in fuch Gales. 

Our former Work has been recommend- 
cd as a Pilot or Guide to the young Trades- 
men of this Iflandj and as it was no more 
than what was extremely wanted among 
them, fo they cannot fuggeft that it has not 
been fignificant ; wortlf my undertaking, 
and their Acceptance ; nothing of the like 
Nature having been attempted before j 
it muft be acknowledged then to be ufeful, 
unlefs they that fuggeft otherwile will firft 
tell us that the Tradefmen of Great, 
tain are an inconfiderable Braf^j} ,*off * our 
People, a Clafs whofe Significance is not 
much, their Number fmall, and their Pro- 
fperity of little Importance to the whole 
Body of the Nation. 

But they muft be extremely ignorant of 
the State of Commerce in this Nation, and 
of the Number and Weight of the Tradefl 
men among us, who would venture to lay . 
fo ; for that though it is true I confine my 
whole Difcourfe to the Tradefmen concerned 
in our Inland Trade only, which they call the 
loweft Clafs, and the meaneft of the trading 
World, next but one Degree above the la- 
bouring Poor, yet I muft lay this Obje&ion 
in their Way, viz. that as low as they may 
v or can fappofe them to be, they are the 

moft 
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moft eflential to the Trade itfelf, the moft 
confiderable in Number, and employ among 
them the largeft Share of the Capital 
Stock of the whole Kingdom, having alio; 
without Comparifon, the greateft Share of 
Credit : Let us join Iflue then upon that 
Point, and examine the Particulars. 

It would be hard, indeed, to make a Guefs 
at the Numbers of thofe I call Tradefmen, 
as they are defcribed in our former Volume, 
and to whom that Difcourfe and this is to be 
dire&ed, and who are employed in the In- 
land Trade of this Nation : I'll firft give you 
a new Defcription of them in a few Words. 

1. They are to be underftood to contain 
all thofe People through whofe Hands 
the Produce and Manufafture of Great 
Britain pals for Sale from their being 
finiflied, and fitted for the Market to 
their immediate Confumption or Expor- 
tation ; the Wholefale Tradefmen being 
the firft Buyer, and the Retale Shop- 
Keeper the laft Seller of all the faid 
Produce and Manufa&ure. 

2. All f hofe Tradefmen who are likewife 
employed in buying Got>ds of foreign 
Growth, from the Merchant who is the 
Importer ; and felling them again as welt ~ 
by Wholefale as Retale, from one to 
another, how many Hands foever they 

B 2 may 
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may pafs through,whether to be manfac- 
tured or worn, till, as above, they come 
to the laft Confumer : Of all which I 
lhall fpeak at large in its Order. 

By the laft Confumer here is not merely un- 
derftood thole that eat or wear, and €o con- 
fequently conlume the Goods, whether the 
home Produce and Manufa&ure, or the fo- 
reign Importation ; but thole other Trades- 
men or Manufa&urers, who, in their ordinary 
Employments and Bufinefs, ufe up and em- 
ploy thofe Goods as Materials, or ablblutely 
neceflary Articles in the making, or manufac- 
turing, or preparing other Goods. For Ex- 
ample: 

First the Wool is carried from Place to 
Place before it comes to the Manufacturer, 
and is made the Subject of Trade in two or 
three Capacities, viz. from the Farm to the 
Wool-Stapler, or from the Butcher to the 
Fell-Monger ; from thofe again to this or 
that Market, and fometimes to feveral ; then 
to the Wool-Comber, and at laft is bought by 
the Woollen Manufa&urer, by whom it is 
■brought to the Confumption : For there is an 
End of its Species as Wool ; it no longer bears 
its own Name, but is loft in the leveral Names 
of the Manufa&ure into which it is con- 
verted. 

So the Oil imported from Seville Lif- 
bon, Cadiz, Gallipoli, and leveral other 

Places, 
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Places, or m^de at our own Oil-Mills, 
and the Train Oil brought from New Eng- 
land, Newfoundland, Greenland, Gfr. is all 
loft in the Hands of the faid Manufacturers ; 
they are properly the laft Confumers. 

The feverai Drugs and Dye-Stuffs, fuch as 
Dying Woods, Braziletto, Nicaragua Wood, 
Logwood, Fuftick, Shumach, and the like ; 
the Red Earth, the Lichen, the Gums, 
the Gauls, Cochineal, Indico, Woad, and 
abundance of other Things both of our 
own and foreign Growth, which are the Sub- 
jed of Commerce, and very conliderable Ar- 
ticles of Trade, are loft in the Dye-Fat, 
and the Dyer is to them the laft Coflfiimer: 
The like of Painters Colours, which include 
abundance of curious Things, the Produc- 
tions both of Nature and Art. 

The like alio of Drugs ufed in Medicine, 
theFurniture of theLabaratories of the Learn- 
ed, the Materia Medica of the Phyfician's 
Pra&ice, the Fundamentals of all Pharmacy, 
and the Affiftants to Art, whether in Phy- 
fick or Surgery, the Chymift and the Gale- 
nift, the Surgeon and Apothecary, are the 
laft Confumers; and all Perfons, through 
whofe Hands thofe Things pals by way of 
Sale^ either from the firft Grower or Planter 
of them at home, or the Importer of them 
from abroad, are what I properly call Trades- 
men. For Example ; 

B 3 The 
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The Dye Stuffs are bought from the Mer- 
chant Importer by the Salter ', he is the 
Tradefman ; he fells fome of them to 
the Country Shop-Keepers, and they arc 
Tradefmen in that particular Article; 
for of thofe the Dyers buy them, who 
the laft Confumers. 

The Drugs are bought from the Merchant 
Importer by the Druggift, and by him 
fold to the Chymift, or to the Apothe- 
cary, the Surgeons, and the Phyficians, 
fuch of them (at leaft) as make up any 
Medicines, Salves, or other Prepara- 
tions of their own; and thefe are the 
Tradefincn in thofe particular Cafes: 
r and fo of the reft. 

But ordinarily the laft Confumer of every 
Species in Trade, is the Perfon who buys by 
Retale for his own or his Family Ufe, fuch 
Things either for eating, drinking, wearing, 
or ufing, as are never to pafs any farther in 
Sale. 

Likewise the Perfon who, as a Mer- 
chant or Adventurer, buys for Exportation, 
and for Confumption in foreign Parts, fo 
that it is no more expofed to Sale, or 
paffes through any other Hands trading in 
this Ifland or Country : Thefo are indeed 
the laft Confumers, as to HSj and are at 
the End of the Inland Commerce, as much 

if thev were the Confumers of thofe Goods 
themielves, Now. 
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Now all the People thus concerned be- 
tween the two Extremes, between the Growth 
and the Coniiimptton cr Exportation of the 
Goods, are properly the Tradefmen I am 
fpeaking of. If any Man will call thefe by 
the Diminutives I have mentioned above, 
fuch as People of a low Figure, a mean 
Oafs, tew in Number, and of no Impor- 
tance, let them, before they go on too faft, 
tell us, if them can, how many they are j not 
how many in proportion to others^, but how 
many Thoufands, nay, how many hundred 
Thouland they are ; and then let them calcu- 
late the Weight they bear in Trade, and the 
Confequence they are of to the reft of the 
Nation : Let them tell us fomething, if they 
can ; for no Man can give a full Account 
of it, 

1. Of the Stocks they employ, and the 
Wealth and Subftance that is in their 
Hands. 

a. Of the Credit they give, and how ma- 
ny Thoufands of other Families are to 
trade under them, and live upon them, 
being fupported and made able to carry 
on their feveral Employments, by the 
Afliftance of the Shop-Keepers and 
Tradefinen, with whom they deal : 
How they truft the Manufa&urer for 
Wool, for Oil, for Metals, and even for 
Tools to work with : How they truft 

B 4. even 
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even the Merchant for what he exports, 
and often take his Imports, which are 
the Returns for the lame Goods, in pay* 
ing for the Credit given* 

Thefe two Articles alone make the Impor- 
tance of the Inland Tradefmen be out of 
queftion great, and reprefent them in general 
as the moft confiderable People in the whole 
Kingdom, I mean as to the Trade of the 
Kingdom. 

How do all that infinite Number of Pecn 
pie employed under them in Carriage of 
Goods only from Place to Place, depend en- 
tirely upon them; the Tradefmen are the 
Matters, who keep fb many Thoufands of 
Men, Horfes, Carriages, Waggons, Carts, 
Boats, and Ships employed, and all the la- 
bouring Employments depending upon thefe 
Carriages. 

N. B. By Ships and Boats, here I am to 
be underftood, only fiich VefTels, of all 
Sorts,as are employed injthe River Navi- 
gation, and the Coafting Trade of Great 
Britain^ not concerning the Ships of the 
Merchants employed abroad in it at all, 
though the Inland Tradefmen are the 
Life even of the merchandifing Part 
itfelf alfo. 

It 
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It is fcarce poflible to make a Calcula- 
tion of the Money expended yearly in this 
Kingdom, in the Charge of carrying and 
recarrying Goods from Place to Place : Firft 
from the Tradefinan to the Manufacturer j 
then from the Manufacturer to the Markets 
and Fairs, I have heard that there has been 
paid above fifty thoufand Pounds for the 
Carriage only of Goods to and from Stur- 
bridge-Fair in the Time of one Fair only : 
I do not vouch the Calculation, but I mull 
fay, I believe it is fometimes with the leaft. 

If the like Calculation was to be made of 
the Money paid yearly fbrCarriage to and from 
this City of London only, fuppofe it drawn 
but from fbme particular Trade, what an im- 
menfe Sum would it amount to ? For Ex- 
ample : The Freight paid annually to Veffels 
employed to bring Corn, Meal, Malt, Sy- 
der, Fruit, Coals, &c. to the City, what an 
Article might it be called, and how afto- 
niftiing would it be to a Stranger, if it could 
be fairly reprefented ? The Number of Vef- 
fels of all Sorts, their Value, the Trades 
employed in building and fitting them out, 
and in their continual Supplies, Repairs, and 
the Number of Men in failing and mana- 
ging them ; and all by the Inland Trades- 
men : Of which you will fee a farther Ac- 
count given in this Work, and fbme probable 
Calculations alio. 

I. The 
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[. The Barges and Luggage-Boats em-, 
ployed in the Thames above Bridge, 
as 'tis called, including only thofe on 
the River Lea below Bridge, all gene- 
rally employed in bringing Malt, Meal, 
Timber, Fire-Wood, Cheefe, Paper, 
and other bulky Goods, from feveral 
Coyntries adjoining to thofe Rivers, 
and carrying back Coals, Salt, Iron, 
Lead, Oil, Tar, Hemp, Dyers Stuff, 
and the like heavy Goods ; as alfo Gro- 
cery of all Kinds, for the Ufe of the 
Country Shop-Keepers, called Traded 
men. 

i. The Coafting VefTels of all Kinds em- 
ployed from the Northern and Wes- 
tern Coafts of England., exclufive of 
Newcajile and Scotland, North, and of 
Cornwall^ Wales j and Ireland^ Weft ; 
whole Loading is generally delivered 
at Bear-Key St. Katherine's, and the 
Bridge-Houfe. 

3. The Coal-Ships and Corn-Ships from 
Newcaflle, and the Coaft of Scotland, 
and from Wales and Ireland to London, 
importing Coals_, Salt, Fifti, Butter, 
Cheefe, Culm, Rock Salt, Block Tin, 
Copper Ore, Tallow, Linnen, ancL 
Syder. 

4. The Fifhing VelTels for the fame Con- 
fumption, only fuch as in the Seafbn 

bring 
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bring Oyfters, Cod, Lobfters, Sprats, 
Macrael, and Herring, to Billing/gate. 

If it was poUible to make a Calculation 
of thefe Things, we might from them, as 
the Painter from the Foot of Hercules^ 
draw ibme probable Eftimate of this Trade 
called Inland, alfo of the Number and Im- 
portance of thofe People I am fpeaking 
of, called Tradefmen, of the Bufinels they 
do, and the Return they make in Trade: 
But how ftiall it be done? The very Freight 
of Coals, including that of the Keels, which 
load them at Newcaftle y and the Lighters, 
Carts and Horfes, Boats and Barges, which 
unload them, and carry them on to the laft 
Confumer, is fuppofed to amount to at lea ft 
3 foooo /. per Annum^ for the River oiThames 
and the Countries adjacent only : And what 
elfe fliould raife the Value of the Coals be- 
tween the Coal-Pit whence they come, and 
the Chimney, where they end from four 
Shillings per Chaldron to Thirty, and in 
many Places to forty or fifty Shillings per 
Chaldron. 

If the Carriage of Coals only runs thus 
high, what muft all the Corn-Trade, Malt- 
Trade, and the other Particulars mentioned 
above, backward and forward, neceflarily 
amount to ; of which, to fay no more, we 
may conclude, that the Money expended in 
the mere Carriage of Goods, to and from, for 
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the Inland Commerce and Confumption of 
this Ifland, amount at leaft to two Millions 
fer Annum \ and what muft then the Value 
of the Goods themfelves amount to ? 

Should I defcend to the Particulars of 
Land Carriage, and the Water Carriage on 
the Weft, and Middle Parts of England* 
the Navigation of the Severn and IVy'e y 
the Trent * the Humber^ the Ouje, the 
Tare * and all the Rivers which are na^- 
vigable into and out of them; the Coafting 
Trade on the Side of fVales y and the Brijial 
Channel and the Coal-Trade of Swanzy 
and Whitehaven^ it would fliew us a little 
the Magnitude of the Britijb Home-T^ade, 
and, by confequence> how confiderable the 
Tradefmen of this Illand are ; for that's the 
Point I am now dire&ing myfeif to. 

The Number of Horfes and Carriages 
for the carrying Goods to Fairs, and tq 
and from the Sea-Ports and navigable Ri- 
vers, it is lb prodigious a Thing, that if the 
Trade itfelf, and the Tradefmen which ma- 
nage it, were not incredibly great and confi- 
derable, beyond expreffing, what could it be 
fupported by ? 

Let no Man then pretend to tell us the 
Tradefmen of Great Britain are a mean 
and inconfiderable Clafs of Men, and of 
fmall Importance in the Affair of Commerce : 
It is moft certain, that the greateft Stroke 
of Trade in the whole World is carried on 

under 
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under their Hands, and by their Stocks : They 
are the Life of all the Inland Trade of the 
Nation : The whole Manufa&ure and Pro- 
duce goes through their Hands : They are 
in all their Circumftances beyond our Cal- 
culation : In their Number monftrous, and 
beyond all Conje&ure : In their Subftance, 
yet infinitely more, and beyond all Account : 
As alfb in the Credit they both give and 
take for the carrying on the faid Commerce. 

As they are then fb confiderable a Body, 
and really much more then I have or can let 
forth in Writing, it is not of fmall Import 
to fpeak to them by way of Inftru&ion : The 
ill or well Government of fuch a Body of 
People muft be of Confequence to the pub- 
lick Intereft ; the evil or good Management of 
fuch a Weight of Bulinefs muft have a great 
deal depending upon it j the Confequence of 
aoy general Miftake, and of any falfe Steps 
taken in an Affair which the whole Com- 
munity of Trade muft be fb much concerned 
in, muft be very great. 

A vulgar Error, generally efpoufed in fiich 
a Cafe as this, and in carrying on fiich a 
Commerce, may at any Time be fatal to the 
whole Commerce ; at lcaft, any Thing uni- 
verfally efpoufed among them, is either ex- 
ceedingly to the Good and Advantage of the 
whole Body, or to their Damage and Lofs. 

A Mifearriage here is in Commerce, as a 
Plague or Infe&ion is in the State of Health, 

dangerous 
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dangerous and deftru&ive to the whole Body* 
and may be as fatal in Proportion : For Ex-; 
ample ; any Stagnation of Credit, any Alte- 
ration of Coin, any publick Tax imprudent- 
ly laid upon this or that Branch of the Trade 
where it is rival'd by Foreigners : How do 
fuch Things fpread their Influence through 
the whole Body, and give a Wound not to 
this or that Tradefman in particular, but to 
the whole Article of Trade in general ? 

How did the Advance of the Rate of Gui- 
neas, fo long ago as the Year i6$f. give 
a Shock to the whole Trade, and to all the 
Manufa&ure of Britain ? And had it not 
been prudently check'd, and provided againft 
by the Parliament immediately following, 
how would it have brought an immenle 
Wealth out of the publick Stock of the Na- 
tibn into the Hands of Foreigners. For Ex- 
ample; 

An Ounce of Gold coft from three Pounds 
eighteen Shillings to four Pounds ; at laft y 
came to four Pounds five Shillings in HoU 
land or France : This being lent over hither, 
and coined into Guineas, at thirty Shil- 
lings, immediately yielded fix Pounds ; with 
this fix Pounds cofting four Pounds, that 
Dutch Man or Foreigner going to Market, 
bought as many Englifh Manufactures as the 
Englijb Merchant could buy for fix Pounds, 
really cofting fix Pounds Sterling; confequent- 
ly when thefe Goods came to Market, fuppofe 

a! 



Digitized by Google 



Introduction. 15 

at Cadiz or Lisbon, that Hutch Merchant 
was able to fell as cheap, with 25 fer Cent* 
Gain, as the Englijb Merchant could fell with 
ay fer Cent. Lofs. 

This is a plain Cafe ; and had it gone on, 
the 'Hutch would in a little while have goc 
all the Britifb Manufa&ure into their Hands 
for nothing, and the Englijb Merchant abroad 
muft have been undone, and in the End the 
Manufacturer alio. 

I could give Inftances of other publick 
Difafters, which, when they fall upon Trade, 
are to it as publick Calamities are to a Na- 
tion : And this is the Realbn why feafonable 
Advices to Tradefmen are from being low- 
priz'd, or to be efteemed needlefs or imper- 
tinent ; when the greateft Dangers are in 
View, the moll early Councils are and ought 
to be efteemed friendly and valuable. 

Not that I affume the Station of an In- 
ftrudfcor to all the Tradefmen of Great Bri- 
tain ; but lomething may poflible be laid, 
which all the Tradefmen in England may 
pick ufeful Things from, and apply to 
proper Purpofes for the general Good : 
The wifer Tradefmen will make good ufe of 
thofe Advices, which they have the leaft 
occafion for; and the reft will both find oc- 
cafion for them, and make ufe of them 
with Prudence tor their own Advantage. 

But 
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But our Undertaking wants no Excufes, 
Ho Flourifties ; it is dirc&ed chiefly to Peo- 
ple who, being young in Bufinels,and newly 
venturing upon Trade, cannot have any Pre-^ 
tencc to be above Dire&ions : Such as not 
being grown Compleat Tradefmen, are in the 
Way for it, and cannot but want Direftion 
in their Way. 

To fiich what is paft has been dire&ed, 
and they have accepted the Good-will of it^ 
and given Teftimony to the Weight of the 
Advices* 

We are now turning the Tables, and 
talking to the Tradefmen in another Capa- 
city : Before I dire&ed them how to thrive 9 
I am now telling them how to behave when 
they are thriven j how to improve upon their 
Improvement; grow rich after they are 
grown rich ; and to aft in the Shape and Ap- 
pearance of eftabliihed Tradefmen already 
thriven* 

There are Meafures ft ill wanting for the 
Tradefman, even after he is grown rich: 'Tis 
never too late to give him due Caution to de- 
iervehis Chara&er, preferve the Reputation he 
has got,and keep his Money. I have given you 
great Examples of the Mifcarriages of thofc 
in Trade, who once thought themlelves as 
much above the World as any Tradefmen 
now in Great Britain can do, who thought 
themfelves out of the Reach of Difafter, 
above the Shocks of Fortune, above the 

Fear 
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Fear, or even the Poffibility of a Blow : 
How many fuch have I feen come down, 
• even till they became below Contempt. 

The Tradefman, as he is never out of 
Danger of being overborn in his Commerce, 
lb he is never out of the Danger of a Blow 
to his Credit ; and for both thofe Rcafbns can- 
not be out of the Reach of good Council. 

You will be apt to fay in Contempt of 
this, that they are out of Danger of a Wound ; 
they are ftanch, and fear nothing, and there- 
fore 'tis good Council to them to defy Dan- 
gers diftant or prcfent; and in Cafes of real 
and prefent Dangers, to be as bold as if they 
were all diftant. 

One of the greateft Dangers attending 
a thriving Tradefman, is, left he fhould do 
fome little weak Thing to adventure his 
Credit, or lbme grofs and foolilh Thing to 
endanger his Stock. I have here given Exam- 
ples where the greateft and beft-afTur'd have 
mifcarried ; and we Ihall fee 'tis yery eafy. 

The Account I have given in this Work of 
the Magnitude of our Commerce, is an Argu- 
ment to confirm this Danger : There are Ad- 
venures in the Britifb Trade, too big for any 
Man's fingle Head, and too big for any Man's 
fingie Strength ; too great for the Grafp of 
their Eftates, let them be what they will ; 
and the rich overgrown Tradefman has as 
much need to be cautioned to keep within 
Compafs, and to avoid Projects and Projec- 
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tors, as any the pooreft and youngeft Head 
of them all ; and in one Refpeft more, name- 
ly, that the higher his Leap, the greater his 
Fall; the more his Adventure, the more 
Danger of his Mifcarriage. 

Again, the rich well-increafed Trades- 
man , as he has a great Stock in Trade, lb 
he has a great Fund of Credit; and he ought 
to be more cautious than another Man, how 
he docs any Thing to leffen his Chara&er, 
and wound his Credit. 

They fay of young Surgeons, they will 
make defperate Attempts, pufti at all, and 
lometimes do great Cures by thofe enterpri- 
fing Things, when a long-experienced, rich, 
eftablifti'd Surgeon will not offer at them, 
will not meddle or venture upon fuch Things, 
becaufe he will not hazard his Reputation, 
and bring his Credit upon the Stage in cafe 
of a Mifcarriage. 

If the eftablilhM Tradefinan is then in 
Danger ; if he wants to be caution'd in the 
great Article of his Reputation ; if it is eafy 
for the bigeft to graip beyond his Reach, 
and, like MilOj in Preemption of his 
Strength, be faften'd in the Cleft till he is 
devoured ; then this fecond Volume of Di- 
rections to the Compleat Tradefinan, is as 
much to the Purpofe as the fir ft, and in lome 
refpect more, becaufe the People this is di- 
rected to are infinitely of more Conference 
in cafe of a Difafter. 

A 
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A Tradefinan, like a great Tree in a 
thick Wood, if he falls, he is fure to crufli 
a great deal of the Under- Wood which lies 
within the Reach of his Boughs and Branches. 
A young Tradefinan mifcarries, and it reaches 
but a little Way j a few Creditors are affed- 
ed, and fbme Hurt is done: But if the over- 
grown Tradefinan falls , he fliakes the Ex- 
change r , as we call it ; he dips deep among 
other Tradefinen j he pulls down here half 
a Dozen, and there half a Score ; and they 
pull down others, and, like rolling Nine- 
pins, they tumble down one another. 

The Fall of a great Tradefinan is a Shock 
even to the Trade itfelf; he finks every 
Man about him : As his Credit was good, 
fo his Debts are large j if he owes Mo- 
ney, 'tis not by Hundreds, but by Thou- 
fands, which ftrikes deep into the Pro- 
fperity of all round about him, and the 
whole Trade is faid to fuffer by him : He 
pulls down Families ; and if twenty Top- 
ping Tradefinan fall with him, as is fbme- 
times the Cafe, thofe twenty may bring down 
every one two or three more, and lb on, 
the Deftru&ion is endlels. 

It is not, therefore, for nothing that I 
dired my firft Cautions to thefe great Tradef- 
men; much lefs is it a ufelels Argument, 
that I begin to ufe with them, viz, to infill 
upon their Honefty : Honefty is never out 
of Seafbn to a Tradefinan ; but more eflfen- 
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tial when he is grown great and rich, than 
even at his Beginning. At firft we £ay there 
is no Fear of him; he dares not be a 
Knave ; his Stock of Credit being juft in its 
Rife, and the Foundation but juft laying, 
he cannot but know that the lcaft unfair 
A&ion expofes him at once, and he is 
blown up and gone. 

But when the Tradcfinan is thriven, and 
grown rich, his Chara&er eftablifli'd, and 
his Credit paft Danger, then he can ad, as 
we lay, fecure, and take greater Liberties 
then he durft do before : Then is the Tryal 
of his Principles, as an honeft Man, and 
then indeed is the moft Danger of his being 
a K--— . 

'Tis hard, you'll fay, that a Man fhould 
be in moft Danger of turning a Knave, when 
he has the leaft Temptation to it. When 
Men are poor, and are found guilty of little 
Prevarications and Infra&ions of Principle, 
.Necefiity and Poverty is the Plea, and palTes 
with fbme People for an Excufe ; though, by 
the Way, it is no more fb, than Poverty is 
a Plea at the Old Baily y for committing a 
Robbery or a Burglary. 

But when we are fpcaking comparatively, 
'tis certainly a juft Way of arguing, that a 
poor Man has a ftronger Temptation, and 
may be the more an Objeft of our Pity, 
when he makes a Slip, becaufe his Diftrefs 
was great : He has perhaps a Family, and 
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Us Circumftanccs are low j the Temptation 
ftrong, the Neceflity great, and who knows 
what he might do in this Cafe ? 'Tis a hard 
Thing to fee a Family ftarve, and having a 
Loaf of Bread in his keeping, entruftcd with 
him by a Neighbour, refufe to cut it, be- 
caufe it was not his own; and where that 
honeft Man is, I muft confefs I do not know. 
But that's out of my Way at prcfent j I fhall 
touch it again prefently. 

But if the poor Man has no Excufe, 
much lefs has the rich : If he has nothing 
to fay but his Poverty, what has the rich 
Man to fay : To be rich is to be without 
Temptation ; the rich Tradefman may have 
the greateft Opportunity of being a K — , 
but he has much the leaft Temptation to it, 
or Excufe for it. 

And yet fo it is, every Station of Life 
has its Snar.es attending it, and every Degree 
of Bufincfi has its Invitation to do Evil : 



i . Neceflity tempts the poor Man. 
z. Avarice tempts the nch. 

It is true, they are both, to the laft Degree, 
jcriminal in yielding to the Temptation ; but 
the latter much more than the former ; for 
he is tempted by that which is in itfelf a 
Crime : 'Tis not criminal to be poor ; Ne^ 
cdfity is no Offence till it makes itfelf a 
Snare, and places iffelf in the *DeviPs £tead : 
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But Avarice is a Crime in its Nature; 'tis 
a <Devil in its very Kind) born of Hell, and 
infiifed in the very Soul itfelf: The firft is 
an Accident to the Man, a Circumftancc of 
Life, and comes from without ; but Avarice 
is within the Man; 'tis mingled, as we fay, 
with his Animal Life ; it runs in his Blood ; 
it has infinuated itfelf into his very Species, 
and he is truly, as the Text fays, drawn 
afide by his own Lufi^ and enticed. 

Now, fpcaking of Honefty in this Situa- 
tion, the rich Tradefman is tempted in a 
more violent Manner than the poor, and 
perhaps is equally unfortified againft the 
Attack, confequcntiy he is every Way as 
liable to fall into it. There are, for ought 
I know or fee, as many rich trading K — s 
as poor ones, and, in proportion to their 
Number, many more ; and it cannot, there- 
fore, be taken amifs, that I begin this Work 
with the Importance of this great Article of 
Trading Honesty. 

It is not lefs to the Purpofe, in fpeaking 
to the fiiperior Rank of Tradefinen, to ad- 
monilh them of that dangerous Article of 
Trading Tyranny; and that they ftiould 
avoid, as much as lies in them, making them- 
felvcs a Grievance in Trade, a Prejudice to 
the Commerce itfelf, as well as to their 
Neighbours ; 'tis certain that a rich well- 
thriven topping Tradefinen may be a Blef- 
fing to the Publick, as he is a Credit to it ; 

and 
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and he may carry on a great Trade, without 
being a Hindrance to others, efpecially if 
he will preferve the Title of a fair and ge- 
nerous Tradefman, that is, willing to let 
other Men live by him, and live with him 
in Trade. 

But if on the other Part he fets up to be 
an EngrofTer, that is to fay, an OpprcfTor 
in Trade ; if by the Strength of his Cun- 
ning, and the Strength of his Stock united, 
he commits Spoil, and, as it may be truly 
called, ravages the Trade, and runs down 
his Neighbours, he is not only fo far a pub- 
lick Grievance in Trade, but is not indeed 
an honeft Man; nor can he be called fb, for 
he is far from doing as he would be willing 
other Men ftiould do by him. 

However, I have touch'd this Point as 
gently as I could, allowing a needful Liber- 
ty to explain the Grievance, fo as to convince 
this Tradefman that it is really fuch ; that it 
is not a fair Way of Trading ; and that by 
this Practice he becomes an OpprefTor, in- 
deed, a Plunderer, a meer Trading Dragoon, 
and deftroys not the Tradeiman only, but 
the Trade itfelf. 

I have been told by lome People, on 
reading the firft Volume of this Work, that 
having never duly confidered the Thing it- 
felf in its full Latitude, as I have laid it 
down, they did not look upon the Inland 
Trade of Great Britain to be any Thing 
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fo confiderable as they now find it is ; that 
the Tradefmen, that is to fay, the Shop- 
Keepers and Warehoufe-Keepers of England^ 
were in their Opinion a mean Kind of Peo- 
ple, not lb confiderable either for their Num- 
ber, their Wealth, or their Ufefulnels, as 
they now find they are ; and that they thought 
my Work was accordingly of no great Im- 
port ance, 

For this Reafon I thought it was need- 
ful to let them fee in a clear Light, how far 
they are miftaken, and how apparent it is 
that the whole Weight of the Inland Corn- 
fierce of Great Britain is in the Hands of 
thefe People who I call Tradefmen^ how 
numerous and how confiderable they are ; 
upon which indeed the Importance of this 
Work will be abundantly feen. 

'Tis evident, when I dired my Work tq 
the Tradefmen of Great Britain^ and their 
fcveral Dependants, Servants, Journeymen, 
Apprentices, &c. I am talking to above two 
Millions of People, all living, as we may 
call it, at their own Hands, Trucking, Bar- 
tering, Buying, Selling, Turning and Twis- 
ting, this Way and that Way, ail the needful 
Subje&s of Commerce, and everyone pick- 
ing a Penny by them in their Paflage. 

Production and Confumption are the 
two great Extreams pf Commerce, as Gene- 
ration and Corruption are the two great Ends 
of Nature ; in a Word, as Beginning and 
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Ending arc the two great Extreams of all 
Things in the World, and even of the World 
itfelf 

I have therefore fpent a little Time to 
make the World feniible of the Magnitude ■ 
and Importance of this unknown and little 
confider'd Article of the Ettglifb Inland 
Trade, how and by what Means it is car- 
ried on and manag'd to fiich a Prodigy as it 
is; by which the Tradefmen will know, 
that it is not of a finall Concern to the Na- 
tion, that theirWay is direfted, and that they 
are told in a familiar, plain, but effe&ual 
Manner how they ought to guide their Af- 
fairs, and how to aft, fo as to be ufefiil both 
to their Country and to themfelves. 

Some Defcriptions of the Commerce itfelf 
may come in too of courfe; and are abfblutely 
necefTary to the forming in the Tradefman 5 
Mind right Notions and juft Ideas of what 
Part he is afting in the World ; of what Ufe he 
is, to his native Country j and how to proceed, 
fo that he may really be of Ufe to himfelf, 
and not become a Nufance or Offence either 
to Poor or Rich. . 

There are fbme trading Vices too touch'd 
at in this Work • which, though in relpeft 
tp the general Good, I found necefTary to 
mention, yet, in refpeft to the Perfbns of the 
Tradefmen in general, I have touch'd them 
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thap arc abfblutely needful, in order to a 
Cure. 

The rich Tradefman has his Faux fas 3 
and wrong Steps in his Conduit, as well as 
the poor, and the old Standard as well as the 
young Beginner ; perhaps the latter are not the 
eafieft to cure, any more than the former ; and 
yet at the fame Time they are not the leaft 
mifchevious in their Confequences, but the 
more by the Abilityof the Perlbns to do Hurt. 

The Defcriptions of the Britijb Trade, 
judged by the Proportion of its Appendixes, 
iiich as the Taxes that may or have be£n le- 
vy'd from it, the Expences of Freight and 
Carriage of their Goods, as well by Coafting 
and Frefti-watcr Navigation as by Land- 
Carriage, are Things which carry their own 
Evidence along with them ; and tho' they 
may not be fo intelligible to thofe who have 
not been long experienced in Trade, and 
mav not have had Occafion to look criti- 
cally into them, yet the more knowing Part 
of the Trading World will fee, that fome of 
the cleareft Views of the Magnitude of our 
Home Trade may be taken from them that 
are any other Way to be had. 

If it be true that the City of London 
only, befides Coals and Corn, two immenfe 
Articles of Land and Water Carriage, re- 
ceives every Year from the feveral Counties 
of Chefljire y IViltfliirej Gloucefler, and IVar- 
v?ck y lb many thoufand Ton of Cheefe, 

and 
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and lb many thoufand Firkins of Butter, 
bcfides what comes up in Pots, and fo 
many thoufand Hogftieads of Syder, and the 
like Proportion of other Things, the Car- 
riage of which I have fpoken of at length in 
its Place, what muft the Carriage of all 
the prodigious Trade in other Things amount 
to, moft of all the Manufa&urcs of England 
being brought by Land, and fome from 
a hundred and fifty to two hundred Miles ? 
and what muft the Return of that Trade it- 
felf amount to ? 

But I Ihall dwell no longer upon gene- 
ral Heads, or make Apologies for any Thing ; 
I begin with a Satisfaction that I lhall need 
no Defence for any Thing faid in this Book, 
and confequently no previous Excufes : 'Tis 
aim'd at the publick Good, evidently pur-* 
fues it through all its Parts, and will con^ 
vince all its Readers of it by the Confe- 
rence. 
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CHAP. L 

Of Honesty in Trade ; how rare to he 
found, how necefary for the promoting 
Commerce y what Scandal the Tradefrnen 
generally lie under > about it ; and what 
the Meaning of it is\ and how to be un- 
der flood, with a Word or two to diftin~ 
guijb the Kinds of it. 

E had occafion to mention fbme- 
thing of the Honcfty requir'd in a 
Tradefinan in the firft Volume of this 
Work ; but as it had a quite differ 
rent View from this, it is meet to make a 
farther Enquiry into it. 

Honesty is indeed a nice Article, and is 
not eafily to be dcfcrib'd ; 'tis much more talk- 
ed of than undcrftood ; more underftood than 
practised j and more pra&isM too, than en- 
couraged or accepted. It is well defcribM 
by one Author, to be a nice Plant, that grows 
in a barren Soil, and upon poor Ground : 
for where the Soil is jrich, and the Land en- 
cumbered with other Produ&ions, 'tis apt to 
be choak'd with the lpreading Leaves of 
other Plants, or be trod under Foot by the 
Workmen that come to take Care of other 
Things, It 
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It docs not thrive beft, indeed, among 
the Money-getting Part of the World, and 
therefore it may be, that it is not fo culti- 
vated and taken Care of among our Trades- 
men as it might be, and as it were to be 
wilh'd it had been ; in which Cafe we might 
perhaps have had a better Crop : But yet I 
may let you fee where it is nourifh'd too, 
with pretty good Succefs, even in Commerce, 
efpecially among our Home Traders, to 
their Honour be it fpoken j and 'tis to be 
hoped they will encourage others to fair 
Dealings too by their Example. 

Honesty, however delpicably fome fpeak 
of it, and however ragged and forlorn it may 
look at prefent among us, may have a Time 
to come in play again ; and tho' it feems to 
be dropp'd pretty much out of Trade ever 
fince the Year Twenty y when fo many honeft 

Men turn'd K , and Confidence was 

Bubble-ridden and Stock-jobb'd till it came 
under Par, yet Time may come, in fpite of 
Companies, and Companies of Sharpers, that 
Honejly may be able to appear upon Change 
again ; whether ever it may in the Alley, or 
not, I dare not fay. 

There are indeed a great many Preten- 
ders to Honefiy in the World, and a great ma- 
ny among Tradefinen too, as well as among 
other People \ and efpecially thofe who make 
a great Noile with their Honefty, who when 
they come to be examined a little more nar- 
rowly 
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rowly into the Particulars, it is eafy to difco- 
vcr they know nothing of the Matter ; and 
indeed, 'tis a Rule that feldom fails among 
Tradesmen, whether it is the fame with 
other People, or no, I will not determine, 
*viz. That they have not always the moft 
Honefyy that make the moft Noife about it, 
who talk moft of it, and feem to put the 
greateft Value upon it : As it is in Religion , 
They have not always the moft Affurance of 
Salvation, that fupport their common Affirma- 
tives with that ordinary, tho* extraordinary 
Expreflion, As I /jope to be fav'd; fo they 
do not fpeak moftTruth, that are always (wea- 
ring by their Troth ; nor have they the moft 
Honefty that are always boafting of it : Nay, 
if I may advife the Tradefman, I would re- 
commend it to him as a needful Policy, if 
it were no more, to leave off fwearing and 
blafting himfelf behind the Compter : As to 
the Religion of it, that's another Point; I 
am not fpeaking of it at this Time, nor are 
all Tradeimen fit to be talk'd to in that Man- 
ner. 

But as I am talking to Money-getting 
Men, who are pufhing their Fortunes, as 
I may call it, by Wholelale and Retale, I 
would advife them to abate that Part out of 
their Shop and W archoufe Rhetorick, upon 
this Account,w;s.That no Body believes them 
one Jot the more for it;, nor is it any Ad- 
vantage to them in their Bufinefs, or Credit 
to their Character. 3 Af- 
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Affirming Things in Trade upon the 
Faith of fiich Alfeverations, is bearing Wit- 
nefs to themfelves, and Hands for nothings 
and that which is Hill worfe, is, that it is lb 
often done to fupport Cheat and Fraud, and 
fo feldom in Aid of Truth, that it really leaves 
the Veracity of the Tradeiman much worfe 
than it found him ; and I muft needs lay, 
adds to the general Scandal upon Shop-Keep- 
ers, namely, That whatever they may in 
other Places, they are never to be minded 
behind the Compter ; that tho' you may be- 
lieve what they fay in another Place, you are 
not to believe what they fwear when they are 
there; fo that 'tis Part of the Art and My- 
ftery of the Profeflion, to fwear and forfwear 
in the Shop and the Warehoufe j and there's 
no Sin in it, for they could not live without 
it 

Hence comes that common Saying among 
fome People, who perhaps want Charity more 
than they wont Knowledge, That all Trade 
men are Knaves ; and 'tis abfolutely necel- 
fary they Ihould be fo ; that it cannot be 
otherwile ; that 'tis impoffible they ftiould 
be honeft Men ; and if they were not all 
Rogues, they would break, and be undone ; 
they could not live or get their Bread \ and 
the like. 

This is a terrible Attack upon the poor 
Tradefman \ and were it true, no honeft Man 
would put his Son Apprentice to a Tradefman 

upon 
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upon any Account whatever ; for who would 
bind his Child to the Devil? (for 'tis all 
one y ) who would put his Son Apprentice 
to that which muft of confequencc carry 
him to the ^Devil, and make a Knave of 
him unavoidably by the confequence of 
that Thing ? 

The Tradefinen tell you, indeed, to ex- 
cufe themfelves, that 'tis the Confequences 
of Trade ; that they are not fo as Men, or 
as in any of their other Conduft, but only 
as Tradefmen j that Trade is not to be car- 
ried on without Roguery : A Tradefman 
to be honeft, fay they ! 'tis againft the Na- 
ture of the Thing: They muft lye, and 
cheat, and cozen, or they could neither 
buy or fell ; 'tis a grand eflential Part of 
Commerce ; they that deal with them know 
it, and expeft it, and indeed are in part the 
Reafon and Occafion of it; nay, the Buyers 
are the AggrcfTors : Shew a Cuftomer a Piece 
of Goods^ 'tis natural for them to flight 
and difparage them : ^Tis naughty 'tis naught , 
fays the Buyer ; but when he goes away, he 
boafteth. Solomon j you fee, blames the Buyer 
more than the Seller j or rather than the Seller. 

Buying and Selling, as is obferved in 
the former Volume, is but a Piece of 
Jargon betvveeen the Shop-Keeper and the 
Cuftomer, giving one another the Lye for 
half an Hour together, in all the civil Lan- 
guage imaginable : One lays 'tis very good, 
3 and 
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and the other 'tis very bad ; and both Sides 
f wearing to what they fay, 'tis nothing but 
you lye y andyou lye: Indeed you lye, Madam ; 
and in Troth you lye, Sir ; and then they go 
on: And there's no buying or felling without 
it ; in a word, there's no keeping a Shop 
open without it : And where is the Honejty 
of it all the while? 

I confefs, if this Part were true ; I mean, 
that there could be no keeping the Shop open 
without it, then it would conlequently fol- 
low, indeed, as it is alledg'd, and the Tradef- 
man could not be an honeft Man ; that they 

were all K s and R — s j and that it 

could not be otherwife. 

But Thanks be to Virtue and good Mean- 
ing that Fad is not true ; 'tis certainly a Slan- 
der upon a Million of People in this Ifland, 
who, we have Realbn to believe, are as honeft 
as their Neighbours ; and I make no Qucf- 
tion, but it is as polfible for a Tradefman to 
be as honeft as any other Man, and yet to 
carry on his Trade too \ and I'll make it ap- 
pear to be lb, with allowing all that can be 
laid to the contrary. 

But pray take me right, and obferve, when 
I fay 'tis fojjible^ I do not deny but it is 
difficult ; a Tradefman may bean honeft Man, 
but I do not fay 'tis lb eafy to him to be fo, 
as it is for a Man out of Trade ; there are 
more Snares, more Obftruftions in his Way, 
and more Allurements to him to turn Knave, 

D - than 

- 
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than in any other Employment, that I will 
not dilpute. 

But then, the Argument is highly in his 
Favour, that as the Difficulty is the greater, 
the greater is his Praile, and the greater his 
Reward, and, which is to my prefent Purpofe 
in particular, the greater is the Value of him 
as to Men. An honeft Tradefinan is a Jewel 
indeed, and ought to be valued, and indeed 
is valued wherever he is found. 

Nor is it the Rarity only which makes 
a Tradefman of Integrity be valued fo much 
among his Neighbours : Befides, perhaps I 
am not fo much of the Opinion of the Rarity 
of them as fbme are ; but that, on the contrary, 
there are a great Number. But 'tis the Ufe- 
fulnefs of liich Tradefmen that renders them fo 
valuable : A Tradefman perfe&ly and nicely 
honeft, fincere, and without Guile, is one 
of the moft ufefnl Things in a Common- 
wealth, and which the Publick ftands often 
Times in great need of 

Am honeft Tradefmen is more capable of 
fervif'g his Country, either in a publick or 
a [.vivaix- Capacity, than almoft any other 
Man of d?.e fame Figure- He is neceflary 
o;: . - i -jiy Occaiions to the Government, to 
the People, to pubiick, to private Intereils ; 
cu\d indeed almoft to every Body, and to 
every Thing. 

But firft let us fpeak cf the Difficulty of 
a Tradcfman's being honeft : Ke has without 

Qiief- 
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Queftion more Obftru&ions to his Honefty, 
more Opportunities, and more Importunities 
to Knavery, than arc more within any other 
Station of Life j every Day clandeftine Ad- 
vantages of Trade offer themfelves to him, 
fecret Occafions to enrich himfelf, fiipplant 
his Neighbour, and put a Trick upon the 
World, for his private Advantage: The 
Wedge of Gold, and the Babyloui(b Gar- 
ment ftiew themfelves every now and then, 
as they did to Achan ; and he has a private 
Hint to take them, and hide them among 
his Stuff ; and 'tis hard for him to refift it. 
Here he can over-reach his Cuftomer, there 
Bite his Country Manufacturer j this Way he 
can impofe upon the Rich, there devour the 
Poor ; and as getting Money by all poflible 
(fair) Methods is his proper Bufinefs, and 
what he opens his Shop for, or keep his 
Warehoufe for, 'tis not the eafieft Thing in 
the World to diftinguifti between fair and 
foul, when 'tis againft himfelf 

Add to this, that when a Thing fomething 
doubtful happens in his Way, and he has an 
Opportunity to get Money, 'tis not very ea- 
fy for him to determine it to be difhoncft, 
againft himfelf ; and a Tradelman may be 
too apt to be partial to his own Intereft, and 
judge in his own Favour, 

This at leaft, as it expofes him to the Ha* 
zard of Difhonefty, fo he often bears the 

D % Cerv- 
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Cenfure of being difhoneft when he really 
was not fb. 

Besides this, it muft be acknowledged, 
that a Tradefman walks upon the Edge of 
the Precipice, and fbmetimes goes fb near 
the utmoft Brink, that to make a fmall Slip 
is almoft unavoidable ; and this gives the Oc- 
cafion of faying as above, that he cannot be 
honeft ; he is furrounded with others that arc 
not honeft, and they will reproach him towafh 
their own Chara&er, and rank him with them- 
j felves, if they can : As my Lord Rochefter 
fays of the Gamefters, there is no playing 
fair among them ; if you don't cheat as they 
do, they will fay you do, and that's the fame 
Thing, as he fays, 

If with known Cheats you* 11 play upon the 

Square, 

TouHl be undone. 

For Honefty*s aeainft all common Senfe ; 
Men muft be Knaves v, 'tis in their own 

^Defence. 

Nor will weak Truth your Reputation 
fave : 

The Knaves will all agree to call you 
Knave. 

If then you will turn the Words a little, 
and inftead of faying a Tradefhvan cannot be 
an honeft Man, that 'tis impoffible he fhould 
be honeft, and that all Tradefmen arc Knaves, 

you 
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you will exprefi it thus, That 'tis impoffiblc 
for a Tradelman not to be thought a Knave ; 
or that every Tradefman, or all Tradefmen, 
are thought Knaves, that is to fay, by fome 
or other; then it can hardly be contradi&ed. 

But 'tis the honeft Tradefman's Mercy; 
that to be a Knave, and to be call'd a Knave 
are oftentimes extremely different ; a Man 
may be under the Power of grofs Abufes ; 
ftrong Calumny attacks hii% and the Knaves 
all agree to call him Knave j and yet he may 
be truly and fincerely honeft for all that. 

This would lead me into a juft Exclama- 
tion againft the abhorrM Pra&ice of Calum- 
ny, raifing Clamour, and cafting Dirt at 
the Charafters of innocent Men, or taking 
Pleafure in blackening Mens Chara&ers for 
Trifles, and for fmall Matters, with the many 
other Excurfions of the Tongue, loading 
Men with Reproach, which they do not 
deferve. 

It is indeed an abhorr'd Pra&ice ; and yet we 
find is fb general, that 'tis hard to meet with 
a fpotlels Character ; 'tis difficult for a Man 
to aft ib as not to deferve Blame in any 
Thins:, and much more difficult not to bear 
the Reproach of it, whether he deferve it or no. 
Tradesmen walk, as I fay, on the Brink of Of- 
fence ; they muft fbmetimes fplit a Hair, as 'tis 
called, bet ween Innocence and Fault, between 
Honeft and Difhoneft; and who can do this, 

D 3 and 
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and not fall under Reproach on one Side oT 
on the other. 

To be honeft, therefore, ^nd to have the 
Reputation of it, as I faid above, are two 
Things, and vaftly different from one ano- 
ther : There may be, and I know there are, 
a great many Tradeimen that are nicely ho-> 
neft, intentionally fo, even to Perfection; 
for Intentional Honcfty may be perfed, what- 
ever a&ual Honefty may be : I fay I know 
many are lb Intentionally, and actually too, 
in their utmoft Endeavour : But the Knaves 
will never ceafe to call thciji all Knaves, as 
well as themfelves, and to brand them with 
the odious Title, whether juft, or no ; and 
while it is fo, how muft an honeft Man, that 
is really fo, demean himfelf ? how fliall he 
be able to walk, and ad, and preferve him- 
felf? 

When I fay preferve himfelf, I muft ex- 
plain the Meaning of it a little, or I fliall not 
be underftood. A Tradefman has two Arti- 
cles which are and ought to be his particu r 
lar Care to preferve in the World ; and by 
preferring them, he preferves himlelf. 

j. His Character, 
2. His Property. 

To preferve both together is exceeding 
difficult, and fometimes impoflxble j a cla- 
mouring noify impertinent Man, but not a 

Tradelman 
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Tradefman, nor of his own Profcfiion, quar- 
rels with him unjuftiy, abufes, infults !ii rn, 
I mean in his Bufincfs ; demands fuch and 
fuch Things which are not his Due to de- 
mand, or the other Man's Due to pay ; the 
honeft Man is in a Strait ; if he yields it, 
he gives up his Right, wrongs his Family i 
wherefore he infills upon it, and defends him- 
felf, and he cannot be honeft to himfelf, if 
he does not ; this is frejerving his Proper- 
ty ' y why then, he is called a Knave, a Cheat, 
a Rogue, and all Trade finen are the Jame \ 
and thus the general Slander begins. 

Again, it is unavoidable but that where 
there is fuch a prodigious Number of Tradefl 
men, as there are in this Nation, and fuch 
an infinite Variety of Difputes, and Cafes 
which happen among them ; their Bufinefs and 
Number, not being to be calculated or exprei- 
fed, much lefs to be guefs'd at ; I fay it is un- 
avoidable, but that there mull happen alio 
abundance of Difputes, Quarrels, Cavils, 
and Contentions among them : It is evident 
in one particular Cafe, which I have often ob- 
ferved, and you will find it lb if you enquire 
among the Lawyers, viz. that when Trade 
declines, their Bufinefs falls off; and as Trade 
revives, IVeftminfter-Hall is full of Bufi- 
nels. 

The Meaning is plain ; the more Trade, 
the more Suits at Law : Men differ, difpute, 
contend, and appeal to the Law about their 

D 4 Bargains, 
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Bargains, Debts, Accounts, &c. and then, not 
being able to determine Right and Wrong 
among themfelves, the Lawyers come in 
to adjuft Things for them : Bufinefi is intri- 
cate^, and Accidents in Trade numerous, and 
full of Niceties, and this appears in their 
fo frequently quarrelling with one another. 

Now 'tis evident, that where two Parties 
quarrel, and go to Law, both, generally 
•fpeaking, think they are right, and their 
Oppofer wrong: He that fays he fufFers 
Wrong, fails not to reproach the other with 
injurious Language ; blames him for Oppref- 
fion, Fraud, Falfhood, and the like. In a 
word, it feldom happens but that both Sides 
call Names, and this of Knave principally, 
and in the firft Place; and where is the 
Tradefman that does not both give and re- 
ceive this good Language ? 

Thus it is owing to the Tradefinen them- 
felves that they obtain the Name of Knave ^ 
and Cheat, Injurious, a Plunderer, and in a 
word, a dilhoneft Man : They generally get 
it from one another, and they are the firft 
to reproach one another; fb that they have 
no Body to blame fo much as themfelves , for 
the Scandal, or rather Slander mentioned 
above, viz. That it is impoflible for aTradef 
man to be an honeft Man. 

Bt-t to bring this Matter, to talk Senfe 
and Truth both at once, if that be poflible, 
and; as we lay proverbially, to faddle the 

right 
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right HorJe> the following Particulars will go 
a great way in ftating the Cafe fairly be- 
tween the trading World and the reft of 
Mankind. 

1. It muft be granted it requires a great 
deal of Care and Circumfpe&ion in a 
Tradefinan to be honeft, and to delerve 
the Title of an honeft Man. 

2. There are indeed abundance of Traded 
men that are not honeft Men, and whofc 
Conduct has aflifted very much in rai- 
ling this general Scandal upon ail the reft, 
viz. That they cannot be honeft. 

3. But yet 'tis very poflible, and Exam- 
ples are very frequent in the Cafe, where 
Tradefmen are as ftri&ly and as exadkly 
honeft as any Men can be. 

It is alledged again by the Enemy, that 
true it is, or it may be true rather, that there 
are many honeft Tradefmen who are honeft 
in the Language of Trade, and are efteemed 
fo among their own Sort, that is, among 
Tradefmen ; but then, fay they, that is Ho- 
nefty among Tradefmen, that is not Ho- 
nefty with other Men ; and fb they enter into 
the Merits of the Tradefman's Way of deal- 
ing in all the feveral Branches of it ; and 
fetting up our Saviour's Rule for a Standard 
of Uprightnefs, they infill upon it, that 
there is not an honeft Tradefinan in Great 
Britain, namely, who does by all Men no- 
thing 
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thing but as he would be willing they foould 
do by him : 'Tis the Golden Rule, and ought 
to be the Standard of a Tradefinan's Ma- 
nagement in his Bufincfs, 

Quod tibi fieri non vis, alteri ne feceris. 

This is a Rule without Spot indeed, a 
pcrfed and unexceptionable Rule, and will 
hold for an unalterable Law as long as 
there is a Tradefman left in the World ; 
but it may be faid, indeed, Where is the 
Man that ads thus ? where is the Man whofc 
fpotlefs Integrity reaches it ? who has kept 
up to the Height, who has governed his Ac- 
tions fb regularly, and with fuch Exadnefi, 
as to lay, All this have I kept from my 
Touth ? 

Indeed, I much qujeftion whether that 
Man be alive, that can fay thus of himfeif 
abfolutely ; but I cannot doubt in the leaft 
but that there are many Tradefmen that, aba- 
ting human Infirmity, may fay, That they 
have endeavour'd after fiich a Perfedion ; 
who if they fall, rife again ; if they flip, are 
the firft to reproach themfeives with it; re- 
pent, and re-affume their upright Condud ; 
the general Tenor of whofe Liyes is to be 
honcft, and to do fair Things. And this is 
what we may be allow'd to call an boneft 
Man ; for as to Perfedion, we are not look- 
ing for it in Life i 'tis enough if it be to be 

found 
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found in the Intention and Defire : Sincerity of 
Defire is ChriftianPerfeftion 5 Heaven will ac- 
cept it for fiich, and we ought to do fo : He that 
objefts fhould be fure that he has a greater 
Degree of Perfeftion to produce for himfelf ; 
but that is not our Bufinefs. 

To defire to be honeft, is Honefty ; becaufe 
he that does fo, will not fail to endeavour, 
by all poffible Means, to aft honeftly in 
every Thing he does ; if not, he will give 
but very flender Teftimony of the Sincerity 
of his honeft Wifties. 

Now let a Tradefman's Difficulties be as 
great as they will, be his Snares as many as 
are reafonably to be fuppofed ; be the Impor- 
tunities of his Advantage how great foever, 
yet he may both finccrely defire, and endea- 
vour to aft hopeftly in every Thing : And 
he that does fo, and who, if he flips at any 
Time, both repents and reforms, re-afTumes 
his Refolutions to do honeftly, and to make 
Reparations where he has done Wrong, -that 
Man fhould pafs for an honeft Man with 
me, as long as I have any Reafon or Rule to 
judge of an honeft Man by. 

He that repents, and does his Crimes amend A 
Stands next to him y that never did offend. 

And why is it not to be allowed to a 
Tradefman to repent, and reform : This would 
not only fhut half the World out of our own 

good 
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good Opinion, but would lock them out of 
Heaven too. If it were true, that aTradefinan 
could not be an honeft Man, and could not 
reform or repent, we might e'en lay of them, 
as the Difciples laid to our Saviour about the 
rich Men, JVho then can be fav'd? 

Besides, this would be a Step to make all 
the Tradefinen be, what you talk them up to 
be; to make them Delperadoes; and feeing 

that by Profeffion they muft be K s, 

make them conclude, they can be no other, 
andfb make them refolve to be as bad as they 
can* If you once perfuade a Man that he 
can never be honeft, you open the Door to 
him never to endeavour it. 

But why may not a Tradefinan be honeft? 
Is it becaufe he endeavours to fell his Goods 
as dear as he can, and to buy his Goods as 
cheap as he can ? I fee no room to make out 
the Charge upon that Foot, if he does not 
yield to ibme diftioneft Means, to perfiiade 
the Buyer to think a Thing to be what it is 
not. Now how far the Seller of the Goods 
is bound to difcover every Thing in the Goods 
he fells that may be to its Difad vantage, any 
more than he is to conceal^ any Thing that 
may be to its Advantage, is a Point not yet 
fettled in the World, nor perhaps ever will 
be. 

Nok are the Bounds and Limits of Ho- 
nefty ftri&ly fettled betwixt the Buyer and 
Seller. How far the former may recommend 

his 
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his Goods; how far the latter may decry 
and difparage them; how far the Seller 
(Tradefman) may let them off with Flourifhes 
and Rhetorick ; and what Art he may ufe to 
perfuade the Cuftomer to buy ; and how far 
the Cuftomer may ftrive and ftruggle with 
the Tradefman, by running down the Good- 
nefs of his Goods, and lelfening the Value 
of them, in order to bring him to abate. 

The Limits between thefe two, I lay, 
are not fettled with refped to their Honefty 
or Dilhonefty ; and fo it remains a Difficulty, 
how far the Tradefman is to be cenfur'd on 
that Account ; but then I mull add too, that 
if it be upon this Foot that the Tradefman 
is cenlur'd as difhoneft, and that all Trades- 
men thatpra&ife the Art of fettingofF their 
Goods by the Help of Words are Knaves , 
then I muft add, that all Buyers, who with 
Solomon's Chap fays, 'Ti$ Naught j 7 tis 
Naught ; that is to lay, endeavours to depre- 
ciate and run down the Goods he buys by 
the Help of the fame Artifice, is a Knave 
too, and that as much as the Tradelman; 
and fo we lhall bring almoft all Mankind in- 
to the Charge ; and it will not be true only that 
the Tradelman cannot be hone ft, but in Fad:, 
no Man that has any v Thing to do in the 
World with the Poor, or with the Rich, with 
the Buyer or with the Seller, with a Labour- 
er, or the Mafter, with one or with another, 
can be honeft. But we arc all K - - --s, and 

the 
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the Sons of K - - - s, Man and Mother's 
Child ; not an honeft Wretch left on the Face 
of God's Globe, no, not one. 

This therefore is carrying the Charge too 
far, running up Things too high ; and you 
have, like David in another Cafe, /aid in your 4 
Hajie^ that all Men are Lyars : And on the 
other Hand, I muft in Vindication of the 
Tradefmen of this Nation fay two or three 
Things of them : 

Firjty They are, generally fpeaking, fair 
Traders and pun&ual honeft Dealers \ there 
may be Sharpers and double-dealing Knaves 
among them, but generally fpeaking, there 
is a Face of Honefty upon the whole 
Body. 

Secondly j I believe it may be faid of them 
without boafting, or without Partiality, that 
they are rather honefter and fairer in their* 
Dealings here, than other Nations, I mean 
than other trading Nations. 

I think I may venture to lay, 'tis a Proof 
of this, that I obferve there is greater per* 
lonal Credit given in Trade in this Nation, 
that is y Men are more trufted upon their 
Words, upon their Honefty, than in any 
other Nation in the World. 

If you were to truft a Ruffian in Mufiovy 
upon his Parole, he would not only cheat 
you, but would boaft of it the next Day, 
laugh in your Face, and ask you how you 
came to be fuch a Fool to truft him : If you 

part 
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part with your Goods to any of the wander- 
ing Dealers of the Eaftern World, without 
the Effe&s to be exchanged lecur'd in your 
Hands, you may expeft to hear no more of 
them. 

In France and in Italy Men trade with the 
utmoft Jealoufy and Caution j and except it 
is among the Merchants and Men of great 
Dealing, and eftablifh'd Reputation in Bufi- 
nefs, you fee very little fair pun&ual Dealing 
among the meaner People. 

But in England a Man fells his Goods up- 
on Truft, and delivers them to an ordinary 
Shop- Keeper or Retailer, and that to a con- 
fiderablc Quantity and Value, with the 
greateft Tranquility and Eafe of Mind in the 
World, and has as pundual and honeft Deal- 
ing, as if he had a Bond and Security for 
Payment ; and a Warehoufe-Keeper fleeps as 
eafy, that has fix or feven thoufand Pounds 
owing him among the Country Tradefinen 
and Shop-Keepers, upon the meer Credit of 
their Words, being what we call a Book- 
Debt : I lay, he fleeps as eafy, tho' his whole 
Fortune lies thus difpersM, perhaps in all the 
principal Towns in England^ or moft of them, 
as if it was all in Cafl), in the Bank, or laid 
out in Land, and in his full PoffefTion. 

This is the Fruit of the Tradefman's Ho- 
nefty; fair and juft Dealing raifes Credit, 
and for ought I lee, is the only Foundation 
«pcn which Credit in Trade is rais'd; and if 

x fo 
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ib, as the Englifb Credit in Trade, is the 
greateft in the World at this Time, I mean 
in their home Trade , it is no unjuft Inference 
to draw from it, that their Honefty is in Pro- 
portion greateft alio. But I fhall have occa- 
fion to fpeak of this again in its Courfe. 

I return to the Defer iption of this nice 
Article caird Honefty, as it reipe£ts Trade, 
as I laid before; the Limits of it are not 
duly fettled, and we have not fct up a ftated 
Rule to judge it by. Hence we are frequent- 
ly wrangling about it, and every Day cal- 
ling Truth Fallhood, and Juftice Knavery ; 

while on the other Hand, the K calls 

himfelf an honeft Man, and the greateft 
Frauds are carried on under a Mask of the 
utmoft Nicety. Hypocrify is covered with 
a Habit or Drefs, refembling Honefty, as a 
Whore puts on the Habit of a Nun at the 
Ball^ and covers the Courtefan with the Re- 
ligieufe. 

Hone fly j like Silver, fhould have a Stan- 
dard for the Eflay ; and then fhould receive 
a Stamp of Current upon it^, as the Silver 
does that of a Coinage ; after which there 
would be no room to queftion it : But if 
any one doubted, the Touch would deter- 
mine its Quality to be Sterling. It is indeed 
very injurious to the World, that this is not 
done ; tho' how to bring it about is fomething 
difficult y for there are a great many Sorts of 
Honefty in the World, as well of the right 

true 
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true Honefty, as of the pretended or coun- 
terfeit Honefty. 

I. As I obferv'd before, there are feveral 
Degrees of Honefty, and fcveral kinds 
of it, even of what we call true Ho- 
nefty, as there is Silver of a coarfer 
or finer kind, fbme of one Country, 
fome of another j for Example, they 
tell us of feveral Kinds of Honefty, 
even here at home, fuch as Torkfbire 
Honefty, for Example ; which, however, 
lome People, who call themlelves good 
Judges too, don't care to take for Stan- 
dard Honefty, and yet when you come 
into Torkflrire, they tell you, their Goun- 
try Honefty is of the fincft Kind in the 
World, and that it is farther North that 
the counterfeit Honefty grows ; and tho f 
I have been far North too, yet I don't 
find, but their Honcfty is as good as 
other People's, and other People s Kna- 
very as bad as theirs ; for Honefty, in a 
Word, is Honefty, let it grow where it 
will , and let People let up what they 
will for Honefty, yet the Counter- 
feit will difcovcr it felf wherever it is 
found. 

Thus in lome Part of the World, Cun- 
ning is call'd Honefty, and pafles Current 
too, without any considerable Exception; 

E and 
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and which is more wonderful, there is a 
Country not far off, neither where they take 
Simplicity for Honefty, and Men pafs for 
honeft, becaufe they are Fools j which Ho- 
nefty, by the way, like the old brafi Far- 
things, will go but a very little Way from 
Home, and if it comes abroad among People 
where their Honefty is true Sterling, it is 
prefently difcover'd. 

There is another kind of Honefty j which 
they call New-England Honefty, and which 
they fay, is the moft dangerous of any of 
the Counterfeits. But I cannot fee that it 
has done any great Harm in the World : which 
lome malicious People intimate is, becaufe 
they keep it at Home pretty much ; and that 
they fay is, becaufe it is known, and fb will 
not pafs abroad : But of that I have no Room 
to difcourfe fully in this Work, neither is it 
to my Purpofe. If our Friends in New- 
EngJandhzvebcen impofed upon, and a coun- 
terfeit Honefty has been introduc'd, and 
made to pafs for Current Honefty among 
them, I doubt not but they will call it into 
their Mint, and recoin it ; and then, without 
Doubt, it will come out as good Standard, 
Current Honefty as ours is in Europe ; fb pray, 
Gentlemen before we examine other People's 
Honefty too far, let us take Care of our 
own. 

Th ere is, as I have faid, a great Variety 
in the kinds of Honefty among our felves ; 

and 
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and this is that which touches the Point that 
I am upon. For when I infift, that there is a 
kind of Honefty in our Dealings, and in Trade, 
and that aTradefinan may be an honeft Man as 
above, I am prefently anfwered in this gibing 
Way : Yes, youTradefmen may have fbme Ho- 
nefty ; but then that pafles for Honefty among 
you, which is not Honefty with other Men ; for 
Example, fay they, lying, and cheating, fet- 
ting off bad Goods for good, damag'd and 
unfiniftied for merchantable, and the like; 
this is call'd Honefty behind the Compter, 
but is not £b any where elfe ; nor will the 
Tradefinan call it fo in any bu/t himfelf; cx- 
cufing his own Pra&ice,with this very ordinary 
and coarfe Plea, viz. That he cannot help it* 
he cannot carry on his Trade without it; 
which laft we grant to be true, fay they, and 
therefore add, that a Tradefinan cannot be 
an honeft Man ; he muft be a K — by Vir- 
tue of his Bufinefs ; he cannot help it. 

But all this is anfwered in this General, 
by telling you, that 'tis a vulgar Error ; that 
the Tradefmen muft be diftinguifti'd, as the 
reft of the World are, into honeft and dilho- 
neft ; that perhaps there are Men who thus 
plead the Neceffity of their Bufinefs for it ; but 
that on the other Hand, there are Men that 
do not aft thus, nor do they find any Ne- 
ceffity for it ; but can, and do carry on their 
Trades very well without it, and thereby wit- 
neis that others might do lb too. 

E ^ This 
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This Honejiy then confifts in a general Pro- 



their Bond in all Cafes. I knew a Tradef. 
man that was never fued at Law by any Bo- 
dy, and yet carried on a very confiderable 
Bufinefs in London for almoft fifty Years, 
having no Quarrel in Trade with any Man j 
if he had any confiderable Debt owing him, 
that he could not get in, he ufed fuch Forbear- 
ance and Lenity with others, that he never 
arrefted any Man in his Life. It is true, he 
might be a Lofer by that Part, and was fo ; 
but that was a Damage only to himlelf : But 
he preferv'd the Chara&er of an honeft and 
an upright Dealer to the laft, and really dc- 
ferv'd it, for he was fo; and no Doubt, 
there are many more fuch ; and therefore the 
Reproach, that a Tradefinan cannot be an 
honeft Man is a Slander, and no other - 7 and 
there I lhall leave it. 





CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL 

Of the needful Capacities of a compleat 
Tradefman \ that he need not be a Scholar v, 
yet fhould not be a 'Dunce ; that he need 
not be a Wit^ yet fhould not be a Fool ; 
that a competent degree of Knowledge is 
necejfary to his Bufinefs\ and although 
that too much may rather make him too 
enterprising^ or too indolent , yet the 'Di- 
rection of Rufinefs requiresj that a 
Tradefman foould be a Man of good Senfe, 
a Man of Vnderftanding and Judg- 
ment. 



||||gaiS an odd Saying, as well as laid in 
an odd (antient) Style, that aTradef 
fegggS man fhould have Mother-Wit, but 
no Clergy : I differ exceedingly 
from my Forefathers in that Point ; a Fool 
may make a Fiddler, but he will make an 
ill Shop-Keeper ; the Tradefman muft be a 
Man of Senfe, or he will never be a Man of 
Bufinefs. 

By a Fool here I would be underftood 
as / vieatiy not as / fpeak \ that is to fay, 
not in the Letter ; I don't mean an Idiot, a 

E 3 Driveler, 
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Driveler, a meer natural Fool ; but an un- 
taught, illiterate, lhallow-headed Fellow, 
- who we ordinarily call a Fool } and even 
fuch the Tradefmen ftiould not be, if it be 
poflible to help or avoid it. 

The Compleat Tradefman, I fay, ftiould be 
a Man of Senfe j what if it is not abfolutely 
neceflary he Ihould be what we call a Man 
of Parts ? He ftiould, nay, he muft, have 
Knowledge competent to his Bufinels. As to 
Learning, it is not abfolutely neceflary he 
ftiould underftand Greek and Latin; but 
'tis abfolutely neceflary he ftiould underftand 
Trade and Bufineis : Tho' he need not be 
a Man of Letters, he ought to be a Man 
of Figures ; as a Carpenter need not under- 
ftand Mr. IVhiftotPs Aftronomical Tables, 
yet he ought to be Matter of Gunter*s Scale, 
and know how to meafure by his Rule and 
his Compafs. 

There are many Studies as remote from 
a Tradelman as the Greek Grammar is from 
the Englifb Trimmer ; but it does not fol- 
low, therefore, that the Tradefman muft 
know nothing but his Weights and Mea- 
fures : As I lay in my Title, he need not 
be a JVit, but he Ihould not be a 'Dunce : 
He need not be a Poet or a Pedant ; but he 
ftiould not be a dull lleepy Thing, that has 
no Genius to any Thing, but juft what he 
has before him ; he ftiould have fome Spirit 
and Life in his Bufinefs. 

There 
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There are thin-headed Fellows, who 
are all Flutter and Fancy, that are too vo- 
latile for a Shop or Warehoufe, and are fit- 
ter for Dancing Mafters than Tradelmen; 
and there are thick-headed Fellows on the 
other hand, who muft have every Thing 
beaten into them, as Men cleave Blocks, with 
Beetle and Wedges, 

The Compleat Tradefinan is the Middle 
among thcfe Extremes; he knows more 
than he has an immediate Ufc for 3 and is 
capable of learning more than he knows ; 
he loves Knowledge enough to make him 
feek it, and knows he wants it enough to 
make him love it ; he has Knowledge enough 
to make him diligent, and not lb much as 
to make him loofe and afpiring. 

One of the belt Parts of Knowledge the 
Tradefinan in good Bufinefs can have, is to 
know when he is well , be contented to go 
on where he is, keep the Road, not ftrag- 
gling into unknown By-paths of Trade, 
which he has never travelled in before, and 
where he does not know the Way in, or the 
Way out, but may be loft before he can 
look round him. Overmuch fearching after 
more Bulinels, when he has enough already, 
grafping when he has his Hands full, and 
hatching more, when he is as full as he can 
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ing forth more Pigs than flie can fuckle, or 
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a Hen laying more Eggs than ftie can 
cover. 

The ploding fair-driving Tradefman, that 
goes on lafe and fure, and is always mo- 
ving j he, I fay, is the Man that bids faircft 
to be rich : The Coach and the Chariot gal- 
lop, and drive, and the Pofts whip and fpur ; 
but the Plowman and the Carrier go fbft 
and fair, and yet the laft come with the 
greatcft Certainty to the End of their Jour- 
ney, and draw or carry the greateft Burden, 

The Englifh Carnage, which we ufe in 
drawing the greateft Burdens or Loads, I 
mean fiich as draw Timber, and are, in our 
modern Ufage, call'd a Wain or Carriage, 
are in Kent and Suffix called a Tug, from 
the old Saxon Language, fignifying Hard 
Labour ; and the Waggon has its Deriva- 
tion from the fame Language, wherein the 
Words afe ufually expreflivc of the Manner 
or Thing which they arc ufed for; as the 
Waggon is a Carriage, which being heavy 
loaden, does but juft Wag on 5 but ftill 
'tis obfeiVd, it keeps wagging, and it al- 
ways goes on ; and as foftly as it goes, we 
fee fome of our Carriers come as far as from 
Exeter^ a hundred and fifty Miles to Lon* 
don „ with forty to fifty Hundred Weight, and 
make their Journeys conftantly, wet or dry, 
dark or light, blow high, blow low, ftill, 
according to their true original Name, and 
fhe Meaning of it, they Wag on. 
' Thus 
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Thus the prudent Tradefman, that goes 
on carefully and gently, lets no Irons burn > 
and yet lets no Irons cool ; he truly drives 
his Trade, but does not pufti it; keeps it 
going, but does not over-run it; keeps 
in his own Orbit, and within the Circle of 
his own diurnal Revolution : This is in aWord 
the Compleat Tradefinan. 

Now, as I (aid, this Tradefman fhould 
neither be a Wit or a Fool : My Reafbn is 
this ; I do not think a Man can have too 
much Wit, let his Calling or Employment 
be what it will, provided there is a due 
Weight of Judgment and Experience to 
ballance this Wit ; for there is a manifeft 
Difference between Wit and Judgment, not 
in the Nature of them only, but in their 
Operation alfo ; and indeed, they will nei- 
ther of them be able to flicw their Value 
alone. Like Spanifh Wool in the Engliflj Ma- 
nufacture, they are too fine to work by 
themfelves ; and, as Silver, is too brittle to 
work without its Aloy : There muft be a 
Mixture of Judgment to keep the Wit folid. 

* 

Wit, without Senfa is like the laughing Ev/l y 
While Senfe unmix 7 dwithFancy, tstbeDcviL 

• 

Wit, like Mercury and Quickfilver, is 
of Ufe to make the Silver 'Ore run, and fe- 
parate the Sterling from the Droft ; but 
bring it to the Crucible by itiel fl it flics up 

into 
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into the Air, like a true Spirit, and is loft 
at once, and who can fix it again after- 
wards. 

A Wit, turn'd Tradefinan ! what *n in- 
congruous Part of Nature is there brought 
together, conlifting of dire£t Contraries? 
No Apron Strings will hold him; 'tis in 
vain to lock him in behind the Compter, 
he's gone in a Moment ; inftead of Journal 
and Ledger, he runs away to his Virgil 
and Horace ., his Journal Entries are all 
Pindaricks, and his Ledger is all Heroicks ; 
he is truly dramatick from one End to the 
other, through the whole Scene of his 
Trade ; and as the firft Part is ail Comedy, 
fo the two laft Ads are always made up with 
Tragedy ; a Statute of Bankrupt is his Exeunt 
omneSy and he generally fpeaks the Epilogue 
in the Fleet Trifon or the Mint. Again, 
take the Fool-Tradefinan, the thick-headed 
Wretch, that has nothing bright about him ; 
no Genius neither for one or other; he 
lhould have been the Manufacturer, not 
the Fa∨ he lhould have flood by the 
Shuttle and the Warping-Mill, not come to 
the Buying and Selling; indeed he is a 
kind of a natural Mechanick, viz. Nature 
cut him out to be a meer Mechanick, not a 
Tradefinan; to make the Work, not buy 
and fell it ; and he is out of his Element 
when he is out of the Loom, 

In- 
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Indeed, when you fee him in the Shop 
or the Warchoufe, he feems to be a little like 
the Shuttle that the Weaver throws backward 
and forward, he is ever going juft the fame 
Pace, and keeps the lame Road : This backward 
and forward is the only Motion, for ought 
I know, in all Natures Engines, that is not 
circular j 'tis the Pendulum of the Manu- 
fa#ure, which regulates and meafures the 
reft of its Motions, and makes all the circu- 
lar Motions be exaft. 

This Man is no more lit for a Tradelinan 
than the fluttering Shuttlecock-Tradefinan 
mentioned above as a Wit : If the Tradelinan 
is a Man of Wit, a Man of bright Thoughts, 
has aTouringFancy,a Profufion of politeldeas, 
let him make it his Bufinefi to keep all thofc 
fine Parts of Nature's Imagery within Bounds; 
let him make ufe of them like fine Paint- 
ings, to be hanged up in his Hall, and grace 
the Entrance ; let him garnilh his Soul with 
them as much as he pleafes, and Ihew them 
as much as he finds Occalion, but not take 
them down, and difplace them. 

The fineft Accomplilhments of Nature 

may do the Tradefman no Harm, if he can 

keep this Magazine of Gunpowder from the 

Fire j but if he brings the Candle to it, or 

brings the Powder to the Candle, he is gone, 

he is fure to be blown up : Pictures taken 

down from the Wall, and let one before 

another, \yith their painted Sid^s inward, 
• * * are 
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are the worft Furniture in the Houfe, and 
like a fine brocaded Silk, are beautiful on one 
Side, but all Rags and Ends on the other. 

The Brightnefs of the Tradefman's Head, 
the Clearnefs of his Thought, the Eleva- 
tion of his Fancy, they are all out-of-the~ 
way Things to the poor Man in his Bufinefi, 
and ferve only to fet him up in a Station 
above himfelf j make him fancy himfelf fra- 
med by Nature for other Things than the 
Compter or the Compting-Houfe ; and fb 
fet his Pride a tip-toe, bloating it up into 
Conceit; and thus the Man is undone. 

The firft and worft Mifchief that can at- 
tend a Tradefman is Conceit of his own 
W orth : Such a Man fancies the World is 
ill-fbrted with him, that he is under-rated 
among Mankind ; that Nature defign'd him 
for fomething above what he is, and his 
Father made a wrong Judgment of him 
when he put him to a Trade : He fhould 
have been fent to the Univerfity when he 
was piit Apprentice, and fhould have had a 
Company in the Guards when he fet up Shop- 
keeping ; that then he had been fomething 
in the World like himfelf, and been fit 
Company for Gentlemen, and the like ; or 
fhould have been put to the Law, and made 
a Counfellor. 

Let the Tradefman once have but his Head 
full of thefe Things, and he is a loft Man : 
From that Hour he takes out a Commiffion of 

Bank- 
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Bankrupt againft himfelf by the very Notion 
of it ; he can do nothing ever after, but read 
News, go abroad to fee Shows, Mafque- 
rades, and Opera's: If War is upon the Anvil, 
he wilhes himfelf in the Field, and thinks 
himfelf qualified to be every Thing that he 
fees other Men arrive at, 

D it, faid a good fubftantiat Chim- 

ncy-Sweeper, that I knew, if my Father had 
had the leaft Underftanding, how to fuit the 
Employments he put his Children to, with 
the Genius and Inclinations of his Sons, he 
would have made my Brother Tom a Chim- 
ney-Sweeper, not me: I fhould have been 
bred to the Sea, or fent into the Army : I, 
that knew how to deferve, and had Senfe and 
Parts to recommend myfelf, I fhould have 
been an Admiral by this Time, or a General 
Officer, and fhewn my Underftanding: in a 
Council of War : I fhould have let the World 
know that I had good Blood in my Veins,, 
and that my Anceftors, tho' buried in Obli- 
vion by the Injuries of Time, were cer- 
tainly fbmething confiderable; and that their 
Virtue and Gallantry lhould revive in their 
Pofterity, though their Families could not 
be diftinguiftiM by the Heralds, Upon 
this the pufFd-up Mortal laid by his black 
Cloaths and his Truncheon, went into the 
Army, got maim'd with a Shot in his Hand, 
and the next News I had of him was, that, 
I faw him a begging. 

Am- 
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Ambition and alpiring Thought are 
Plagues andDifeafes to a Tradefman: When 
they work in his Mind, his Friends ftiould 
get his Head fhav'd, and put him into a 
dark Houfe for a little while, adminiftring 
proper Phyfick to him, to keep him from the 
Vapours ; and that the Cure might be wrought 
upon his Underftanding, it ihould be firft 
wrought upon his Body, for the defir'd Ef- 
fect. 

The Tradefinan Ihould be wife rather 
than witty ; he ftiould be as wife as he can 
in his Bufinefs ; and though he pafles for no 
Body among the Beaus, and Wits of the 
Town, Nature's Weather-Cocks, and the 
Froth and Flutter of the Creation, he will 
be fime Body in his own Way, and build 
upon a Foundation, that his Pofterity may 
have Room to value themfelves upon ; 
and if he cannot be a Gentleman, he may 
be able to buy a Gentleman, and that's 
enough to him. 

Business is a Thing fuited to a ftaid 
Head; it does not require the polite Part 
of human Underftanding, or call for a li- 
beral Education ; and it is the Tradeiman's 
Mercy that it is fb : But at the fame Time 
he knows little of Bufinefs, who thinks a 
Tradefman may be a Fool, an Idiot, or a 
Natural. 

It is a poor Pittance of human Nature, 
that thefe Men will allow to a Tradefman, 

that 
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that they will allow him neither Senfe or 
Honefty ; that he need not be a wife Man, 

and is bound to be a K ; that he needs 

no Wit, and can have no Honour : But fuch 
Men forget that the Honefty and the Wit 
are Afliftants to one another, and that the 

Tradefman that is a K , is generally fb 

for want of Senfe : I do confefs 'tis very 
hard for the Fool-Tradefinan to be an ho- 
neft Man, and there I believe the Scandal 
began ; but if he is a Man of Senfe, that 
Senfe is the Prote&ion of his Principles, 
and he is honeft becaufe he is wife, as he is 
rich becaufe he is diligent, 

I have heard feme judicious People fay from 
their Judgment of Nature, and I join exaftly 
with their Opinion, that a Fool and a Coward 
can never be an honeft Man ; the Reafons they 
give are too many, and too philofophical to 
enter upon here : But you may take them 
in the Groft. 

i. A Fool cannot be an honeft Man, be- 
caufe he does not underftand it ; he docs 
not know what Honefty is, when he 
goes beyond the Limits of it, and when 
not ; what is litterally honeft, and what 
is conftrudively lb ; what Honefty im- 
plies, and what it contains } in a Word, 
he does not know where Honefty ends, 
and Knavery begins, or where the Ex- 
tremes of them join. How Ihould a 

3 Man 
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Man be honeft, ftri&ly honeft, that does 
not know when he is fo ? and when he 
is not, when he does right and when he 
does wrong ? One Way he is honeft to 
his own Lois and Difad vantage, for 
fear of being a Knave ; another Way 
he is a Knave, by the meer Folly and 
W eaknefs of his Head, and when he does 
not defign it ? and all becaulc he does not 
know it, and confequently does not 
know how to fliun and avoid it. 
1. A Coward cannot be honeft, becaufe 
when Difficulties and Hazards, Quarrels 
and Dangers happen, and his Way 
feems to be hedg'd up with Thorns, 
the Man finks with the Terror of 
it, and has not Courage to be honeft j 
he cannot 2Xzr*, he cannot hold up 
his Head againft Danger, or his Heart ■ 
againft Power ; he may be threatened 
and frighted into an ill Thing, though 
it is not willingly ; and though he is not 
a Knave in Choice, he will be fo for 
fear j he cannot be otherwife. 

There is a great Deal more of this kind 
to be faid for it, under both thofe Heads j 
and the poor Tradefinan has too many attend- 
ing Circumftances which break in upon his 
Morality, and, as it were, force him to 
intrench, and break the Bounds of Con- 
fidence. 

3 Well, 
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Well may it be laid, that a Tradefinan 
fliould not be a Fool, if a Fool cannot be 
an honeft Man : The Tradefinan that wants 
a Head, wants the Effential of his Charac- 
ter, he is neither fit to be a Chriftian, or to 
be a Tradefinan ; a Fool is not qualified for 

this World, or for another ; he is a K 

becaufe he is a Fool, and knows not how to 
be honeft ; and he is ftill the more a Fool, 

becaufe he ftoops to be a K ; in a word, 

he is an unhappy Creature, and unhappily 
embarraflcd in the abfoluteNeceflity of being 
both wicked and fimple together. 

The Tradefinan therefore mull not be a 
Fool ; it entangles him in the moft miferable 
Circumftances of Life, and brings him into 
the Necefiity of a&ing in a Manner that does 
not confift with that Reputation, fo effen- 
tial to a Tradefinan ; a fblid Quantity of 
good Senfe, no Pride, (no Flutter, no Fop,) 
Scnfe and Wit confolidated, mix'd in due 
Proportions, and fuited to the main End of 
Life : Thefe arc the Qualifications needful to 
a Compleat Tradefinan. 

There are a certain fort of People, often 
found among Tradefincn, that are in the 
middle State between thefe two above- 
named ; I mean K - - - - and F , and 

who yet we take to be properly of neither of 
the two Species ; and thefe we call Cunning 
Men j a kind of fhrewd deligning Men, that 
are always ftudying to be what they call 

F lharp, 
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fliarp ; that never think they do any Thing, 
if they do not ad beyond every Body, and 
if they do not circumvent every Body they 
deal with. 

These Cunning Men will find it a very 
hard Matter to fiipport the Credit of their Ho- 
nefty, or to make a good Claim to the Title 
of it. Honcfty and Cunning are a different 
Species. I have heard of a kind of North- 
Country Double-faced Honefty, which is 
little better than mecr Craft ; but it will ne- 
ver ftand the Teft, it will never pals for 
Honefty among Men of Ample well-mean- 
ing Principles. 

A Tradefinan Ihould be wife as the Ser- • 
pent, but he ftiould be innocent, that is f 
Honeji too as the Dove ; he Ihould have the 
Wifdom of the Serpent, but not the Cun- 
ning, the Craft, the Sharping, the Biting of 
the Serpent ; he Ihould be- wife and honeft, 
and if he is truly wife, he muft be honeft ; 
Wifdom is a Part of his Honefty, as it is ef- 
fential to it. 

The Compleat Tradefinan muft be a wife 
Man; and yet, as I faid, he need not be a 
Wit : He ftiould be a Man wife in his Bufi- 
neft 3 wife in his Way, and that Wiidom is 
enough to him : He ihould be wife as a 
Tradefinan. And I think it would not be amifs 
to explain my felf a little upon that Subjeft, 
for the Wifdom of a Tradefinan has many 
elfentiai Things in it, which yet do not qua- 
lify 
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lify him for the WifUom of any other Species, 
or to pals for a Wit in the World. 

I. He muftbe wife and wary ; wife enough 
not to be cheated and impos'd upon, 
ruin'd, and undone by others : This is a 
WilHom, which however it maybe faid to 
be of a meaner Kind, and that the Brutes 
arc acknowledged to be very much 
Matters of it ; yet it is ablblutely ne- 
ceflary to be found in a Man embark'd 
in Bufincfs : The World is full of 
Craft and Subtilty, Sharping and Bi- 
tiiig ; and if the Tradefman be honeft, 
and not wary ; if he is what we call a 
weak Man, he is in the utmoft Danger 
of being undone. 'Tis very hard , 
yet fo it is, that the Honefty in that 
Cafe is a Difafter to him , that is to 
fay, the want of being fliarp in his 
Bufinefs makes his Principle of Ho- 
nefty dangerous to him ; he is not able 
to prevent Frauds upon himfelf, for 
want of Sagacity, and a due Share of 
Underftanding, and he cannot return 
Sharping for Sharping ; and fo his Ho- 
nefty not being fortified by his Wit, and 
the Heart not affiftcd by the Head, he 
falls a Prey to the firftcuniling fharping 
Knave, that he happens to be dealing 
with. 

* 

* F % There 
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There is a memorable Story well known 
in the Place where it was tranfa&ed, which 
is fo dire&ly to this Purpofe, that tho' it re-, 
lates to an Affair in foreign Commerce, yet 
I cannot think it out of Gourfe in this 
Place. 

A certain English Merchant in AJla y having 
a large Parcel of English Cloths to fell, an 
Armenian Merchant comes to fee them : He 
brings with him a Jew, who was a Broker 
between them , and which is ufiial in thefe 
Countries, to make the Bargain, and to fix the 
Price ; all which, to fhorten the Story, was 
done to his Mind. But the main Queftion 
was about Payment. 

The Merchant enquired of the Jew about 
the Chara&er of his Armenian Cuftomer j 
and he, pretending to be very impartial, an- 
fwer'd coldly, That he could fay nothing to 
that, only that he believed him to be very 
honeft, and alfb able ; that he had a great 
Parcel of Goods, fuch as Bales of Silk, 
and Sacks of Gaul to fell ; and that he fup* 
poled he might either have them in Ex- 
change for his Cloths j but added, that he 
could fay little. 

The Merchant was not fatisfied with that 
Account, becaufe the Armenian infifted up- 
on twenty Days Time for the dilpofing his 
Goods, and that then he would pay in Mo- 
ney ; and did not offer his own Goods in imme- 
diate Exchange j fo they parted. 

A 
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A few Days after, the Armenian finds 
Means, by the Help of the fame Jew, to 
get ten Bales, that is to fay, a hundred Cloths 
into his Warchoufe, belonging either to the 
Jew himfelf, or fome other Perfon, for 
which it feems the Armenian had either made 
Payment, or given Pledge for the returning 
them. 

After this the knavifli Jew takes an 
Occafion to bring the Merchant to the 
Armenian's Chamber or Room in the Cara- 
vanfera, or Inn, and there he lees ten Bales 
of Englijh Cloth: Upon this he concludes 
the Jew had tricked him, and had fpoken in- 
differently of the Armenian, on Purpofe to 
fell another Merchant Goods, and hinder 
him ; and asking the Jew the Meaning of 
it, he told him, they were fuch a Merchant's 
Bales , naming fome "Merchant that was 
gone away from the Place at that Time, for 
about three Weeks ; fo that he could not en- 
quire of him, and that he had trufted the 
Armenian very readily with thofe hundred 
Cloths, knowing him to be a very honeft 
Man, 

Upon this the Merchant folicites the Ar- 
menian again to buy, who appeared back- 
ward, play'd off, and faid he was now fup- 
plied, and had almoft enough ; but at laft 
fufFer'd himfelf to be prevail'd with by the 
Jew, who was a Confederate, to take the 
Goods ; and the honeft weak Merchant per- 

F 3 fe£Uy 



70 The Compleat TradefaianJ 

fe&ly deluded, concludes the Bargain, being 
loth to lofe the Opportunity of felling the 
Goods. 

The next Day the Goods are delivered to 
the Value 0^3000/. or upwards, in three Days 
more, being but two Days before Payment 
was to be made, the Armenian difappeared, 
and the Jew alio ; and the poor deceived 
Merchant was ruined and undone. 

A Tradefman, tho' he need neither be 
Poet or Politician, fhould yet have fb much 
Wit, or whatever you pleafeto call it, not to 
be cheated chus ; to much Capacity as to bear 
up againft Fraud, and deal with a Jew : 
And this is abfolutely neceflary for his own 
Safety ; for without this the Tradefman is 
never fecure; and he that is not fufficiently 
ftored in the Head, to defend himfelf againft 
fuch Things as thefe, is not qualified to be a 
Tradefman ; fuch a Man Ihould be put Ap- 
prentice to fome Handicraft, or fhould be 
fent to Bedlam, rather than to be plac'd 
in a Compting-Houfc, or behind thp Comp- 
ter. 

They are therefore much deceived, that 
think Men of the meaneft Capacities only are 
qualified to be Tradefmen : Though the 
Tradefman, as I have laid, need not be a 
polite finifh'd Genius, tho' he need not be 
3 Poet, a Scholar, a Statefm^n, yet he fhould 
be a Man of Senfc ; one that iinderftands his 
Bpfinefs in general, that knows fbmething 
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of the World, and how to deal with Man- 
kind ; not a Novice, that may be made a 
Tool o£ and be cheated by every Shar- 
per. 

I have hinted in the former Volume^, that 
it is abfolutely neceflary a Tradefman Ihould 
underftand the Goods he deals in \ and it is 
abfolutely neceiTary, indeed ; but I muft add, 
there is 3, general Undcrftanding alfo needful 
to the Tradefinan, which goes beyond the par- 
ticular Part ; that is, he fliould be a Man of 
Underftanding as a Tradefinan ; it is in ge- 
neral expreffed by that common but fignifi- 
cant Term, a Man of Bufine^, a Man ac- 
quainted with Bufinefi in general, that knows 
the ordinary Rules of Dealings in the World, 
and how an honeft Man fliould aft in all 
Cafes ; one that, tho' he is in himfelf an honeft 
Man, will not be at a Lofs how to deal with 
Knaves, Jews, and Sharpers ; that is to lay, 
not how to deal with them in their own Way, 
but how to fence againft them, and how to 
prevent his being circumvented by them. 

- 

2. Befidcs this Warinefi, the Tradefinan 
ought to be 3. Man of univerfal Know- 
ledge in Dealing j he ought to under- 
ftand fomething of all the general 
' Schemes of Commerce, efpecially of 
his own Country ; I fay, bis own Coun- 
try now, becaufe I am confined in this 
Difcourfe to the Inland Home-Trade 

F 4 ot 
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Englijb Tradefman in particular; for 
as to foreign Trade, it is not concerned 
in this Article at all. 
As I am fpeaking thus of the Home- 
Trade, and the Englijb Tradefman ortly : 
It is not enough, that the Tradefman 
ihould underftand juft what he more 
immediately deals in; he meets with 
frequent Offers and Occafiofis tQ Trade, 
to Day in one Thing, to Morrow in an- 
other ; to Day on his own Account, to 
Morrow byCommiflion; to Day fingly, 
to Morrow in Partnership; and it is 
requifite he fhould be a Man of Bufi- 
nefs, that, as h ufually faid, nothing may 
come amifs ta him, nothing may be fo 
out of his Way, as that he may not un- 
derftand it 

If he is not a Man of State and Poli- 
ticks, he fhould be a Man of full Employ; 
a Tradefman is never idle : Bufinejs is in 
its right Senfe sr comprehenfive Word, and 
requires a comprehenfive Underftand ing 
too in its kind ; and though I have not 
room fully to explain it, yet the Reader will 
underftand what I mean by what I have all 
along infilled on in the Dire&ion to Tradef- 
men, namely, to apply themfelves with all 
their Might, and exert their utmoft Dili- 
gence in the carrying on their Trade; to 
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get Judgment in the Goods they deal in j 
to gain a general Knowledge in all Bufinefs ; 
to be able to undertake any Trade, though 
not bred to it ; to underftand how to corres- 
pond ; to write a Trading Style ; to keep 
their Books well ; and the like, in whatever 
Bufinefs they undertake. 

These Things help to conftitute a Man 
of Bufinefs; in a word, he that is thus 
qualified is fit for any Thing, will get his 
Bread in any Country, is agreeable to all 
Society, and in all Places can turn his Hand 
and his Head to any Trade, to any Employ- 
ment, as Occafion calls him out* 

I need fay no more then, to his Ca- 
pacities : You will ealily grant, that 
fuch a Man as this rauft not be a Fool, 
not an empty lhallow-headcd , rattling, 
nothing-doing Fellow ; the Man of Bu- 
finefs is a Man of Weight, a Man of 
Value and of Worth, and cannot be an ig- 
norant, dull, unmeaning Head } it is evi- 
dent in Experience, we lee it every where , 
the Tradefman that is a thriving, managing, 
diligent Man, is full of Vigour, full of Vi- 
vacity, always ftirring and buttling, never 
idle, never fottifti ; his Head and his Heart 
are employed; he moves with a kind of 
Velocity, unknown to other Men : The Plow- 
man goes on heavy, and with Labour, tho' 
fteadily and fuitably to his Bi .finals too : 
The Carrie? wags on, according to the true 

• - - Import 
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Import of the Machine he drives, which 
was therefore call'd a Waggon, from the 
Slownels of its Motion ; but the Tradefman, 
all Life and Spirit, like a Planet, is conti- 
nually in a brisk Motion ; and whether di- 
red or retrogade, he always has his double 
Revolution round his own Axis, and at the 
lame Time progrcflive too : He has his an- 
nual and his diurnal Motion ; by the laft 
he influences his Shop, and immediate Cor- 
refpoadence ; and by the firft his Encreafe 
in Stock, and the general Gain of his Bufi- 
nefs, which he calts up annually for his 
compleat Satisfa&ion. 

The Compleat Tradefman then mull be 
a Man of general Knowledge, as well as 
of a particular Underftanding j he muft not 
only underftand his Shop, his Books, and 
how to fell his Goods, but he muft have a 
general Knowledge of all Trade ; he muft 
know the true Original of all the Goods he 
deals in, the Growth and Fountain of every 
Produd, and the feveraj. Variations of Spe- 
cies j the Changes that every Manfa&ure fuf- 
fers by Dying, Managing, and all the O- 
perations by which the Face of it is altered ; 
how it comes to be what it is j whence every 
Thing comes, and whether it goes, and (as I 
may call it) the Beginning and End of every 
Article in Trade. 

A Tradefman may be too learned, as I 
fcavc faid, in other Things j but he am ne- 
ver 
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vcr know too much in Trade; he may fpeak 
too much Greek and Latin, but can never 
Ipeak too much Trading Engliflj ; he may- 
be too much a Man of Letters, but he can 
never be too much a Man of Figures. 

The Compleat Tradefman is made com- 
pleat by this very Thing j 'tis by the gene- 
ral Knowledge of Bufinefs that he becomes 
a Man of Bufinefs, that he is fitted fpr un- 
dertaking whatever offers to his Advantage, 
and knows how to judge what is fit for him 
to undertake. 

And this brings me to one of the main 
Parts of a Tradefinan's Wifdom, that Ex r 
cellence of Knowledge and Underftanding 
by which he knows not only what may be 
for his Advantage, and what Undertaking to 
venture upon, and how to enter upon it ; 
but by which he is qualified to give that 
moft ufeful Thing called a Negative in any 
Propofal of Bufinefs that is before him. 

It is but too often that a Tradefman is 
drawn in by the fpecious Pretences of Gain, 
and of apparent Succefs, to embark in Bufi- 
nefs perhaps out of his W^y, and remote 
from his ordinary Employment ; and fome- 
jtimes by the Nature of thp Thing itfelf, or 
fry the meer Dint of his own Application 
pnd exquifite Management, he may be faid 
even to force it to fucceed. 

But the niceft Part of his Skill is, to fearch 
the Thing to the Bottom at firft, and fee all 

3 the 
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the Arcana, the Creeks and Corners of the 
Affair beforehand, and judge whether it will 
do, or no, before he engages ; then accord- 
ing to that Judgment to refule, as well as to 
accept ; and lb, as above, to give a Nega- 
tive, if he fees it reafonable ; not embark 
firft, and then find by the Lois that 
the Thing would not do, and lb be ob- 
liged at laft to throw it up with burnt Fin- 
gers. 

The refufing Ipecious Proje&s and fair- 
looking Propolals of Profit, calls for the ut- 
moft Perfe&ion of Judgment in a Tradel- 
man ; for the meer natural Propenfity which 
there is in a Tradelman, by the very Con- 
sequence of his Profeffion, to hearken to 
every Thing that is probable to bring an 
Advantage, has a violent Biafs in his 
Thoughts, in favour of a new Propolal j but 
this Fire is often to his Lois, and he ought 
to have a needful Degree of Phlegm to 
balance it, to bring him to examine every 
Side of the Propolal, lee the good and the 
bad together, fetting the Probabilities on either 
Side in a true Light, and judging with the 
utmoft Calmnels and Indifferency between 
the one and the other, fo to bring himlelf to 
a Power of laying No, which I muft con- 
fefs it is very difficult to a Tradelman to 
do. 

In all Propolals, luch as I am now fpeak- 
ing of, the Profits are generally placed in 

the 
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the Front of the Undertaking, and the 
Tradefinan is fliewn the fmooth Side of 
Things firft ; the Difficulties, the Hazards, 
the Poffibilities, and Events, the Probabilities 
of Difafter and Milcarriagc ordinarily lie 
hid, and out of Sight ; and this is the Rea- 
fon why fo many Tradefmen are drawn into 
Difafter and Misfortune before they arc 
aware, and dip into Bufincfs too deep be- 
fore they fee their Way out, before they 
find their Miftake, and why fo many do not 
fee it till it is too late to retrieve it, and fo 
never get out at all. 

The Tradefinan's Prudence, if he be a Man 
of Judgment, is how to put every Thing to its 
Tryal ; Here if at any Time Wit ftands him 
inftead,when it furnifties him with a Penetra- 
tion fufficicnt to judge for himfelf, that he 
may neither refufc an Advantage, which it 
is againft the Grain very much for a Trades- 
man to do, or fall into a Snare. 

Nor is this meerly when an Offer is 
made by Sharpers and Projectors, to cheat 
and deceive him, and with a Defign to tra- 
pan him ; for there fometimes an ordinary 
Judgment may find Things out, and a 
Knave may be dete&ed in the very firft 
Appearance ; but it is moft dangerous when 
it is brought to him in the Hand of good- 
meaning honeft Men, who may be mifta- 
ken in their Judgment, or may be blinded 
by the fpecious Probabilities, and the Out- 
fide 
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fide of Things, and may offer and propofe 
without Defign to delude or deceive the Pcr- 
fbn they make the Propofal to. 

These are indeed of the two the moft 
dangerous; for in fuch a Cafe the Man 
propofing is deceived himfelf, through his 
Ignorance, and deceives or offers to deceive 
the Tradefman innocently, and without any 
Defign of Evil ; believing that the Propo* 
lal is really every Way as advantageous as 
he (the Propofer) fets it out to be, of- 
fering to embark with him in an equal 
Rifque, and on an equal Foot with himfclf j 
in which Cafe, if it fail, the Confequence 
is, that they are both deceived together, and 
perhaps both ruinM together ; and yet the 
Man that drew him in may be no Deceiver 
neither, as is often the Cafe. 

Now here the Perfeftion of the Traded 
man's Judgment fhews itfelf; here is need 
of his utmoft Skill and Penetration, to fee into 
the deficient Parts of a fair and promifing 
Outfide, to weigh with an unbiafs'd and im- 
partial Judgment every Thing, not that 
appears only, but all the Events, all the 
Difappointments, and all the crofs Incidents 
that may happen to thwart the Expe&ations 
of the Propofer, and render the Defign 
abortive, and, according to thefe Difcoveries, 
to clofe with, or to decline the Adventure. 

By this Prefeience of his Underftanding 
and Judgment he concludes thus : It is pol- 
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fible, indeed,; luch an Undertaking may an- 
fwer, nay, 'tis very probable too, and there 
are fuch and fuch good Profpe&s in it, and 
I believe the Man means no Fraud, but is 
perfeftly honeft in the Defign of it ; but 
I fee there are Difficulties in it too, and here 
it may fall fhort, there it may mifcarry; 
here I may be difappointed, and there I 
may be difappointed ; and upon the Whole^ 
I doubt it will do me no good, and there- 
fore I will not meddle with it, I wont ven- 
ture ; I'll let it alone ; better fit ftill 3 than 
rife up and fall. 

This Caution is the fafe Side of a TradeC- 
man's Management ; and we feldom fee fuch 
a Man mifcarry ; 'tis the only Perfection of 
his Judgment to be able to give a Nega- 
tive, and to give himfelf a Reafon for it j 
for the Difficulty of refufing, lies in the 
Tradefinan himfelf j the powerful Inclina- 
tion to get Money is in a Tradefman like the 
Attraction in the Centre of the Solar Syftem ; 
it draws all the Bodies within its Compafs to, 
or towards itfelf ; it influences all their Mo- 
tions, and directs them to their proper End. 

Gain is the Tradefman's Life, 'tis the 
EfTence of his Being, as a qualified Tradef- 
man. Convenience, and the Supply of ne- 
ceffary Things for Life, were the firft Caufes 
indeed of Trade ; but the Reafon and End 
of the Tradefman is to get Money : 'Tis the 
Polc-Star and Guide 3 the Aim and Defign 

of 
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of all his Motions; 'tis the Center and 
Point to which all his Aftions tend ; 'tis 
the Soul of Bufinefs, the Spur of Induftry^ 
the Wheel that turns within all the Wheels 
of his whole Bufinefs, and gives Motion to 
all the reft. 

Now, 'tis hard to turn the Tradefinan 
from any Undertaking which has a probable 
View of Gain in it : The Propofal comes 
with great Advantage to him, when the very 
Profped fhines in his Eyes with liich a 
Luftre, that 'tis a mecr Prepolfeflion in fa- 
vour of the Defign itfelf, he is half 
engaged before he looks into the Infide : 
This makes him fee every Thing afterward 
with an already -biafs'd Judgment, and the 
Sight of his. Underftanding is dazzled, fo 
that he fees every Thing near hand double, 
and Thing remote not at all. 

By this Delufion, the Man is too apt to be 
drawn into the Snare, clofes eagerly with a 
new proje&ed Scheme, jumps at the Bait, 
and fees not the Hook j and many an inno- 
cent unthinking Tradefman is ruined by thefe 
Precipitations. But the Man of Bufinels takes 
Things quite another Way; he weighs eve- 
ry Part with a calm Mind and a fteady Judg- 
ment ; he has, what the late King William 



Heart, and a ccol Head ; his Pulie beats high 
for the Profit of a Bufinels, as high as any 
M*m's, but his Hand will not . go before his 



faid of the Duke of Marlborough 
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Head ; his Aft and DeeA^wttt not run be- 
fore his Judgment ; he maturely confiders 
and weighs every Article, ftates the Ac- 
count of Profit and Lois, with an Equality 
of Judgment, and wifely ftands ready to 
give the Negative, as eafily as the Affirma- 
tive, if he fees an Occafion. 

The real Difficulty of this is a Teftimo- 
ny, that a Compleat Tradefman muft be no 
Fool ; there is much more of the wife Man 
to be feen in the Negative, than in the Af- 
firmative, in almoft all the Parts of Life* 
'Tis one of the Chara&ers of a Man of 
Senfe, that he knows how to fay No. How 
many well-natur'd 3 eafy-temper'd, good-hu- 
mour'd Gentlemen are ruined in the World, 
ruined in their Morals, in their Fortunes, in 
their Profpe&s, mecrly for Want of this hap- 
py Negative, for Want of the Power of 
faying No. 

Society tempts, a pleafant Companion in- 
vites, this Friend fends, and that Friend calls ; 
the eafy, good-humoured, weak Creature, 
goes immediately; he has no Powet to refill; 
he has no Negative, he cannot fay No, and 
away he goes, be it to the Tavern, or to a 
worfe Houfe ; nay, be it to the Gaming-Ta- 
ble, or ftill worfe, the Highway. 

But the rough pofitive Temper is the fafe 
Man ; that can be furly, and if he diflikes 
the Propofals, however his Inclination may 
tempt him j yet turns upon his Heel, and 
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fays No } that's the Man that cfcapes the Danv* 
S er - 

It is the fame Thing in Trade : The fafe 
Man is he that can fay No ; who confidering 
all the Circumftances of a Propofal, and 
weighing the bad againft the good, the pro- 
bable Mifcarriage againft the probable Stie- 
cefs, maturely fays No ; declines the Propo- 
fal, and avoids the Danger ; is content to be 
fafe rather than rich, to be eafy rather than 
bufy, that is, cautious of Hazard, as well as 
forward for Profit* 

This, therefore, is the Wifdom of a Trades- 
man, and it requires a great Share of Un- 
derftanding, as^well as of Prudence, to guide 
the Man of Bufinefs in this Part ; for it is 
a difficult Thing, and the wifeft Man may 
be miftaken ; he may refufe an Advantage 
as well on one Hand, and (as they call it in 
the Language of Trade) ftand in his own 
Light, as well as avoid a Lofs on t'other ; 
all that can be faid is, he muft judge for him- 
felf : And that brings me back to the Propo- 
fitions advanc'd above, viz. that the Traded 
man muft be no Fool. 

There are, indeed, a Set of Men in the 
World, and in our particular Britijb World 
of Trade too, for that is what I mean by our 
World, who have but a very mean Share of 
Underftanding, and yet carry on great Trades, 
go through a great deal of Bufinefs, and 
with Succcfs too; nay, fbme are of Opi- 
nion, 



Digitized by Google 



The Compleat Tridcfiniii; 83 

liion, that thefe downright empty-headed 
Tradefinen are the fafeft, and belt, and the 
moft likely to thrive ; and we often find it 
fo. 

But then I muft add, thefe are generally 
Men, who either have a certain natural Cau- 
{\on in their Tempers, which guides them to 
fay No, as above, though they do it without 
any Ad of their Judgment, becaufe they have 
little or nt> Judgment to ad with ; Or that 
have a kind of a Sagacity, as the Birds efpe- 
cially, and alfo other Brutes have, to be 
afraid of every Body, and fo they truft nd 
Body; they arc Ihy of every Thing that 
fUrs, and every Body that offers; believe 
every Body will bite them, and cheat them , 
and by this they are fecured ; nothing can 
hurt them, for they meddle with nothing ; 
no Body can cheat them, becaufe they truft 
no Body ; no Body deceives them, becaufe 
they believe no Bpdy. 

But this kind of general Jcaloufy of 
Mankind, is not the Ad or Effed of the 
Tradefman's Judgment ; it is not his Wif- 
dom, as I was juft now fpeaking, and the 
Perfedion of his Trading Prudence ; but 'tis 
a meer brutal Part, grols and rough, fordid- 
ly ignorant , and neither guided by Reafon, 
or by the Nature of the Thing 'tis neither 
an Ad of Prudence or of Forefight, but a 
meer Part of furly Ignorance, and Humour : 
Such Men as thefe, as they are fafc from 

G a th£ 
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the Accident of their Temper, fo they are 
rich, if it fo happens to them* meerly from 
the Confcquence of being So and So ftated in 
a Round of Bufinefs, by the Accident of 
their Situation ; having perhaps jump'd into 
a Shop, or into a Trade, by Succellion to 
Parents or Mailers, who left it to them j and fb 
going right forward, like the Carrier's Horfe 
in the Road, where they were always ufed 
to travel j as they would be loft if they were 
but juft turnM out into a ftrange Track, 
where they had never gone before, fb they 
are obftinate againft all Propofals, that may 
turn them out of the old Path.. 

Their Succefs, I fay, is the meer Effe£t 
of their Situation in Trade; and if they are 
put out of the Road of Bufinefs, they are 
loft ; they neither know to go on, or how to 
find their Way into the Road again from 
^whence they come. 

These are a fort of Pafllvc People, who 
ftand as an Exception againft a general Rulej 
who thrive in their Ignorance, and grow rich, 
not by their WilHom, but meerly by being 
Fools \ meerly becaufe they were in the Road, 
and had neither Courage or Underftanding 
to go out of it. 

But if a Fool in Trade happens to thrive, 
and perhaps thrives becaufe he is a Fool, yet 
it does not at all argue againft my Propofi- 
tion, that a Tradefinan fhould be a Man of 
Senfc. If the honeft Tradefinen were all 

Fools, 
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Fools, the t'other Half^ I mean the K s 

Tradefinen, would be all Aldermen, that is 
to lay, all rich; for they would foon make 
their Market of their Neighbours; for all 
the Fools would not be wary and cautious, 
like him hinted at above, and the reft would 
be undone j in a word, a Fool may be a 
Tradefman, but the Compleat Tradefman I 
fpeak of, muft not be a Fool. 

Nor could fuch wile Fools as that I have 
xlelcribM, carry on the vaft Inland Commerce 
of this Nation : Here and there a weak Man 
aflting within his own narrow Circle, and 
having the Pattern of wifer Heads round 
him, to be as it were, his Pole-Star to ftcer 
by, may go plodding on, as I have faid, 
and may do well enough, may ad with a 
little, and keep himfelf up tolerably well : 
But when we come to defcribe a Man of Cor- 
refpondence and of general Trade, a Man 
carrying on a Head of Bufinels , and, as we 
fay, driving the World before him ; the poor 
empty-headed Man I fpeak of, muft not be 
the Man ; his Capacity is not equal to it ; 
as his Underftanding is confin'd, fo muft his 
Correipondence ; a large Bufinefs would be 
too much for his Head, if it was not too 
much for his Hands ; as his Brains are limit- 
ed, fo would his Circle of Bufinels be re- 
ftrained ; and it would appear, he could ne- 
ver be a Compleat Tradefman, becaufe he 
was a Fool. 

G 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Of the honeft Trade/man^ when by Time 
and long Succefs in Trade y he is grown 
well to fafsj how he ought to govern him- 
/elf j and how to guard againft Difafters 
which naturally attend a frofperous 
Circumjlance in Trade. 

E are now to fqppofe a Tradefinan, 
having been twenty Tears, or per- 
haps more, in his Bufinefs, and 
having purfued it with an honeft 
Diligence, and been bleft, that is, with tole- 
rable Succefs is grown warm in his Neft, is 
beforehand in the World, and begins to be 
failed a rich Man. 

I'll take it for granted too, that having 
prdfpered thus long, he has gaiq'd fbm? 
Reputation and Charader in the World: 
And there are three Chara&crs ; one of whicfy 
a Tradefman of fuch ftanding generally 
comes under the Name of, whether with 
good or bad Fame. 

i. That he has been a Hard-Head j a 
Devourer, zjew y for fche£ and more 
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iiich arc the general Titles by which fiich 
Tradefinen are ufually diitinguilh'd and 
known j that he will let no Body live 
i>y him, th.it he will skin a Flint, that 
he will buy cheaper than any Man 
can fell, and fell dearer than any Man 
.can buy ; that he cares not who finks 
if he can but fwim ; that h£ grinds the 
Faces of his Workmen, and will hard- 
ly let a poor Man live by his Labour : 
Thus he has got what he has by gri* 
ping and fqucezing of labouring Men ; 
and that it will never .thrive with him, 
and the like. 
V Or they tell you he has got it by 
Sharping and Trickingj undermining 
of his Neighbours, worming People 
out of their Intercft in Things, and 
fetting up Bubbles and Bites to cheat 
the WQrld withj that he is a Man of 
,no Confcience^ that cares not who lofes 
ibhe can but gain; that he (in a word) 
cheats every Body if he can, but takes 
care no Body fhall cheat him ; that he 
has been a Knave in his Dealing, over- 
reaching and defrauding wherever he 
could ; that fb he did but get Money, 
he car'd not how he got it, nor of 
whom ; that he neither valued the 
Blefling of the Rich, or the Curies of 
the Poor, fo he could but get Money by 
them- This is a dreadful Charader, 

G 4 
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it muft be confefs'd^ and that there 
arc fome Tradefmeti that deferve it, 
muft alfo be granted : But the next is 
a brighter Side by a great deal, viz, 
3. That he is an honeft, open-hearted, 
generous, fair-dealing Tradefinan ; that 
every Body fpeaks well of him, loves 
to deal with him ; and whether they 
get or lofc by him, they are always 
pleated; that he treats the Rich with 
good Manners, and the Poor with good 
Language, is courteous and kind to 
all People, and that in particular he is a 
pun&ual Pay-Mafter ; that when he has 
made a Bargain, whether he gets or 
lofes by it, he always performs it, and 
without Murmuring or Cavilling ; that 
he takes no unjuft Advantage, does not 
lie upon the Catch to fupplant any 
Body, and fcorns, in Ihort, to do an 
ill Thing, though he might gain by 
it; that his Word is as facred as his 
Bond; that he never grinds the Face of 
the Poor, but pays for his Work chcar- 
fully and readily, and is content to let 
poor Men live by him ; that he fcorns 
to make Miftake pafi for Payment, or 
to lie upon the Catch to trapan his 
Neighbour; in a word, that he is a 
fair, downright, honeft Man, God has 
bleft him, and every Body gives him a 
good Word. 

I 
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I believe I may venture to fay, that one 
of thefe three Chara&ers fakes in almoft all 
the thriving Part of our Tradefincn, let 
them be of what Trade, or of what kind 
of Bufinels they will : It is true, there are 
fome who come under a middling kind of 
Half-in-Half Character, and are neither well 
^ken of, or ill Ipoken of; neither well 
thought of, or ill thought of ; no People 
hardly know what to make of them, or 
what to lay to them; they are dole and 
concealed, honeft in Shew, and never bite 
ahd devour, but when no Body fees them, 
and when they can do it fecurely; that 
are fond of being called honeft Men, an4 
make as if they would deferve it ; but cut 
fharp, go dole to the Brink of Knavery, tho* 
they would not be thought to ftep out be- 
yond their Bounds ; that keep themfelves to 
themielves ; and, in a word, no Body knows 
where to have them. 

These muft be what they are ; as no Bo- 
dy fpeaks much ill of them, fo I fhall fay 
little well of them, only this, that they arc 
none of the People that will raife the Credit 
of the Tradefmen in general to any great 
Height; and when a Slanderer tells us that 

all Tradefinen muft be K , we cannot 

bring this Tradefman out for a Voucher in 
their Behalf, 

But now, to fpeak of the Tradefman as 
fuch, let his juft Chara&er be as it will, what is 

% his 
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his Bufinefs now he is, as we fay, thriven, 
and grown rich ; he underftood his Bufiaefi, 
or elfe he would not have gone on fo well ; 
but let me tell him, he is not paft the Dan- 
ger yet ; Men of the beft Figures in Trade 
haye met with a Fall, and have made a Slip 
at laft, which at one Blow have ruin'd all 
their Profpe&s, blafted them a,t once, and 
overthrown at one Blow all their twenty 
Years Labour: Witnpls the late Dire&ors 
of the South-Sea Company ; and let their 
Fall be juft or unjuft, that is not my Bufi- 
nefs; perhaps I am not of the lame Opi- 
nion with the general Clamour under which 
they fell; but this Part is exa&ly to my 
presently Purpofe. 

Many of thole Gentlemen were Trade£- 
men of long Handing ; they had behav'd fo 
as to have obtain'd, and as I have heard, 
to deferve an unfpotted Reputation in Trade : 
If they were not honeft Men, there were 
indeed no honeft Men in Trade in the World, 
nay, fome received that Teftimony even in 
the very Article of their Misfortune, and 
jnay be faid to fall, only in confequence of 
the Title they bore, and the Office they 
were embarked in, tho* it appeared they had 
not a&ed one way or other ; but if I may 
ufe the Words of an infinitely lupcrior Cale, 
they were number'd with Tranfgreflbrs. 

Yet thefc Men fell into Ruin ; as Down 
a Precipice, ingulphM at once in the commoo 

Calamity, 
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Calamity; as Dire&ors without dire&ing ; as 
guilty, tho' innocent j as blackened with the 
general Calumny, tho' not particularly car 
lumniated. 

Even the worft of thofe unhappy Gen- 
tlemen, how were they fent into the Wil- 
derneft like the 'Scape Goat, with the Sins 
of their Superiors upon their Heads , bearing 
the Burden for other People's Crimes, and 
linking, as it were, on purpofe, to let other? 
fwim. 

But not to enter into particular Cafes any 
farther than to make them Examples for the 
Caution of others, and to intimate to the 
World, how they ought to aft in theConduft 
of Trading Life, which is the moft intricate 
of all humaji Meafurcs ; let the People I 
an* writing to take the Hint, and than leave 
the Perfons to their own Oppreflions, which 
^re heavy enough : The Ufc of it to us in 
the Cafe before me is this, 

A Tradefman is never fafe ; his Condition 
L> fubje&ed to innumerable Cafualties, and 
to unavoidable Difafters ; No Eftate is lb big 
as not to be in Hazard , no Pofture of his 
Affairs out of the Reach of Accidents ; while 
he continues in Trade, like a Seaman, tho' 
he is at the Mouth of the Harbour, nay, 
«fho' fafe in the Port, and come to an An- 
chor, he can never fay he is entirely out 
of Danger, and perfeftly fafe, till he has fet 
both Feet fafe on Shore j in the Mer- 
chandize 
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chandize on board 'tis the fame, the Voyage 
is not ended till the Goods are landed, and 
in the Merchant's Warehoufe. 

In like manner, the Tradefman is not paft 
the Danger till his Bottom is wound up j 
and if he continues in Trade, we may fay 
of him, he is never perfectly fafe till he is 
naird up between two Elm Boards ; never 
out of Danger till he is in his Grave j no 
State of Prosperity fo high, or fb great, but 
fbme have fallen from as high a Condition. 

I once faw a Spectacle, which, tho' I was 
entirely unconcerned, mov'd me fb much 7 
that it brought Tears into my Eyes in fpite 
of all my Refblution, and, I am perfwaded, 
mull a little affect the moft fenfible Reader. 
It was a Citizen of London j a Tradefman; 
he did not live far from the Monument, and 

his Name was : I conceal it in com- 

paflion to his Memory : He was not only 
believed, but it was afterwards proved that 
he was a clear Man, all his Debts paid, 
with upwards of xooooo /. in his Pocket. 

In the Height of his Profperity I have 
feen him cloathed in Embroideries, snd 
Cloath of Gold Waftcoats, his Coach and 
fix Horfes, and three or four Footmen waiting 
for him at the Exchange-Gate : His Lady 
in her guilt Chariot, which coft 400 /. her 
Habit the richeft imaginable, tout Brilliant \ 
as the French call it, covered with Diamonds 
and Jewels, without Price, 
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Within lcfs than twenty Years I faw 
this Man led into Mr. Baron Hat fell's Cham- 
ber in the Temple \ between two of his Cre- 
ditors, crying like a Child, and hardly able 
to fupport the Weight of his Grief. The 
Creditors came with him, to teftify how his 
Calamity had mafter'd all their Refentment ; 
and one of his Creditors was lb mov'd, that 
he wept at the very Spectacle. In a word,- 
he came to be difcharg'd by the A& of Par- 
liament called, the AB for difcharging 'Deb- 
tors, where two Thirds in Number, and 
Value of their Creditors, complied; and 
this poor Man came to claim the Benefit of 
it, bringing in his Hand his Inftrument of 
Compofition for one Penny in the Pound } 
I fay one Penny for every twenty Shillings, 
for ninety thouland Pound Debts ; and, as 
one of the Creditors told me, they were to 
take his Bond for that Penny. 

Behold the Viciffitudes of aTradefman's 
Life , if a Man riding in his Coach and Six, 
with 100000 /. in his Pocket, may fink un- 
der the Difafters of Trade, who then can 
fay he is fafe, and out of Danger : How of- 
ten have I heard a Tradefman lay, / loft 
30000 /. by fuch a Trojeft : I loft 20000 /. 
by fuch a Company : How muft it be with 
many a Man, when within the Space of 
two or three Years the Eaft- India Com- 
pany Stock would be worth 350 I. per Cent. 
and down beneath 70/. per Cent. The 

African 
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African Stock at 400 /. /w Cent, and fink 
down under 40 /. and this thirty Years and 
more before the South- Sea Diftra&ions pof- 
fefs'd the Nation. 

The Linneri Manufa&ufe Was at 400/. 
fer Cent, and not worth ten Pounds within 
the Gompafs of lefs than five Years. 

The Paper Company was at the like 
Rate of 400 /. per Cent, and at length came 
down to no Buyers, and confequently no 
Price. 

The Hudfon Bay Compariy the like, and 
their Colony and Plantation gone, taken by 
the French j and the Stock funk to nothing. 
Th e like was to be faid of feveral other 
- Projeds and Undertakings at that Time ; 
and how many flourilhing Tradefmen funk 
under it ? nay, fome that did not fall by 
Stock-jobbing and Bubbling ; for thefe 
Things were young in the World, and 
fcarce heard of in thefe Days. 

I might go back beyond thefe, to the Times 
of King Charles II. and the Ihutting up 
the Exchequer : How many flourilhing 
Tradefmen funk in thofe Times, who 
thought themfelvcs above the Reach of 
Trading Dilafters ? The Forths j who were 
once Men of liich Funds and Figure, that 
one of them undertook to farm the Reve- 
nue of Ireland ; of whom, when they fail- 
ed, King Charles II. £aid merrily , that 
three Fourths of the City were broke : It 
2 feems 
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fcems there were three Brothers ofthem;and 
at laft they all came to be fo low, that they 
were maintained by mere Charity. 

How many City Knights, Aldermen, and 
fome of them Lord Mayors, can I reckon 
up from Sir Robert Vyner to Sir Juftus 
Beck f who-fewe liink from a Knighthood, 
and immenfe Wealth to the loweft Mifery 
and Poverty : I think I can reckon fourteen 
within the Compals of my own Remem- 
brance, befides fome Hundreds equal to them 
in Wealth, tho' not honoured with the 
Sir and the Gold Chain, Some of thefe were, 

Sir Robert Vyner, Sir John Sweet apple. 

Aid. Backwell, Sir Matthew Kirwood, 

Aid. Forth, and his Sir Thomas Cook, 

Two Brothers, Sir Bafil Firebrafs, 
Sir Thomas Vyner * cum a His. 

These are recent Teftimonies that no Prof- 
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himfelf a fafe Man, till he is entirely drawn 
out of Trade, and, as I faid before, landed 
in the Grave, or in his Country Retreat, 
and can fay, he has no more to do with Bu«* 
finefi. , 

Hence then, the Tradefinan is not above 
Caution, let his Condition be what it will t 
My Caution is this, never to run out of his 
Bufinefs into Hazards, great Undertakings, 

capital 
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capital Adventures, wild Experiments upori 
Prefumption of Succefs, and upon Profped 
of new Advantage and farther Gain : Me-< 
thinks a Man that has once aoooo L in his 
tocketj fliould not want to be advifed to be 
fatisfied with the Road of Bufinefs, which 
has raisM him to that Height, and not to 
hazard a Fall, in order to rile higher. 

He that is not fatisfied, and does not think 
himfelf rich enough with 20000/. in his 
Pocket, neither would he be fatisfied one Jot 
the more, if he had five Times that Sumw 
Where was the Man in the late diltra&ed 
Times, who thought himfelf well, and fat 
Hill content with the moft immenlc Sum? 
had it been poflible, we had not had fo many 
tuined Families now among us, curfing their* 
own Avarice, and lamenting their Folly j I 
Was worth fo much and fo much} fome 
50000/. fome twice as much, but could not 
be content, and fo fool'd it away all. 

Let the wife and wary Tradefman take 
the Hint, keep within the Bounds where 
Providence has placed him, be content to rife 
gradually and gently, as he has done j and 
as he is fufficiently rich, if he will make 
it more, let it be in the old Road ; go loftly 
on, leaft he comes not foftly down. 

Precipitations of all Kinds are dangerous , 
a Tradefman rifes gently, but he falls hafti- 
ly ; nay, which is worfe than all the reft, 
and is particular to the Difafters of Trade, a 

Tradef- 
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Tradefinan feldom ftumbles, but he falls; 
the Realbn lies here, the Icaft Slip of a 
Tradefinan touches his Credit, and if his Cre- 
dit is touch'd, the Tradefinan is gone: He 
may ftruggle for fbme Time, atid if his Bot- 
tom is very good, he may perhaps keep him- 
felf from a mortal Wound ; but let his Bot- 
tom be what it will, he rarely recovers it in 
Trade^ never goes on chearfully and tho- 
roughly if his Credit is hurt by the Blow : 
'Tis like fbme Dileafes, which, tho' they may 
be cur'd as the Phyficians call a Cure, yet 
they leave a Taint in the Blood, which is ne- 
ver thoroughly carried off, but breaks out 
again upon all Occafions of other Illnefs, 
and the Man is never perfedly found while 
he lives. 

I know 'tis obje&ed, that when a Man is 
once grown rich, his Dependance upon Cre- 
dit is at an End ; what cares he ? or rather, 
what need he care for Credit, that has twen- 
ty thoufand Pounds in his Pocket ? 

I would rather fay, what need he care for 
Trade, that has twenty thoufand Pound ii\ 
his Pocket ? why ftiould he trade any farther? 
and what need he defire any more, that has 
fuch a Bank? 'Tis Time to leave off and 
have done ; 'tis Time to leave labouring for 
the World, when he has the World, as they 
call it, in a String. 

I muft confefs, I am of Opinion, it would be 
much better for the publick Intereft of Trade, 

H and 
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and for the Tradefmen too, if every Man that 
is advanced in Bufinefs, fo as to be worth 
twenty thoufand Pounds, Ihould leave off} 
as I have faid above, that it would be 
much better for Trade, and for the publick 
State of Bufinefs ; fo I add now, 'twould be 
much better for the Nation in general, that 
twenty Tradefmen, with each a thoufend 
Pound in his Pocket, were employed in 
Trade, than one Tradefman with twenty 
thoufand Pounds, For firft, the fame Trade 
would then maintain twenty Families, which 
now fupports but one. z. Thofe twenty Fa- 
milies, would in confequence, have abun- 
dance of Dependencies more upon them, 
than one fingle Family, let that one Family 
make as good a Figure in Trade as they will. 
3. The twenty Families would ad, with lefs 
Danger to one another, and to Trade in 
general^ than one over-rich Tradefinan 
does, or can do. 

I explain my felf thus : 

1. The Number of Families maintained 
by Trade, while the Commerce it felf 
is under no Oppreffion by them, is a 
vifible Benefit, nay, even a Bleffing to 
the Nation, where the Trade is carried 
currently on, as that Increafe of People, 
is a Bleffing in it felf; but 'tis a far- 
ther Benefit too, as it is an Increafe of 
the diligent Part of the People^ an In- 
creafe 
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crealc not of Vagrants and indigent Peo- 
ple ; Mouths that are unprofitable and 
that live upon the Labour of other Peo- 
ple, more capable or more induftrious 
than themfelves ; but as it is an Increafe 
of Bufinefs, and of People to do it : An 
Incrcafc of Labour always brings Hands 
together to perform it, and the multiply- 
ing of diligent labouring People, where 
Work is found to employ them, is cer- 
tainly a publick Benefit to the Nation. 

I cannot think I fliould be ask'd fo weak a 
Qucftion, whether a Trade carried on by 
twenty Mafter-Tradefman, with each Man a 
thoufend Pound in Stock, lhall not necelTari- 
ly employ more People than that fame Trade* 
carried on by one Mafter-Tradefman, with 
the fame Stock united in oneHand ; the Fad is 
fo eafily to be demonftrated, that it will hardly 
bear the Name of a Queftion. Suppofe it was 
only that they keep every one an Apprentice, 
and one other Servant, it cannot be fuggefted, 
that the other Tradefman, tho' with twenty 
thouland Pounds in his Pocket, would keep 
twenty Apprentices and twenty Servants, be 
it almoft of any Trade whatever ; and if it 
was not a Shop- keeping Trade, but an Em- 
ployment that required Ibme Hands> yet the 
rich Mafter-Tradefman could not employ 
twenty Times the Number of Men, as the 
fingle thoufand Pound Man would do ; fo 

H 2 that 
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that even that Way the common Intereft 
lies beft in the twenty Hands than in one. 

Add to this what relates to the fecond 
Confideration above, viz* that the twenty 
Tradefmen muft inhabit twenty Houfes, pay- 
abundantly a greater Proportion to all Man- 
ner of Taxes, be rated perhaps twenty Times 
as much to the Poor, to Parifli Taxes, to 
the Church, to the Highways, and to every 
perfbnal Rate j for fbmetimes the Tradefinan, 
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with a thoufand Pounds Stock ; lb that in 
all thefe Cafes the dividing Trade into many 
Hands, is a much greater Advantage to the 
Publick, than to have it continued in one 
Hand only. 

As to the laft Head, viz. that it would be 
better for Trade itfelf, 'tis an Article of par* 
ticular Moment in the Subject I am upon, and 
brings me forward to the immediate Subjeft of 
the next Chapter, relating to Mifchiefs or- 
dinarily attending Trade, from the Encroach- 
ings, Engroflings, and other avaricious Mea- 
fures which are often the Confequences of an 
over-grown Tradefman's pulhing ftill on 
when he is too great and too powerful for 
his Neighbours. 

Those Tradefinen, who, tho' increased 
in their Trade, can fet no Bounds to their De- 
fires } who neither know when they have 
enough, or when they have too much, are 

often- 
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oftentimes fatal in their Meafores, not only 
to their Neighbours in Trade, but even to 
Trade itfelfj and therefore the Publick is 
fometimes obliged to make Laws againft them 
to reftrain their Exorbitancids and Excefles, 
and to prevent their eating up the little 
Tradefinen about them. 

These are the Laws againft Extortion, 
taking large Intereft for Money, engroffing 
particular Commodities, foreftalling Mar* 
lets, Combinations in Trade, and the like ; 
all which are the EfFe&s of large over- 
mateh'd Stocks, and the Capital Proje&s of 
moneyed Men in Trade ; and if it were not for 
fiich Laws, fometimes the finaller TradeC* 
men would be over-run, be foreclosed in 
Trade, and be left to ftand at their Shops 
or Shop-Doors unemployed, and without 
Bufmefs. ' 



J 






III 



ftill on in Trade, is really far from being a 
publick Benefit to Trade itfeif in the gene- 
ral, or to the Country where he lives ; or it 
is far from a Benefit to Trade to have it con- 
traded in a few Hands, to have it circulate 
in Grofi, and be manag'd by a few Mafters, 
^ I might run it out, for farther Explana- 
tion, into the particular manufafturing 
Tradefinen, where it is much more to be lecn 
than in the Shop-keeping Part j but \ lhall 
fpe^k of it again at large in its Place. 

H 3 I 
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I return therefore to the rich Tradcfman, 
whofe Cafe was the principal Subjed of this 
Chapter : Two Things arc abfolutely neceC- 
fary to him to take into his Concern, and 
are never below him, lb long as Trade itfelf 
is not below him. 

.Fir/?, He is to be cautious ftill of not launch- 
ing out beyond himfelf : Nothing of its kind 
is more common than for the Tradefinan, 
when he once finds himfelf grown rich, to 
have his Head full of great Dcfigns and 
new Undertakings. He finds his Cafti flow 
in upon him, and perhaps he is fuller of 
Money than his Trade calls for ; and as he 
icarce knows how to employ more Stock in 
it than he does, his Ears arc the fooner 
open to any Project or Propofal that offers 
itfelf j and I -muft add, that this is the moll 
critical Time with him in all his Life 9 if 
ever he is danger of Ruin, 'tis juft then, 

I . He is firft of the Opinion, that as he has 
an over-grown Stock, he ought to em- 
ploy it, and that no Money ought to 
lie idle ; what though it is an Adven- 
ture a little out of his Way, he only 
employs fbme loofe Corns in it, Ibme 
fmall Sums that he can lpare, and which 
he does not value ; if he lofes them it 
won't hurt him, and the like. 

x. That 
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a. That 'tis a probable Undertaking; that 
it may hit, and then he fhall do his Bu- 
finefs at once ; and then comes all the 
great Things into his Head that am- 
bitious Men fire their Thoughts with, 
which turn the Windmill of his Brain 
fb faft, that they make him delirious in 
Trade, and he is a meer Trade Luna- 
tick ever after. 

This therefore, I fay, is the moft critical 
Time of a Tradefman's Life ; at this Moment 
he is more in Danger of being undone than 
ever he was when he had not 500/. in his 
Pocket. For, 

Secondly^ He ought to be told, that no 
Tradefman is out of Danger of being un- 
.done while he continues in Trade, that no 
Eftate, no over-grown Circumftance is too 
great to be ruin'd by a Projed; nay, the 
greater and ftronger his Stock, and the vainer 
hei is of it, the more Danger he is in of run* 
ning fome bold Adventure, which may at 
laft give him a mortal Wound, and hazard 
the Overthrow of all his Fortunes at once. 
I could name fuch Examples of this, that 
has happened within our own Knowledge and 
Memory, that would put it out of all Ques- 
tion \ and I forbear meerly becaufe I would 
not open the Wounds of the unhappy Suf- 

H 4 ferers 
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fcrcrs, and bring the Miferable upon the 
Stage again, to renew their Sorrpws, 

He that in this World thinks himfelf fe- 
cure againil the Shocks of Fortune, as we 
may well call them, feems either to know 
very little of the World, or to think hut lit- 
tle of what he does know : No Station is 
above Difaftcr ; and no Man is fo fiibjeft to 
them, as he that having a ftrong Fund, is yet 
for pulhing at more, not knowing when he 
/ hijs enough, or not latisfied with enough. 
As Ambition is the Ruin of the greateft Mo- 
narch when he grafps at, and would devour 
his innocent neighbouring Princes and States, 
ib Avarice is often the Ruin of the greateft 
Tradefmen, when not fatisfied with having 
gain'd a plentiful Fortune by their Diligence 
and Application, they are refolv'd to pufti at 
greater Things than they can grafp, launch 
out of their Depth in Trade, and blinded with 
the Vanity of their projeded Hopes, do not 
fee their Danger. 

An ill Pilot as loon loles a great Ship as 
a fmall, and a rich Cargo is as eafiiy fhip- 
wreck'd as a poor : The Rocks and Sands which 
lie under Water hid and concealM, are as 
dangerous to a Man of War as to a Merchant 
Ship; and the Number of its Guns, which 
makes it terrible to other Enemies, are ra- 
ther Inftruments to forward its Ruin, in cafe 
of Tcmpefts and Storms, than Helps to deli- 
ver it. The, 
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. The richer the Tradefman is, the bolder 
he is apt to be in his Adventures, not being to 
be fb eafily wounded by a Lofs ; but as the 
Gamefter is tempted to throw again, to re- 
trieve the paft Lofs , fb one Adventure in 
Trade draws in another, till at laft comes a 
capital Lois, which weakens the Stock, and 
which wounds the Reputation ; and thus, by 
one Lofs coming in the Neck of another, 
the Tradefman is firft made defperate , in his 
Defperation ventures at all, and fb is at once 
undone. 

If any Man fhould be fo ill-naturM as to 
tell me I fpeak too feelingly upon this Part 
of the Subjed, though it may not be the 
kindeft Thing he could have faid to a poor 
Author, yet it may not be the worfe for 
the Argument : An old Sailor, that has fplit 
upon a funk Rock, and has loft his Ship, is 
not the worft Man to make a Pilot of for 
that Coaft ; on the contrary, he is in par- 
ticular able to guide thofe that come after 
him to Ihun the Dangers of that ijnhappy 
Place. 

Trade is a fafe Channel to thofe that 
keep in the fair Way, (fo the Sailors call the 
ordinary Entrance into an Harbour ;) but 
if in Contempt of Dangers, and of fair 
Warnings, any Man will run out of the 
Courfe, neglect the Buoys and Marks which 
are fet up by the Publick for the Direction, 
of Sailors, and, at all Hazards, venture 
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among the Rocks, he is to blame no body 
but himfelf if he lofes his Ship. 

The Sum of the Matter is this j That no 
Tradefman, however rich and profperous, 
fliould think himfelf out of the Reach of 
Misfortunes in Bufinefs, and therefore none 
fliould run upon needlefs Hazards and Diffi- 
culties, in confidence of their own good Sue- 
qefs in Things paft, and upon the Aflurancc 
of their Strength of Stock, no Condition 
being beyond the Reach of Difafter. 

How unpitied do fiich Men fall ? how 
does the World reproach them with Stupidi^ 
ty and Folly, when they who had no need 
to hazard themfelves, run into unlikely Ad- 
venturings, and ruin themfelves without 
Gaufe j who thinking themfelves fafe, fall 
when no body throws them down, and fur- 
prize the World with their Difafters, when 
every one thought them ftcure from all Di- 
fafter ? 

I know no State of Life, I mean in that 
we call the Middle Station of it, and among 
the fenfiblc Part of Mankind, which is more 
iuited to make Men perfeftly eafy, and com- 
fortable to themfelves* than that of a thriving: 
Tradcfman : He feems not only thoroughly 
fettled with Refpect to his Circumftances, 
but that Settlement feems the beft fecur'd and 
eftabiifh'd ; and tho' he is not uncapable of a 
Difafter, yet is in the beft Manner fene'd 
again ft it of any Man whatever. 

His 

i 
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His Life is perfe&ly eafy, furroundcd 
with Delights ; every Way his Profped is 
good ; if he is a Man of Senfe, he has the 
belt Phylofophick Retreats that any Station 
of Life offers him : He is able to retire from 
Hurry, to contemplate his own Felicity, and 
• to fee it the leaft encumber'd of any State 
of the middle Part of Life : And as the low 
State of Life is in itfelf the beft qualified to 
make a Man really happy, fb he has the 
beft Station in that low State. 

He is below the Snares of the Great, and 
above the Contempt of thole that are call'd 
Low : His Bufinefs is a Road of Life, with 
few or no uneven Places in it j no chequer'd 
Work, no Hills and Dales in it, no Woods 
and Wildernefles to lofe his Way, and wan- 
der in : Plenty furrounds him, and the In- 
creale flows in daily : Like a fwelling Tide, 
he has a Flood without an Overwhelming ; 
Deeps without Drowning, Heights without 
falling : He is a lafe Man, nothing can hurt 
him but himfelf : If he comes into any MiC- 
chiefs, they are of his own chufing ; if he falls, 
\is his own doing, and he has no body to 
blame but himfelf. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of the Tradejinanj when he has thriven and 
grown rich by his Trade ; how he ought to 
aff with regard to the Tublick Interefl 
of Trade as it r effects the Country he 
lives in ; and of its being neceffdry that 
Trade Jbould run through as many Hands 
as it can. 



T docs not follow, that becaufe a 
Tradefman is grown rich by Trade, 
that therefore he muft turn a general 
Devoyrer and Deftroyer of the Trade 
itfelf, as well as of his Neighbour Tradef- 
man ; that he muft, or may make Ravages 
and Depredations by the Greatnefs of his 
Stock, and run down, and ruin, not only the 
Tradefmen about him, but the Trade it felf, 
There is a due Regard, which Juftice 
claims from him, even after his own Bufinef* 
is done, to prefer ve as far as may be fairly 
and honeftly to himfelf, the Intereft of the 
Trade in general, as well as his own Inte-» 
reft in particular ; and thus in ail his Me«* 
thods of carrying on his Trade. An honeft 
Sailor, when by the Alfift^nce of his Expe- 
rience 
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rience he knows the Entrance, and how to car- 
ry his Ship fafe into Harbour, will do nothing 
to bar or block up the Paflage againft thofe 
that come after him : On the contrary, he 
leaves all the Marks and Buoys which have 
been a Guide to him, exa&ly in their firftPo- 
fition, that others may fteer with Safety the 
fame Way after him. 

It ieems not unjuft only, but a little mali- 
cious, that when a Tradefman is got into a 
Channel of Trade, by his Succefs in which he 
has gainM an Eftate, he fhould purpofely ren- 
der that Channel impra&icable to others. For 
Example : 

There is a Maxim in Trade, as I have /aid, 
efpecially in the Home Trade, which will ever 
remain true as long as Trade bears its Name in 
the World, viz.- That the more Hands it 
goes through, the greater publick Advantage 
it is to the Country it is carried on or mana- 
ged in ; and therefore, it is not always the 
true Intereft of a Manufa&urer in this or that 
particular Place, to fliorten or lefTen the need- 
ful Expence of Trade, tho' it fhould render 
the Goods fomething the cheaper at Market- 

■ 

■ 

N. B. I am not (peaking now of Foreign, 
but of Home Trade, and Goods for a 
Home Confumption ; it muft be always 
true, that it is our Intereft to fend our 
Manufa&ure as cheap to a foreign Mar- 
ket as we can, efpecially where they 
2 are 
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arc rivalled by other Manufa&ures of 
the fame or a like kind. But even in 
that Cafe, it were better that Encourage- 
ment were given to the Exportation, by 
taking off Impofts or Duties payable 
on the faid Exportation, and even by 
Bounties given by the Publick to en- 
courage the Merchant, than by Depre- 
dations upon the Trade it felf. 

Every Manufa&ure has its proper Chan- 
nel of Trade, after it is finifhed as a Manu- 
facture ; as it is made in this or that particu- 
lar Country remote from London, it is, gene- 
rally fpeaking, font up to London for Sale : 
There it is Ibid by a Fa&or or Warehoufe- 
Keeper to the Merchant for Exportation, or 
to the Shop-Keeper for retailing, or to the 
Wholefale-Man, for fending again into other 
Countries proper for its Sale, and to the 
Shop-Keepers there for Retail, and fo on. 

The growing of the Wool, and the wearing 
of the Cloths, are the two Extremes of Trade ; 
the Beginning and End of all Manufa&uring 
and Management about it. The Sheep-Mal- 
ter , who fheers and fells the Fleece , 
and the Shop-Keeper, who fells the Cloth 
or Cloths ready made by Retail, are the 
firft and the laft Tradefmen concerned in the 
whole Trade : Now to bring it direftly to 
the Point, and that the meanelt Capacity may 
underftand me, I obferve here, that the more 

2 Hands 
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Hands this Manufa&ure; fuppofe of Cloths 
or Stuff, paffes through, either in the Work- 
manfhip, or Carriage, or Sale of the Goods; 
and which the Goods themfelves are able to* 
fupport, fo much the greater Benefit is that 
Manufacture to the publick Stock of the Na- 
tion, becaufc the Employment of the People is 
the great and main Benefit of Trade. 

It is not an Equivalent to fay, that the 
Wearer or Confumer ftiall buy the Cloth or 
Stuff Six Pence or a Shilling a Yard, or a 
Suit of Cloaths Two or Three Shillings the 
cheaper ; for though that would be fbme Be- 
nefit to him in private, yet it is not, I fay, an 
Equivalent to the finding Bread and Subfif* 
tance, as it paffes, for fix or feven Families, 
who might otherwife gain their Living by 
that Manufa&ure, if it went in the ordinary 
Channel. For Example; 

Suppose the Manufa&ure be a Piece of 
Broad Cloth, and it is made in JViltfbirej, at 
Warminfter, or thereabouts. The Clothier 
when it is finifhed, fends it up by the Carrier 
to London, to Mr. A. the Blackwell-HaU 
Fador to be fold. Mr. A. the Faftor, fells 
it to Mr. B. the Woollen-Draper : Mr. B. 
the Woollen-Draper, fells it to Mr. C Shop- 
Keeper at Northampton, and he cuts it out in 

his Shop, and fells it to T> E Efq; 

a Country Gentleman, and other Gentlemen 
about him, to make them new Suits of 
Cloaths, and fo they are the laft Confumers ; 

alio 
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alfo 'tis fent down by the Carrier from Lon+ 
don to Northampton. 

Now between the JViltjhire Clothier and 
the Northampton Shop-Keeper, here are nd 
left than four important Families of Trades- 
men, who get their Living, and, perhaps, in 
Time grow rich by their Bufincfs; in the ne- 
gotiating, as I may call it, this Piece of 
Cloth. 

i. The Carrier from Warminfter to Lon* 
don, his Pay comes to, perhaps, 5- s. per 
Clothe which is Two Pence per Yard 
upon the Cloth at Market. 

1. Mr. A. the Blackwell-Hall Fa&or has 
his Commiffion at two and a half 
per Cent, which if this Cloth be Ibid 
for fifteen Shillings a Yard, amounts 
to Four Pence Half-Penny per Yard. 

3. Mr. B. the Woollen-Draper, felling 
it to Mr. C. the Shop-Keeper at Nor* 
thampton, and giving him, perhaps, fix 
to nine Months Credit, he cannot afford 
to get lefs than Nine Pence or a Shilling 
per Yard by him. 

4. The Northampton Carrier for Carriage, 
muft have fbmething, fiippofe about 
Three HalfiPence per Yard for Carriage, 
all which amounts to One Shilling and 
Eight Pence per Yard Advance upon 
the Cloth. 

But 
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But now here is Mr. F. G. another Shop- 
Kecper at Northampton^ and perhaps an 
Alderman, a rich over-grown Tradeiman ; 
and he having more Money than his Neigh- 
bours, and wanting no Credit, but prying 
about into all the Secrets of the Trade, he finds 
out where thefe Cloths arc made, and away goes 
he to Warm injler direftly ; and there finding 
out the Clothier, or perhaps two or three 
Clothiers, he fettles a Correfpondence with 
them, buys his Goods there, and has them 
brought direftly by Horfe-Packs to Nor- 
thampton ; and perhaps paying Ready Mo- 
ney, tempts the Clothier to fell it him a 
Penny per Yard cheaper too than his Fa£tor 
ibid it at London to the Woollen-Draper. 

By this Means, the following Incidents 
happen in Trade, and the following Advan- 
tages, to the rich Shop-Keeper at Northamp- 
ton. 

1. The Carriage from Warminfter to Nor- 
thampton he muft pay, which being a little 
farther than to London } and out of the ordi- 
nary Road, may amount to Two Pence a 
Yard upon the Cloth, but the Man buying, 
perhaps, three or four Horfe-Packs at a 
Time, he has it carried cheap ; and finding 
Ways, perhaps, to load the Horfes out with 
Wool, ftili by the Strength of his great Stock 
he makes his Advantage both Ways, and 
gains fo much, that the Carriage of his 
Wool and his Cloth cofts him nothing, for 

I he 
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he fends the Clothier the Wool, and brings 
the Cloth back. 

Thus he has his Cloth Two Shillings and 
Six Pence per Yard cheaper than his Neigh- 
bour Shop-Keeper, and by felling it fo much 
cheaper to 2X E. Efq; and others, he gets 
mil their Cuftom from his poor Neighbour 
Tradefinan, who can fell to no Body but 
fuch People, as perhaps being in his Books, 
muft buy of him, becaufe they owe him 
Money. 

But this is not all: For this Mr. F. G. 
of Northampton j buying thus of the Clo- 
thier, here is the Carrier of JVarminfter funk 
out of Trade; he is fupplantcd, and the Man 
and his Horfes put out of their Employment, 
and the Northampton Carrier likewifc. Mr.jf. 
the BlackwelUHaU Faftor, alfo lofes his Em- 
ploy, aud may fit and blow his Fingers for 
want of Trade. Mr. B. the Woollen-Dra- 
per, lofe shis Trade too, and he having a great 
Family, and fitting at a high Rent, is ruin'd 
by the Lofs of his wholefale Trade, fo he runs 
out, breaks, and is undone. Thus the Channel 
of Trade is turn'd, the Stream is cut off, and all 
the Families that were before employ'd (be- 
tween them) are cut out of their Bufinels, 
and turn'd loofe in the World to get their 
Bread fome other Way, or perhaps want it. 
And what's all the Benefit which is made by 
this Spoil upon Trade ? only this, That 'Squire 

2) - E of Northamptonshire > buys his 

Suits 
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Suits of Cloths half a Crown a Yard cheap- 
er} which is of no great Concern to him, nor 
does he value it, or is it of any moment in 
Proportion to the Wounds which Trade re- 
ceives by it, in all the Particulars mentioned 
above. 

This is cutting off the Circulation of Trade ; 
this is managing Trade with a few Hands ; 
and if this Pra&ife, which is indeed evident- 
ly begun, was come to be univerial, a Mil- 
lion of People in England that now live 
handfomely by Trade, would be deftitutc of 
Employment., and their Families in Time 
might want Bread. 

Nor in Conclufion, would the Gentlemen 
or laft Confiuners be bettered by it all ; for 
this Want of Employment, would in the 
End, drive away the People, and the Mouths 
would be wanting for the Bread, as well as 
the Bread for the Mouths ; the Growth of the 
Land not being confumed, the Rents muft 
fall of Courfe, and fo the Mifchief would 
circulate, as the Trade lhould have done* 
Certainly the Gentlemen find their Intereft in 
the Dearnefc of the Manufacture^ if it may * 
be callM Dearnefs, whether they will fee it, 
or no ; 'tis highly their Advantage to have 
Multitudes of People upon their Lands > and 
nothing can keep the People together like 
ibmething that can find them Employment. 

There is another Fundamental in the Pros- 
perity of a Nation, which will never fail to 

I x be 
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be true, viz. that no Land is folly improv'd, 
'till it is made to yield its utmoft Increafe : 
But if our Lands fliould be made to 
yield their utmoft Increafe , and your 
People cannot confiime the Increafe, or fo- 
reign Trade take it off your Hands, 'tis 
then no Increafe to us, and muft not be pro- 
duced ; fo that the Lands muft be laid down, 
that is to fay, a certain Proportion of them, 
and left to bear no Corn, or feed no Cattle, 
becaufe your Produce is too great for your 
Confomption. 

Hence 'tis a certain and unqucftioned Bene- 
fit to a Nation to increafe the Number of Peo- 
ple., that they may confumethe Produft of the 
Land. But then take it with you as you go, 
that this is foppofed to be an Increafe of fuch 
People as can not only confume the Provifions, 
but can pay for them too; for an Increafe of 
Beggars is no Increafe at all in Senfe of Trade. 

And how lhall the Numbers of filch Peo- 
ple be increas'd, but by finding Employment 
for them ? Let any Experiment of this kind 
be referred to, let any Man ereft a Manufacture 
in a Village, where there are but few Inha- 
bitants ; if that Manufa&urc goes on, and 
there are Wages to be paid conftant, and 
Work to be had, there will foon be People: 
Where Bufinefs leads, the People always 
follow. If People did not come in imme- 
diately, being kept out by Parifh Laws, 
they would loon increafe by thofe who had 

or 



Digitized by Google 



The Compleat Tradefman. 1 1 7 

or could obtain legal Settlements, flaying all 
at home j whereas where there is no con- 
ftant Employment, the People fcatter and 
difperfe, and feek Settlements where they 
can get Employment. 

Thus you fee wherever there are Manu- 
facture, there are always Crowds of People ; 
the Towns grow populous, and are throng'd 
with working Poor till they grow rich, and, 
as it were, innumerable. Thus it is in the 
Weft- Riding of Torkjbire ; thus in Norfolk^ 
about Norwich, and the Country round j at 
Exeter j and all over the County of Devon j 
and the like in other Parts : Wherever the 
Trade is, there arc the People. 

The Confequcnce of this, is, that where 
thefe populous Towns are, the Country can* 
not produce enough to feed them ; but they 
buy the Provifions from the neighbouring 
Provinces or Counties. 

On the other hand, where there are no Ma- 
nufactures, there's no Employ for the People} 
where the Inhabitants are, only Landlord 
and Tenant, there the People cannot con- 
fume the Produft of the Earth; and did 
not the next or neighbouring Counties take 
off their Corn and Cattle, the poor Far- 
mers and Tenants would not know what to 
do with them, or how to pay their Rent. 

Thus Trade is the Support of the whole 
Community, employs the People, keeps them 
at home, and in Throngs together, by which 

I 3 the 
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the Produce of the Country is confum'd,which 
is the Lift of the whole Country. It is cer- 
tain, that were it not for Trade, the People 
of England would not be able to confume the 
Provihons which the Land produces; and 
even as it is, they could not do it, were it 
not that great Quantities of Corn are every 
Year exported into foreign Countries : 
Should a large aild good Crop, and a fea- 
fbnable Harveft come in, and no Demand 
for Cora come from abroad, 'tis hard to cx- 
prefs what our Cale in England fhould be j 
and though 'tis an Expreffion which may at 
firft Sight appear ftrange, yet it is attually 
ib, wc lhould be curs'd with Plenty. 

There was a Time, when this was more 
fenfibly felt in England^ perhaps than in 
moft Part of Europe \ viz. in the Year 1680. 
to the Revolution, a fmall Interval of one 
Piece of a Year of Drought excepted. There 
was during thoft Years, an uninterrupted 
Series of Plenty, not in England only, but 
in all the neighbouring Nations of Europe, 
fo that we had not only a great Plenty at 
Home, but no Demand from abroad. 

Tfl £ Gonfequence of this was, that the 
beft Wheat was fold at the great Markets 
near London, fuch as Farnham y 'Dartfordj 
Hemjiedy Hertford ^ Hitchin, and other 
known Markets, at from Sixteen to Eighteen 
Shillings per Quarter ; and farther off, as in 
Northamptonshire and Bedford/hire, Hamp. 

Jhire^ 
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jbire 9 Sufex, and Places of the like Diftance, 
at Thirteen to Fourteen per Quarter, 

And as this Cheapnefs held for fb many 
Years, what was the Confequence of it ? 
Truly this, That all the Farmers in England) 
generally fpeaking, were in a finking Con- 
dition; many broke and blew up every 
Year ; and it was impoffible that thofe who 
depended upon nothing but their Labour, 
and the Crop, could pay the Rent- I remem- 
ber to have feen a Farmer who had twenty 
Acres of good Wheat, a fair and flouriftung 
Crop, yet when it came to Market, it would 
not pay for the Seed, the Husbandry, the 
Har veiling, and Threfliing, and Carriage 
to Market, all the Rent of the Land funk, 
and to be paid out of his dead Stock. 

Nor was the Goodnefs of the Crop any 
Advantage to the poor Farmer; but the 
more Corn the more Charge of Reaping, 
Houfing, Threfhing, Cleaning, and Carry- 
ing to Market ; and where the Price was ib 
fmall, it could ill pay thofe Charges, except 
that oftentimes the poor Man did moft of 
that Work himfelf. 

Had this continued till now, moft of th<? Far- 
mers all over England had been Beggars; 
the Farms would m moft Places have been 
thrown up, and the Landlords muft have 
turn'd Plowmen, or, which is what I men- 
tioned above, the Rent of Lands muft have 
funk extremely low, which is, in lhort, 
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finking the Fee-Simple, and reducing the 
Eftates of the Gentry all over the Nation, 

Those that enter into thefc Particulars, 
may, with me, make this uleful Obferva- 
tion, namely, that 'tis Trade alone that can 
remedy this Evil : Employing Numbers of 
People fccures the Conlumption of : the: Pro- 
duce, and, that keeps up the Price, and by 
confequence the Rate of the Lands : This 
keeping up the Price of the Produce, enables 
the Farmer to pay his Rent. If our Manu- 
factures were fo increased by Trade, that 
they could maintain more People than the 
Land could feed, and that, as the Dutch do 
at this Ttme* we were obliged to fetch all 
our Corn, or great Part of it from abroad, 
it would moft certainly be an Advantage to 
the Publick, and the Rent of Lands would 
rife in Proportion. 

It would be a long and ufeful Difcourfe, 
if I could digrefs to it, to fhew how great 
and real an Advantage keeping up the Rent 
is to the W ealth and Strength of the Nation ; 
all your Taxes are rated upon it, your Pro- 
portions form'd from it, your Militia raifed 
by it, your Poor's Rates and Surveyors 
Rates, and every other Thing of Parifh Pro- 
portion taxed by it. 

The more the Rate of Lands, the more 
your Land-Tax pays to the Publick, and" 
yet without Lois to the Landlord, but on 
the contrary, greatly to his Gain j and the 
y * more 

- 
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more the Land-Tax brings in, the lefs Need 
of Levies by other Ways and Means \ the 
more your Land-Tax raifes, the more the 
Strength of the Nation is tried, the Go- 
vernment is enabled to raife the more Forces. 

Again, as the railing the Rents and 
Rates of Lands is an Addition to the Strength 
of the Nation, fo the increafing the Num- 
ber of People, that is to fay, of liich Peo- 
ple as are able to work and maintain them- 
felves, ftill increafes the Strength ; for the 
more Hands the more Strength, and the 
more Mouths the more Wealth ; becaufe 
every Mouth helps to confume the Growth, 
fuppofing the Hands ftill to pay for what 
the Mouth confumes ; for you muft always 
take it with you, that Multitudes of Alms- 
taking Poor, Numbers of Beggars do nothing. 

This would be a Digreffion, if I was to 
go on with it : But as it flops here, and is 
turn'd- Ihort upon the Subjed in hand, it is 
extremely to the Purpole, thus, viz. that 
all this is done by Trade, and by Trade 
only. * 

Trade maintains Multitudes, and in- 
creafes them by the Gonfequence of their 
Labour. 

Trade railcs Towns, Cities, and popu- 
lous Villages, by bringing the People toge- 
ther to particular Places, where the Com- 
merce fixes, and where the Manufactures 
are fix'd. 

3 Trade 
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Trade employs the People, and pays 
them Wages for their Labour/ 

Trade increafes by thofe People con- 
fuming and wearing the Manufa&ures they 
make, as well as the Provifions they buy. 

Thus Trade is a publick Benefit ; and, m 
a word, the Wealth of Families, the Rates 
of Lands, and the Strength of the Nation 
depend all upon Trade. 

As Trade then is a publick Benefit, the 
Tradefmen are a publick Bleffing ; for they 
arc the Men that carry it on ; or, as I obfery'd 
before, may very well be faid to Drive the 
Trade ; they manage it, they keep it up to 
its Rules and Regulations j they keep up 
the Value of the Manufa&ure, and the Re* 
putation of the Manufa&urcr ; for 'tis plain 
'the Credit of the Manufa&urcr is maintained 
by the Goodncfe of his Manufafturc. 

And here I ftiall juft mention it, though 
I ihall fpeak more largely to it el fe where : 
It is not always the Intereft of Trade to 
have the Manufa&ure be brought down to 
a low Price, efpeciajly if the Goodncfi of 
the Goods (inks with the Rate : $ut to keep 
up the Manufafture to its Goodnefs, though 
the Price be higher than its Neighbours, is 
a Credit to the Manufacture, and to the 
Nation that make them, let them come from 
what Part of the World they wilL 

It was urg'd by fom$, who fuggeftcd that 
pur Manufacture of Bro^d Cloth wiU be ou; 

done 
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done by the French^ that we fhall lofc our 
Turky Trade, the French felling their 
Cloaths cheaper at Smyrna and at Aleppo 
than the Englifb ; and that becaufe Cheapncfs 
always caules Confumption, and the French 
Cloths were cheaper, therefore we ftiould 
not fell our Cloths till all the French were 
gone. 

But Experience has prov'd the contrary; 
1 the French Cloths feel as fine, look as well, 
the Colours are dyed as good, the Cloth- 
workers Part was performed as well, for the 
Cloths were well drelsM; in a word, they 
looked every Way as good, and perhaps at firft 
had fome Advantage, and went well off. 

But when they came to wear, the Con- 
fumer prcfently found the Advantage j as the 
Englijb Cloth weighed twenty to thirty, to for- 
ty round a Bale more than the French at the 
Scale ; lb in the wearing there was no Compa- 
nion : ThcFrench wore like Druggets, rough 
and woolly; the Englifb like Velvet, fmooth 
and folid : ThcFrencb wore nappy and coarfe, 
the Englifb wore loft and fine : The French 
wore into Rags, and wore out } the Engltff* 
wore firm and lafting, even to the Thread : 
And what followed, the Conference was 
plain. 

The Englifi Cloth obtained Credit, and 
increaled it by its real Worth, 

■ 
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The French Cloth loft its Credit, and 
declined by the Value appearing to loie: 
And what followed ? 

The Eng/ijb Cloth, though dearer, went 
always off* and was fold firft. 

The Frenc h Cloth, though cheaper, lay 
on hand, and would fcldom fell while 
there was any Englijh Cloth to be 
had. 

♦ 

■ 

So that it is not always that a lower priced 
Manufa&ure goes belt off. 

There is a great Difference between dear 
and high-priced, or cheap and low-priced j 
Goods may be high-priced, and not dear, 
low-priced, and not cheap ; the Rates of all 
Goods are to be meafurM by their Good- 
nefs or Badnefs j and 'tis therefore the Inte- 
rcft of Tradefmen to keep up the Goodnefs 
and Value of their Goods, and then the 
Price, though higher than others, may be 
lower in Proportion : But of this alio I may 
Ipeak more largely hereafter* 

It is, however, to the Purpofe here, thus, 
viz. That to keep up the Goodnefs of a 
Manufa&ure is not only the way to keep 
up its Rate at Market, but by that to keep 
up the Wages of the Workmen ; and it is of 
the utmoft Confcqucnce to keep up the Rate 
of the Wages of the Poor, if it can be done, 
upon many Accounts too long to dwell upon 
here. 

s 
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By the Height of Wages the Rate of all 
Things are fupported ; the Price of Provi- 
lions arc in the firft Place maintain'd by it ; 
by the Price of Provifions the Rent of Lands 
are kept up, and by the Rent of Lands the 
Eftates of the Nobility and Gentry, and the 
whole landed Intereft are fupported, and 
the publick Stock of the Nation kept up, 
and improved as above. 

Upon this Account, and from the whole 
of what has been laid, it appears, that 'tis 
abfolutely neceffary to keep up the Rate of 
our Manufa&urefr to. as good a Price as the 
Rcafon of the Thing will allow: When I 
fay it is abfolutely neceffary, I mean it is fo 
in the Language of Trade ; it is abfolutely 
neceflary to the Profperity of Trade, 
and therefore let none trouble us or them- 
felves with the lefs neceffary Cavil at the 
Words abfolutely neceffary; if they do, 
we lhall difregard it : 'Tis the Thing, not 
the Words that we arc laying the Weight 
upon ; and I muft be underftood to fpeak 
in the Language of Trade, which is the Sub- 
ject I am ipeaking of, and I make thefe 
Cautions here once for all, that I may not 
trouble myfelf or the Reader any more with 
luch Criticifms in the Reading. 

1. It *aay be faid in the Language of 
Trade, that a Man cannot do a Thing 
which he cannot do to his Gain; a 

Tradefman 
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Tradcfman cannot fell his Goods at 
fuch a Price, that is to fay, he cannot 
tofave or gain by them : He has Goods 
in his Hands to difpofe of for a Manu- 
facturer, or for any Employer, and he 
Writes him word he cannot fell them, 
that is, he cannot fell them but to Lois, 
or at the Price he is limited to. 

He is to fend Goods to Briftol y but he 
cannot fend them by fuch a Carrier, 
that is, he cannot fend them fo cheap 
as he can by fuch another. 

The Tradefinan leaves off a particular 
Trade or Trading to a particular Place ; 
why he anfwers, he can trade in fuch 
Goods no longer, of he cannot trade to 
fuch a Place any more ; the Reafbn is, 
he cannot do it without Lois. 

He cannot trade in fuch Goods, for he 
can get nothing by them. 

Such and fuch People can fupply fuch a 
Market cheaper than he can afford it, 
they living near to the Place, and for 
that Reafbn he can trade there no lon- 
ger 

That cannot be done in Trade which 
cannot be done to Advantage j for Grain 
is the End of Commerce to the Mer- 
chant, as Supply of Necelfaries is the 
End of it to the Confumer* 

x. That Thing is abfolutely neceffary to 
a Trade, which it is not to be carried 

on 
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on profitably without : For Example, 
Ships, Seamen, and the Water arc ab- 
lblutcly neceffary for carrying on the 
Coal-Trade from Newcaftle to London ; 
the Water is abfolutely neceffary to the 
, Ships, the Ships abfolutely neceffary 
to the Seamen, and all of them abfo- 
lutely neceffary to the Trade ; becaufe 
the Coals could not be fold without the 
Market, the Market not fupplied with, 
out Ships to carry them, the Ships could 
not float without the Water, the Water 
could not guide them without the Sai- 
lors and Pilots. 
Ships are neceffary to the Coal-Trade 
as Food is neceffary to Life : In like 
Cafes, therefore, when I fay in Matters 
of Trade fuch or fiich Things arc ab- 
folutely neceffary, I am to be under- 
flood that they are fo when they arc 
neceffary to the Profperity of Trade. 

Having thus entcr'd thofc preliminary 
Cautions, as I faid, once for all, I return 
to the Subject where I left off, namely, that 
it is abfolutely neceffary in Trade to keep up 
our Manufacture to as good a Price, that is, 
to as high a Rate as the Nature and Reafon 
of the Thing will allow; the Reafons arc 
plain, becaule, as the Manufactures fink in 
Price, Wages abate to the Poor, Provifions 
muft abate in the Market, and Rents muft 

2 fink 
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fink, and abate to the Landlords, Taxes and 
Pound-Rates fink to the Publick, and the 
whole Stock of the Nation abates in 
its Value* I fhall explain this in the next 
Chapter, and diftinguifti it from feveral ex- 
ceptionable Cafes. 





A P. V. 

That a rich over-grown Tradefman Jbould 
not by Engr offings , Combinations, and other 

, illegal Practices in Trade, of pre ft and 
endeavour to ruin young Beginners. , 

Othing; is more, frequent among 
Tradefmen than to fupplant and 
underwork one another in their 
Bufinefs, by finking or abating the 
Value or Price of the Goods they fell, that 
is, in a word, to under rjell one another, to 
carry away the Trade. 

This is a Thing fo big with Milchicfs, fb 
complicated in trading Craft, and the Particu- 
lars fo little known or confidered by the Peo- 
ple that go that Way to work, that I doubt 
not the honcft Tradefman will be thankful 
to be let into the Confequences of it, and 
at leaft to fee how it affects him : But firfir, 

I 
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I muft ftatc the Cafe, and enquire into the 
Perfbns. 

* There are two or three Sorts of Tradcf- 
men that underfel their Goods : 

1. Young Tradefmen, newly fet up; 
and they do it to get a Trade. 

2,. Rich old Tradefmen, who have over- 
grown Stocks ; and they do it to keep 
their Trade. 

3 . Poor Tradclmen, who are obliged to 
fell to raife Money. 

• 

■ 

Firjly Young Tradefmen, newly fet up, 
and who think by felling cheap they ftiall 
get a Trade, and bring Cuftom to their Shop : 
It is true the Pretence is fpecious and fair; 
but the Thing in itfelf is foul and unfair, 
and in the End is ruinous to the Trade and 
to the Tradefman alio. 

1. It is a Fraud in itfelf ; for 'tis only 
deceiving the Cuftomcrs you invite, 
who you draw in to come to your Shop, 
perfwading them to believe they ihall 
always buy cheaper of you than of 
other People ; whereas your Defign is 
to make yourfelf Amends upon them 
afterwards, and at leaft not to continue to 
fell them fo cheap for a Conftancy,as they 
call it. Thus I knew, or perhaps I might 
fay know, a certain Shop-keeper that, 
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to invite a Lady to his Shop, promifed 
to fell her confiderably cheaper than 
fhe fhould buy any where elfe in Lon- 
don y and accordingly furpriz'd her by 
felling her a Suit of Cloaths near two 
Shillings a Yard cheaper, than he fold 
the fame Silk to another Lady before 
her Face. 

It was hardly poffible but that finding 
herfelf fo kindly us'd, fhe fhould go 
again to his Shop, and not only go 
herfelf, but carry her Friends there too : 
But theTradefinan,who kept his Account 
very well in his Head, did not forget 
to make himfelf Satisfaftion in his next 
Bargain for the Lofs in his firft, and 
fhe paid fufficiently for it in what fhe 
bought next, not in the Price, fo much 
as in the Goodnels of what fhe bought. 
If it is objc&ed, that then file need not 
have bought ; I anfwer, that is no fuf- 
ficient Obje&ion, becaufe 'tis to be fup- 
pofed that the Lady, by being fo ex- 
ceedingly well ufed at firft, might, no 
queftion, come into the Shop prepof- 
fefs'd a little in the Mercer's Favour, 
and with a Belief, that he would ufe her 
well at leaft, though perhaps he could 
not ule her fo very well as he did 
before. One is apt to ipeak well of the 
Bridge that carries us well over, and 

to 
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to expeft good Pennyworths To-day, 
where we had foch good Ufage Yefter- 
day } and fo the Party is at leaft the 
eafier to to be cheated. 
But in the next Place, it is not fo eafy for a 
Cuftomer to avoid being cheated in the 
Goods, as it may be to avoid being im- 
pofed upon in the Price. The Price is 
generally a little known, or with- 
in a little to be guefled at ; but the 
Goodnefs of the Goods are not fo eafi- 
ly, at leaft not fo nicely judgM of 
or diftinguifh'd by the Buyer; their 
Judgment cannot be fo good as the 
Tradefman's, who knows the Making 
of them, and perhaps might himfelf fur- 
nifh the Materials; He is capable of 
fome certain Frauds in that Part, which 
it is impoffible for the Buyer to know, 
or at leaft to difcover, till the Wear- 
ing, and till the Experience comes to 
bear Witnefs for them ; and then the 
Tradelman never fails to put it off by 
faying he is very forry for it, that he 
thought it an extraordinary Piece, and 
by adding a more fatal Wheedle, viz. 
that he will make you Amends when 
you plcafe to want any Thing elfej 
and when the Lady comes again, he 
does do it perhaps a little, to carry on 
the Bite, and fo alternately cheats her 
and abates, and abates and cheats her 

K x foe* 
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fucceflively, till one Time with another 
he makes himfelf even with her, and 
makes her even with him too ; Thus he 
fecurcs her Cultom, and has her faft to 
his Shop; after which ftie is like other 
Cuftomers to him, and they deal as 
well as they can together. 

This is a Piece of Shop-keeping Craft, 
and there's no great Matter in it; no more 
indeed is there in the young Shop-keeper's 
felling cheap at his firft Opening ; it is his 
Intereft, and the Buyer is even with him in 
the Trick of it ; for as they fay, Every one 
has a Penny for a new Shop : The Reafbn is 
this; People always think the new Shop- 
keeper will fell cheaper than ordinary, to 
oblige and get Trade, and lb they go there 
to have (as they call it) fome of his good 
Pennyworths, though perhaps they never 
intend to come again. So the Shop-keeper 
fells cheaper than his Neighbours, to engage 
them to his Shop, though he never defigns 
to ufe them fo again, but, like the Mer- 
cer, to make himfelf even with them when 
they are become Cuftomers to his Shop. 

And thus the Cuftomers bite the Shop- 
keeper, by telling him that they intend to 
be conftant to his Shop, if he fells them 
cheap; that is to fay, if he will fell his 
Goods cheaper than he can afford, they will 
come and buy, and help to ruin him. On the 
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other hand, he tells them, that he does lell 
them cheaper than he can afford, in hopes 
to engage them to the Shop, that is to fay, 
in hopes he may have an Opportunity to 
pick their Pockets another Time; lb they go 
on, according to a Piece of modern Latin, 
(if you pleafe to accept of it) of my rude 
making, Qui jbarpat fljarfabitur. 

Secondly, But to leave this little petty Fraud 
of Underfilling to get a Trade, which is only 
lels hurtful than others, becaufe it goes a 
lefs Way, and is but of a fhort Continu- 
ance : There is another that is more fatal in 
its Confequencc, and that as it is of a greater 
Magnitude ; and this is when the rich over- 
grown Tradefman underlets to keep his 
Trade, to prevent young Beginners letting 
up by him, and to break others that are al- 
ready trading within his Reach. Arid this is 
fatal many Ways : 

1. Tis fatal to the poorer and little Dea- - 
lers about him; for they ftand ftill, 
with their Fingers in their Mouths, as 
we call it, or walk about at their Shop 
Doors, and have nothing to do, while 
they fee all the Trade run in the great 
Channel of their neighbouring Alder- 
man's Shop ; who gives large Credit at 
a Ready-Money Price, or fells for Rea- 
dy Money Ten Per Cent, cheaper tha n 
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they can ; fb that they are undone of 
Courfe, have a high Rent to pay, and • 
no Trade, and the great over-grown 
Dealer gets all the Bufinefi. 
*. But this is not all: This over-grown 
Dealer out-buys them too ; for being, 
as is noted, full of Money, he watches 
allpoflible Advantages of Buying; lies 
ready when a poor Manufacturer has 
a great Stock of Goods on his Hands, 
and cannot fell them, or wants Money, 
and perhaps muft fell them ; and then 
he buys at an Under-Price, and by 
oppreffing the Maker, on one hand, 
he makes him able to opprefs his Neigh- 
bour Shop-keepers on the other \ for he 
that underbuys, can be fure to underfeL 

Nor is this all ; the Mifchief does not 
end here : He is not content to run down 
the poor Tradefman that lives near him by 
underfelling, and oppreffing here and there 
a Manufa&urer by hard buying, but he does 
the fame in its kind by all the Manufa&urers 
who he employs ; for he will buy nothing 
but with the utmoft grinding, and fcrewing ; 
Beating them down to the loweft Pitch of li- 
ving, and even below living ; till they are lb x 
far from letting a Tradefman or Workman 
live under them, that, as a poor Clothier 
faid to Six a known hard Buyer in 

the 
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the City, he will hardly give them leaye 
to ftarve under him. 

Now, as the Confequence of this goes 
farther than what I was Ipeaking of before, 
io it is more fatal; for, 

Firft y This Method is not only fatal to 
the poor Clothier, but, in a word, 'tis fatal to 
the Clothing, 'as injurious to the Trade 
itfelf, and ruins not the Clothier, but the 
Nation ; the whole Country feels the Blow, 
like an Earthquake, which does not lhakc 
this or that particular Town or Village only, 
but gives a Shock to the whole Country. 
For Example, ^ 

The Clothier having fold this great 
Merchant a large Quantity of Goods very 
low, and engaging with him to fupply him 
all the Year in proportion to the lame Price j 
the firft EfFed of this is, that the Merchant 
calls off ail the Clothiers who he dealt with 
before, or at leaft thole who made that Sort of 
Goods before, unlels they will fell at the 
fame Price, which he makes to be perhaps 
five or ten Shillings upon a Cloth lower than 
formerly. 

Secondly, Other Merchants in London, 
who are Buyers of the fame Goods, (fup- 
poiing they do not at firft know the parti- 
cular Cafe or Reafon of it,) finding an 
Alteration, that the Clothiers hang about 
them, and that they cannot fell their Goods, and 
that the Hall or the Fa&ors Warehoufes are 

K 4 full 



Digitized by Google 



! 3 6 The Compleat Tradefman; 

full of Goods, piled up, as is fometimcs the 
Cafe : The Merchants, I fay, feeing the Clo- 
thiers importuning them for a Market, fail 
not to make their Advantage, and to fcrew 
them down to an Abatement, and the Clo- 
thier rather than not fell, and wanting Money 
too to pay their Spinners and Wprkfolks in 
the Country, are fore'd to comply ; and thus 
by degrees the Goods are funk at Market : 
F or Example ; fiippofe, 

1. The white Cloths made at Cirencefter 
ufually fold at Six Pound fer Piece Rea- 
dy Money, are now brought down to 
Five Pound Ten Shillings per Piece, 
three Months or fix Months Credit, and 
to Five Pound Ready Money, 

2. Fine Medley Cloths of Trowbridge or 
Warminjler, at Fourteen or Fifteen Shil- 
lings per Yard, brought down by the lame 
Rule to Thirteen or Fourteen Shillings 
fer Yard. 

3. Du-Roys of Taunton and the Towns 
round it, from Twenty Seven Shillings 
fer Piece, to Twenty Four Shillings. 

4. Fine Druggets of 'Devi&es, or of 
Brifioly from Eighteen Pence /*rYard, 
Fifteen Pence. 

5-. Shaloons of Torkjbire y or of the Weft 
Country, in Proportion. 

And thus indeed of all the feveral 

Woollen Manufa&ures of one kind or ano- 
ther 
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ther throughout England y for the Cafe is 
the fame in one Thing as in another, from 
this over-rich Buyer running down the poor 
Clothiers, and driving them away to leek 
a Market \ they on the other hand are fent 
hawking about to other Merchants or Buyers, 
or fore'd to borrow Money of the Factor, 
which is the fame Thing \ (for at laft he un- 
derfels their Goods to pay himfelf,) and thus 
at length all the Buyers feeing a Glut of 
Goods, run down the Price, and the whole 
Market finks upon their Hands. 

This is one Step to Ruin. 

But it does not end here ; for the Clo- 
thier pinch'd in Price, and not able to live 
at the Rate he is now obliged to fell at, 
comes down into the Country, and the firft 
Thing he does is, to flack his Hand in Quan- 
tity, and make lefs ; The Confequence 
of this is, that he difmiffes fo many Looms, 
and turns off fo many Spinners j fo there 
in the firft Place the Employment of the 
Poor is fhorten'd, and the Trade in general 
is abated. 

The poor Weavers and Spinners go to 
feek other Matters ; but by this Time the 
reft of the Clothiers finding the Market fink 
as above, are in the fame Condition, and they 
won't take on more Workfolk, when, as it 
happens, they had rather too many before, 
and in a little while they are fain t& do juft 
the fame Thing, viz. turn off their Weavers 
and/ Spinners too. The 
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The Poor being thus pinch'd, hayc thefe 
fereral Recourfes. 

1 . To Abatement, 
a. To Charity, 

3 . Fly from their Mifery, 

4. Go to Jail. 

Thus the Ruin reaches the Labourer; for 
as it is with the Mafter, fb it muft be with 
the Servant. 

Firjiy To Abatement of Price : As it was 
with the Clothier, rather work ftarvingly 
than not work at all ; rather pinch than pe- 
xifti ; the Wages abate, and the Poor fuffer : 
As their Pay links, they are obliged to pinch, 
fare hard, feed coarfe, be cioath'd in Rags, 
and the like : And what follows this ? the 
Price of Provifions muft follow the Price 
of Wages ; for as the Poor have Money, or 
not Money, fo they muft buy, or not buy 
in the Market: *Tis true they muft not, 
they cannot ftarve ; but they muft abate, 
and feed as (I fay) coarfe, and fare harder ; 
and by this Means Provifions, which for- 
merly went off well, come back from the 
Market unfold : The Butcher, which kilTd 
three Sheep for a Market-Day, kills but 
two ; and others, that killed a Bullock 
for a Market-Day in the Country, perhaps, 
kill a Bullock between three or four of 
them. 

Thus 
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Thus abating the Labour of the Poor? 
and finking their Wages, affe&s the Markets, 
and the Confumption of Provifions abates j 
but I muft go thro' the reft of the Articles 
too, for they all end at the fame Point. 

Secondly > Want of Work oppreffing the 
labouring Poor, they fly from their Milery ; 
(like Hagar, that could not fee the Death of 
the Child,) they run away : A poor Man 
cannot fee his Wife and Children ftarve ; 
if he could work and relieve them, he would 
ftay, and be willing to labour with all his 
Heart; but his Matter the Clothier, who 
cmployM him, has put him off, has no Work 
for him ; and he has tried all the other Mas- 
ters in the Town, and the Cafe is the fame ; 
they have all more Workmen than they can 
employ, for the Market declines ; or if they 
would employ them, they muft abate their 
Wages ; ib that with his utmoft Labour he 
can but juft keep himfelf from ftarving, not 
being able to get any Thing for a Wife and 
three, four, or five poor Children; and 
this makes the Man diftra&ed : He cannot 
feed them ; He cannot bear to hear them 
cry for Bread, and have none to give them. 
Indeed, who could ? So the Man runs away 
in Dcfpair, lifts for a Soldier, goes to Sea, 
or any Thing but ftarve, and the Confe- 
rence is thjs ; 

1. Thj 
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I. The Market, as I laid before, is lb 
much leffen'd, as the Provifion that 
Man eat before amounted to j that's a 
plain Cafe ; and if this Ihould be, or 
fuppofe this to be but a hundred or 
two hundred in a whole County, fuch 
as EJfeXy which is a manfaduring Coun- 
ty ; and if it goes on, it may be many 
hundred ; the Confumption of Provi- 
fions in that County finks in Proportion, 
and the Effeft of that I am to fpeak 
to by itfelf. 

a. But if this Man can poflibly get a little 
Work, he will ; and rather than fee bis 
Family pcrifh, as above, he gets in where 
he can, though he fupplants another ; 
and that he obtains by offering to work 
cheaper ; and lb another Family is turn- 
ed out of Work ; then the Weaver of 
that other Family, rather than ftarve 
too, does the feme; and thus the Men, 
it may be, keep their Work, but fink 
their Pay ; and as this is, more or lels, 
lb the poor Family is more or lels 
diftrefs'd, and are oblig'd to fare the 
harder, and buy the lels or the worfe 
Provifions in the Market ; lb the Effed 
\s the fame ; and befides which, ttys 

brings on the third Artide, viz, 

^ • • «... 

< < 

Thirdly, Charity, If the Man is not able 
to maintain his Family, the Parifh muft : 

. Perhaps 
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Perhaps the Wages he gain'd before was but 
juft enough: One Pair of Hands to work, and 
three or four Pair of Mouths to feed, feven or 
eight Backs to cloath, with Houfe-Rent and 
Fire, what can the poor Man do ? he had 
juft enough to do before, and now his 
Wages are abated, perhaps, fo much upon a 
Piece, as may amount to two, or three, or 
four Shillings a Week upon his Labour, 
and in proportion as much upon the Spin-* 
ning, which was his Wife's Labour; and 
this brings the Family into Diftrefs, and they 
have nothing to do but to make their Cale 
known to the Parilh, and they muft relieve 
them : This is, in cafe, the poor Man ftays, 
and works under an Abatement of Wages. 

But if the Man, not able to ftay to fee 
the Mifery of his Family, runs away, lifts 
into the Army, or goes to Sea : Then the 
Wife and Children comes to the Parilh whol- 
ly, and lie upon them, not to help, but to 
keep ; and the Confequence of this alio I 
muft fpeak to by itfelf. 

Fourthly j But there is yet another Shift; 
and this is the fame in its Confequences evc- 
Ty Way, but rather more miferable to the 
Family : The poor Man, not able to maintain 
his Family by his Labour, now the Price or 
Wages of his Work is funk and abated, fhifts 
as long as eyer he can, gees on Truft at the 

Chandler's 
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Chandler's Shop for Neceflaries of one fort, 
at the Apothecary's for another ; here for 
Food, there for Phyfick ; at the Baker's for 
Bread, at the Alehoufe for Drink, till no 
Body will credit him any farther j and being 
not able to pay what he owes already, the 
Baker arrefts him, and that being known, 
the Alehoufe-Keeper loads him with his 
A&ion too, and fo the reft ; and the poor 
Creature is carried to Gaol : There he can 
neither work at one Price or another, but 
begs at the Grate, and the firft cold Winter 
is ftarved, and dies in the Prifon : The Fa- 
mily are to be fure, on this fad Occafion, in 
the utmoft Diftreft ; and, as in the Cafe be- 
fore, they fall wholly upon the Parilh. 

Now let us fum up the Account : I could 
run it a great Way farther, but 'tis needlefs, 
the Fad is too plain. This happens fo often, 
no Man that underftands Trade, need be fent 
to ask another about it : The young Tradef- 
man need not go, and ask his Father ; or the 
antient Tradefinan rumage his Memory ; and 
for the Time when it was thus, 'tis even juft 
now upon us: And how many Tumults 
have you had, and how many Riots, and 
feme Lives loft upon it ? Nay, you are ob- 
liged to keep a Party of Horfe in ColcheJter y 
another at Froome, and another at Bradford y 
at this very Time , to keep the Peace 
among the Poor, and to make them acquiefce 
j with 
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with their own Mifery ; as to the Numbers 
it has driven from their Work, and the di£ 
trefs'd Families that have been brought to the 
Parilhes by this means, let the People of the* 
Places inform you, who labour under the 
Weight of it; and tho'the exquifitc Manage- 
ment of the Inhabitants, whofe Charge it has 
been, keeps it down very much, yet 'tis a Load, 
few Corporations in England could fupport. 

This is fome of the EfFe&s of finking the 
Rate of our Manufacture ; and who is the 
better for all this ? If it did indeed increafc 
the Confumption, as is the Cafe on many 
other Occafions, according to the antient 
Maxim in Trade, viz. that Cheapnefi caufes 
Confumption, ibmething might be plead- 
ed for it ; but this Part, which I have ftated 
among the Clothiers and their Dealers, is 
not owing to a Stop or Decay of the fo- 
reign or domeftick Commerce; tho' it cannot 
be, indeed, when there is a quick Demand for 
the Goods abroad : But 'tis here owing all 
to the Avarice of the over-grown TradeC- 
man, of whom I mentioned above, that he 
would ruin his Neighbours; and fo indeed 
he would ruin the Country, in efFeft ; for 
every Thing that lowers the Rate of the 
Poor's Wages, injures the Publick Stock. 

I know a great Stir is made, about bring- 
ing our Manufacture to be as cheap abroad 
as may be ; that rival Nations, may not be 
able to weaken us, or to undermine our 

Ma- 

• 
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Manufa&ure: And this I grant moft readily? 
but there are a hundred Ways to bring our 
Manufacture down to a low Rate at a foreign 
Market, befides that of running down the 
Wages of the Maker, fuch as taking off all 
Duties, and if need be, giving a Bounty on 
the Exportation, to encourage it, which 
Bounty might be levied again upon the Con- 
fumption at Home or many other Ways. 

Besides finking the Rate of the Wages, 
is not the beft W ay to render the Manufac- 
ture cheap at the Markets abroad j my Rea- 
lons are brief, but found. 

Every Thing is dear or cheap, as it is in 
Proportion good or bad, or as the Goodncfe 
is proportioned to the Price. 

There is a manifeft Difference in Trade, 
between cheap and low-priz'd : It is always 
our Trading Intereft, to have our Manufac- 
ture cheap in the foreign Markets ; but it 
may not be always our Trading Intereft to 
have them low-priz'd ; they may be cheap, 
tho' high-prized, if the Subftance be rich, and 
they may be dear tho' low-prized, if they are 
mean in their Value. Now 'tis the Excellence 
of the Englifh Manufacture, that it is the beft 
in all the foreign Markets of the World, and 
tho' the Price may be high, yet the Manufac- 
ture may be cheap; and it is lb with our Goods 
at this Time, and therefore it is, that the beft 
Buyers always call for our Manufactures a- 
broad, before thofe, either of France or Holr 
3 land } 
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land, or any other Countries, whether it be 
in Spain, or in Italy, in Turky, in Germany y 
or wherever you go. 

It is true, the Engl/jh Woollen Manufac- 
ture bears the beft Price in all the Markets 
in the World : The Reafon is plain ; 'tis the 
beft of its kind, and, in Proportion to 
its Goodnefs, is the cheapeft too in the 
World. 

Now if you would bring down the Wa- 
ges of the People that make it, whether it 
be that of the Spinners or Weavers, or what- 
ever People you employ, what will be the 
Confequence ? You will lower the Price, 'tis 
true, but then you will abate the Goodnefs 
too j then you bring it to a Level with other 
Country Clothing, and in lhort, ruin your 
Manufa&ure, ruin its intrinfick Value, and 
that will ruin its Credit at Market, and that 
in effeft, is to ruin your Trade. 

Tis a Miftake to fay, the French and 
*Dutch rival your Manufa&ure \ they may 
rival them indeed in Price, in endeavouring 
to underfel you j but no Nation in the World 
can come up to you in Goodnefs, or match 
the intrinfick Value of the Goods ; and what 
does all their rivalling and imitating your 
Manufacture amount to ? If they cannot equal 
it in Goodnefs, equalling it in Price amounts 
to nothing ; a Diamond may be cheap, and 
a Cart-Load of old Iron may be dear : 
The Englifl) Manufa&ure is always good, its 

L never 
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never dear, becaufe the Price is proportioned 
to the Goodnefs, and is more than as much 
better than the French, as it is in Price high- 
er ; and that is fo much more than equivalent 
in the Market. 

This as it rcfpc&s foreign Trade, is in- 
deed foreign to our Purpofe, and therefore, I 
pray, it may be taken for a Digrcflion, or 
read it in Parcnthelis, and fo you may read 
it, or pafs it over as you pleafe, the other 
Work will read without it. 

But I bring it back to our Inland Com- 
merce thus ; The Chcapnefs or Dearncfs of 
that Part of our publick Stock, which is con- 
fumed at Home, is not of one Farthing Va- 
lue in our Trade, becaufe it is not of any 
Weight, one Way or other in the publick 
Stock. It is begun among our felves, paid 
for by our felves, and to our felves, and fo is 
neither here or there, 'tis the fame Thing j 
and tho* all the Hands it pafTes thro', raife a 
Gain from it, and it goes on faddled with 
their Expencc, yet the laft Confumcr pays it 
all j he lofes whatever others gain, and fo 
you are but juft where you was ; 'tis a Dance 
truly in a Circle, and you end juft where 
you began, the People live by one another, 
and then live upon one another. 

Thus the Plowman raifes the Corn, which 
pays his Landlord his Rent ; the Poor buy the 
Corn for Bread for their Families, which Corn 
they pay for to the Countryman in Money ; 

this 
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this enables him to pay his Landlord the Rent* 
The Manufa&urer employs the Poor, and 
gives them a good Price for their Labour, 
by which they are enabled to pay the Far- 
mers, or the Bakers under them for their 
Corn, that is, for their Bread ; and again the 
Tradefman employs the Manufacturer, and 
pays him in Money, enabling him to em- 
ploy the Poor, the Spinner, Weaver, &c. 
and thus the Money circulates with the Trade. 

If this Tradefman grinds down the Manu- 
facturer, and abates his Price, as has been 
hinted, the Abatement circulates through the 
whole Trade, and influences every Branch, 
even to the Landlord's Rent, as above ; and 
what Advantage is this to the Nation's Com- 
merce? Not one Farthing in fad. Nor in- 
deed does even the Confumer, that is, the laft 
Buyer, or Wearer, ordinarily feel any Ad- 
vantage by it : 'Tis all funk in the Pocket of 
the faid over-grown Tradefman, who by this 
means, becomes an OpprefTor of his Fellow-* 
T^radefmen, and is injurious to his Country, 
and to the Commerce in general. 

'Tis, therefore, no improper Maxim, to 
lay down in a Difcourfe of this Nature, that 
a Tradefman grown over-great and over-rich, 
is no Advantage to Trade in general. I have 
read of a Law, which was in force in a cer- 
tain Ifland in the Levant, callM Zia y that 
whoever was lb unjuft to his Country, as 
to li ye above fixty Years, fliould be poilbncd ; 

L x that 
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that the reft of the People might not be in 
Danger of being ftarv'd. 

This was indeed a little barbarous j but 
it would be much more rational in Commerce, 
to make a Law, that after a Tradcfinan lhould 
arrive to be worth above fuch a certain Sum, 
fuppofc it lhould be thirty, to forty, to fifty, 
or to fixty thoufand Pounds, place it where 
you will, he lhould then be obliged to leave 
off Trade, and have no more to do with 
Commerce ; I mean Shop-Keeping or Warc- 
houfe-Keeping Commerce; but lhould be 
obliged to leave it to other Tradcfmcn, that 
he might not ftarve the poor young Tradef- 
men, that fet up by him, by engrofling the 
Bufinefs, and underfilling. 

Not that fuch a Law can be expeftedin 
this Land of Liberty, but every Body will 
claim to Trade, as long as they pleafe, and 
for as much as they pleafe, and as cheap as 
they pleafe. But it rauft be £aid too, that it 
is no lefs a Grievance in Trade for all that. 

All rcgrating and foreftalling of Markets, 
is accounted lb pernicious in Trade, that there 
are Laws againft it, as there is againft Com- 
binations and Engroffings alio; in ftiort, a 
Man thus over-grown in Trade and Wealth, 
is an EngrolTer and Foreftaller of Courfe, 
he is alfo a Combination in himfelf. How 
often have we feen one over-rich Tradefman 
attempt at an India Sale, to buy all the Cof- 
fee, another all the Pepper, and fo of other 

Goods, 
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Goods, and then put their own Price upon 
thole Goods for a while, and lb impole upon 
the whole Nation. 

W e have had feveral Examples of this 
kind in Trade here in London^ but general- 
ly without Succefs j Sir Thomas Cooke of 
Hackney y bought up once all the long Cloths 
at an< Eaft-India Sale, amounting to 80000 /. 
Sterling, and having the Command of a great 
Shop of Cafti, as I might call it, near Lom- 
bard-Street ^ clear'd and paid for them all in 
Time. We have feen the fame done lately in 
other Goods, as the Cochineal by one, and 
the Pepper by another : But as thcfe Engro£ 
lings did not ufually fucceed, lb indeed, nei- 
ther is it the Advantage of Trade that it 
ftiould be fo i and fuch over-grown Trades- 
men are a Nufance in Trade. 

A s I faid, that Trade ought to circulate 
through as many Hands as polTible, lb it is 
not for the Advantage of the Trade in gene- 
ral, to be managed by a few Tradelmen. 

In the firft Place, it is more in the Power 
of thole few to make Combinations in Trade, 
then it is when the Tradelmen are multiply 'd 
to a greater Number; two or three great rich 
Tradefmen are able to join together, and to 
buy up any Quantity of Goods ; whereas if 
the Trade was in the Hands of a great Num- 
ber, they would never be brought into it, 
or would never agree when they were in. 

t 3 lT 
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It is certainly better, that fifty Traded 
men were carrying on a particular Trade, 
with every Man a icoo /. Stock, than one 
great over-grown Tradefman, with 50000 /. 
Stock ; for befides that by ib much Trade 
being engrofled in one Hand, as would main- 
tain fifty Families , 'tis alfb in the Power of 
that one Tradefman to opprefs, and perhaps 
injure an hundred more, and in the End, ruin 
feveral of them : This is too evident in ma- 
ny Particulars. In a Word, an over-grown 
Tradefman is a publick Grievance in Trade. 

1. As by his flowing Stock, he has the 
Opportunity of watching Advantages ; 
and buying only of the pooreft Dealers, 
and when they, wanting Money, arc obli- 
ged to fell, tho' to Loft, rather than not 
raife immediate Cafh to keep the Wheel 
of their Trade a-going ; like thofe faving 
Houfe-keepers that go to Market at 
eleven a- Clock at Night, when they 
know the Butchers (willing to be gone) 
will rather fell a Joint of Meat for lefs 
than it coft them, than turn away a Cuf- 
tomer. This is an Oppreflion upon 
Trade, and is an Advantage meerly 
owing to the Stock they have above 
their Neighbours. 

%. By the vaft Stock they have in Trade, 
they give large Credit where they think 
the Tradefmen they deal with are lafe, 

and 
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and by keeping iiich Men always in 
their Books, they fecure the Cuftomer, 
and make him pay a better Price than 
otherwife he would do ; £b making 
themfelves whole that Way for what 
they fell at Under-Rates at other Times, 
and to other Men. 

3. Where they are rivall'd by any other 
Tradefincn, they immediately fell their 
Goods at Underprizes, to get and fccurc 
the Trade from that Rival j and this 
they will do, fo long, till they lhall tire 
the other out, and caufe them to give 
it over. Thus I have feen a Brewer 
in a Country Town, when another has 
let up near him, fell all his Beer Two 
or Three Shillings per Barrel cheaper, 
on purpofe to break the new Comer, 
and carry it on, till he has brew'd him- 
felf a thoufand Poynd out of Pocket, 
and when the other, being overcome, 
and perhaps almoft broke, has given it 
over, then he has raisM his Price Four 
or Five Shillings per Barrel, till he has 
made himfelf whole again, and then go 
on upon a Level as before. 

4. Upon all Occafions thefe Men ftand 
ready to buy (as the Tradefmen call 
it) the good Bargains, to get all the 
Pennyworths, which other Tradefmen 
cannot do for want of Money. In a 
Wprd, thefe are the Men that can buy 

L 4 cheap 
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cheap and fell dear, and that have infi- 
nite Advantages over their Neighbours ; 
and for that very Reafon they are, as 
I call it, a Burden and a Nuiancc to 
Trade, an Injury to young Begin- 
ners, the Ruin of the Poor, and a general 
Calamity to the whole Nation ; I mean 
in its trading Capacity only, for other- 
wife to have Men be Matters of large 
Stocks gain'd in Trade, is an Encou- 
ragement to Trade it felf, and a Benefit 
to the Publick. 

I lhall conclude this Part by dire&ing 
the thriving rich or over-rich Tradefman 
to ad the generous Part ; to charge it upon 
himfelf, to continue, what 'tis fuppofed 
he had been in his Beginning, namely, a 
fair Trader ; not to take unjuft and ruinous 
Advantages in Trade ; not to turn Devourer 
in Bufineis, cruel and voracious to his Neigh- 
bour j crulhing the poor Country Manufac- 
turer or Wholefale Dealer by either unfair 
Buying or Undcrfelling. 

Let him not grind the poor Manufactu- 
rer, by forcing them to fell cheaper than 
'tis apparent he can work : He fhould 
remember that the Man will but go home 
and get it out of the labouring Poor, 
and fo, as I faid above, drive them to 
the Jail, or to the Pariih, or perhaps to 

both ; 



Digitized by Google 



The Compleat Tradefman^ 153 

both ; the Man to the fir ft, and his Wife 
and Children to the laft. 

He fliould remember that by thus buying 
cheaper than the Maker can fell, he not only 
makes the Manufacturer opprels and crufh 
the Poor, and fb, as has been faid, fcatter 
and difperfe them, leffen the Consumption 
of the Produce, and fb caufe both Labour 
and Land to fink together ; but he opprefles 
the Trade itfelf, wrongs the Credit of the 
Goods, and brings them down at Market ; 
becaufe the Maker being impos'd upon in the 
Abatement of Price, by the Confequence 
abates in the Goodnefs of his Goods^ and 
brings them worie to Market than ever he 
did before. 

The Nature of the Thing implies it : If 
the Price is abated, the Workmanlhip will 
abate; the Spinners, Weavers, and Cioth- 
workers all are afFe&ed, and all will agree in 
this Method, that if you will not give the 
ufual Price, you cannot expeft the Goods 
to be of the ufual Goodnefs. 

An d what's the Confequence of all this, 
but that in the End the Trade is ruin'd, the 
Manufacture fpoiPd, the Tradefmen are 
broke, the Poor removed, and the Manufac- 
ture, in a word, is given over ? 'Tis not 
known again by its own Face, or callM by 
its own Name; the very Names of the 
Goods are loft in the World : New Manu- 
factures are invented, and fo the Tarde goes 

round 
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round in a Circle; the Rich devour the 
Poor, the Poof ftarve the Manfa&ure, 
and the Badnefs of the Manufa&ure ruins 
the Trade ; and this is the Reafbn why fuch 
flourifhing Tradelmen every Day break, 
and arc undone, namely, that vying with one 
another in this Manner of Trade, and fink- 
ing their Goods, they fall together, ruin 
themfclves and the Trade too. 

Such Tradelmen as thefe fliould leave 
off; 'tis Time they fliould leave Room for 
thole that come after them : To fee a Traded 
man worth -forty or fi^ thoufand Pound, 
and yet trading ftill, plodding ftill, I look 
upon him like a great Dragon in a Wood, 
that devours all the Travellers, till fome 
great Accident happens, that difarms him, 
and puts an End to him, and to the Spoil he 
does, all at once. 

Engrossing Trade is in itfclf as much 
an Evil as engroffing any particular Goods 
in Trade ; it is a Combination which is al- 
ways efteemM a Grievance ; that Man is a 
Fund of Commerce in himfeif, and he has 
held it fo long , that he is a meer Combi- 
nation in himfeif, though he has no Corre- 
fpondence in it with others : As he himfeif 
confederates with himfeif, he buys up all 
the large Parcels of Goods, which are too 
great for other Tradelmen in his own Way 
to buy, then fells them all out among thofc 
Tradelmen, hut with an Advance to him- 
feif i 
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felf; fo that he as effc&ually fecures them 
from felling under fuch or fuch a Price, as 
if they had combin'd together pofitively not,: 
to do it, and none but himfelf can under- * 
fell ; for at the fame Time he can fell as 
cheap as he will; he can fell as low as 
they bought, that is to fay, he can fell as 
cheap to another Chapman as he did to thofe 
of his own Trade. 

Thus he is a Bite upon the Men of his 
own Trade ; for they are bound, and he is 
loole ; they are bound by their Intereft not 
to fell cheaper than they bought, and he at 
the lame Time is free to fell as low as he 
did to them, by which Means they can fell 
none while he has any left. 

What fcandalous doing is this ? 'tis 
a Tyranny in Trade; the over -grown 
Tradefman is, in Ihort, a trading Tyrant, 
and he tyrannizes in a moft unjuft and 
unrealbnabie Manner over all the Tradef- 
men of his own Clafs ; nay, he tyrannizes 
over Trade itfelf; for while it is the true 
Intereft of Trade to be extended., and dilated 
in fuch a Manner, that as many Families, 
and as many People as poffible, may be em- 
ploy'd in, and maintained by it; he, on 
the contrary, contra&s it, crowds it into a 
narrow Compafs, manages as much in his 
own little Circle, and perhaps with four or 
five Servants, as would and might, and in- 
deed ought to employ and maintain twenty 

Families 
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Families of Head-Tradefmen, fuch as him- 
felf, or at leaft fuch as himfelf was when 
he begun, and their Servants, fuppofe two 
Servants to each Shop. 

Again, he is a Tyrant, and an Oppret- 
lor to thofe very Servants who he keeps ; 
for fuppofe, for Example, he keeps at a 
Time five Apprentices ; when thefe Ap- 
prentices come out of their Times, he 
ftarves them ; he prevents them ; they may 
eafily fee 'tis to no Purpofe to fct up near 
him; there's no body can live within his 
Compafs; like a high, old, overfpreading 
Tree , it ought to be cut down, or at leaft 
the Branches be loppp'd off ; for nothing 
will grow under it ; what with keeping the 
Beams of the Sun off, and what with drop- 
ping continually in wet Weather, and fhed- 
ding a whole Surface of Leaves at another 
Sealbn, its Greatnefs and Breadth makes the 
very Soil barren about it; nothing can 
thrive under its Shade. 

The Tradelman thus over-grown with 
Stock, and puftiing on his Trade with a power- 
ful Cafti, is a deftru&ive Shade to all the 
young Tradefmcn that fet up near him; 
lb that he breeds up Apprentices, in fhort, 
to nothing; he takes their Money, indeed, 
and has the Benefit of their feven Years 
Services, and when they come out of their 
Times, they are juft where they were; they 
can do nothing for themfelves, unlefs they 

go 
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go out of his Reach, out of his Knowledge ; 
and as that is to go out of their own Know- 
ledge too", fo all the Acquaintance they 
have made in the Time of their Service is of 
no Ufe to them. 

Nor does it end here; but perhaps in 
the Town they go to, there's fuch another 
trading Tyrant, and ib on in a third Place; 
and what if there were one in every confide- 
rable trading Town ? as to fpeak the Truth, 
there are few without j what then ? what 
mull young Tradefinen do ? The Anfwer is 
beft given by pleading the Fa£t ; what do 
they do ? 'Tis plain : They do let up, and 
labour in the Fire ; fome few ftruggle hard, 
and by Dint of Induftry and Stock, make 
Shift to hold it till kind Death, or fome other 
Accident, removes the Tyrant Tradefiuan, 
and then the Stream of Trade that was 
damm'd up, breaks out, and every one gets 
lbme, as in a great Drought, a hafty Rain 
making a Flood, the low Lands drink in their 
Fill, and then the reft are refrefh'd. 

But in the mean Time, how many poor 
young Tradefinen are cruih'd, and not being 
able to live under the Droppings of this great 
Tree, languifh a while, ftarve and die away ? 
I mean, die as Tradefmen? that is to fay, 
fail and break, or wafte what Stock they had, 
and are obliged to give over, for Fear of it? 
In which laft Cafe, they always come off 
with Wounds and Scars, LolTes, and lelfen- 
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ing of their Kor tunes ; and this makes £o 
many young Tradefmen go abroad j pufhing 
fome into one Bufincfs, ibme into another, 
to raife their Fortunes, and fome into the 
Armies. 

But it muft be added too, that this is a 
Calamity in Trade, and abundantly proves 
that it is injurious ; that to have too much 
Trade engrofs'd into one Hand, is taking the 
Bread from the Mouths of many others that 
have a Right to be fed with it, and is an Ex- 
orbitance which, if it werepolftble, ou^htto 
be prevented. Trade Ihould be a current 
Channel, and ought to flow for the Benefit 
of the whole Body : Induftry claims an 
Encouragement j and though a great and rich 
Tradefinan cannot be legally limited and re- 
ftrain'd from continuing in Trade, as long 
as he pleafes ; yet luch a Man may be told, 
that he ftiould not make himfelf an Oppref- 
for in Trade ; that he ihould not be an un- 
fair Trader at his latter End, that was not 
fo in his Beginning ; that he Ihould have a 
juft Regard to the Trade it felf, as well as to 
his private and particular Profit ; not to run 
down the Price of Goods, or the Labour of 
the Poor, only becaufe he can gain when 
others cannot. 

In a word, he may be told, that he is 
a common Grievance to the Trade in gene- 
ral, and to his Country, when he does fo; 
and that he ceafes to be a Compleat Trades- 
man, 



Digitized by Google 



The Compleat Tradefman. i 59 

man, when he turns Engroffer and Under- 
miner of his Neighbours. The Compleat 
Tradefinan is a generous Tradefinan, and 
will not be an unfair Trader, will not ad 
to the Prejudice, either of his Trading 
Neighbours, or of the Trade it fclf : Where 
fuch arc, and how hard they are to be found, 
is a Subjed to be fpoken of by it felf. 




CHAP. VI. 

- 

Of what are the particular Dangers, to 
which a rich over-grown Trade/man may 
be liable, what hi has to fear, and how 
he may avoid a Mifcarriage. 

A.VING taken the Freedom to 
tell the rich over-grown Tradef- 
man, that he is never too high to 
fall, that he is never out of the 
Reach of Difafter, till he is quite out of 
Trade; my Difcourfe cannot be laid to be 
compleat, if I do not lay down fome Plan 
of the Tradefman's Courfe, and what he is 
to do, even after he is arriv'd to a Pitch of 
Profpcrity to be call'd rich, and yet is not 
difpos'd to lay down. 

For 
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For though I do fay, it would be the belt 
Step a Tradeiman could take after he is rifen 
up to the Magnitude of zoooo/. as I men- 
tioned before, to lay down, and draw out of 
Trade ; yet I do not lay it down as a Rule, 
and that it is abfolutely neceffary to him to 
lay down at fuch or fuch a Time, or that 
he cannot lawfully and honeftly continue lon- 
ger in Trade. 

There may be C ire um fiances which may 
plead for a continuing in Trade, though a 
Man be arrived to fuch a Degree of Wealth ; 
he may have a large Family to provide for, 
Children to breed up in the Bufinefs, and to 
carry it on after him ; Daughters to marry, 
and to whom it is his Intereft to bring their 
Husbands into Part of his Bufinefs; and fo 
he may divide it into feverai Parts. 

Part of his Subftance may be abroad in 
foreign Adventures, and he may think it pro- 
per to wait till it comes fafe in ; for a Tradef- 
man is not a Complcat Tradefman till he has 
got all his EfFe&s Home, every Bottom 
wound up, and his Eftate lodg'd, either in 
the Bank, or in fome eftablifh'd Fund, where 
he is fure to enjoy its Revenue, without Ha- 
zard or Defalkation of any kind. 

In this Cafe, and fuppofing all fafe, we 
muft talk of him in a different Pofiticn : 'Tis 
certain, leaving off his Bufinefs with twenty 
thoufand Pounds in his Pocket, he changes 
his Situation in the World, that is to fay, 

he 
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he lays down the Tradefman, and takes up 
the Gentleman with a thoufand Pounds a 
Year Eftate. 

As he begins his new Figure in fuch an 
advanc'd Station, let me give a feafonable 
Hint to him ; and then as he has done with 
Trade, fo I ftiall have done with him j for 
I am not writing to the Gentleman, but 
the Tradefman. 

i. As he has been bred up a Tradefman^ 
he will not be to feek in what Part of 
Life to begin } a managing Gentleman 
is certainly the fafeft in his Circumftan- 
ces ; the one main Thing he has to do 
as a Gentleman, is only to live within 
the Compafs of his Income, within the 
Limits of his Eftate. 
He that has a thoufand Pounds aYear Eftate 
ought to ipend five hundred aYear, and 
no more: He that once comes to lay 
up five hundred Pounds a Year, out of 
his Eftate, will always fee a rifing Fa- 
mily under him; as he that fpends 
but one hundred Pounds a Year more 
than his Eftate brings in, will always 
be neceffitous , under the Hatches , 
muft borrow, mortgage, or fell, and 
fo gradually bleeds to* Death. 

Let the managing Tradefman be but a 
managing Gentleman too, and he is made for 

M " Ages 
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Ages, his Family is cftablifhed j every two 
Years he can add fifty Pounds a Year in 
Land to his Eftate ; and if he lives twenty 
Years in fuch a Circumftance, adding the 
additional Income, and the Advances made 
by it, he leaves his Eftate doubled, and 
grown up to two thoufand Pounds a Year. 

The great Misfortune of this luxurious 
Age is, that the Gentlemen of Great Bri- 
tain cannot do thus ; that they muft, and do, 
and will live, as the Scots calls it, in the 
middle of their Geer, that is, to the Extent 
of their Revenue j and this is the Realbn, 
that they not only cannot increafe, but will 
always decline, unlets they pleafe to take up, 
and live within the Compafs of their Eftatcs. 

It is an unhappy Truth, that the Luxu- 
ry of the Gentry is the Profperity of the 
Tradefman ; the high and expensive Way 
of Living, which the Gentry of this Nation 
are, of late fallen into, is a too certain Foun- 
dation of the Increafe of Commerce, and of 
the Ruin of the Gentry both together; it is 
true, frequent War, a flourifhing Court, and 
the Increafe of publick Bulinels, is a Door 
at which Preferment enters, by which the 
Pofterity of the prcfent declined Fami- 
lies may rife again, and the young beggar'd 
Gentry may pick up a little; butfuppofe 
that, what a Decimation do they firft luffer? 
how few arc thofe that rife to thole that fall? 
and how poor arc the ordinary Heights they 

rile 
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rife to, compar'd to what their luxuriant An* 
ceftors fell from ? 

Let the miferable Lift of Half- Pay Men, 
the Skeletons of the late War, teftify this What 
are they lookM upon to be at this Time ? Are 
they not the Nation's Penfioners, fpending the 
Remains of their Days as their Parents did ? 
The Remains of their Fortune is a kind of 
Indolence, that themfelves are afham'd of, 
like an old Weapon growing rufty for want 
of Ule, till by mecr Time, they grow In- 
valids to their Country, as they have been 
all along to themfelves ; and if a War does 
not intervene to reftore them to A&ion, they 
die off, only to relieve their Country, and 
eafe the Publick of the Charge of them. 

But I return to the exalted Tradefman : 
He knows the World too well, not to know, 
that not to live within the Compafs of his Es- 
tate, is to condemn himfelf to a declining Con- 
dition from the firft Hour ; and who would 
think, that obliging himfelf to live within 
the Compafs of live, or fix, or feven hun- 
dred a Year Expence, can be called a Con- , 
finement ? 

He that has been a frugal managing Man 
in Trade, can never, with his Senles about 
him, turn an unthinking ftupid Extravagant 
when he leaves off: 'Tis contrary to the very 
Nature of the Thing ; 'tis contrary to the or- 
dinary Courle of his Life; he muft lay afide 
all his Experience, his Underftanding inBu- 

M z finefs, 
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finefs, and Knowledge of the World ; fof 
there is fomething fb abfurd in a Life of 
imprudent Expence, that a Man bred in Bu- 
linels can never fall into it, unlels he has 
firft forfeited all his former Capacities, and 
is no more able to make any Judgment of 
Things. 

It is not poflible he fliould not fee the 
fpending more than his Income muft end in 
Ruin, muft reduce that Income, and oblige 
him at laft to leffen the Expence double to 
the firft Extravagance : 'Tis very feldom that 
Tradefmen, who have labourM for the getting 
an Eftate, are themfelves the Deftroycrs of 
it ; they know too well how to caft up Profit 
and Lois, and 'tis too natural to them to look 
into Things, to let them run on to Extremi- 
ties. 

Hence, I think there is the lefs Need to 
talk to the Tradefman after he has laid down, 
and is lifted among the Gentry, than before. 
I therefore return to him, as yet a Tradefman, 
tho' rich, and when in the Height of his 
trading Fortunes; for juft then when he be- 
gins to cool in his trading Warmth, and enter- 
tains Thoughts of laying down and leaving 
off, but has not yet done it, I lay, then is an- 
other Crifis of the Tradesman's Fortunes, a 
Jun&ure when he is in .Danger of a Blow, 
much more than he was in the full Courfe 
of his Trade, or perhaps may ever be after 
it. 

i. Then 
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i. Then he is in the greateft Danger of 
Proje&s, and that with this particular Mifi- 
chief, that if he adventures upon any Thing, 
^tis generally fbmething large, great, propor- 
tioned to the Figure he made in Bufinefs be- 
fore, that is to fay, it will be as equal in Danger 
to his Capacity of bearing, as lefler Projects 
are to leffer People j and indeed the Diffe- 
rence between them lies here only, namely, 
that a little Tradelman is ruined by little Pro- 
jects, a capital over-grown Tradefinan by 
larger Undertakings j with this Difadvan- 
tage ftill to the latter, viz. that if his great 
Undertakings mifcarry, the Blow is gene- 
rally irrecoverable, and the Wound incu- 
rable. 

Lesser Hurts maybe healed; but thefe 
$re mortal Wounds, or no Wounds at all. 
I could name fbme of the vaft Undertakings 
which deep Heads have run into, which 
have been too great for any fingle Hands to 
manage, too heavy for any fingle Backs to 
bear j luch was farming the Revenues of 
Ireland, by Alderman Forth, engrofling 
the Long Cloth and Sallam pores by Sir 
Thomas- Cook', building whole Streets, or 
Towns rather, befides Offer ly-Houfe , by 
Do&or Barebone j planting Colonies in New 
Jerfey, Tenfilvania^ and Carolina, and ma- 
ny others ; all which mortally wounded the 
Fortunes and Credit of the Undertakers of 
them, even after they were worth not 

M 3 xoooo/, 
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a oooo /. only, but lome of them three or Four 
Times thofe Sums. 

I know nothing in which a rich Leaving- 
ojf Tradefmen has more need of Advice, 
than juft at the Time of advancing into 
fome Capital Undertaking, that has a fair 
Profpeft, but a remote and vaftly extended 
View j which if it takes, will indeed do great 
Things, but if it mifcarries, will undo great 
Things alfo, and ruin him after he is already 
made rich. , 

What Temptation but that I mentioned 
before, of meer Avarice, can lie in the Way 
of a Man worth 20000 /. in his Pocket ? 
what can he propofe to himlclf, better than 
what he already has ? If it be to get an Es- 
tate, he is anfwered, he has an Eftate. As 
I faid before, he has a thouland a Year in 
Hand, and a moral Certainty of a thoufand 
a Year more, with a Negative only. 

It is a very remarkable Difference which 
attends the Tradefman I am fpeaking to, 
in the Confequence of this Management ; his 
Profpcrity confifted before all in the active 
Part of Life ; in Diligence, Application, 
Endeavour, and turning his Head and Hand 
to every profitable Thing in the Road and 
Cdurfe of his Bufinels ; and I have faid 
enough to fpur the young Tradefman on to 
Diligence, on Purpofe to bring him to this 
Circumftance of Life> which I call rich. 

But 
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But now being to wind off the Bottom, 
being grown rich, and refolv'd to leave off, 
as he is going to change the Figure of his 
Life, and place himfelf in a quite differing 
Pofture in Life, lb the Direction is quite dif- 
ferent alfo, for now his only Virtue is Indo- 
lence, the only fafe Part he is to a£t (if it be 
proper to call it a&ing) is, / fay^ to do no- 
thing, and I muft add, it is the moft difficult 
Part too. 

It is not difficult only, but next to im- 
poffible to a Tradelman, bred to Bufinefs, 
bred to be always looking ftiarp out, watch- 
ing Advantages, and then taking hold of 
them, improving every Hint, pufliing every 
vifible Advantage; Ms next to impoflible, 
for fuch a Man to fit ftill, and do nothing ; 
to lee the World flow up to his very Teeth, 
and not open his Mouth to take it in ; ^tis 
againft the very Current of his Blood ; 
he cannot do it ; Nature, Reafon, and every 
Thing about him, at leaft by their Outfides, 
call upon him to come in, and be made at 
once. But a good Judgment, and the Event 
of Things forcfeen at a Diftance, would with- 
hold him ; there his Realbn would found 
a Negative to him, and bid him Hand faft. 
Come in and be made : Why I am made, fays 
he^ I dont want it. Come in and be rich. 
Avarice fays : I am rich ; and can, with Pa- 
tience, be as much richer as I pleafe. 

M 4 How 
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How many over-grown rich Tradefmen, 
leaving off, nay, who had left off Trade, 
and retir'd to enjoy what they had got, 
came at this unhappy Summons of their 
Avarice^ into the late publick Infatuation, 
ruinM at one Blow the Fruits of forty Years 
unwearied Diligence and Labour , and 
went out and hangM themfelves. 

And yet who could withftand the At- 
tack; the very Principle of a Tradefman 
fell in with it : There was no room to refill 
it ; Nature hardly furnifh'd them with one 
Word to fay againft clofing with it : 'Twas 
the hardeft Thing in the World to reconcile 
the Negative to common Senfe; and yet 
none but thofe who adhered to the Nega- 
tive, even againft common Senfe, were lafe; 
unlefs they got lafe out after they were 
plung'd deep in, which was next to impof- 
fibie. < 

But to leave exclaiming at particular 
Examples, the Advice is general, and will 
hold good in all its feveral Parts : The rich 
Tradefman once left off, having converted 
his Money into folid Rents, laid the Tradef- 
man down, and commene'd Gentleman, as 
above, he ought the firft Thing he does to 
put a refolved Negative upon all Propofals 
of Bufinefs whatfberer : He has one efta- 
blifh'd Bufinefs before him, and in that he 
is effeftually lafe, has no Rifque to run, no 
Dangers in View ; 'twill make him rich with- 

QUt 
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out Poffibility of Mifcarriage, and that is, 
live upon one Half of his Income, and lay 
up the other Half: Such a Man is out of 
the Reach of Fortune or Misfortune; no 
Cafualty can reach him j 'tis impoffible he 
can be hurt. \ 

If he leaves off, as I have faid, at ioooo /. 
in his Pocket, that is, at 1000 /. a Year 
Eftate, how eafily will he raife his Revenue 
to 2000 /. ? and how eafily may his Sue- • 
ceflbr, purfuing that Method, advance it 
to almoft what Magnitude he pleafes ? 

Prudent Management, and frugal Living, 
will increale any Fortune to any Degree : 
I knew a private Gentleman, whofe Father 
fet him . up thus, worth 20000 /. and bid 
him go and fet up for a Gentleman, for he 
would not let him meddle with Trade. The 
Father had gotten a great Eftate by Mer- 
chandize; but told his Son 20000/. was a 
very good Trade, and if he managed it well, 
he would be rich without running the Rifcjues 
cf a Merchant. 

The young Gentleman took the Hint, 
and begun the World with a good Eftate, 
Hv'd frugally, yet handfbmely ; purchased an 
Eftate of 15*00 /. per Annum with his own 
Stock and his Wife's Fortune/ which was 
* very confiderable. 

In this Manner he went on for fome 
Years, till his Family increased : He fpent 
about 300/. fer Annurn^ then 400/. and 

at 
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at length 5*00 /. Before he came tofpend40o /• 
per Annum, he had railed his Eftate to i8oo/« 
per Annum, by the mere Increafe of its 
own Income; always putting the Money out 
as faft as it came in, upon the publick Se- 
curities, which at that Time paid 7 /. per 
Cent. Intereft. At the End of fifteen Years 
he had railed his Eftate to z$oo I. a Year, 
the Subfcription or Engraftment, as it was then 
called, to the Bank, tailing in at that Time: 
When his Eftate was thus large, he took a 
larger Houfe into his Hands, being of his 
own Eftate too ; and fetting up a Coach, 
his Expcnces amounted to near 800 /. a 
Year, not more ; and at that Time his old 
Father died, and left him a vaft Addition 
to his Fortune, being no lefs than between 
50 and 60000 /. in Money and Rents ; lb 
that when it was all put together, he had a 
clear Eftate of between $ and 6000 /. a 
Year. 

As he livM in a handfome Figure before, 
ib he did not at all enlarge his Equipage 
on this Occafion; but his Family growing 
numerous, and alfo growing up, obliged him 
to an Expcnce of about 1000 to 1200/. 
■per Annum, never more. 

This Man lived twenty two Years after 
his Father's laft Lump was left him ; and 
going on upon the fame prudential Improve- 
ment as above, it was found at his Death, 
that he had 16000/. per Annum ftated Re- 
venue, 
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venue, and almoft 90000 /. in Ready Mo- 
ney, that is to fay, in the Bank, Exchequer, 
and fuch other publick Securities, as were to 
be efteemed Ready Money. 

Once I faw a Caculation made from his 
Eftate in his own Prelence; for I had lb 
far an Intimacy with his Affairs, by which 
it appear'd, that in twenty five Years more, 
had he livM fo long, he muft have been 
worth two Millions Sterling. 

'Tis true this was raifed from a capital 
Beginning ; but 'tis as true, that every Be- 
ginning, where the Expence is within the 
Compals of the Income, will do the fame 
Thing in Proportion, and that without any 
Rifquc of mifcarrying. Indeed (human Vi- 
ciffitudes allowed for) a Man that lives thus 
within the Limits of his Revenue, cannot 
mifcarry; there's no Room for Difafter, no 
Poffibility of Mifcarriage. 

He does not increafe by Art and by Craft, 
not by Management of Stock, or making 
Gain of this or that particular Thing ; he 
increafes by Nature, by the mere Confequence 
of Things ; if fix comes in, and four goes cut, 
there muft be two left behind ; nothing can 
break in upon the Security of this Man's 
Affairs, but ibme publick Calamity, fuch 
a War, as Ihould expofe us to publick Inva- 
sions and Depredations of an Enemy, to ra- 
vage the Land, and burn down the Tenants 
Houfes; and even in fuch a Cafe they could 

not. 
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not carry away the Land ; the Fee-Simple* 
with After-Years of Peace would reftore all 
again. 

Why then fhould the Tradefman look 
any where but right before him ? If he is 
withdrawn from Trade, let him fix his Staff 
down there, and never turn to the Right 
Hand, or to the Left ; he has an Eftate and 
an Eftablifhment for his Life, by that he 
ftands, and keeping to that he can never fall j 
let him refolve to give the Negative to eve- 
ry Propofal, to every Offer, however ad* 
yantageous } and till he can do that, he is 
never fafe. 

From the firft Hour that he withdraws 
out of Trade, he fhould refolve to with- 
draw wholly out of it, and then he may 
write Secure upon his Door, and not till then, 
becaufe Trade is never without i{s Hazards; 
an Eftate as an Eftate, is in no Danger, but 
from the Kitchen and the Stable, Nothing 
wounds the Eftate, but the Table and the 
Equipage, if the Expence is kept under the 
Revenue, the Man will -always grow, and 
be always growing ; if not, I need not fay, 
what will follow : Caufes and Gonfequences 
are always fteady and the fame, and will 
ever be lb to the End of Time. 

There are alio many Difafters in Trade, 
which fometimes bear hard upon, even the 
moft Capital Tradefmcn, and that fb hard, as 
to hazard their Ruin, even in the Higheft of 

their 
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their Fortunes : The fudden rifing ahd fal- 
ling of any one particular Article in Trade, 
how has it funk a particular Tradefman, four 
to five thouland Pounds at a Time ? This I 
have, known frequently happen, and that in 
feveral particular Sorts of Goods ; and this 
dips deep into a Tradefman's Stock, tho' he 
fliould be fo overgrown* as we have now 
defcribed : The fudden Surprize of Fires^ as 
fuch Difafters are fometimcs circiimftanced, 
and efpecially, before the late Infurances of 
Goods in Warehoufes have been fet up. I 
could name fome fo very confiderable with- 
in thefe few Years, as had not fuch Infuran- 
ces been made, would have overthrown a 
Man of 20000 /. Stock j but 'tis not proper 
to enter upon Particulars of fach a Nature, 
where the Examples are ftill in being and in 
Bufincfs. 'Tis' an ill Office to publifh 
Tradefinen Lofles, 'tis what fliould be con- 
cealed, not revived, efpecially while the. 
Men are living and trading. 

But to go back beyond our prefent Age, 
Sir William Warren was a famous Juftice, 
who by three, if not more Fires in Wop- 
fing, was lb demolilhed, not only his Dwel- 
ling Houfe, but whole Streets of Houfes of 
his own building, and rebuilding, burnt down, 
that from a Man of a very great acquired 
Fortune by Bufinefs, he was reduced to very 
mean Circumftances, and yet had no other ; 

appa- 
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, apparent Loffes, at leaft none that were con* 
fiderable. 

The Glutting up the Exchequer in King 
Charles IPs Time, how did it at once reduce 
the Fortunes and Credit too of the chief 
Bankers in Lombard-Street ? eleven of them 
were, as it evidently appeared by the Accounts 
afterwards given into Parliament, Men of 
clear and great Eftates, from 20000 /. the leaft, 
to immenfe Sums the higheft ; yet at one 
Blow, they fell as if they had been blown 
up with Gunpowder, or as the City of 'Pa- 
lermo lately fell by an Earthquake. 

But to go no farther back than our own 
Times; Will any Man fay a Tradefman is 
fafe from Difafter ? Let fuch look back upon 
our late War, when not lome Ships only, but 
whole Fleets of Ships fell into the Hands of 
the French^ fo that 3000 Sail were taken 
before the Seas were any Thing like being 
defended or duly guarded : Or to look on 
our Affair of the South-Sea, or our Neigh- 
bours of the Mijfifip 't^ how many ruined ' 
Families are to be feen in either Natioh, and 
among the Tradefmen only, who before that 
Time were as much above the Fear of Dif- 
after, as 20000 /. can be liippoied to make 
any Man be. 

Large Adventures are the Fate of large 
Stocks in Trade ; Men in the Height of Trade 
do not, like young Beginners, venture a little 
here and a little there j confequently, if Lof- 
fes 
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fes come, they fall heavy. I have feen a 
Tradefman in London give up his Books, 
where he has appeared to be worth 40000 /• 
clear of all Debts and Demands, and yet 
fink and become Bankrupt in lefs than two 
Years, and be, as we call it in Trader half 
as much worfe than nothing. 

If this then is the Cafe, and the Tradef- 
man is never fafe .while he is in Trade, he is 
fo long not out of the Reach, no, nor out 
of the Want of good Advice ; and the firfi 
Advice I would give a rich Tradefman, be- 
fides what I have mentioned already, is, not 
to run into great Adventures on the Prefump- 
tion of his great Stock, or which is worfe, 
not on Prefumption of his great Credit; not 
to rifque, becaufe he can bear a Lofs, but 
as he grows rich let hisWarinefs and his Cau- 
tions increale, as his Stock increales. 

It is recorded of fome Men famous in 
Story for their Bravery and Courage, that 
when they grew rich they grew Cowards, 
and backward to run Hazards. The Story 
of the Roman Merchant, who lifted under 
Sertorius, whether Fad or a Fable, is very 
applicable to this Cafe : He came a Stranger 
into the Army, but was foon made remark- 
able to the whole Camp, and to the Gene- 
ral in particular, by his Gallantry, and by 
his Courage on the molt defperate and diffi- 
cult Occafions. 

At 
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At Length the General fent for him, and 
defir'd to know him, and told him he had 
been Witnefs to his Behaviour, and that he 
was juftiy admir'd for his Courage and Bra- 
very, and enquired into his Circumftances : 
He told the General, that he was a Merchant 
of Italy : I fuppofe he told him of what 
Place in particular ; that travelling Home- 
ward out of Gaul, he fell among Thieves, 
and was robb'd of all he had ; by which be- 
ing utterly undone and reducM to Beggary 
and Diftrefs, he came into the Army for no 
other End, but to die honourably, and fo 
put an End to a Life of Mifery and Delpe- 
ration. 

The General mov'd with Compaffion, for 
his Misfortunes, and pleas'd that he could 
reward a Man of iuch Merit, gave him a 
Commiflion, .as we, call it, that is, made him 
a Centurion; his Behaviour ftill continuing 
braw, he ad vancM him to the Command of 
a Cohort, that is to lay, made him a Colonel ; 
a Cohort generally confifting of from 800 to 
1000 Men. 

Some Time after this, Sertorlus having 
fome particular Pieces of Service, which re- 
quired an Officer of known Experience and 
tryM Courage, he fingied this Man out, and 
era ve him the Introduction to it, with a Com- 
piiment upon his Fidelity and Valour, which 
he had feeri try'd upon fo many extraordi* 
nary Occafions. But was iurprifed to find 

that 
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that it was not received with the fame Alacrity 
and chearfiil Countenance as ulual ; but on 
the contrary, with a kind of Relu&ance 
and Backwardnefs not ufual in Men of Cou- 
rage. 

This was fo evident too, that the General 
askM him the Occafion of it j and the Man 
anfwer'd frankly, it was not that he was 
weary of the Service, only that he thought 
himfelf not fo fit for it now, as before ; but 
if he could find out fome Body that had 
been robb'd lately^ he would certainly be 
a fitter Man for it. 

The Moral of the Story is exa&ly to 
my Purpofe : Bold Adventures are for Men 
of delperatc Fortunes, not for Men whofe 
Fortunes are made ; to make a Man rich and 
great, adds nothing to his Vigour and Spirit 
in the Bufinefs he is to .undertake : Men 
furniftiM for great Attempts, muft be Men 
who have great Expc&ations; when you 
mount the Man, you difinount his Courage ; 
when he is upon the Pinacle of his For- 
tunes, he is paft the Pinacle of his enter- 
prifing Spirit ; he has nothing to do then, but 
to keep himfelf where he is. 

Now, though this is a Scoundrel Spirit 
in a Hero, 'tis yet a noble Spirit in a Tradef- 
man : 'Tis a Meanpefs hardly honeft in a 
General j but 'tis a WilHom and a Prudence 
never enough to be commended in a Tradei- 
man : Adventure fparingly if you would 

N come 
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come out of Trade readily; the adventuring 
Days are over, when the Tradefman fees 
the Door open, and is looking for his Way 
out of Trade. 

He that runs into great Adventures after 
he has enrich cl himfelf, feems not to have 
a true Notion of Trade ; or to think it lb 
much a Lottery as he ought to know it is. 
One would think common Prudence fhould 
make a deeper Impreflion upon a Man of 
twenty or thirty Years Experience in Trade, 
than to leave him in any Want of Advice 
as to fuch a Thing as this. 

He that has traded, as I fay, twenty or 
thirty Years, muft have feen the Beginning 
and End of many a fair Outfide, muft have 
feen many a plaulible Propofal vanifh into 
Smoke, and end in the fame Emptinefs 
where it began : For him to dip in Air and 
Vapour, and buy the Fancies of Projeftors 
and Undertakers with the folid Subftance, 
which he has laboured fo many Years for, 
it has fbmething fo prepofterous in it, that 
one would think no Man of ordinary Ex- 
perience could come into it ; and yet nothing 
is more frequent than to fee fuch Men who 
have been cunning enough for all the World 
before, drop into the weakeft Snares, and 
be made Dupes of at laft, by the meaneft 
and moft Scoundrel Proje&or. 

On this Account, and becaufe of the 
many Examples there are to be given where 

fuch 
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fuch Men have mifcarried : I fay, on this 
Account it is that I think this Advice is fea- 
fonable j and no Tr^efman will think him- 
felf affronted, if from the frequent Examples 
of Men ruined by fiich Miftakes, I venture 
to argue, that no Man is above the Caution, 
no Man lb fecure as not to want it. 

Nor do I confine myfelf in this Part, to 
the Tradefman's being drawn into Proje&s 
and great Undertakings, tho* thefe have been 
the capital Mifchiefs which have overthrown 
fo many, that I may well make it a Mark 
of the whole. 

But even in the Way of their own Bufi- 
nefs, how many rich Tradefmen have I fcen 
fall at laft by over-large Adventures within 
the Compafs of their proper Bufinefs ? How 
many were ruined at the Beginning of the 
firft War, by undertaking to cloth the Ar- 
my ? Others* by the Tranfport Service : 
Some by furnifhing one Commodity, fomc 
another 5 giving Credit to thfe Government, 
under the Temptation of a great Price for 
their Goods, and large Profits ; at the fame 
Time being drawn in from one Article to 
another, till they launched out not their 
whole Stocks only, but to the utmoft Ex- 
tent of their Credit; and the Government 
not paying in Time, the rich Tradefman 
has been ruined, with his Talleys in his 
Hand, and with his Accounts to fhew. 

N x In- 
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Innumerable Inftances of Tradefmert 
ruined by thefe Things were to be feen in 
thofe Days, till Want of the publick Cre- 
dit grew a terrible Calamity upon Trade; 
and had not the Parliament reftored that 
Credit in the very critical Time, by making 
good paft Deficiencies, and ftiewing the Na- 
tion where their grand Securities lay ; that 
th,e Parliament only was the Fund of Funds, 
which could alone give Credit, and fup- 
port it when given ; by whicK the People 
Were encouraged to truft the Government, 
without heavy Difcounts and large Ad- 
vancements on the Rates of Goods fold to 
them : I fay, had not this been the Cafe, 
the publick Credit mult entirely have funk, 
and innumerable Tradefmcn, even of the 
firft Magnitude, have fallen with it under the 
general Calamity. / 

All this is mentioned, without any par- 
ticular Views in the Retrofped, to let us 
fee how frequent it has been, and confe- 
quently ftiil may be, for the moft Topping 
Tradesmen, to ufe a Trading City Thrafe, 
to be overthrown, and fink under the or- 
dinary Calamities of Bufinels \ notwithftand- 
ing their Circumftances have been otherwife 
efteemed (even by themfelves) to be above 
the Reach of Dilafter : From hence I may 
reafonably argue, that the Tradefman has al- 
ways Occafion to be wary and cautious ; and 
even the higher he advances, he ftiould be 

fo 
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fo far from abating, that he Ihould increafe 
his Vigilance, by how much his Dangers 
are greater from Adventures of greater Mag- 
nitude. 

Particularly there feems to be a Danger 
fuch Men are more than others expos'd toj 
1 mean that of giving over-large Credit. 
This is fometimes unavoidable, but gene- 
rally Ipeaking, Ihould be guarded againft as 
one of the mod dangerous Confequences of 
a ftrong Stock, and a powerful Credit. 
How often have we found in fome of our 
late Commiffions of Bankrupt, that this or 
that particular Man has come in a Creditor 
to the Rate of ten, twelve, to fourteen 
thoufand Pounds a Man? All t rutted, as 
we fay, upon the Honour of a particular 
Tradefman, who in the End Ihews, that he 
has no Honour, or perhaps Honefty at all j 
and this without Bond or Security, upon the 
ordinary Faith of a Book Debt, and with- 
out any previous Confederation, more than 
the mere Credit of the Man. 

If it were only that fuch a Man cannot 
reafbnably run in Debt fb great a Sum, 
if his own Circumftances were good, yet 
fuch a Credit does not feem to correfpond 
with the ufual Prudence of a Tradefman ; 
unlefs the Perfbn trufting him has fiich a 
clear Stock of his own, as not to value the 
Lofs of ten thoufand Pounds at a Time ; and 
how many of thefc are to be found ? 

N 3 This 
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This is generally the Reafon why, when 
fuch a Tradefman finks, he pulls down a 
great many with him, as was hinted before j 
as a great Tree, which falling among the 
lmaller Wood, cruflies many finaller, and 
otherwife promifing Plants with its Fall: 
ATradefman in fiill Credit, but ill rooted, and 
rotten at Bottom, is really a terrible Article 
in the Commonwealth of Trade ; for Men 
live with him as the People dwell upon 
London- Bridge, without Fear, becaufe of 
his long Standing. 




CHAP. VII. 

r 

That as the Tradefman is never too high 
to fall j fb he is never too low to rife ; 
and no Condition is fo low or fo defpica- 
ble in a Tradefman, but he may with 
diligence and Application recover it. 

S it was the encouraging Saying 
of a wile Man relating to the ge- 
neral Changes of Life, 'tisr much 
more juftly applied to the Misfor- 
tunes of a Tradefman, Nil defperandum: 
A diligent Tradefman ought never to de- 
fpair. And truly, Diligence is fb abfolutely 

nectary 
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neceflary to a Tradefman's Proipcrity, that 
without it he ought never to hope. 

A Man that will lie ftill, fhould never 
hope to rife ; he that will lie in a Ditch 
and pray, may depend upon it he lhall lie 
in the Ditch and die. This has determin'd 
Diligence to be abfolutely neceffary to De- 
liverance, as Legs are to Progreffion. Ap- 
plication may be juftly called Nature's 
Crutches ; he that will not help himielf^ 
fliall never be help'd : Heaven is always 
able ; but Heaven always requires us to be 
a Means to ourfelves, and he feldom fails 
concurring with thofe Means ; nay, it is lb 
far Heaven is pleafed to concur, that he 
gives the yery Honour of our Prolperity 
tb ourfelves, as if we were the Caufes of it. 
The diligent Hand makes rich. We know 
'tis the Hand of Heaven that makes rich ; 
but the Text gives it to the Hand of Dili- 
gence, as if it were to encourage the Man to 
Application, and to beftir himfelf, heartily 
promifing him both the Advantage and the 
Credit of it, both the Honour and the Reward. 

I have fpoken to the Subject of Induk 
try at large in the former Volume \ but I 
have not mentioned it as a Diftrels, and un- 
der the Weight of Dilcouragement, which 
is what I now propofe ; A* Tradefinan fets 
up, falls, and finks under Misfortunes, and 
is undone : If he is a Man of no Spirit, in- 
dolent, dead-hearted, and defponding, he 

N 4 is 
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is undone indeed, or, as we lay, utterly un- 
done ; he defpairs, faints, and lies in the 
Mint, skulks under privileged Places, and 
there his Creditors not complying, he finks, 
and dies : I have feen too many do thus 
merely for want of Spirit and Courage to 
work through Difafter. 

But the vigorous reftlefs Man of Dili- 
gence never lies ftill there j he ftruggles, 
he ftrives with Creditors, to get free ; if 
that will not do, he gets abroad, turns him- 
lelf round in the World, nay, I might lay, 
turns the World round with his Applica- 
tion : If one Thing fails, he meets another ; 
if not in one Place, he feeks out another ; 
he never gives out. I have known a Tradefc 
man rife and fall, and rife and fall lix or fe- 
ven Times, and never give it over till at 
laft he has conquer'd the World, and rifen 
to ftand. 

Nor fhould any Man upbraid a Trades- 
man for being unwearied in his Applica- 
tion ; nothing but unwearied Diligence and 
invincible Courage can work a Man into 
Bufinels, who is once tols'd out of it by the 
Misfortunes of Trade : Trade is like a Rol- 
ling Sea, that fometimes one Wave walhes 
a Man over Board, the next returning 
Surge waflies him on Board again ; as one 
Breath of Wind puffs a Candle out, and 
the next Puff blows it in again : A 
Tradefman is never out of Hope to rife, 

ail 
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till he is nail'd up in his Coffin, and fix 
Foot under Ground. 

He may be truly faid to walk after he is 
(civilly) dead; for he revives when the very 
Name of him is, as it were, buried and 
forgotten ; if he is in this Part of the Globe, 
or in another, 'tis all one; his Hand or 
Head is always at Work, or perhaps both ; 
he rolls about the World like a Snowball, 
always gathering more, always increafing, 
till he comes to a Magnitude fufficient to 
exift of himfelf, and then he boldly fliews 
himfelf in the fame Orbit, in which he firft 
IhinM ; for that is what he ever aims at. 

But then 'tis oblervable of the poor bu- 
ftling Creature, that whenever he thus rifes 
from his Difafters, 'tis with the additional 
Circumftances of great Induftry and Hone£ 
ty, or with no Chara&er or Reputation ; for 
the Reftoration of his Fortune and Figure 
by Fraud and Knavery, is not, in my caft- 
ing up the Account, any Recovery at all, 
any more than if a Man lhould go to Sea, 
and get a new Eftate by Rapine and Pyra- 
cy : This I would call no rifing in the World, 
no reftoring of Circumftances ; but he that 
returns from the Captivity of his Fortunes, 
with an Addition of Integrity to that of 
Wealth, he returns with an Advantage 
that wipes out the Infamy of his former Mis- 
carriage, and he Ihines the brighter for the 
dark Cloud that has fo long coverM him. 
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Thus I have known a Tradcfinan come 
back from an Abfence of twenty Years, a 
long Banifhment from his Shop, his Buii- 
nels, and his Family, and having met with 
happier Turns abroad, has called his Cre- 
ditors together, and though difcharged from 
legal Demands, has thought himfelf obliged 
to make equitable Satisfaction of the Debt, 
as much as if it had been ftill owing in due 
Form. 

And this Teftimony of the Integrity of 
a Tradefinan's Principle, I muft acknow- 
ledge ftands upon Record againft the com- 
mon Scandal mentioned in our third Chap- 
ter, namely, that a Tradefinan cannot be 
honeft ; that they are all Rogues j that they 
not only are fb, but muft be fo j that it is 
lb by theabfblutc Neceflity of their Calling j 
and that it cannot be other wife. But by 
this Gallantry of Principle in Trade, they 
teftify it was really at Bottom in all their 
A&ions, whatever the unhappy Exigences 
of their Circumftances brought them to the 
abfolute Neceflity of doing; for I muft 
always be allowed to fay, that abfolute 
Neceflity forces many a poor di^reffed 
Tradefman to do Things, which he is 
a Penitent for to the laft Hour of his 
Life, and which his very Soul abhorr'd in 
the very doing* 

But 
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But how glorious a Teftimony is it to the 
Fame and Chara&er of the Man, when 
through the many Difafters of a long un- 
happy Life, he returns loaden with Ho- 
nefty, and a good Confidence, and without 
any evident Force, pays the Widows and 
the Orphans, whofe Families had fuffer'd 
by him, and who had, as we may fay, for- 
gotten the antient Injury, and retain'd no 
Hopes of iuch a Free-will offering, how- 
ever due. 

Nor muft I forget (Charity commands 
it) to take notice of the many mourning 
Penitents, who have the fame Honefty, 
but are not bleft with the fame Opportunity 
of making Reparation of Wrongs, and Re- 
ftitution of Injuries done to others, whofe 
Grief it is, that they cannot do it, and who 
fincerely wifli for the Occafion : I cannot 
doubt but there are many fuch in the 
World, * and have always been fuch; and 
that righteous Heaven accepts the fincere 
Refblution of fuch, for Peformance, though 
they have not been blefs'd with the Means 
to perform it. 

Yet if I might be allow'd here to fpeak 
a Word to the diftrelfed Tradefinan in the 
worft of his Circumftances, that favoured 
of any Thing ferious, it fhould be to urge 
him to maintain the Principle entire; as 
the beft Means, at leaft, to hope that he 
jhall have the Occafion put into his Hand, 

not; 
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not by way of meritorious Honefty, but 
upon this Dependance, That as Heaven 
alone can fupport the Principle, lb it may 
be hoped he will one Time or other join 
the Means and the End, and make them 
able to do what they fmcerely defire to do. 

It cannot be forgot, without Injuftice to 
the Cafe before me, That I know no Cir- 
cumftance of Life gives a Man a greater 
Teftimony to his Integrity than this of a 
Tradelman ; a Man in any other Capacity 
feems to be entirely without lb much as a 
View or Prolpeft of it. 

In all other Difafters of Life, once un- 
happy, ever unfortunate; once branded 
with Reproach, ever wearing that Mark of 
Infamy : 'Tis the Tradefinan's Felicity 
only, that if he recovers his Difafters, 'tis 
in his Breaft too to recover his Chara&er, 
to reftore himfelf to the Opinioii of good 
Men, and let himfelf right in their Efteem. 

How many Gentlemen have I heard la- 
ment their Dilafter in this Circumftance in 
particular, that would facrificed their Lives 
to have recovered but the Name of an ho- 
neft Man, which perhaps for one early Slip, 
leaves a But in their Chara&er, like a Bend 
in their Coat of Arms, to be remembered as 
long as their Names are to be heard of; 

What Examples might we not give in 
Hiftory of this, particularly in two of the 
greateft Men of their Days ; the firft of the 

good 



Digitized by Google 



The Cbmpleat Tradefman. 1 89 

good Lord Cranmer y Archbifliop of Canter- 
bury * who to ihew his Execration of that 
one, and perhaps that only one ill A&ion 
of his Life, with an inimitable Conftancy 
thraft his right Arm into the Fire, aijd held 
it there to the laft Gafp of Life, crying out, 
Burn unworthy Right Handj being the In* 
ftrument by which he denied his God, and 
recanted his Religion, 
The other was the truly great Man, the Lord 
Bacon j who being overcome by the Temp- 
tation of Avarice, fell once into the Crime of 
Corruption in Juftice, funk under the Infa- 
my and Mifery of it, and could never, by the 
greateft Teftimonies of Penitence, and of a 
real Grief for the Fad, recover his Charac- 
ter ; and the Weight of that particular Thing 
broke his Heart. 

I might give Inftances nearer Home, and 
in Cafes fome greater, fbme lefi, tho' none 
more worthy our Mention. But to bring 
it ail to our Purpofe : The Tradefinan, how- 
ever miierable in his Fall, however fcanda- 
lous in the Circumftance of it, however 
great the Infamy, and with whatever Ag- 
gravations his Ruin has been, yet if once 
he appears with a generous Honefty to dis- 
charge his old Obligations, and pay off the 
Debts contracted in his Diftr^fs, he becomes 
the Darling, even of Fame it felfj he gains 
an Applaule, infinitely fuperior to all the 
Reproach he fuffer'd j he has ample Amends 

made 
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made him by the World, in a Manner, fb 
yery much to his Advantage, that I know 
no Calc that comes up to it. 
Nay, that which feems to requite the Man, 
and make his very Memory Satisfa&ion for all 
the unworthy Blafts it had before caft upon 
his Reputation, and that not only in kind, 
but with Intereft, is this, viz. that it is 
ever paying the Debt, for it has never done 
with it; the Man's Name is never men- 
tioned, but the Remembrance of this Pattern 
of his Honefty is annex'd, as if it were an Ap- 
pendix to his Hiftory ; 'tis a Debt due to 
his Memory paid with Intereft. 

I cannot but fay this is a particular En- 
couragement to a Tradefinan to be honeft, 
becaufe whenever he pleafes to be fo, all his 
trading Mifcarriages are forgotten, all his 
falfe Steps are buried in that one A&ion of In- 
tegrity, and he is callM an honeft Man, nay, 
thehonefteft of honeft Men, ever after; with- 
out fo much as one Reflection of Difhonour 
upon the worft of his paft Life : He is walh'd 
clean from every Spot ; he is clearer than an 
Innocent, that never offended ; for he is Ipo- 
kei\of with fuch an Addition of Honour to 
his Chara&er, that a Ample Life of Honefty, 
though in the higheft Degree, feldom attains 
to. 

To fall, is common to all Mankind ; to 
fall and rife, is a Particular that few Men 
arrive to, and no Man fo eafy or fo often 
3 as 
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as the Tradefinan j but to fall into the very- 
Dirt, of Scandal and Reproach, and rife with 
Reputation ; to fall with Infamy, and rife 
with Applaufe ; to fall detefted, and rife 
careffed and embraced by all Mankind \ this 
I think is a kind of Peculiar to the Traded 
man; nay, to the unhappy unfortunate 
Tradefman, who by this one Turn of his 
Affairs, is lifted out of the Mire into a Sta- 
tion of Life, infinitely fuperior to the beft 
Condition he was ever in before. 

And this abundantly iupports the Title 
of this Chapter, namely, that a Tradefman 
is never too low to rife : But let the Reader 
of this Part take this with him as he goes, 
that it muft be attended ftill with a previous 
Honefty, or elfe the other Part follows alio, 
of which I have fpoken already, That he is 
never too high to fall. 




CHAP. VIII. 

That a Tradefman^, though fianding himfelf 
fecure y jbould have a Charitable Concern 
for thofe who mifcarry^ at leajl> jbould not 
infult and rejoice at their Calamity. 

F it would not offend the flourifhing 
Tradefman too much, I might here 
put in a Caution for his Ufe ; and 

I 
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I think 'tis the more feafonable here, becaufe 
I too often find that Tradcfmen are apt to 
be the forwardeft in the Offence, I mean, 
that of triumphing in the Misfortunes, and 
over the Perfons of their Neighbours in DiC- 
trefs. 

Nor is it fufficient to triumph, as I fay, 
in their Misfortunes, but they generally arc 
the forwardeft to reproach their Names, en- 
ter into the Particulars of their Conduct, and 
heap Scandal upon them as well as Shame. 

It is true, that 'tis hard for a Tradefman 
to fall, but that fbme Charge may lie againft 
his Morals, fbme Reproach may be raisM 
upon his Management ; and no Man is fb 
capable of feeing into this Part, as his Neigh- 
bour Tradefman. I have touched at fbme 
of thofe in the former Volume, fuch as 
breaking his Word in Appointments of Pay* 
ment, which depending upon other Appoint- 
ments, may be unavoidable, and many other 
Cafes, wherein it muft be faid for the poor 
Tradefman, that the beft Man that ever 
broke or faiVd in Trade, has been obliged 
to do thofe Things in his Diftrefs, which at 
other Times his very Soul abhorred, and 
which he looks back upon with the utmoft 
Regret and Self- Reproach. 

An d as I faid, the beft Tradefman that 
ever failed, may do thus; fb I muft add, the 
better theTradefinan is, the more this Reflec- 
tion affli&s him, when he looks back upon 
3 thofe 
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thofe Things : And as we arc directed in the 
Lord's Prayer to fay, ^Deliver us from 
Evil, fo a poor declining, and yet conlcien- 
tious Tradefman ought to fay, ^Deliver us 
from the horrid Neceffity of doing Evil. 
Indeed, it may be called a Neceffity of do- 
ing Evil ; for fuch it is to the Tradefman, 
and it is an abfolute Neceffity, unavoidable 
to him ; he muft do thefe Things, or fink 
into Deftru&ion immediately. 

It is true, ftri&ly fpeaking, he ought to 
fink, he ought to perifli, rather than do it : 
When he has his Neighbour's Bread in his 
keeping, he ought to ftarvc, and fee Wife and 
Children ftarve and perifli, rather than touch 
it ; but where is the Man ? or, who is the Man 
that can refill the abfolute Neceffity ? and 
therefore the wife Prayer of Agar is very 
fignificant, Give me not Toverty^ left I 
ftealj *Prov. xxx. 9. The Meaning is plain, 
Keep me from Poverty ; for I fear if I am 
diftrefs'd, I ftiould not be honeft. 

Again, the very Text itfelf fpeaks, tho* 
not in favour of the Crime, yet in great 
Compaffion and Pity for the Criminal Men : 
2)<? not dejpife a Thief that fteals to Jhlisfy 
his Hunger j, Pro v. vi. 30. Not that the 
Text encourages Theft on any Account; 
but 'tis evidently implied, that the Necef- 
fity is too great to be fupported ; that Hun- 
ger will make Men turn Thieves. And let 
human Nature fpeak for itfelf: Will the 

O honefteft 
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honefteft Man alive perifli for Hunger, and 
not touch his Neighbours Loaf, when it is 
in his keeping ? I tell you, he will not eat 
his Neighbour's Loaf only , but eat his 
Neighbour himfelf, ay, and crave a Blef- 
fing to the Food too, as has been known to 
be the Cafe in many DiftrcJTes that have hap- 
pen'd in the World. 

Distress is an Article which human Na- 
ture is not equal to. 

Ten Men are in a Boat at Sea; they 
have no Food to eat, no Water to 
drink : Hunger is raging : One of them, 
a good Man, abhors an evil A&ion j 
and goes on till he is in the utmoil A- 
gony ; he dares not kill himfelf, that 
is Self-Murder, and leaves no Room 
for Repentance. 

The Extremity increafes, he grows ra- 
venous, and his Eye is evil againft his 
Neighbour's Life ; they fall upon one, 
and kill and devour him, and yet pe- 
rilh ; he lies down, and mourns with the 
Horror, and wilhes for Death ; but the 
Rage of Hunger increafing, they draw 
Lots for Life, and do the lame Thing 
again. 

The poor Tradefman's Cafe is the fame 
in Degree : He has not his Neighbour in- 
deed with him in the Boat, but he has his 

Neigh- 
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Neighbour's Bread with him, that is to lay, 
his Neighbour's Stock, his Goods, or his 
Money, are embarked with him, and he de- 
vours them ; that is to fay, he makes ufe of 
them in his Diftrefs to relieve himfelf, per- 
haps to keep himfelf from an Arreft and a 
Jail, or to bring himfelf out of a Prifon, 
when he is put in, which is ftill worfe. 

These are the heavy Diftreffes of the 
Tradefman, overwhelm'd with the Difficul- 
ties of his Bufinefs ; and this is really to fa- 
tisfy his Soul, as the Scripture expreffes it, 
when he is hungry; and this, with the fame 
Text, calls for our Pity, not our Reproach. 

It is upon that Account I mention it ; 
not that I juftify the Tradefinan a&ing thus, 
and think, as I have already faid, fuch a 
Tradefman fliould chufe to fhut up, and 
call his People together, before it comes to 
that Length. But I am not talking to him 
now, but to his rich flourilhing Neighbour: 
When I dire&ed my Speech to the Tradef- 
man himfelf, I gave him fuch Advice as I 
think was fuitable to his Cafe. 

But now I fpeak to the rich Tradefman, 
that looks on with Smiles upon the Cala- 
mity of his Neighbour; that triumphs over 
his Difafter, and loads him with Reproaches, 
adding Sorrow to the Affli&ed, and Grief 
to the Miferable : To fuch I muft fay, in 
the Words of the Text, though meant of 
another Kind of Standing, Let him that 

O % thinketh 
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thinketh he ftandethj take heed left he fait* 
1 Cor. x. ii. and 'tis obfervable, the Cau- 
tion in the Text is not to him that Jiandeth, 
but him that thinketh he ftandeth\ intima- 
ting, that Men may think themfelves fafe, 
when they are not lb, and may but think 
they ftand. 

If it be lb in Religion, much more is it 
lb in Trade : Here Men may really think 
they ftand, and that they are paft Danger, 
and many Times are in iuch Circumltances 
as would almoft juftify any Body's thinking 
lb; and were their Thoughts bounded, and 
their Ambition duly limited, they might be 
laid to be out of Danger ; but as I have 
laid, that a Tradefman is never out of Dan- 
ger till he is out of Trade, lb he is never 
out of Danger till his Defires of having more 
arc limited ; he is never too high to fall, till 
he is once lb high as to aim no higher. 

Ambition is Avarice in a Tradelman; 
in a Courtier it is to be in great Polls ; in 
a Soldier to be in s^reat Command ; but in 
a Tradelman it is to have a great Eftate : It 
is indeed Covetoufncfs in them all, and 
Pride in them all ; lb we count them capital 
Vices among all ; but the End is the lame, 
tho' the different Views differ with the Men. 
In ftiort, the Courtier's Avarice is to be great 
in State and in Figure; and the Tradefman's 
Ambition is to be rich in his Bufinels ; and as 
'tis in one, fo 'tis in both ; while the Ambition, 

3 ' the 
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the Avarice remains, the Tradefman is 

never out of Danger any more than the 
Statefman. 

The Inference is the fame as before : If 
cot out of Danger of filling yourfelf, take 
heed then, how you carry it to thole that do 
fall : To the affli&ed Tradefman Pity fhould 
be fhewn, as the Scripture fays, To him that 
is affli£led c Pity jhould be {bewn by his Friend. 

But the Method now is to trample upon, 
and triumph over the Afflictions of the 
poor overwhelmed Tradefman ; and that by 
his Neighbour Tradefman, who perhaps is 
not many Year after him, nor long behind 
him in the fame Calamity. 

Nor does this trampling on his Difafter 
confift only in the Triumph of the Tongue, 
adding Infults and Reproaches to his Cala- 
mity ; but it is a formal Charge op Accufa- 
tion againft his Morals ; loading him with 
Scandal, and indeed is an Indiftment againft 
him in Form; which the Tradefman oughp 
not to do, unlels he can prove the Fads, 
and unlefs he will appear before the Com- 
miflioners of Bankrupt, or in fbme Court 
of Juftice, and legally profecute the fame. 

This makes me fpeak it with the more 
Earncftnefs, that the rich Tradefman, or 
fuppofedly Handing Tradefman, Ihould take 
heea left he fall; that is, in the Senie of the 
prefent Cafe, fliould aft as if he was not furc, 
i$ no Tradefman is, that he fhall not fall j 

O 3 he 
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he fliould ad with Prudence, with Modefty, 
and with Charity. 

And this the more, becaufe as that he 
is not flue he /ball not fall, fo is not fare 
the Tradefman, poor and difcouragM, funk 
and demolifh'd as he is, fhall not yet rife 
again. That Text in Micab, however 
meant in and applied to another Cafe, may 
be juftly applied to this of the Tradefman, 
Micah vii. 8. Rejoice not againji me, 0 
mine Enemy y when I falls I fhall arife, 
&c. 

No Men rife oftner out of the deepeft 
Diftrefles than the ruin'd Tradefmen of this 
particular Nation : 'Tis obfervable that it is 
not fo eafy to recover the ruin'd Fortunes 
of a Tradefmen in other Nations, as it is. 
of this : The Reafbns for that are, not that 
the Tradefmen in this Nation are lefs dili- 
gent and indefatigable than in other Coun- 
tries ; I wilh I could fay it was fo ; nay, I 
wifh I could fay it was not juft the contra- 
ry; but I believe it to be owing to the 
great Flux of Bufinefs which is carried on 
here j which is certainly greater in Eng- 
land than in any other Nation in Europe j 
or in the whole World ; and we fhall fee 
more into that Part when the Magnitude of 
the Englijb or Britijb Commerce comes to 
befboken of. 

The Englijb Tradefman is a kind of 
'phoenix , who often rifes out of his own 

Allies, 
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Allies, and makes the Ruin of his Fortunes 
be a firm Foundation to build his Recove- 
ry : Indeed there is fomething in the firil 
Ruin of a Tradefman, that furnilhes him 
effectually to ftand the firmer for the Time 
to come. 

No Man is fo well caution'd againft Di- 
fafters, lb well warn'd againft Mifchief of 
all Kinds, lb well fortified againft falfe 
Meafures, as a ruinM Tradefman ; he knows 
what has once blown him up ; If it was 
high Living before, he goes on the more 
frugally now; If it was hard Drinking before, 
he lives temperately now : If i t was keeping 
Company before, he keeps his Shop now : 
And by thefe new Meafures he conquers 
firft himfelf, and then all his Misfortunes j 
he becomes not only a new Man, but a 
new Tradefman ; makes a new Figure in 
the World, and all his former Miftakes are 
forgotten : He is as if he had never been 
otherwife : The World is reconcil'd to him 
in a Moment : If his former Circumftances 
are recover'd, his Reputation is doubled; 
and I know no Man that finks with greater 
Hope, and rifes again with greater Advan- 
tage than the Britijb Tradefman. 

This, if there was nothing clfe in it, 
ftiould make their Neighbour Tradefman 
cautious how they ill ufe them in their Mi£ 
fortunes and Affli&ions, and how they tri- 
umph and trample over them, as if they 

O 4 were 



Digitized by Google 



200 The Compleat Tradjefman. 

were like Trees twice dead, and pluck'd up 
by the Roots. 

How ill does it look upon a Neighbour 
Tradefman to rejoice over the Mifcarriage 
of a poorTradefinan his Neighbour, or perhaps 
his Debtor ? I fay, how ill does it look upon 
him when the poor Tradefman, working 
through his Difficulties, comes to fet up 
again juft at his Door, and he fees the Cuf- 
tomers flock to his Shop, and that he rifes 
in Credit, in Bulinefs, and in Stock ? 

But to come back to the poor, broken, 
diflocated, comforflefs Tradefman, that has 
fallen under his Misfortunes, as I faid to 
him before ; Nil Defperandum, let him 
never defpair, never give out, never abate 
his Diligence : If one Thing will not do, 
try another ; be always attempting, always 
hoping; and ^tis on this Account I men- 
tion it ; when I fay he fliould defpair of 
nothing, it is to introduce this Part, viz. 
always hoping. 

Hope is the ftrongeft Spur to Diligence ; 
he that works without Hope will never 
hold it long : It is true, 'tis tfye Fault of 
fome Men, that they are always hoping, 
even when it is groundlefs, and confequent- 
hr fruitlefs ; they hope with a caufelefs 
Expe&ation ; hope without Views ; are fiilj. 
of Expectations from Emptinefs and Air j 
and this is the Realbn, that if they are fiil| 
of any Thing, it is of Difappointment. 

How 
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How fliould thefc Men fail of Difap- 
pointments, who anticipate their own Sor- 
rows, by fixing their Hopes upon incapable 
Obje&s. This is, as when a Ship is finking to 
take hold of an Anchor, or of one of the 
great Guns to get to Shore upon, inftead of 
a fpare Top-Maft, or a Ipare Yard j the 
latter may float the Man to the Land, the 
former will fink him direftly to the Bot- 
tom. 

As long as the Tradefinan has any Hope, 
fo long he will be fure to ftruggle with his 
Misfortunes ; and as long as he can ftruggle, 
he may hope : A Tradefman is the beft fit- 
ted to ftruggle with Difafters of any Part 
of Mankind: The Soldier, indeed, takes up 
a Musket } or gets a Commiflion, and ha- 
ving a hundred thoufand to one Odds againft 
htm, is knocked on the Head, or rifes to 
fomething: The Scholar/ got into Misfor- 
tune, is good for juft nothing, but to fcrib- 
ble for Bread; write Poems, and as Mr. 
<Dryden fays, 

To daub the Vile^ and compliment the Great. 

But the Tradefinan can live in any 
Part of the World ; give him but Liberty, 
and fomething to begin with, he will not 
fail to engage in fomething or other fhat 
jmay turn to Account, How many Tradef- 
pen, after being ruin'd in England^ have 

gone 
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gone to the EaJI Indies at the mean Salary 
of xo /. a Year, and have come home with 
as many Thoufands in their Pockets ? How 
many have gone to other of our Colonies 
empty, in the Nature of Servants, and are 
now refident there, in the Quality of confide- 
rable Planters, or come home again with Et 
rates. 

No People in the World recover the 
moftdefperateand hopelefs Circumftances, or 
work through the nioft inextricable Difficult 
ties like them. \ 

If the Tradefman is never to delpair of 
his own Circumftances, then we fhould ne- 
ver give him up for loft, and ufe him as if 
he was dead, and never to rife : As he is 
the moft likely to rife again when he fails, 
lb we have the leaft Reafbn to think him 
loft when we fee him down: The Advice, 
then, is to him that thinketh he ftandeth, to 
ufe tenderly thole that falh 

But to come to the Fad: The poor Dif- 
trefs'd Tradefman has been, as others be- 
fore him have been, obliged to do many 
Things, which otherwife he would not 
have done ; he has been obliged to run in 
Debt when he would not ; to take Money 
when he could not refund it j to touch 
Trufts committed to him ; to promife Pay- 
ment, and break Promifes : And what is the 
Meaning of all this ? His Diftrefs has driven 

him 
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him to it : The rich Man upbraids him with 
it, and fays, he never did thus and thus. 

You never did lb : Was you ever tried ? 
Was you ever diftreffed to make Payment, 
and did not promife without a Profped ? 
Was you ever in Prifon, and would not 
make ufe of another Man's Money entruft- 
ed with you, to fetch you out ? 

He is the honeft Man that has ftood the 
Teft of the ordinary and extraordinary 
Queftion in that Cafe ; who can fay he has 
fiarved rather than touch his Neighbour's 
Loaf : 'Tis he that can pay, and will not, 
that is the Knave ; but for him that would 
pay, and cannot, he may be as honeft as he 
that does pay becaufe he can. 

When the poor Broken Tradefinan firft 
fails, he bears all thefe Reproaches, that's 
true; but when he rifes again, and pays 
every Man pun&ually again, not needing 
to do it, having been legally difcharged, 
then he fhines brighter than before, and ob- 
tains a brighter Chara&er than he that never 
fail'd at all. 

As then the Fortunes of the rich Tradef- 
man are never known till he is dead, lb the 
Fate of the Bankrupt is not concluded while 
he is alive; his Principles are not fully 
fhewn, and therefore his Actions fhould not 
be cenliir'd till his Bottom is wound off, till 
he has done with the World, and the World 
with bun. 

Let 
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Let us look at both the Tradefinen, the 
low and the high : Their Chara&ers are 
known by the Conclufion, and not before; 
as I have laid above. Death only deter- 
mines their Chara&ers ; the poor diligent 
Tradefman, recovering from his Misfortunes, 
and fhewing his Honefty in the fairpft 
Manner, yet may fail again ; he may meet 
with Dilafters again, ay, and again ; and 
we often fee Men fail three Times over, 
and more ; and yet go to their Graves, as 
we may, in their own Coaches, pick up 
their Fortunes at laft, and die rich. 

On the other hand, we have ifcen flou-r 
rifliing Tradefmen carry it on with a full 
Credit, and a great Stroke of Bufinefs to 
the laft, and when they have died, not leave 
enough to bury them, nay, not enough to 
pay five Shillings in the Pound: So various, 
ib uncertain is the Scene of g. Tradefinan's 

t 4 

Life : And hence it came to be a proverbial 
Saying, That no Man knows what a Trade/ 
man is till he is dead. 

What then can the Tradefman fay for 
infulting the Reputation of an unfortunate 
Brother? Let his own Bottom be woun4 
up firft, and then he may fpeak with the 
more Affurance ; for a Tradefman neither 
knows himfelf, or is known, till his Bottom 
is wound off; and it greatly reproaches his 
own Chara&er to have him triumph over 
the Difafters of another. 
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The antient Standard Tradefman has 
alfb lomething to regard relating to his own 
Reputation at the Clofe of his trading Days. 

I have diftinguilh'd in the Chara&er of a 
Tradefman, between Credit and Reputation, 
and the Diftinction is very juft. 

The Credit of a Tradesman confifis in 
his pun&ual Payment of his Bills, and De- 
mands of every Kind ; and this Credit may 
be untainted and fpotlefi as to Trade, when 
he may have no Reputation, as a Man of 
Worth, a Man of Value, or as to his Morals, 
or his perfonal and relative Conduft in his 
Neighbourhood. 

A Tradefman may have a thorough Credit 
for Payment ; that Men would truft him for 
any Sum j that when Bills were accepted, 
they are paid to a Day, to a Tittle and 
yet take him in his other Part, even of his 
Dealings, he has no Reputation ; that he 
will bite every Man he can, opprefs the 
Poor in his Bargains; take all Advantages 
in Trade ; that he will do nothing but what 
he may be forcM to, nothing but what he 
can't help : The ufual Saying of fuch a 
Man is, That he is an honeft Man with 
good looking to ; that he will be always 
oonelft when 'tis for his own Interejl : And 
indeed 'tis well among fome People, if 
fb much as that could be gained of them. 

But 
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But he is the Tradefman of Credit and 
Reputation, who is known to be a fair and 
generous Tradefman, that will own a ver- 
bal Bargain, and not prevaricate and deny 
Fads, becaufe they are not to be fliewn 
under Hand and Seal ; that when he is char- 
ged upon his Word, will acknowledge the 
Promife, will perform the Condition, and 
will not take the Advantage to defraud his 
Dealers on frivolous Pretences, and find 
Holes to creep out to evade Contracts not 
to his Mind, and break his Word to fave 
his Intereft. 

There's many a Tradefman, whofe 
Credit will pals in Trade, or upon Ex- 
change, for ten thoufand Pound, who yet 
has the Name of a Rogue and a Knave in 
his ordinary Dealing, and will die, at leaft 
die out of Trade, blafted and branded with 
Infamy, as an unfair Dealer, as a Man of 
no Probity, no Chara&er, and that would 
feldom do a fair Thing. 

Credit is fupported by a good Fund of 
Money ; and he lhall always be trufted in 
Trade that pays punctually. 

But Reputation is fupported by Honef- 
ty, by fair, and punctual, and honourable 
Dealings \ by a generous clean Behaviour 
in Trade, and by ading upon all Occafions 
as an honeft Man, though without Com- 
pulfion, and without Neceflity. 

3 To 
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To bring this home to the prefent Cafe ; 
the rich over-grown Tradefman may have 
the firft of thefe ; his Credit may be good 
and untouch'd, no Man doubts his Ability j 
but his Reputation may be good for no- 
thing ; he may be an immoral Man, an un- 
juft, a cozening, cheating Knave at the 
Bottom, and that in Trade too, and yet his 
Credit for Payment be perfe&ly good. 

He may be branded with over-reaching, 
circumventing, trapaning his Neighbours, 
taking all Advantages, juft or unjuft, not 
valuing his Word, or being to be bound by 
any Thing but Hand and Seal ; in a Word, 
he may be a compleat Knave, and yet, as 
to his pun&ual Payment, be as compleat a 
Tradefman as can be defir'd. 

And what is the Reputation of fiich a Man 
good for ? Let him be as rich as a Tyffon y 
or a Cutler^ if he has not the Character of 
an honeft Tradefman, as well as a fubftan- 
tial Tradefman, what is it good for ? and 
of what Value is fuch a Man in the Place 
where he dwells? He dies with the Re- 
proaches of the Rich, and with the Curies 
of the Poor. 

Nor indeed is it rightly to be called Ho- 
nefty, that a Tradefman pays his Bills cur- 
rently, that he pays Ready Money for 
what he buys, or, to put it into Tradef. 
mens Words, that he buys all for Ready 
Money : All this he may do without one 

Grain 
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Grain of Principle ; when his Bills are ac- 
cepted, he muft pay them to feve his Cre- 
dit, or to avoid Force ; in a Word, he is in 
all that, only honeft, as we fayj becaufe he 
can't help it. 

He buys for Ready Money, that is, be- 
caufe he would buy cheaper than ordinary; 
and he pays Ready Money becaufe he buys 
fb, and muft do it, or clfe no Man will fell 
Goods to him at a Ready-Money Price ano- 
ther Time, 

In a word, he buys his Credit by thefe 
Things, and he is honeft becaufe he cannot 
help it ; as many Men are not Thieves only 
for fear of the Gallows ; and as another Pro- 
verb lays, though profanely, That God 
would have few Servants if the Devil 
were dead > but there is not one Dram of 
Principle in all this : It is far from defer- 
ving fo much as the Name of Honefty ; and 
the Tradefman may do this, and yet be as 

great a K as any walks the Exchange, 

or that opens a Shop in the whole Kingdom. 

Honesty is quite another Thing: A tru- 
ly honeft Tradefman would be fo if no 
Body was Witnels to it ; would keep his 
Word to a Tittle, though no Body heard 
him promife : He fcoi ns to undermine or 
circumvent his Neighbour, but adts the 
friendly Part to the Rich, and the generous 
Part to the Poor ; opprefles no Man, grinds 
no Man, takes no unjuft Advantages againft 

any 
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any Man, but witnefTes againft himfelf, as 
well as for himfelf, upon all Occafions. 

This Diftin&ion between Credit and Re^ 
putation, as it is very needful in Trade, fo 'tis 
very juft to the Tradefmen ; for many Men 
go to their Graves with the juft Chara&er 
of Knave, dilhoncft, unjuft, who yet die 
in full Credit, as Tradelmen, and leave im- 
menle Wealth behind them. I could name 
fome Tradefmen in London, who have died 
worth a hundred thouland Pounds in Eftate, 
who could not with all the Money have 
purchafed their Reputation of honeft Men, 
no, nor with ten Times the Money. 

Reputation is not to be purchas'd by 
Money ; 'tis raisM by Probity, and Prudence 
of Conduft, and by that only ; a long Series 
of generous and juft Dealings, open Evidences 
of an Integrity of Mind, thefe bear Wit- 
nels to themielves, and give a Character. 

Credit, indeed, is gain'd by Money: 
When we want to credit a Man in Trade, we 
ask, is he able ? is he rich? if you are once 
fatisfied of the Ability, you are fatisfied to 
truft the Man, and fell your Goods ; for 
%s the Tradefman felling, Let him but 
fajy; if he is able, Pll make him willing. 

How much better is Reputation than this 
Credit ? I mean to the Man, as a Man, and 
asaChriftian: It muft be acknowledged, 
as the Times go now, it will not go fo far 
in Trade as the Credit : Let the Man be 

P the 
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the greateft Sharper and Cheat in the City, 
if he is but able, we'll take his Bills, trujl 
him with our Goods, and hazard with him 
upon all Adventures, becaufe we depend 
upon the Law, as above, to make him wil- 
ling. 

BUT what imports his Honefty to us 
in Trade ; if the Man be not abkj his 
Honejly may make us value him, but ^tis 
his Ability that makes us trujl him, and 
trade with him. And this, I doubt not, 
makes fo many Tradefmen (too many in- 
deed) value their Credit lb much above 
their Confidence; of which I had rather fay 
nothing than fpeak all the Truth. 




CHAR IX. 

That the rich Trade fman leaving offj Jbould 
endeavour to quit the World ?f Trade in 
'Peace ; and go off in a Calm, with the 
good JVord of the Rich, and the Blef- 
Jings of the 'Poor, and whatever he was 
before , be well fpoken of at lajl. 

Brin?; all this back to the anti&it 
fjl^P fubftantial Tradefman, that talks 
of leaving off, and being grown 
rich, begins to flack his Hand in 

Bufinefs ; 
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Bufinels } is, as it were, fatisfied with what 
he has, and tired with the^ Hurry of the 
World : It cannot but be to the Advantage 
of this Tradefman to come off clean, to 
wind up the Bottom well, without any 
tangled Skeins behind ; to leave no Broils 
upon the Hands of his Succeflbrs in Trade, 
and no Slurs upon his Reputation that 
gave it over. 

It is true, that a Tradefman leaving off, 
is not under the lame abfolute Neceflity of 
guarding himfelf, to raife a Credit, and fup- 
port his Ghara&er for the Support of his 
Bufineis ; but 'tis ftill of fome Weight to 
a Tradefman, to maintain the Reputation 
which he had, and to go off well, that he 
may not go out of Bufinefs, as fome go out 
of the World, like the SnufF of a Candle, 
with a Smoke and a Stink. 

If he has been a cunning, lharping, bi- 
ting, over- reaching Wretch } if he has put 
Torkfoire upon the World all his Days, and 
fet up Craft for Honefty, 'tis Time to leave 
it off at laft, and, if he can, to recover 
himfelf, and get a better Name to go off 
the Stage with ; as the worft Malefa&ors, 
repent when they come to the Gallows, and 
gain our Pity at laft by their Penitence, if 
they could not by their Crime ; lb the moft 
unfair defigning rich Tradefman may (at 
the Clofe) do fome handfome Things to re- 
ftore his good Name, and reconcile the 

P 2 common 
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common Opinion to him at his going off ; 
and 'tis better late than never, like the Peo- 
ple in ibme Countries, who cheat and lye, 
opprefs, deceive, and run through a long 
Life of fcandalous Injuftice in their Bufi- 
nefs, and then, with the Money they have 
fcrew'd out of the Poor, build an Hofpital, 
and fettle Revenues and Malfes to hire 
Prayers to be faid for them. 

But I would fuppofe our Tradefman 
not fo bad as that ; I 2m not a rating him 
with the worft neither, but fuppofe him to 
be a Man that, it may be, has been a little 
fharp and hard, and the World has found 
fault with him ; he has not fb good a Name 
as lbme of his Neighbours in his Bufinefs, 
and now he is drawing out : I would re- 
commend it to fuch a Tradefman, I fay, to 
come off clean, pay every Man handfomely, 
wrangle with no Body, bring no contefted 
Accounts, no Quarrels; no Suits at Law 
along wirh him ; but, as he pretends, to fit 
down eafy., fo I would advife him to fit 
down fo, as to make every Body eafy with 
him. 

A Man may be eafy himfelf, in oppret 
fing and wronging every Body elfe, and 
going off with the Spoils of the Poor ; but 
if he would have the World be eafy too, he 
muft do every Thing clean and fair by 
them at laft, as well as by himfelf: A Man 
that leaves his Bufinefs with the Reproach 
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of a thoufand little Quarrels about his Ears, 
rather hides himfelf from the World, than 
fits down to enjoy it : All the Tradesman's 
Accounts fhould be fairly and quietly clos'd, 
all Difputes calmly ended, and all Mouths 
friendly ftopp'd. 

It is an uncomfortable Thing to be pur- 
fued from the Shop to the Retreat, where- 
ever it is, or may be, with the Clamours 
of oppreffed Families, the Noifc of the 
Poor, or the Infults of the Rich : I am to 
fuppofe, if a Tradefman is leaving off, it 
is with the ufual Saying of the rich Men 
that withdraw from the World, That he 
may enjoy himfelf ; that he may live in 
Quiet and "Peace at the Utter End of 
his Days, without Noi/e, and without 
Hurry. And how can that be done, when 
the remaining Difputes of twenty Years 
ftanding continue unfettled, and all the lit- 
tle Brangles of forty Years Trade hang upon 
and haunt him to the laft ? 

If he would die in Peace, he muft live 
in Peace, make Peace with every Body be- 
fore he dies : The Tradefinan leaving his 
Shop, is like another Man's leaving the 
World ; he fhould rcfolve to die in Charity 
with all Men : It is a trading Death j he 
dies out of Trade as much as another dies 
out of the World ; he fhould therefore en- 
deavour to go off in a Calm. 

P 3 But 
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But a little farther, to explain myfelf : I do 
not mean by this that he Ihould clofe all Ac- 
counts only, and pay every Man his Due and 
juft Demands ; for that he muft do, or elfe 
they will fay he goes off^ not goes out of 
Trade \ that he is broke, not that he leaves 
off j that he is a rich Bankrupt, and a thou- 
fand other namelefs Things, which no Man 
would care to have faid of him. 

A Tradefman is not properly faid to 
have quite left off, or be out of Bufinefs, 
juft by his Ihutting up his Shop, or put- 
ting another into it ; unlefs he has evened 
all Differences, and adjufted all his Difputes 
with the World : 'Tis not enough that he 
has paid all his Debts, (as he calls it,) if 
there are open Accounts and Demands, ei- 
ther upon him, or by him upon others ; the 
Man is ftill involved, and, which is worfe, 
embroiPd witji the World: Thofe tan- 
gled Skeins are as apt to raife Slurs, and 
bring Scandal upon him at parting, as any 
Thing whatever ; and the avoiding thefe 
Things as much as may be, is at leaft a Part 
of what I call going quietly out of Trade, 
and parting friendly with the World. 

Especially I lay the Strefs of this upon 
fuch Cafes, and fuch Difputes, wherein he 
is Plaintiff, not Defendant \ where perhaps 
he is injurious, or at leaft is faid to be fo, 
and rigid in his Demands ; taking the utmoft 
Advantages in Accounts, upon the Defi- 
ciency 
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ciency of a Debtor's Books ; for all Tradef- 
men are not Accomptants ; all are not equal- 
ly careful j here Parcels of Goods may be 
deliver'd to him, and yet the Perfons not 
able to make due Proof ; there Receipts for 
Money may be miflaid, or not be carefully 
prefer ved, or perhaps Money has been paid, 
and the Receipt omitted, and the rich Tradef- 
man, at finifhing his Accounts, refufes to 
allow them, though perhaps he knows it 
juft, taking Advantage of the other's Neg- 
ligence : In all thefe Cafes, the Tradefman 
brings an ill Chara&er upon himfelf; and 
this he Ihould induftrioufly avoid : He ought 
to acknowledge Goods that he knows he has 
had deliver'd, Money that he knows he has 
received ; and not putting the poor Tradef- 
man upon the Proof of Things, when he 
knows he has fome Advantage of his Neg- 
ligence : He ought not to take Miftake for 
a Balance, and make a poor Tradefman 
Debtor to his Ignorance j fuch an Aft of 
open Honefty, acknowledging Money paid, 
though without a Receipt, and Goods deli- 
vered, though without an Evidence, will 
do him more Honour in Trade, befides the 
Juftice of it, than ever Money, twice de r 
manded, will do him good. 

Also by leaving off quietl y, and going out 
of Trade in a Calm, I mean, that he fhould 
do generous and kind Things by the World at 
parting; not exa&ingthe utmoft Penny with 

P 4 Severity, 
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Severity, where it cannot be had without 
Diftrefs ; not doing hard Things by any 
Man, which at another Time he would not 
do upon the Score of farther Trade; and 
tear Mankind to Pieces, becaufe, or with 
this Expreffion, What do I value difob- 
liging him, I jhall trade no more with him,, 
I jhall get no more by him, and therefore 
I will have my Money. 

Tradesmen often, nay, generally for- 
bear a Cuftomer, though he be far in Debt, 
Becaufe, fays the Creditor, he is a good 
Cuftomer, though a little long-winded; and 
I deal con fider ably with him, and am every 
"Day getting Money by him ; and if I am 
hard upon him, I {ball difoblige him, and 
lofe my Cuftomer ; and fo he lets him owe 
a confiderabie Sum. 

But when he leaves off, then the Scene 
changes : I have done Trade ; / expeff to 
get no more by him ; I have nothing to do 
but to get in my 'Debts > what care I for 
his Good- will or his Ill-will > I muft have 
my Money, and will have it : And fo he 
falls upon the poorer Tradefm4n with Vio- 
lence and Cruelty ; and the Man, not able 
to pay him all at once, is undone, and 
breaks. 

By this Method the rich Tiadefman may 
indeed hurry in thofe of his Debts that are 
current, and where the Debtors arc able; 
and though it is with Difficulty to many, 

* yet 
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yetthey that are any way in Condition to pay, 
will do it ; but two Things will certainly 
follow : Firft, Thofe that pay him in that 
Manner, and efpecially thofe that do it 
with Difficulty, will reproach him with In- 
civility and Ingratitude, after long, fair, 
and friendly Uiage, and after having gain'd 
many Thoulands or Hundreds of Pounds 
by them. 

And thofe who cannot bear the Hurry, 
though with Patience and ealy good Ulage 
they might have paid all, yet are overthrown, 
and fall under the Violence, fink, and are 
undone; and fo the eager, mercilefs, but 
avaricious Creditor, lofes the Debt he might 
have fav'd, and gains the Scandal of a cruel 
Creditor into the Bargain. 

This Way of leaving off Trade is like 
one of the Pagan Emperors, that when he 
went out of the World, would have had all 
the beft Men of his Court, and fome that 
had ferv'd him moft faithfully, and the beft 
and wealthieft of the Nobility, put to 
Death, that the World might mourn for 
his Death in the Perfons of their Friends, 
who had not died, if the Emperor had liv'd. 

Thus the rich Tradefman, a&ing with 
Violence and Cruelty, leaves off with the 
Ill-will and ill Word of every Body ; car- 
rying off the Spoils of the Trade, as well 
as off the poor opprefled Tradefman ; and 
will he call this leaving off, and Retiring ? 

he 
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he ftiould rather call it running away from 
the juft Clamours of the Poor, and remo- 
ving himielf only out of the Hearing of it ; 
like a Man that lets his own Houfe on Fire 
to burn his Neighbour's, but takes care to 
get out of the Way, that he may not be 
burnt himfelf. 

A s nothing is of more Value to a Trades- 
man, while in Bufinefs, than his Credit, 
fo nothing can be of more Value to him 
at his going out of Bufinefs, than his Re- 
putation : To trade fairly, and leave off 
handlbmely, finifties a Tradefman's Scene of 
Life, and finilhes it the molt to his Advan- 
tage, and in the belt Manner he can defire ; 
he goes off with Applaufe ; he can ask his 
Friends, as Auguftus did, at his Death, 
if he had a&ed his Part well; and can lay 
to them with Augujius^ 'Plaudite^ and go 
off fmiling. 

For any Tradefman to fay he does not 
value the Tongues of Men, or care what 
the World fays of him, is to talk like a De- 
iperado, not like a wife Man; fortho' (while 
a£ing jultly and prudently) it is a Part of Wif- 
dom, and of a true Greatnels of Mind not 
to value what the World lays flanderoufly 
and unjuftly of us; yet it is always the Stu- 
dy of good and wife Men, and is not unwor- 
thy that Greatnefs of Mind, to a£t fb as 
that no Evil can be fpoken juftly, and with 
Caufe. 

Every 
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Every wife Man ftudies to merit the 
the Praife of wife and good Men, and to 
merit it by wife and good A&ions : To be 
evil fpoken of may be the Lot of a good 
Man ; but to be fpoken of for Evil, is only 
the juft Due of a Criminal : 'Tis one Thing 
to be accufed, and 'tis another Thing to be 
falfely accufed ; as 'tis one Thing be char- 
ged with a Crime, and another Thing to be 
guilty ; the firft a wife Man laughs at, the 
laft he trembles at. 

But not to run tHis up to a Part too 
pungent, and to make it feem piquant and 
particular, my Meaning is clear ; as Repu- 
tation and Credit in Bufinels is a Treafure, 
and efteemed fo by all Tradefmen, as Dea- 
lers, fe to go with Reputation out of Bufi- 
nels, is a Trealure every Man ftiould efteem 
and covet, as a wife Man and as a Chriftian. 

Now no Man has more Advantage in this 
Particular than a Tradefman, if his Cha- 
racter was any thing tolerable before : By 
leaving off well, he puts himfelf in a Ca- 
pacity of forming a compleat Fame, as to 
Bufinefs ; nay, if he had but an indifferent 
good Name before, yet if he goes off clean, 
he wipes out all the Blots at once, if they 
are not too indelible, and have not, like a 
Tin&ure in Grain, ftain'd too deep to be 
difcharg'd. 

By going out of Trade clean, I mean 
doling the trading Scene without the Cla- 
mour 
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mour of the Poor ; without Quarrels from 
the Rich ; without the Charge of fraudulent 
Accounts, cavilling and litigious Wran- 
glings upon Trifles, denied or revoked A- 
greements, Bargains relinquifli'd and dif- 
owned, only becaufe diladvantageous ; with- 
out iufFering Suits for juft Debts, and op- 
prefling poor Men, even in reafbnable De- 
mands ; and many other Cafes, which ferve 
only to fully the Chara&er of a Tradefi. 
man at his going off. 

The Tradefman and the World, like a 
Mafter and an old Servant, lhould part lo- 
vingly, without Reflections and Ill-will ; 
and this cannot be done without taking care 
to leave no old Scores between them un- 
balanced. To go out of Trade with the 
Clamours of Mankind, loaded with Re- 
proach, and follow'd with Imprecations, 
and a general Ceniure on their ordinary 
A&ions, as well as extraordinary ; what is 
this but declaring War with the World, and 
biding human Nature Defiance. 

A Tradefman that has been in good Bufi- 
nefs, muft necefTarily have a large Acquain- 
tance ; his Employment requires it ; at his 
laying down, he drops his general Know- 
ledge of the World, his common and ordi- 
nary Society, and referves only a particular 
chofen few, who he lets by to call Friends ; 
forms an Intereft of Intimacy and Friend- 

lhip 
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fliip with them, and prefer ves it after the 
reft are all dropp'd and forgotten. 

But he does not commence a Breach with 
all the reft j neither does the fingling out 
a few particular Friends for his Confidence 
and Company, intimate, that he Ihould dis- 
oblige any Body ; no Man then can be af- 
fronted that he is not made a Friend, becaufe 
he was a Cuftomer, or claim that he fhould 
be a particular Friend afterward, becaufe he 
was a general Acquaintance before. 

This therefore is not the Cafe ; but my 
Meaning is, that the Tradefinan ftiould not, 
as the Month of March is laid to do Some- 
times, invert the Courfe of Things, and 
coming in like a Lamb, go out like a Lion : 
Trade is indeed a Scene of Hurry fome- 
times, and the more Bufinefs the more Noife ; 
but the Man is not bound to live in a Hurry, 
and die in a Storm : In a word , every 
wealthy Tradefinan, who is a Man of 
Senfe, will ftrive, at his laying down his 
Bufinefs, to do it with the Smiles of his 
Friends, and the good Word of his Ene- 
mies; with the Bleflings of the Poor, and 
the Favour of the Rich. 

The End of this Difcourfe is chiefly di- 
rected to this Part ; namely, That a Trades- 
man Ihould not, for a few fmall petty Debts, 
ruffle his poorer Debtors, and commence 
Suits at Law with his Cuftomers, upon this 
old Foot, this ill-natured Conclufion, viz. 

That 
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That I have got all I can by them, and I will 
lofe nothing back again, if I can help it; 
and as for their good Will, what is it to me ? 
I ftiall have no more to do with them, I 
have no more Dealings with them ; what do 
I value their good or their ill Will ? 

On the contrary, with what Advantage 
does an honeft Tradefman leave the World, 
when he lhews himfelf eafy with his Deb- 
tors, giving Time to lome, and even quit- 
ting others, where Pity calls for it ? As a 
good Chriftian dies in Charity with all the 
World, fb he goes off the Stage of Trade 
with a general Kindnefs in his Breaft to all 
Mankind ; he gives every one good Ufage, 
and receives the like; the Poor pray for him, 
the Rich are fond of him, and all Men 
Ipeak well of him. 

This is the Exit of a Compleat Tradef- 
man : Hitherto I have been directing him 
in his Way, I am now diredHng how to make 
up his Bottom. There is as much need of 
Council in a Tradefman's End, as there was 
in his Beginning, only perhaps the laft is 
the more difficult ; as 'tis always more diffi- 
cult to end wifely, than to begin wifely. 

As I know not whether of the two is the 
moft difficult in the Courfe of a Chriftian s 
Life, to live well, or to die well \ and 'tis 
certain, that one depends very much upon 
the other : So it is the fame in Tradefmen ; 
if a Man has been a fair Trader ail his Life, 

if 
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if he has a&ed juftly and honourably in the 
World, if he has been a generous open heart- 
ed Neighbour, a fair Dealer, quiet in his Di£ 
pofition, a Man of a wile prudent Manage- 
ment, he finds it as eafy to preferve the good 
Will of Mankind at laft, as he did to gain 
it at firft ; but if he has been a fliarping, cun- 
ning, over-reaching Dealer ; if he has been 
a cruel Biter and Devourer of the Poor that 
laboured under him, obliging them to make 
Brick without Straw, ftiortening their Wa- 
ges, but exa&ing, or rather increafing 
theirWork ; making them firft beg for Work, 
and then beg for their Pay ; taking Advan- 
rages of the Poverty of the Seller, to buy 
under the true Worth of the Goods ; and, in 
a Word, oppreffing, not the Tradefman on- 
ly, but the Trade itfelf } he meets with the 
the Reward of it at laftj and goes out of 
Trade with as ill a Name as he lived in it ; 
he entails even upon his Memory, as a 
Tradefman, the Curies of the Poor, the Re- 
proaches of the Rich, the ill Word of eve- 
ry Body, and has the good Word of no 
Body. 

There's no Popery in Trade: Works of 
Supererogation may be allowed here ; and tho* 
a Tradefman's Soul ftiall not be fev'd by his 
own Merit, any more than that of another 
Fellow-Chriftian, yet his Reputation may; 
indeed, it ftiall or can be prefervM by no other 
Means : As he behaves, lb he ftiall be ef- 

teem'd. 
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teem'd. It is true, the World may fbmc- 
times run againft a Man's Chara&er, in a 
ftrong Current of general Diflike, without 
a due Caufe, and common Fame does not al- 
ways do a Man Juftice : But this is very rare, 
and happens rather in other Things than in 
Trade, as in publick Affairs, in Politicks, in 
Religion and Opinion ; and it is particular 
to fuch Cafes, becaufe thofe Things general- 
ly run by Parties and Factions, by Schifins 
and Divifions in Principles, and the like. 

But in Trade it is very feldom thus ; the 
World is generally more juft in this Part 
of Life, than in any other Cafes: If a 
Tradefman is juft and fair in his Dealings, 
if he is companionate and kind to the Poor; 
if he performs his Agreements pun&ually, 1 
and pays his poor Workmen chearfully and 
generoqfly; he carries the Fame of it after' 
him, aM goes off, I mean at his laying- 
down: Trade, with the good Will and the J 
good Word of all the World. Nay, which 
is fbmething unufuai in moft other Cafes in 
the World, they are as extravagant in their 
Applaufe, as they are on the other Side 
of their Clamour, and will fet him as high 
above his Merit, as they will run another 
down below it. 

As then this is the Way of the World, 
and that People do and will aft thus by one 
another in all fuch Cafes, 'tis in the Tradefc 
man's View, and confequently in his Choice, 

upon 
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upon what Terms to ftand with Mankind at 
parting ; and tho' 'tis true, a wife Man will 
not over-rate the Popular Opinion, whether 
for him or againlt him, yet I cannot but 
think, every Man would rather go off the 
Stage with the good Will of his Neigh- 
bours, than with a general Odium. 

And I cannot but recommend it to every 
Tradefinan to do fb for this Reafon, becaule 
the Merit of the firft is ordinarily founded 
upon a juft and human Courfe of Life, do- 
ing Things commendable and Praife- worthy 
in themfelves, and which a wife Man ought 
to pradtife, whether they were rewarded with 
dueAcknowledgments from the World, or no. 

. On the other hand, the Merit of the fecond 
is generally founded upon Juftice too, that 
is to fay, the Man by a long Series of un- 
fair Dealing, or of unkind and cruel Ulage , 
and other, the ordinary Vices of a griping 
over-reaching Tradefman, juftly brings thofe 
Things upon himlelf j and he may lb far be 
properly faid to fuffer as an Evil-doer, that 
is to fay, to fuffer juftly, which no wife 
Man can defire to do. 

This is the Reafon why I lay lb much 
Weight upon that Point, and argue lb much 
for the Tradefman's laying down his Bufi- 
nefs upon good Terms with the World. I 
am as much for defpifing Slander and Re- 
proach as any Man, and as any Man ought 
to be. I think it a Brutum fulmen in its 

i own 
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6wn Nature ; 'tis a Thunder without a Bolti 
a Cannon firM without a Ball, Rage with- 
out a Weapon, a Snake without a Sting ; 
there's no true Satyr in it, and a good Man 
has nothing to fear from it. 

But then we muft add this, that we 
fliould be fure that it is really Slander, not 
Scandal : Scandal is fuppofed to be the Lafti 
of a real Fad ; Slander is the Scourge of 
Falftiood, and the EfFeft of Malice. He 
that can defpife the ill Tongues of Men, is 
a Philofopher and a good Chriftian; but it 
muft be upon a Suppofition, that he is inno- 
cent too, or elfe he a&s neither Philoibpher 
or Chriftian, but goes upon a meer Stock of 
Face> a kind of Hardnefs that I can hardly 
give a Name to. 

He that can hold up his Face to theWorld, 
in the Teeth of a general Clamour, and yet 
be at the fame Time guilty, and know in his 
Confcience that he merits their Reproach, 
and that they have Reafbn for what they 1 
fay, is arrived to a Degree fomething be- 
yond the Power of human Nature, even in 
its utmoft Degeneracy ; and muft have fome 
Alfiftance from one whofc Name I need 
not mention* 



CHAR 



Digitized by Google 



The Compleat Tradelman. 227 




CHAP. X. 

Of the Tradefman'.* being 'PuYfe-froud ; the 
Folly and the Scandal of it ; and howjuft- 
ly ridiculous it ?mders him in the World. 



S I have cautioned the Tradefman 
againft being fecure in his Profperi- 
ty, fo I cannot quit him, without 
faying a Word to him about his particular 
peribnal Conduct in his Profperity ; and that 
isanoify, forfeiting, troublefome Blufter of 
his Wealth, and of his great Wifdom and 
good Judgment in gaining it; this we call, 
and juftly too, being *P urfe-proud ; and 'tis 
the moft hateful unfociable Thing belonging 
to a Tradelman; and yet 'tis what is very 
difficult for him to avoid. 

If the Tradefman is rifen from nothing to 
be an Alderman, to be a Man in Wealth and 
Figure, it might fuffice him, that the verySta- 
tion of Life he fills up in the Place where he 
lives, declares it : His Fur-Gown and Gold 
Chain, the antient Geugaws of Corporation 
Pageantry, and the grave magi fee ral Suppor- 
ters of a Tradefman's Pride, might be fufficient 
to tell the World he is rich, without his 
ncver-ceafing Tongue being always trum- 
peting out his own Praifes, and his own 
Wealth. Qjz Or 
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Or, if I was to talk ferioufly to him, tho* 
that's out of Fafhion too in the City, a$ 
well as at Court, I would fay, he fhould 
fatisfy himfeif with being fecretly thankful 
to Heaven, for blefling his Diligence, and 
not be always boafting to Men, as if his Di- 
ligence was the Merit, and that Heaven was 
only juft to him, in giving him the due Re- 
ward of it. 

But a Word about that Part is enough,^ 
Times go ; I am now to Ipeak to the lociable 
Part of it : How odd does it found in his 
Mouth, to have his whole Time, (on all Oc- 
cafions, in all Societies, and interrupting all 
Converfation,) be taken up with it, all Di£- 
courfe fumm'd up in it, all good Company 
entertained with it , I might have faid dif- 
turb'd with it ? 

I must confefs, I think a Purfe-proud 
Tradefman one of the moft troublefomc and 
intollerable of all God's two legg'd Crea- 
tures ; and this as well before he has left off 
Trade, as afterwards. 

Before he has left off, he is fb to his 
Neighbours and Fellow-Trade/men ; after he 
has left off he is the like among Gentlemen : 
As to the Tradefman, he infults every one 
of them in their Turn, Poor as well as Rich : 
He leflens the latter, and perfe&ly tramples 
upon the former : He attacks the rich Tradef- 
man with all polTible Railery, tells you he 
has thriven a little by Accident or Neceflity ; 

that 
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that he may perhaps have gotten a little 
Money, but nothing like what the World 
talks of: That had he been left in fuch aBu- 
finefs, he would have made twenty Times as 
much of it by that Time : The other, Jays he, 
was left with a good Stock, and a good Trade, 
but has been fb far from bettering it in his 
Hands,that he has not half theTrade his induC 
trious Father had : Whereas I, fays the Rho- . 
domontading bloated Creature, began without 
any of thole Advantages ; I hammered out 
a Trade by my own Induftry, by the Force 
of an invincible Application, and by my 
Judgment in Bufineft : If he had begun 
without fuch Helps as he had to introduce 
him* he would have been a Beaear and a 
Bankrupt long ago ; and then he adds, grin- 
ning, who knows what may happen yet ? 
whereas I hewed my Way through Rocks 
and Mountains. 

Then he goes on upon another Point : 
He has fool'd away good Part of what he 
got, fays the bluftring Creature, by tnifting 
out his Stock hand-over-head, to he knew 
not who; taking no Care to be well inform 'd 
of the Chara&ers of Men, and whether they 
were fit to be trufted, or no ; and there, adds 
he, with a Snear, he fool'd away 5-00 /. by 

trufting G — S , a Fellow I would not 

have trufted with 5*00 J*. Alas ! I law by the 
Way of his trading, and the Manner of his 
going on, that he would not hold it; I knew 

CL3 he 
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he would break at laftj I always believed 
fo, and always faid fo. 

i\T. B. That might be true, indeed, be- 
caufe he generally faid fo of every Bo- 
dy, as is cuftomary; for when any Man 
fails in Trade, 'tis ufual for fuch Peo- 
ple to. pretend, they knew and expect- 
ed it long before, tho* perhaps all the 
reft of the Town was furpriz'd at it, 
and thought the Perfon a rich and fafe 
Man to deal with. 

Then he runs on again upon the Folly 
and M^dnefs of the rich TradefmanV truft- 
ing out his EfFe&s, and hazarding his Eftate, 
by unwarily giving great Credit to fuch and 
fuch People, by which he has had great Lot 
les, fuch as, for ought he knows, may be fatal 
to him at laft. But I, continues he, (with a ' 
Gravity fuitable to his Pride,) have always 
afted by other Rules, I have taken other 
Meafures; if I had not I had not been where 
I am ; I had been ftill labouring in the Fire, 
and working 10 get Money honeftly, for 
Fools to run away with knavifhly. 

N. B. This Difcourfe is upon a Sup- 
pofition, that a Man may always judge 
of the Bottom and Subftance of every 
Tradelman that he deals with, than 
which nofhing is more untrue j and that 

we 
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we fee the moft flouriftiing Tradefinen, 
thofe who we thought to be like Pil- 
lars of the Exchange, fink and fall in- 
to Misfortune and Mifery, a? I have faid 
but juft before ; and nothing is more jaf- 
fuming, than for a Man to lay, he can 
always judge of the Subftanee of a 
Tradefman by his Outfide, and, in fliort, 
may know who is fit to be trailed, and 
who not. 

Thus far we take the Purfe-proud Trades- 
man's Bluftering among his Fellow Trades- 
men, and vaunting of his own Prudence 
and Condition; his Wifdom in judging who 
to deal with, and who not j who were fit to 
be trailed, and who not ; and what Trades- 
men were likely to ftand, and what to fal 1 ; 
when at the fame Time the wifeft and moft 
wary Men in Trade in the World are often 
deceived in that very one Point, which I take 
to be one of the moft important Difficulties 
of Trade. 

By this Prudence it is he boafts, that he 
has always avoided Loffes, has forborn to 
truft thofe Men, who have afterwards fail'd j 
that by this he has preferved himfelf and his 
Fortune, when others have funk by their Un- 
warinels, and been undone ^ whereas the 
Truth of the Story has been, that he has not 
had Stock fufficient to truft them, and fo has 

4 not 
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not been in a Condition in Trade to lofe any 
Thing by their Misfortune. 

Thus I have known feveral of thofe 
Purfe-proud Creatures fit peddling in a Shop 
twenty to thirty, nay, to forty Years, and not 
being able to give Credit, tho* to the beft of 
Dealers, (for ajmoft all Tradefmen take as 
well as give Credit in their Bufinefs,) rife 
perhaps to be worth a thoufand Pound, or 
perhaps two, and then boaft of their Policy 
and Prudence in Trade, their Warinefs and 
Caution in giving Credit, and the like\ where- 
as the generous open-hearted Tradefinan, 
who they reproach with his Want of Cau- 
tion, tho' he has loft more than the other 
ever got, goes on with Courage, and, it may 
be, leaves off at laft with ten to fifteen to 
twenty thoufand Pound in his Pocket; having 
carried on a vaft Trade, given great Credit, 
icrvM his Neighbours, been a publick Be- 
nefit to Trade in general, and to all the 
People he has dealt with in particular; 
which the Purfe-proud Creature, I fpeak 
of, could not pretend to, nor had Room to 
expeft ; and yet he blafts this Conduck with 
his vain conceited Tongue, and luggefts, that 
the more frank and generous Tradefinan muft 
die a Beggar. 

This infupportable Wretch has always 
another Thing attending his ill Tongue, 
and that is Envy : As he ipeaks well of no 
Body, fo he muft envy every Body, efpe- 
3 ~ cially 
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jdally every Body that out-lives his Re- 
proach; it cannot be otherwife: He that 
thus fpeaks fufpicioufly of his thriving 
Neighbours, fpeaks as he wiflies it to 
be ; he has an Exception to every Man's 
Fame and Charafter^ be it ever fo good; 
and the better it is, the more he is piquM 
at it : This is the natural Produd of an en- 
vious Spirit; he infinuates, that they will 
mifcarry, becaufe he fecretly defires they 
fliould do fo. Again, Envy is of a Na- 
ture fo agreeing with that of the dreadful 
Pit from whence it came, and fo tin&ur'd 
from Satan, in whom, if we may believe 
the Learned^ it was the original Crime, and 
laid the Foundation of his firft Rebellion, 
that, like him, it falls always upon the beft 
Objeds: The brighteft Charader is the 
Mark at which Envy is certain to lhoot all 
its poifonM Darts ; and as it is fo in Cafes 
of a higher Nature, 'tis fo in its Degree in 
this. 

The Man I am ipeaking of is firft a 
poor, empty, bloated-up Animal, who rU 
fing from nothing, or fomething very mean, 
and having been lifted up beyond what he 
was, continues always lifted beyond what 
he is : He is fo, and will be fo, becaufe, 
though his Stock of Money may encreafe, 
yet his Stock of Pride encreafes ftill fafter 
than his Wealth; and as he knows that 
tho' he is tolerably well, yet he is not all 
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he pretends to be ; fb he cannot patiently 
bear that others lhould rife beyond what he 
knows himlelf to be. 

This fwells his Envy; for as Pride is the 
lirft Vice in the Soul, fo Envy is the firft- 
born Produd of Pride, and 'tis a true natur 
ral Child, the Image of its Parent : In a 
word, to drive at Things above ourfelves 
is Pride; to hate ail that out-go us, and 
rife too fall for us, is Envy ; and to flan- 
der all we hate, is the Produ& of both; 
'tis the Fruit by which the Tree is known. 

Why is the Man's Mouth always full of 
Evil, but becaufe his Heart is always full of 
Envy ? And whence comes his Envy, but from 
his Pride? Becaufe the Man exceeds him or 
excels him, the firft in Wealth, the laft in 
Merit, either of them whets his Anger, 
and he runs on railing; for 'tis faidjuftiy 
of Envy, it goes always with its Mouth 
open. 

But to leave the Caufes, and go on with 
the Fafts; for 'tis this gives the Offence, 
and makes the Man lb troublefome p all 
about him : Could his Pi&ure be drawn, 
you would lee him like a Ballad-Singer, 
always with a Crowd about him ; but they 
are of fuch a kind, as no Man need be vain 
of, and none but fuch a Man could ; for 
wife Men Ihun him as they would an In- 
fe&ion; he perfecutes them, indeed, with 
his Noife ; but any By-Stander might fee, 
J though 
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though himfelf cannot, that they are fick 
of him ; that his Noife furfeits them ; that 
his Song, being always to one Tune, has no 
Mufick in it ; and that they avoid him as 
much as poffible. 

Indeed, myBufinefs is not to write Cha- 
racters here, but to warn the Compleat 
Tradefman, to whom I all along direft my 
Dilcourfe, to avoid the hateful Character ; 
and as I would have him aft in another 
Manner, fo I would have him aft from other 
Principles : The Truth is, to infiife Princi- 
ples of Modefty, Prudence, Diligence, and 
Virtue, into a young Tradefman, is to fe- 
cure him from afting in liich a Manner as 
this : He that rifes by Steps of Wifclom and 
Prudence, will ftand upon the fame Bottom, 
will go on to aft by the lame Rules, and 
not run into the Vices of Trade, when he 
has thriven by the Virtue of it. 

He that gets an Eftate by Honefty, will 

enjoy it with Modefty : To boaft of his 

own Wifdom in the amafing his Money, 

and infult the Senfes and Underftanding of 

every Man that has milcarried, is not only 

a Token of Immodefty, but, if that were 

of any Force with this Age, I fhould fay, 

'tis the infallible Mark of Irreligion ; 'tis 

lacrificing to his own Net, and to his own 

Drag, to his own Head, and to his own 

Harids : 'Tis not a Pharifee, indeed ; for he 

Went up to the Temple with, (JW, / thank 

thee. 
? 

1 
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thee^ in his Mouth j he boafted, indeed, of 
more Holinefs than he had, as this Man 
often does of more Money than he has : 
But the Pharilee out-did him there, that he 
acknowledged it to his Maker, that he was 
ib good and fo righteous, and not like the 
Publican : But this Man forgetting to look 
up, or to look in, as he might do, looks 
only upon the Outlide of his Affairs, as 
Nebuchadnezzar did upon the City of Ba- 
bylon, Dan. iv. 30. Is not this great Babel, 
that I have built for the Houfe of my 
King, done by the Might of my Power, and 
for the Honour of my Majefty ; and what 
follows in the very next Line, a Voice came 
from Heaven, thus: O King, to thee is it 
Jpokenj they {ball drive thee from Men, 
and thy 'Dwelling {ball be with the Beafts, 
&c. 1 

I confefs the Simile is too high for the 
Beaft I am fpeaking of, infinitely too high j 
but it is fo fuitable to him in all the Parts, 
as well as in the End, that nothing can more 
juftly, or more aptly match with him ; he 
is really fit to be driven from among Men y 
and to dwell with the Beafts of the Field ; 
for he is too tirefome to live among his 
Neighbours. 

I would calmly caution my young Trades- 
man, who aims at the Title I am prepa- 
ring him for, viz. to be Compleat, to Ihun 
every Thing that has the leaft Tendency 

to 
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to this Evil, this trading Vice, as a Thing 
that will at laft rob him of all the true 
Enjoyment of his Profperity when it comes* 
A Tradefman has Hazards enough of 
thriving at all, and Fears and Anxieties 
enough all the Way he goes ; and 'tis great 
Pity, that when he has thriven he Ihould 
not enjoy it with Satisfaction to himfelf, 
and with the Kindnefs, Eftecm, and Affec- 
tion of his Neighbours : A wife, lober, 
modeft Tradefman, when he is thriven, and 
grown rich, is really a valuable Man, and 
he is valued on all Occafions : As he went 
oh with every Body's good Wifties when 
he was getting it, fo he has every Body's 
Bleffing and good Word when he has 
got it. 

Besides, if he retains the Chara&er when 
he is out of Bufinefs, which he deferved 
and gain'd when he was in Bufinels, he is a 
publickGood in the Place where he lives ; as 
he was ufeful to himfelf before, he is ufeful 
to every Body elfe after : Such a Man has 
more Opportunity of doing good than al- 
moft any other Pcrfon I can name : He is 
ufeful a thoufand Ways, and many of them, 
fuch as Men of ten Times his Learning 
and Education and Capacities in other 
Things are able to be. 

He is in the firft Place a kind of a natu- 
ral Magiftrate in the Town where he lives ; 
and all the little Caufes, which in Matters 

of 
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of Trade are innumerable, and which often, 
for want of fiich a Judge, go on to Suits 
at Law, and fo ruin the People concerned 
in them by the Expence, the Delay, the 
Wounds in Subftance, and the Wounds in 
Reputation, which they often bring with 
them : I fay, all thele Gaufes are brought 
before him j and he not only hears and de- 
termines them, but in many of them his 
Determination lhall be as effe&ual among 
the contending Tradeimen, and his Vote as 
decifive, as any Lord Chancellor in the 
Kingdom. 

Besides this, he is the general Peace- 
Maker of the Country, the common Arbi- 
trator of all trading Differences, Family 
Breaches, private Injuries ; and in general, 
he is the Domeftick Judge, in Trade efpe- 
cially ; and by this he gains a general Re- 
fped:, an univerfat Kind of Reverence in 
all the Families about him, nay, he has the 
Bleflings and Prayers of Poor and Rich. 

Again, he is the Trade-Counfellor of 
the Country where h e lives : It muft be con- 
fefs'd, in Matters of Commerce, Lawyers 
make but very poor Work, when they come 
to be conliilted about the little Difputes 
which continually happen among Tradef- 
men, and are fo far from fctting Things to 
Rights, that they generally, by their Igno- 
rance in the Ufage and Cuftoms of Trade, 
make Breaches wider, rather than clofing 
v them, 
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them, and leave Things worfe than they 
find them. 

Not that I have any Regard in this Part 
to the general Scandal which lies upon the 
Country Lawyers, (ay, and Town Lawyers 
too,) viz. of fetting People together by 
the Ears, in order to reconcile them; that 
is to lay, to widen Breaches, in order to 
heal them their own Way ; but it too often 
happens fo, whether they intend it fo, or no; 
and I cannot lay they have the Reproach 
of it without Caufe ; whether it happens 
through Ignorance or Defign, is not to my 
prefent Purpole; nor am I to make this 
Work go out of its Way, to write Satyr 
upon Profeflions of any kind. 

But let the Lawyers ad how they will, 

and go to their own Way in general : 

The Cafe here is Fad, in the Particular, 
that as among Counfellors one is a good 
Chancery Man, another a good City Coun- 
lel, another is praftis'd in one Court, and 
at one Bar, another at the other Bar; one 
is a Chamber-Counfel, another a Convey- 
ancer, another a Pleader; fo the old, ap- 
prov'd, experienced Tradelman, that has 
the Reputation of an honeft Man, has left 
off Bufinels, and gone out of Trade with 
a good Reputation for Judgment, Integrity, 
and Modefty, he is the Oracle for Trade, 
every one goes to him for Advice, refers to 
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his Opinion, and confalts with him in diffi- 
cult and intricate Cafes. 

And to crown all, he is the Trade-Chan- 
cellor of the whole Place : Differences are 
adjufted, Enemies reconciled, equitable Que- 
ftions refblv'd by him : He is not the Arbi- 
ter, but the Umpire ; he is the laft Refort; 
even when Arbitrators cannot make it up, 
he is chofen to arbitrate between the Arbi- 
trators : As the Romans had two Confuls, 
which were their Leaders in Time of War, 
and their Guides in Time of Peace ; Gene- 
rals in the Field, and Judges in the Town ; 
lb they had their *Dittator^ who was Su- 
perior to the Confuis, who had the ultimate 
Authority that the Commonwealth could 
give ; they were every Thing, and every 
where ; had the Power of Life and Death 
in their abfblute Determination ; the Dicta- 
tor was Lord Chancellor in the State, and 
General iflimo in the Camp. 

So this happy Tradefman is the Sum of all 
the Application of the other Tradefinen near 
him, or that know him \ he not only adjufts 
Differences before they come to a Height, and 
lb prevents the People going to Law, faves 
them from the Expence of their Money, 
and the wafting Extravagances of violent, 
and perhaps malicious Profecutions , but 
makes Men Friends, when they are, as it were, 
juft beginning to be Enemies ; and before 
the Breaches are come to a Head, he flops 

the 
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tfte Erruption ; Like the Moderator, he calms 
the Paflions of the Furious, cheeks the Con- 
tentious ; and finding out the healing Medium 
which fatisfies both Sides, brings them to 
yield to one another, and lb docs Jufticc to 
both. 

Thus he is, in a word, a kind of a common 
Peace-maker 9 and as we call the eldeft Al- 
derman the Father of the City , lb he is, in a 
kind, the Father of the trading World in the 
Orb or Circle where he moves in ; his Pre- 
fence has a kind of a Peace-making Afpe£fc in 
it, and he is as neceflary as a Magiftrate, whe- 
ther he is in Office, or not, nay, he is a thou- 
land Times more uleful than lome good-for- 
nothing Mayors and Aldermen^ when not 
attended with valuable and fuitable Qua- 
lities : And this brings me back to the poor 
empty rattling Purfe-proud Body I was Ipeak- 
ing of before. 

X# e t my young Tradefinan but fix his 
Eye upon fuch an one ; I doubt he needs not 
go far to feek him ; there arc few Cities, or 
Corporations, or Courts of Aldermen, but 
have lome Time or other the Misfortune to 
be troubled with them : Let him, I fay, mark 
the Man, fee how he behaves, hark how 
he rings out his own Character, how he 
dwells upon his own extraordinary Self on 
every Occafion ; and with what a Storm of 
Impertinence he breaks out, in the grcateft 

R and 
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and bcft Company, and let him ask himfelfj 
if the Pattern be worth his Imitation ? 

From him let the Obferver turn to his 
wifer Neighbours, and fee how the blufter- 
ing Creature is accepted ; how all the Com- 
pany are furfeitcd with him, and fick of 
him; how they turn from him when he is 
prefent, and laugh at him when he is ab- 
ient ; how he is the common Burthen of So- 
ciety, and how diligently the belt Men a- 
void him. 

Let him hear the Opinion of the moft 
Judicious, concerning this Man's Conduct j 
his Way in Company, or out of it, in his 
Bufinels, or out of his Bufincfs; and not- 
withftanding his having gotten fome Money, 
let the Tradefman judge from the whole, 
whether that Conduft is to be imitated ; whe- 
ther you would be pleas'd with fuch a Cha- 
racter ; with being fo receivM among wife 
Men ; and with having fo vifibly, fo uni- 
verfally the Contempt of all Men caft upon 
you, in Company, or out of Company ; and 
as you can upon fedate Thoughts be plea- 
fed with it, or difpleas'd, lb make your 
own Condud agree with it or difagree with 
it. 

I have upon many Occafions Ipoken in 
this Work to the Tradefman I am talking 
to, of a certain Thing called Reputation: 
The Word indeed in Trade has a particular 

Xm- 
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Import, and fignifies a Man of Subftance, a 
Man of Credit, fit to be trufted, or as it is 
more ordinarily exprefs'd, an able Man : Alio 
there is a Thing called Honefty, which is 
underftood too in the general Article of Re- 
putation : To fay a Man is a Knave, or to 
reified upon him as not an honeft Man, is 
to wound his Reputation ; lb that Reputa- 
tion there, is of a particular Signification 2 
But there is a Reputation too which relates 
to the perfonal Condud and Capacities of a 
Man ; as fuch a Man has the Reputation of 
being a Man of Senfe, the Reputation of 
a Man of Parts and Underftanding, or the 
Reputation of a Man of Virtue and Modef- 
ty, and the like. If you reproach a Man 
with ill Manners, or ill Morals, (the laft efpe- 
cially,) he takes it very ill, and fays you in- 
jure his Reputation. 

I t is every Way to my Purpofe here j 
if my young Tradefman is to be fuppos'd to 
aim at his true Intereft, he will obferve, that 
to be careful of his Reputation in all thefe, is 
as elTential to him, as that of his Credit in 
Payments, and that to be efteemed a Man of 
Underftanding, of Senfe, Modefty, and Vir- 
tue, is as well worth his Concern, as 'tis to 
be efteem'd a Mati of Subftance. 

The laft indeed is ufeful in the Begin- 
ning of his Bufinefs, and the firft in his lea- 
ving it off ; the laft makes him come in with 
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Reputation, and the firft makes him go out 
with Reputation ; with this Difference too in 
the Kinds, viz. that the Reputation, which 
we call Credit, is temporary, 'tis wanting 
and needful only for a little while, that is to 
fay, fo long as he wants to be t rafted, fo long 
as he is drudging through the World, and 
working for an Eftate ; but when he has 
thriven, and got it* that Reputation is ufe- 
lefs, and at an End. 

But the Reputation of his Capacities, 
Senle, and Underftanding, and efpecially 
that which indeed is ordinarily attendant up- 
on them, namely, his Virtue and Modefty ; 
thefe are valuable from his Beginning to his 
End,and that not to the End of hisTrade only, 
but of his Life ; not only when he was poor, 
but when he is rich, and rather more at iaft 
than at firft. 

Nor can he ever fay it is of no Ufe to 
him, to be thought a wife and under (land- - 
ing, a modeft and good Man ; he always 
ftand$ in Need of it : This is the Life of 
his Character at laft^ as well as at firft: 
This is the good Name, which the wife Man 
fays is better than Life, which a good 
Man had rather die than part with, and cea- 
fes to be a good Man when he lofes it, efpe- 
cially if he jultly forfeits it. 

A Tradesman grown rich and above the 
World, tells you he wants no Credit, he 

does 
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does not value Credit, becaufe he asks no 
Man to truft him. But no Tradefman, at 
leaft no wife Man, will fay fb of his Repu- 
tation ; for every Man, Tradefmen or others, 
defires to defer ve the Name of an honeft Man, 
and of a Man of Senfe and Virtue j and 
£ Tradefman leaving off his Bufinefs ought 
to regard it much more, than even the fame 
Tradefman in the Hurry of his Trade j not 
that an honeft Man fhould not always pre- 
ferve his Chara&er as a Man of Honefty ; 
but it may be more remarkably neceffary at 
one Time than another, at leaft, it is of more 
Ufe at one Time than another. For Ex- 
ample^ 

The CharaAcr of a Tradefman, for a 
Man of Senfe and Underftanding, is more 
particularly of Ufe to him, when he comes 
to leave off, and fettle among his Neighbours 
as a Man of Years , than at any Time be- 
fore ; and that on many Accounts : Of what 
Ufe is he to the World, or to himfelf, if he 
is not alfb a Man of fbme Weight in this 
particular Article of his Underftanding ? 
Of what Ufe to himfelf? of what Value 
to thofe about him ? Of what Weight is an 
Old Fool in a Parifti, or in a Town? 
What Good does a poor fhallow, noify, Purfe- 
proud Tradefman do in his Generation, to 
himfelf, or to any Body elfe ? A weak-head- 
ed empty Tradefman out of Bufinefs, and 
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left capable to do nothing, and fay nothing, 
what is he? what but a poor una&ive 
Thing, that rifes in the Morning to go to 
Bed at Night ? waits a little Time juft to 
drop into the Grave, and be forgotten ? No 
body wants him while he lives, or mifs him 
when he dies: If any Thing of Confe- 
quence is felt from him, it is the Eafe that 
his Neighbours obtain at their Clubs and So-, 
cieties, and in their ordinary Conversion, 
by being delivered from his Noife, and 
being no more tired and difordered by the 
difcording unfonorous Clamour of his 
Tongue, always ringing Changes upon the 
hateful Subjed of his own Praifes, and his 
mighty Wealth, gotten by his exorbitant 
ligence, and his inimitable Application. 

But to have done with him as fall as we 
can, I muft take a little Notice of him when 
he is out of his Element, as well as in it ; and 
then I lhall do, as it ought to be done with 
him, turn him out of the Company. I have 
mentioned his Behaviour and Reception a«? 
mong his Fellow-Tradefmen, his Brethren 
of the Counter and the Compttnz-Houfe* 
the Men of Trade and Bufmefs, hi? Neigh! 
bours, $nd Equals. 

If they are fick of him, if they are gor- 
ged with his Rattling and Noife, how is it 
when he comes among Gentlemen? when 
tallying out from his Sphere, in which Na- 
ture 
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ture circumfcrib'd him, and for which alone 
he was fitted, (if fit for any Thing,) he comes 
out, and calls himfelf a Gentleman ? What 
Figure does he make among them? What 
Reception do they give him ? The late King 
Charles II. of merry Memory, the beft hu- 
mour'd Man (whatever he was for a King) 
that ever till then wore the Chara&er of 
Royal, ufually had that Expreflion, that he 
could make a Knight, but he could not make 
a Gentleman ; Ex quo vis Ligno non ft 
Mercurio. t If it was a Work too hard for a 
King, how ftiould the clownifti Impertinent 
that & I am fpeaking of do it? Nay, how 
ihould he be the Agent upon himfelf, me- 
tamorphife himfelf, and turn himfelf, not 
infide out^ for that he does every Day, but 
Hum himfelf outfide in, from a conceited 
Purfe-proud Shop-Keeper turn himfelf into 
a Gentleman ? Much eafier might he get an 
Attaon fet upon his Shoulders, than a Stock 
of Brains put into his Head, Modefty upon 
his Face, or Manners upon his Behaviour. 

But be that as it will, there's no Remedy, 
he will call himfelf a Gentleman^ and will 
thruft himfelf into the Company of fuch, 
that he may at leaft be thought fo by others : 
But what Pen can defcribe, what Tongue ex- 
prefs the naufeous, offenfive, contemptible 
Appearance, which he makes there ? How 
do the Gentlemen commiferate their own 
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Condition, when he comes in ? Who can 
conceive the general Difbrder it puts them 
into ? How they look upon and condole with 
one another, tor fpoiling their Company, 
and marring their Mirth with the unfuitabie 
Society of a Scoundrel ? how they confult in 
what Manner to be beft rid of him ? and 
how they wifti for a Law to eftablifh the 
juft lotting Mankind, and ranging them in- 
to Claffes, as the reft of God's Creatures are, 
where among the very Bcafts and Fowls, 
they affociate in Kinds, and Birds of a Fta~ 
ther flock together ? 

Strange that the fenfitive Life lhould 
enjoy a better Regimen than the Rational : 
We don't fee the Sheep herd with the Dogs, 
cfpecially with Mungrels y or the Deer with 
the Hounds ; the generous Horfe hates to 
graze with the long-ear'd abjeft Ass ; and the 
majeftick Lyon abhors to fbciate with that 
Emblem of a Churl, the Bear. 

But among Men, where the Difference is 
infinitely greater, the fordid teizing Mecha- 
nick, trufted by Heaven with a little more 
Money than his Neighbours, borrows the 
Feathers of the Gay, the Polite, the Manly, 
and the Mannerly ; and in Ipite of Nature, 
and his Want of Brains, claims not to pais 
for what he is, but for what he neither is, 
or is capable to be. 

1? 
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If fuitable Society is a heavenly Life, 
Heaven guard us all from that evident 
Plague of Nature, that State of Life which 
is the immediately contrary to all human Fe- 
licity, viz. being unequally match'd : Con- 
verfation is certainly the Glory of a Man, 
and particularly of a Gentleman; but to 
mix the Boor and the Gentleman, cfpecially 
the Man of Letters and the Stupid, the 
Man of Manners and the Clown ; to fort 
the noify unbred Piece of dead Life, who 
fuits with nothing but the Shop and the 
Apron, with the Men of Senfe and Edu- 
cation; what is this, but fetting up a Chand- 
ler's Shop in Whitehall^ as if the Vice- 
Chancellor of Oxford ftiould appoint a Box- 
ing-Match in the Theatre, and fet up a 
Wrcftling-Ring in the College - Gardens , 
that the Rabble Ihould difpute with the 
Students at Cudgels, and inftead of Logick 
and Syllogifms, they ihould every one 
play three Hits at Backfword with the But- 
chers ? 

What is this left than that? What is 
an impertinent Purfe-proud Shop -Keeper 
among a Society of Gentlemen, but linking 
the Inns of Court and the Bear-Garden, 
and condemning the Well-bred, the Polite, 
the Wife, and the Senfible, to be baited at 
a Stake, not by Dogs, but much worfe, by 
the Man-Brute, a kind pf a Creature worle 

than 
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than the Tarantula, that talks them to 
Death, ftiflcs them with Nonfenfe; and if 
they eicape, 'tis like a Man that juft gets 
out of a Crowd, and pants for Breath, be- 
ing, with the utmoft Difficulty, efcaped 
from being fqueez'd flat with the Weight of 
his Fellow-Creatures, and prefs'd to Death 
among the Rabble. 

I remember a Cafe which to me ferves for 
a juft Emblem of this Calamity of Man- 
kind y and with this I ftiali difmifs the Sub- 
ject. 

Every Body knows, remembers, or has 
heard of the Story of the late King James II. 
who endeavouring to go off from Rochefter 
to France in a fmu 11 Veffel, was ftopp'd at the 
Mouth of the Eatf-Swale of Medway* and 
being rudely feiz'd by the Crew of a Fifh- 
ing-Smack, was brought up in a barbarous 
Triumph to Feverfbam, 

When his Majefty was there, though he 
was taken out or the Hands of thofe dirty 
Fellows that firft feiz'd him, and ufed him 
as I care not to remember \ he found him- 
felf in the Hands of a yet more dangerous 
Sort of People, the Rabble, who, upon the 
Noife of the King's being taken, as they 
caird it, throngM from all Parts of the 
Country to Fever/bam ; fb that the King 
found himfclf furrounded, as it were, with 
an Army of Furies, the whole Street, which 
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is very wide and large, being fill'd, and 
Thoufands of the noify Gentry got toge- 
ther, for they knew not what, and, not un«* 
likely, to do they knew not what. 

His Majefty, who knew well enough thq 
Temper or the People at that Time , but 
not what they might be pufti'd upon to do 
at fuch a Jun&ure, when the whole Nation 
was in a Ferment, was very uneafy, as well 
he might, and fpoke to fome of the Gen- 
tlemen, who came with more Refpeft, and 
more like themfelves to the Town upon 
that furprifing Occalion : The King told 
them he was in their Hands, and was con- 
tent to be fo, and they might do what they 
would with him ; but whatever they thought 
lit to do with him, he defired they would 
quiet the People, and not let him be de-r 
liver'd up to the Rabble to be torn to 
Pieces. 

The Gentlemen told his Majefty they 
were fbrry to fee him ufed fb ill, and they 
would do any thing that was in their Power 
to protect him ; but that it was not poffible 
for them to quel the Tumult of the People j 
they Ihould rather be in Danger, of being 
torn to Pieces for Papifts, and the like. 

The King diftrefs'd to the laft Degree 
with the Infiilts of the Street , the People 
lhouting, and hollowing, and prefling to 
hayc the Door open'd in a really frightful 

Manner j 
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Manner ; At length, his Majefty obferving 
a mighty bufy forward Gentleman (as he 
lecmed to be) among the Crowd, who run 
about from one Party to another, hollow- 
ing, and animating the People, heading the 
Mob, and, as it were, leading them on to 
a Charge, fhaking his Hat, and calling to 
the People to hollow, and the like, accord- 
ing to the Street-Ufage in other Cafes ; the 
King lent a Gentleman to him to bring him 
in, and tell him his Majefty defir'd to fpeak 
with him. 

The Meflage was deliver'd with all pof- 
fible Civility, and the little Maffinello was 
prevaird with to come up Stairs : The King 
received him with a Courtefy rather equal 
to his prefent Circumftances than to his 
Dignity, and began to argue with him ; told 
him what he was doing might have an Event 
worfe than he intended ; that he feemcd to 
be Heating the People up for fome Mif- 
chief, which perhaps he did not forefee; 
and that as he had done him no immediate 
perfbnal Wrong, why fhould he attack 
him in this Manner; that he was in their 
Hands, and they might do what they pleased 
with him ; but he hopM they did not defign 
to murder him. 

The Fellow flood, as it were, Thunder- 
ftruck with the Awe of Majefty, and faid 
not one Word ; but the King went on Ipeak- 

ing 



Digitized by Google 



The Compleat Tradefmari: 2 5 j 

ing to him, and told him, he found he had 
fbme Influence on the Rabble, and defir'd 
him that he would pacify them, and quiet 
them ; that Meflengers were gone to London^ 
to the Parliament at London j and that he 
dcfir'd only they would be quiet till they 
returned. 

The King knew nothing of the Man, 
what he was, or who he was ; perhaps if 
he had, he would not have fpent lb much 
Pains upon him, much left did his Majefty 
know that it was a Purfe-proud Country 
Shop-Keeper ; but that by-the-by, the Sto- 
ry's very fhort. 

What the Fellow anfwer'd to the King 
I know not ; but as I immediately enquired, 
they told me he did not fay much but this j 
What can I do with them ? and what would 
you have me do with them ? but as fbon as 
the King had done fpeaking to him, he 
turn'd fliort, and made to the Door as faft 
as he could, to go out of the Room* 

Upon that, one of the Gentlemen fpokc 
to him to the fame Purpofe, very civilly r , and 
began to ufe fome Argument with him : He 
anfwered him, like a true Churl, with Infb- 
lence, and to the laft Degree rude, likehimfelf, 
2>0»V talk to me j fays he, about it ; what can 
I do ? and lb goes on to the Stairs* As ibon as 
he was got fairly to the Stair-Head, and 
faw his Way open, he turns Ihort about to 
the Gentlemen, and railing his Voice fb 
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that the King, who was but in the next 
Room, ftiould be fure to hear him, lays he, 
/ have a Bag of Money as long as my Arm> 
Hollow, Soys, Hollow* 

N. B. The King was fo filled with Con* 
tempt and juft Indignation, at the mean 
low-fpirited Inlblence of the 'Purfe- 
proud Wretch, that it quite took off the 
Horror of the Rabble, which was too 
much upon his Mind before, and 
his Majefty only JmiPd , and fat 
down, and faid, Let them alone^ let 
them do their worjl. But that by the 
Way, the Story I know pcrfbnaily to 
be true. 

The Example, I think, ferves my Pur- 
pofe exactly, and lets you fee the true Pic- 
ture of a Purfe-proud Tradefman ; for this 
Alan was a Country Grocer^ not in Fe- 
verjham, but in a little Village in the ad- 
jacent Country : After this lhort Hiftory, 
I need fay no more by way of Chara&er 
about it. 

But I cannot conclude it without giving 
my Compleat Tradefman a Caution againft 
the Temper : To be a rich Tradefman is defi- 
rable • but to be vain of the mere Wealth as 
fuch, is a Token of the greateft Meannefs 
of Spirit that Mankind is or can be capable 

of ^ 
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of ; 'tis a Bafenefs of Soul below a rational 
Creature j 'tis like a Boar, who is furly and 
mifchevious only becaufe he is fat ; when it 
is certain that he is fed up to that ungo- 
vernable Height and Heat of his Blood 
only to have his Throat cut, and make the 
larger Brawn. 

Of all the Miftakes of a Tradefman's 
Life, I mean after that of breaking, and 
turning Bankrupt is paft Danger, this of 
being Purfe-proud is the worft, and with the 
utmoft Diligence to be avoided by the 
Tradefmen ; 'tis what expofes him moft to 
the juft Scorn and Contempt of the World, 
at leaft of the wifer Part of it, and making 
thofe Men fick of him, that it Ihould be 
his Honour to be agreeable to. 

Nor is it an expofing him only, but it 
is particularly his Difafter, in that, it ex- 
pofes him at that Time of his Life when 
his Chara&er ftiould be eftablilh'd ; when 
the Intereft he Ihould have among the belt 
Men Ihould begin, and when what Reputa- 
tion he gains would be furc to ftay with 
him ; when being well received among even 
his Superiors, and honoured among his E- 
quals and Inferiors, he ftiould go with the 
utmoft Pleafure through the Remainder of 
Life, and enjay all that the World could give, 
or the Deity defign'd for making a Man of 
his Station compleatly happy. 



Digitized by Google 



z $6 The Compleat Tradefman.' 

If then the Tradefman would go on in 
his Bufinefs chearfully, and go out of it 
comfortably ; if he would be efteemed 
when in Trade, and valued and weli^ac- 
cepted in the World, when out of Trade ; 
if he would be ufeful to others and to him- 
felf, be honoured by the Poor, and be agree- 
able to the wtfeft and beft of Men ; if he 
would go through the World with Ap- 
plaufe, and out of it with Satisfaftion j ob- 
tain a good Efteem when alive, and leave 
a good Report behind him when he is dead ; 
let him of all the Errors of Life, I mean 
refpe&ing Mankind, avoid this as the worft, 
as the moft fcandalous, moft ofFenfive, and 
moft ridiculous Thing he can ever be guil- 
ty of. 




CHAR XI. 

Of a Tradefman being quarrelfome and 
litigious, forward to go to Law for eve- 
ry Trifle and to be always embroil' d with 
bis Neighbours. 

F all the Signals of a Purfe-proud 
fS^S Tradefinan, I know none more in- 
l§3jgrlg fallible than this, of his being quar* 
rgliome and litigious among his Neigh- 
bours 
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hours and Cuftomers, to catch at every Ad- 
vantage, to wrangle without Reafbn, quar- 
rel without Provocation, difpute Trifles, 
and go to Law without Juftice. 

It is ulual to fay, when we fee a Man 
fond of going to Law, that he does not know 
what to do with his Money ; he that will 
feek Juftice in the Law, ought to be firft 
very fure he can obtain Juftice no other 
Way : The Law was not defign'd to fet Peo- 
ple together by the Ears, but to prevent it : 
He that feeks his Remedy by Law, that may 
have his Right by Treaty, makes the Law 
a Stalking-Horfe to his Paflions, and is as 
much guilty of Violence, as he that takes 
his Right by Force. 

Going to Law for a Debt, tho' the Debt 
bejuft, before all due and chriftian Mea- 
fures are made ufe of to obtain Right by fair 
Means, that is, by peaceable Methods, is ta- 
king your Neighbour by tbe Throat, &c. 
a Thing, tho' not exprefly forbidden, yet 
left as an Example of ungrateful Fury and 
Rage, and a Mark of Infamy left on it, as a 
Brand of Heaven's Diflike. 

If we talk of Heaven and our Maker, 
we are all Bankrupts, infolvent Debtors, and 
unable to pay, no not the loweft Compofi- 
tion ; and if our great Creditor had not found 
out a merciful Method for an imputed Pay- 
ment, we muft have ail gone to Jail, 'till 
we had paid the uttermoft Farthing : And 

S i« 
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is it for us then to take our Neighbour by 
the Jhroat ? and with Rage and Fury cry, 
pay me what thou oweft me ? whcre's the 
Gratitude of it to him that forgave the great 
Debt ? where the Compaflion which we had 
fo much need of ourfelves ? 

But if there is fuch a Brand of Cruelty 
and Ingratitude upon our violent cxa&ing, 
even our juft Due, what then is the Charac- 
ter of him that ufes Violence with Injuftice 
too ? Injurious Violence is but a legal Rob- 
bery; for without queftion, taking, what 
we call the Advantages of the Law, may be 
as much a Violence as breaking up a Houfe ; 
and tho' the Letter of the Law may be in 
their Favour, yet Confidence, and Juftice, 
and honeft Dealing, would deter a fair-deal- 
ing Man from it. 

There is a Court of Chancery in every 
Man's Breaft, and every Man is Judge in 
that Court, even for himfelf j whatever it 
may be in other Cafes, there a Man is al- 
low'd to be Judge in his own Cafe ; but the 
Reafbn is plain, as Confidence is Lord Chan- 
cellor, he can't help determining the Caufe 
impartially within himfelf; and whether it 
be right or wrong on his Side, whether for 
him or againft him, the fecret Judge within 
will tell him very faithfully how it ftands, 
and what ought to be done. 

I f he will not liften to what that Judge 
fays to him, if he will not acknowledge* 

the 
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the Jurifdicfcion of the Court, and fubmit to 
the Sentence pronounced, that is another 
Cafe quite, he takes that upon himfelf, and 
the Judge of that fecret Court of Chan- 
cery will appeal to a higher Bar ; as a Man 
appeals here from the Lord Chancellor's De- 
cree to the Judgment of the Houfe of Lords ; 
only with this Difference, that here the 
Chancellor appeals againft the Client, there 
the Client appeals againft the Chancellor; 
the Judge appeals againft the Criminal, not 
the Criminal againft the Judge. 

Now let the Tradefman I am fpeakfrg to, 
bring this home to himfelf: Before he goes 
to Law with his Debtor or Dealer, let him 
try the Caufe in Equity in his own Breaft j 
let him ask the Opinion of his own Law- 
yer, (I may fay Lawgiver,) the Lord Chan- 
cellor of his own Heart, I mean Confidence j 
and let him take heed when he has done 
fb, that he takes the Counfel there given 
him. 

I t is a high Affront to a Counfellor at 
Law, to ask his Advice, and then not fol- 
low it ; 'tis like fending for a Phyfician, and 
then refilling his Medicines ; and they who 
are fb usM, generally think themfelves ob- 
lig'd to juftify the Advice they gave. 

He that confiilts his own Conlcience, and 
then refufes to liften to its Direction ; that 
declines its Determination, and will not o- 
bey the Di&ates of that Impartial Judge, 

S 2 may 
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may exped its Refentmcnt; it will ap. 
peal againft him elfewhere, and juftify the 
Equity of the Sentence- even in his Face. 

He that thus acts in Contempt of the juft 
Sentence within, and will purfue his Rage 
and Revenge againft another, becaufe he 
has the Advantage over him by £bme Neg- 
led on one Side, or Difafter on the other, 
muft exped the Appeal of Confcience in its 
Turn, and tho* the opprefs'd Debtor may 
not obtain Relief, may be made to pay 
wrongfully and unjuftly, yet the Reward of 
the Oppreffor is behind, and may be exped- 
ed. Juftice may fleep, but will wake : 

'Tbas leaden Wings v, but iron Hands to 
(bow j 

It will be certain, the? it may be flow. 

But perhaps this is too grave for the 
Times ; the quarrelfome Purfe-proud Tradet 
man I fpeak of, is got into the Law, and he's 
above Gofpel j he has an Advantage which 
the Devil has put into his Hands, and he will 
make his Market of it ; as for going to the 
"Devil for it, let the "Devil and him alone 
to agree about that, give him the Money, 
he has no more to fay about Confcience, and 
the fecret Reproof within himfelf ; he can 
get over all that his own Way, 'tis fa- 
ncying his Avarice and Revenge that he 
is bene upon: I have him faft, fays he, and 

I'll 
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I'll follow him, I'll warrant you ; Fll pulh him 
Home, Fll ruin him ; he ftiall pay me every 
Penny, Charges and all, or he ftian't ftand 
at his Shop-Door. 

Well but fays a peaceable Neighbour, 
that goes between them, don't be lb warm ; 
it may be you have an Advantage againft 
the poor Man : He did owe your Father fb 
much Money indeed, but he declares he paid 
him 200/. of it in feverai Payments, and 
his Books make it appear j but two of the 
Receipts are loft, he cannot find them; his 
Apprentice is gone beyond Sea, who kept 
his Cafti, and kept the Receipts and other 
Papers, and the Receipts are miffing ; fure 
you won't take the Advantage of fuch a 
Thing. 

Not take the Advantage ! lays he again j 
why not take every juft Advantage, to ob- 
tain my Right ? 

Ay, but Sir, fays the other, you muft 
needs know that you had the Money. 

I Know ! fays the Tradefman ; I know 
nothing but black and white j if I had the 
Money, to be fure he had my Receipt. 

Well, fays the Peace-Maker, and lb he 
had, no doubt ; but it is miflaid. 

Mislaid ! fays the K ; don^t tell me, 

Tradefmen never miflay Receipts, and of ^ 
fuch a Confequencc too. \ 

Well, but Sir, fays the Peace-Make^ 
will you fhew your own Books ? What if it 

S3 lhould 
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lhould appear to be enter'd there ? No doubt 
you keep Books as well as other Men, and if 
you have receivM the Money — 

Here he interrupts him haughtily, and 
railing his Voice fays, what d'ye mean by 
that? what arc my Books to make up his 
Accompts ? Sure I keep my Books for my 
own Ufe, and he keeps his Books for his 
Ufe. 

I don't know Sir, fays the good Teace- 
Maker, what you may keep your Books for ; 
but an honeft Man will never refufe to Ihew 
his Books in fuch a Cafe as this. 

Well, well, I am as honeft as he : He 
pretends to fay, he has paid this 200 /. but 
has nothing to lhew for it : What muft I 
take his Say-lb for Payment : I tell you Sir, 
I will allow my own Hand to a Receipt, if 
he can produce it ; if he can't, the Law will 
not fuppofe the Money was ever paid, nor 
lhall I allow it. 

That's very levere, fays the Peace-Ma* 
ker : But Sir, adds he, Let me ask one Fa-? 
vour of you in behalf of this innocent Suf- 
ferer? You won't lhew your Books, you 
fay, to let it to rights. 

No I wont, Sir, lays the Tradelinan j h$ 
has nothing to do with my Books. 

Well Sir, replies the other, Grant mc 
ope Thing, however, about your Books f 

What's that, pray ? 

Why 
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Why lhew 'em your felf j look into them 
fairly, and fee whether this Money does not 
appear fairly entered there at fuch and fuch a 
Time. 

And what then ? what would you. make 
of that ? fays the Tradefman, jeering. 

Nothing Sir, nothing, fays the Peace-* 
Maker ; only look in them, promife me 
that. 

I n e e d not promife you that, fays the 
Tradefman, I look in my Books every Day. 

Well, Sir, I fay no more, only look par- 
ticularly into this Man s Account, and 111 
be fatisfied with one Thing that will certain- 
ly follow : When you fee the Money made 
receiv'd in your Cafli, only ask your felf, 
Whether it is honett and fair for you to de- 
mand it again? 

Ask my felf! a pretty Story to put off a 
Debt ; I tell you I ask him for the Money, 
and I'll have it too : I am fure enough, 
if he has no Receipt, I have had no Pay- 
ment. 

We ll, do but look in your Books, fays the 
Peace-Maker, and fee if the Money won't 
ftare in your Face there : Try the Caufe 
before your own Cortfcience j I warrant you 
'twill go againft you j you'll be caft in that 
Court. 

Nay, fays the Tradefman, if you come 
to preach, I have done with you : 111 fend 
for you when I want a Parfon : at prefent 

S 4 I 
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I have no Occafion ; I'm not fick Sir : I 
ha'n't lent for the Doctor yet ; and we always 
confult the Do&or before the Prieft. 

We ll Sir, lays the Peace-Maker, you may 
jeft with your Friends, but don't jeft with 
your felf; you may want the Doctor and the 
Parfon too in due Time : But in the mean 
Time, you may want good Advice; and 
mine is no bad Counfel, ufe it as you will. 

Ay, ay, I'll ufe it as I will, fays the 
Tradesman •, in the mean Time I want my 
Money, and my Money I'll have, or I 
know my Way, I'll take my Courfe for 
it. 

No Sir, feys the Peace-Maker, you 
don't want your Money, you want his Mo- 
ney j it is not yours ; I am fully fatisfied you 
have had yours already. 

Upon this they parted; the Tradefman 
fued the poor Man for the 200 /. and got 
a Verdift againft him; but the poor 
Debtor brought his Bill in Chancery, 
and made fuch Circumftances appear, 
as that the Chancellor granted him an 
Injun&ion againft Proceedings, till 
Time might be had to fend over to 
his Apprentice, who was gone to New 
England^ to know of him what he 
could lay to it. 

Upon the Return to this Letter, the 
young Man, who was then for him- 

felf, 
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felf, recolle&ed the Thing, and fent 
over an Affidavit before proper Per- 
ions, and attefted in Form by a Notary 
Publick, that he paid the Money, and 
nam'd feveral Circumftances too which 
much confirmed it. 

But with the reft he fent over Direc- 
tions to fearch among fome Papers 
which he had left with his other Goods 
at a Relation's Houle in London, inti- 
mating, that he believed the Receipts 
would be found there. 

Accordingly, upon fearching the Pa- 
pers, there were the two Receipts found 
under the Tradefman's own Hand j up- 
on producing which the unjuft Tradef- 
man was fairly, but (to him) fhamefully, 
caft, and decreed to pay the Charges 
of Suit, as well in Chancery as in Com- 
mon Law, and other Damages alio, 
to no lefs a Sum altogether, than be- 
tween thirty or forty Pound, befides 
his own Charges. 

I might give many Examples of like 
Injuftice, whereby Bills, Receipts, or Bonds, 
having been loft, or burnt, or deftroy'd, the 
Money has been loft, and the unjuft Plain- 
tiff has made no Scruple of purfuing ea- 
gerly for the Money that had been fairly 
paid before j but they are too long for this 
Work. 

But 
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But I come nearer to the Tradeiman's 
Confcience than this ftill ; and I fay, though 
the Debt be juft> though the Defendant does 
not difpute the Payment, but perhaps dif- 
putes fome particular Circumftances in the 
Demand, fome promifed Abatement, fome 
Defed in the Goods, lome trifling Objec- 
tion ; and perhaps both Sides arc litigious, 
quarrelfome , Purfe-proud Tradefinen ; I 
fay they both come under the juft Reproof, 
and they ought rather to yield finall Mat- 
ters on one Hand, or perhaps on both 
Hands, rather than pulh at one another 
with Violence : If they want Temper, if 
they are equally warm, equally opiniated 
of being right, let them chufe Peace- 
Makers, refer their Difputes to indifferent 
and moderate Judges between them, and 
make up Trifles by peaceable-minded Men, 
that they may avoid Trouble and Law- 
Charges, 

This is when two litigious, quarrelling, 
Purfe-proud Tradefmen meet; when both 
are haughty and outrageous, pofitive and 
obftinate : It muft be confefs'd, when fuch 
do fall out, and fall upon one another, we 
are apt to fay, that they are well match'd ; 
that let them fight it out ; they have either 
of them Money enough, and no body pities 
them ; let them tire themfelves a little, and 
when they have both felt the Expence of 
it, they will grow cool. 
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But as I am dire&ing myfelf to the fbo- 
lifli rich Tradefman, 'tis not that they fliould 
be foolifti on Purpofe to make Sport to 
thofe that are wifcr j but it is to fliew them 
the Folly of it, that they may grow wifer 
themfelves : I have heard of two Trades- 
men that fell out thus about the Pack-Cloth 
that a Parcel of Goods were delivered in, 
that is to fay, fent down into the Country 
in : The Country Shop-Keeper bought fuch 
and fuch Goods at a Wholefale-Draper's or 
Mercer's, or fbme fuch Tradefman in Lon- 
don y and went home, leaving the Whole- 
felc Man to fend the Goods down after 
him. 

1. The Warehoufe Man accordingly makes 
up the Goods in three Bales or Parcels, and 
lends them down by the Carrier. Two In- 
cidents happen upon this Occafion. 

They had made no Capitulation about 
what the Goods ihould be pack'd up in ; 
but the Wholefale Man taking himfelf , to 
be left at Liberty, packs feme of the finer 
Goods in a Cafe or Cheft, and the reft in 
Canvas, and charges feven Shillings for 
the Cafe, and twelve Shillings for the Can- 
vas. 

x. They had neither of them thought of 
What Carrier to fend them by, there being 
two Carriers who carried Goods to the fame 
Town j one who was the ordinary Carrier 
pf the Place, and one who only went thro* 

the 



Digitized by Google 



2 58 The Compleat Tradefman. 

the Town to another Town forty Miles be- 
yond it ; the latter, it feems, was the Car- 
rier which the Country Tradefman made 
ufe of ; but he had not pofitively dire&ed 
his Goods to be fent by him ; and the other 
being, as is faid, the ordinary Carrier of the 
Place ; the Tradefman in London thought he 
was the Man, and fo deliver'd the Goods 
to him. 

In the Journey the Carrier met with a 
Bifatter ; the Weather was exceeding wet ; 
extraordinary hafty Rains happened, and the 
Waters were out, and fb high, that going 
through a River which was uiualiy paffable, 
the Water came into the Waggon, and the 
Goods, elpecially thofe in the Cheft, or Cafe, 
were damag'd very much. 

The Country Chap, $ rich Purfe-proud 
Tradefman, quarrels at both thefe Articles ; 
he would not pay for the Cafe or the Can- 
vas that the Goods were pack'd in ; he 
bought the Goods, and he expe&ed to have 
thofe Things thrown in, as Paper and Pack- 
thread is thrown into fmaller Things, and 
Things fold by Retail : At beft, he would 
return the Cheft and the Canvas, but he 
would not pay for them. 

Then as to the Carrier: The Goods were 
not fent by his Carrier, and he had not or- 
dered them to be fent by the other, and he 
would not Hand to the Damage that had 

happen'd, 
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JiappenM, and fo would not receive the 
Goods. 

Here was. a double Quarrel, and not 
very eafy to determine which was right, and 
which was wrong ; in faft, it feemed both 
were right, and both were wrong j that is, 
the Country Tradefman was right in the 
laft, and the City Tradefman in the firft. 

It matters not to my Purpofe to try the 
Caufe here j but take it which Way you 
will, the Confequence was much the fame : 
They went on, fpent a great deal of Money, 
even more than the Goods were worth * at 
laft one of them died ; the Executors had 
more Wit, and the furviving Tradefman 
was out of Breath ; and fo the Suit ended 
to the Damage of both, unfpeakably. 

Now were it only thus ; were this litigious 
Purfe-proud Temper only to happen among 
thofe of the lame fort, I confefs the Grie- 
vance would be the lefs: But how often 
does the haughty Creature, who has neither 
Reafon or Compaflion to fteer his A&ions, 
but who is hurried on by his Pride and Info- 
lence only ? I fay, how often does he vent 
his Fire, and let loofe his Pride upon the 
innocent, quiet, well-meaning Tradefman, 
falling upon him upon every Occafion in 
Trade, and quarrelling upon every Occa- 
fion out of Trade, nay, even wkhout Oc- 
cafion, and watching and waiting for an 
Occafion ? 

All 
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All this points, indeed, at the lean* 
dalous Creature, deferibM in our laft Chap- 
ter, and it is his Due, and much more : But 
I would have this Chapter be dire&ed ano- 
ther Way, namely, to the young Traded 
man, who is coming forward in Bufinefs, 
thriving, and in a fair Way to be a rich 
Tradefman : I would have him be the Man 
I aim at, and wifli for, viz. a Compleat 
Tradefman j and he that is fb, will care- 
fully avoid the Extreme I am fpeaking of, 
and never be either vain of his good For- 
tune, or quarrelfome and litigious in the 
enjoying it. 

Prii/e is the Vice of a long Purfc; he 
that in Bufinefs has the Money, and not 
the Corruption, is my Compleat Trades- 
man ; indeed he alone is the happy Man in 
Trade : To fee a Tradefman rich and hum- 
ble, is to fee one of the ftanch Supports of 
the Government, and of the whole Nation 
in general : No Nation in the World has 
more Tradefmen than England^ or fo many 
wealthy, rich, and truly honourable Perfbns 
in Trade, or fo much Bufinefs upon their 
Hands : But there are fbme among them at 
the fame Time that have the Vices with the 
Virtue, the Salt with the Frefh. 

To be Purfe- proud inTrade is the fame Vice 
in its Sphere, as to be conceited in Wit ; only 
with this Difference, that the Tradelman 
has frequently the Purfe that he is proud 

of } 
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of; but the Fop is generally conceited of 
the Wit which he has not. 

Indeed, ibmetimes we fee a moft in- 
congruous, monftrous Piece of trading Fop- 
pery, viz. we fee a Tradefman Purfe-proud, 
and not have the Purfe neither ; the Man 
firft fancies himfelf rich, and then indulges 
the Vanity of it : Such a Man may be faid 
to be proud of the Purfe without the Mo- 
ney. Of thofe, I think, I may fay, turn- 
ing his Lines a little, as Mr. Dry den faid 
to Poet Shadwell, who charg'd him with 
being conceited and proud of his Parts j Mr. 
Dry den feems to grant it, and replies thus : 

Our Tride of Wit and Tarts may be an Evil y 
But to be proud of Non/enfe> that's the Devil. 

Turn the Tables to our Tradefman, 1 
who is Purfe-proud and yet poor, and it 
will run thus : 

Tride of the fuelling Bags may be an Evil y 
But to be Poor and TurJe-J>roud> thafs the 
Devil. 

And to carry on the Allufion a little 
farther : As the conceited JVould-be-Wit is 
generally a Fool, or, to lpeak fparingly of 
him, a weak Man, lb it is in Trade \ take 
the Purfe-proud Tradefmen, and generally 
fpeaking, they are not among the bright 

Men, 
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Men, not the Compleat Tradefinen : He is 
quite another Manj his Conduct is quit£ 
differing; the Compleat Tradefinan is a 
Man of too much Senfe, he underftands 
himfelf better ; and to bring it dire&ly to 
the Cale in hand : 

t. He underftands himfelf better than to 
be continually cmbarraffing himfelf in 
Suits at Law ; falling upon his Fellow- 
Tradefmen with Heat and Paffion, ma- 
king Quarrels for the fake of them, 
and purfuing Advantages as if he liv'd 
by them ; 'tis quite out of his Way ; 
he does not relifti Strife. 

z. He underftands Trade better than to 
pulh every Debtor to Extremity, and 
tear Men to Pieces juft when he knows 
they cannot anfwer his Demand ; when 
he knows that by Patience, and a lit- 
tle Forbearance, the Debt may be got 
in, that £y Violence would be at leaft 
in Danger of being loft. 

3. He knows the Value of his Money 
better than to throw it away in Profe- 
cutions at Law for Trifles; in which 
he knows he that gets the Viftory, al- 
ways is a Lofer : He works too hard 
for his Money, and gets it with too 
much Care and Application, to make 
'Ducks and "Drakes of it when he has 
done, and throw it away in Gratifica- 
tion 
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tion of his common Refentment: He'll 
never go to Law for the Pack-Cloth 
'till he fpends the Parcel, or fell his 
Cuftomer for an empty Box, 

There cannot be a greater Teftimony 
of the Decay of a Tradefman's Underftand- 
ing, or of his real Deficiency of Brains, than 
this of his being litigious, and apt to quar- 
rel ; taking Advantage of every Man, and 
pulhing thofe Advantages, whether juft or 
unjuft, awing and terrifying poor Men to Ex- 
tremities with going to Law, for even Difire- 
lpe&; making Men Offenders for Words, 
and threatning them with Bags of Money, 
their Hundreds and Thoufands. 

As nothing but a Man of bad Parts, or 
bad Principles can delight in making him- 
lelf a Terror and Plague to the Country 
round him, fb he has the Reward of it ; 
he is fure to be firft hated, then ftiunn'd, 
and at laft defpis'd ; when firft they 
fear him, they naturally hate him: But 
when the Fear abates, and they fee him, 
like the Devil, not fo terrible or lb black as 
he is painted, they learn to fcorn and de- 
fpife him. 

Nor is this Temper any eafier to them- 
felves than it is to their Neighbours ; for they 
are every Day impoveriftiing themfeives to 
carry on the litigious Practice ; conftant Law- 
Suits, and conftant Charges eat them up ; and 

T tho' 
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tho* they get the better, they are Lofers by 
the Quarrels they raile* - 

I knew a Tradelman that, generally 
fpeaking, had thefe Kinds of Broils always 
upon his Hands ; and he was the moft un- 
eafy Man alive : He was always a-paying 
Lawyers Bills, always reading over Bills in 
Chancery exhibited againft him j for 'twas 
obfervM he was always Plaintiff at common 
Law, and Defendant in Chancery ; that is 
to fay, that he purfued his Neighbours firft 
upon every flight Advantage, and they al- 
ways fought Relief in Equity, and gene- 
rally had it too; for he was moft injurious 
. in his firft Pretenfions j and he that is £b, will 
always have the worft of it in Equity, 
whatever he may have at Common Law. 

This good-humour'd Citizen, I believe, 
Ipent for feme Years before he left off, 2,00 /. 
a Year in Law-Suits, x and oftentimes he 
paid both Plaintiff's and Defendant's Charges, 
and very rarely (if ever) got the Money 
the Suit coft him j it was well if he came 
off without paying double Coft, that is, 
their Coft whom he went to Law with, and 
his own alio. 

It is true, he was not reducM to Poverty 
by it ; but he was always kept embroiPd 
and embarrals'd, and was not lo rich by a 
great many hundred Pounds, perhaps Thou- 
lands, as he would otherwife have been : At 
laft he met with one crabbed Tradcfman, 

who 
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Who held him fb hard to it, that firfb and 
laft it coft him above 300 /• and he was call 
too, and oblig'd to pay Coft on the Defen- 
dant's Side j and this Piece of coftly Expe- 
rience cur'd him of that quarrelfome Tem- 
per, and made him fick of the Law ever 
after. 

Who can help wifliing every litigious- 
temper'd Tradefman the like Succefs in his 
quarrelling Proceedings, that we might have 
many more fuch converted People among 
us, that is to fay, that being made wife by 
their own Experience, they might quit the 
hateful Difpofition, and live at Peace with 
their Fellow-Tradefmen. 

It is recorded of the Turks, that when 
they had martial warlike Princes among 
them, who by their Condu& enlarg'd theif 
Empire to the Magnitude we now fee it ar- 
rived at, they took Care always to be ma- 
king War in one Place or other, on one 
Side or other, that their Soldiery might not 
lofe their Vigour, that their Swords might 
not ruft, and that they might not want ex- 
perienc'd. Officers, or have their Men unexer- 
cised in the Difcipline; and take them, as they 
were, a furious bloody Generation, that 
made it their Bufmefs to over-run the World } 
yet they were right to themlelves. 

I think it may very aptly be brought 
home to the Tradefman I am fpeaking of : 
He is fb enur'd to the contentious Habit* 

T 2 that 
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that if he Ihould difcontinue it any Time, 
if he Ihould be condemned to live at Peace 
with his Neighbours, he would grow rufty, 
and lofe the Art of difturbing Mankind, 
which is, in ftiort, the chief Enjoyment of 
his Life. 

A Tradefinan thus quarrelfome, wran- 
gling in every Bargain, difputing every 
Trifle, and going to Law for every Dif- 
pute, living by Differences, and delighting 
in Storms and Tempefts, ftiould be efteem'd 
what we call a common Barreter in the 
Law, or as a Scold among the Women ; he 
Ihould be prefented as a publick Nufance, a 
common Difturber of the Neighbourhood ; 
and, as the Peace-Maker, has the Bleffing 
of Heaven, and the Prayers of his Neigh- 
bours upon him, fo this uneafy Creature 
feems to be juft in the contrary Situation, 
and ought to expert the contrary from 
both. 

In Ihort, he that goes to Law with his 
Neighbours for Trifles, that lives in Con- 
tention as in his Element, I do not fee why 
the famous Engine calPd a Tiucking-Stool 
Ihould not be as proper an Application to 
him, to cool his Paffion, abate the Venom of 
his Blood, and take out the Acrimony of his 
Spirits, as it is to a little fiery outrageous 
old Woman, that fcolds Day and Night 
merely to open her Pipes. 

'Tis 
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^Tis certain, the quarrellingTradefinan is a 
common publick Grievance in the Country 
where he dwells ; and as his Conduft, or 
rather Want of Conduft, is tormenting to 
others, lb it is pernicious to himfelf; 'tis rui- 
nous to his Family, deftroys his Subftance, 
makes him hated among his Neighbours, 
and in the End, he is vexatious to himfelf ; 
for he eats upon himfelf, as Envy is defcrib'd 
by a Viper gnawing its own Bowels, fo 'tis 
mod true in him ; for his Envy, which, as 
above, is the real Gaule of his quarrelfbme 
Difpofition, eats in upon himfelf, deftroys 
his Subftance, which is the vital Strength 
of his Bulinefs as a Tradefman, and reduces 
him in the End to narrow Circumftances, 
and perhaps to Poverty. 

And yet fb it is; and I muft take No- 
tice of it here, to the Scandal of our unhap- 
py Engliflj Temper, that even Poverty it- 
felf does not put an End to it; and it is to 
be feen in the Difpofition even of the com- 
mon People ; I mean the Poor : How are 
they almoft continually together by the Ears 
among one another for Trifles, and carrying 
on their wrangling Tempers by ftated 
Degrees, juft as the quarrellbme Tradefmen 
do among their Neighbours. 

First they differ a little, and which is 
very particular, for little or nothing; then 
it makes Words ; Words raife the Paffions ; 
then they fcold, call Names, and perhaps 

T 3 fight ; 
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fight j then away to the Juftice for a War- 
rant : If the Juftice is a good peaceable Gen- 
tleman, pities them, and perfwades them to 
make it up, as is often the Cafe, they fly out 
into a Palfion,and pcrhapsRudenels, and away 
they go to another Juftice, and fo to ano- 
ther ; for they will have a Warrant, what- 
ever it cofts them. 

If it be Matter of Right and Wrong, 
though but to the Value of Sixpence or a 
Shilling, away they run to an Officer, and 
get a Writ; and I have feen a poor Crea- 
ture, that wanted Bread, pay fixteen or fe- 
venteen Shillings for Charges, in profccuting 
a Debt of Ten Pence or a Shilling. 

But above all, if it be Matter of Scan- 
dal ; if in their Fury a hard Word has e- 
fcap'd, and a hard Name been dropped, the 
Lawyer is immediately employed, the poor 
Wretch in Rags arrefts the poor Wretch in 
Rags, » 

And Beggars fpend the Tarijb Alms at Law. 

It is true, this is a Digreflion ; but it is a 
ufeful Digreflion ; that the litigious Trades- 
man may fee the Pifture ofliis Behaviour in 
Miniature : Here he may fee the true Plan 
of his own Difpofition ; and if any Thing 
could make an Impreflion upon him, I think 
this fliould ; for as hateful as it is among 

the 
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the Poor, fo much the more it is among the 
Tradefmen, who live by their Bufinefc, and 
who fhould be particularly careful to live 
peaceably with every Body, becaufe they 
may be laid indeed to get their Bread by 
every Body; and if Contention does not 
make them poor, I may venture to fay it 
will never make them rich. 

I believe no Tradelman will ever get an 
Eftate by pulling other Tradefinen in Pieces ; 
and if he did, it is a horrid Way of encreafing 
his Wealth ; A contentious Humour certainly 
tends to wafte the Tradelman, not to en- 
crealc him : It is true, he waftes thole he 
quarrels with j and that may be Ibmc Part 
of his Satisfe&ion : and a wretched Satisfao* 
tion it is j but it will in the End wafte him- 
fclf too: Wherefore, upon the whole, I 
think the bleffed Apoftle's Rule, as it was 
good and whollbme for thole he wrote to, 
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If it be fojjible^ as much as lieth in you, live 
peaceably with all Men. I fliall purfue the 
Advice for the curing this Peftilcncc of 
Trade in the next Chapter. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Of the Tradejtnan^s avoiding Law-Suits 
and Contention in Bufinefsj and ftudymg 
to live peaceably with his Neighbours, 
ejpecially in Matters of Trade. 

HAT has been faid in the laft 
Chapters points at the two moft fcan- 

dalous Parts of a Tradefman's Life, 

the grand Vices of a thriving Tradefman, 
viz. his being impertinently Purfe-proud, 
and his being vexatious and quarrelfomc: 
'Tis to be hop'd, it may be fufficient to cau- 
tion a Tradefman of Senfe and Modefty from 
falling into either of thofe Snares, both fatal 
to his Chara&er, and both rendering him 3 
Burden and Offence to the World, as far as 
his narrow Circle can extend* 

I would now turn to the better-managM 
Tradefman ; who beginning well, defires to 
go on fb ; who endeavours to mind his Bu- 
ftnefs, follow what is before him, and di- 
fturb no Body :. As he is caution'd againft 
the quarrelfome Temper, and the Purfe- 
proud Excurfions of the other, by the odious 
Example, fb let me turn to him with Per- 
fwafions for the reft of his Conduft, drawn 
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from fuch Arguments as wife Men will al- 
ways liften to. 

For his own fake, for his Family fake, 
for the fake of a good Fame among the beft 
Men, and that he may go through the World 
with an eafy and comfortable Suit, let him 
Jfudy to be quiet , and to do his own Bujinefs y 
that is, not to be the common Difturber of 
his Neighbours, and the Averfion of his 
Dealers. 

Who cares to deal with a Tradefoian that 
is always tormenting them with Cavils and 
Quarrels, wrangling for Trifles, and going 
to Law for meer Shadows of Difference, as 
if he fought Advantages, and quarrelled for 
the fake of Quarrelling ? 

The beft Cuftomers will always fliun 
trading with fuch a Man. No, lays the 
County Tradefman, or Chapman, what 
ftiould I deal with him for, that is always 
railing Obje&ions, and feeking Advantages ? 
that when he has received one hundred Pound, 
will go to Law witji me for eighteen Pence j 
always bringing fome After-Reckonings to 
cavil and wrangle about, and is never pleased 
when a Man is in his Debt, or out of his 
Debt ? I love, adds the good honeft Shop- 
Keeper, to trade where I can have honeft 
fair Dealing : I pay well, and I think I de- 
ferve to be us'd well, and I will be us'd 
Wpll too, or I wont be usM at alL 

The 
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The Tradefman who values his Bufinefs, 
muft always value his Cuftomers ; and as he 
that does lb, and ufes them with Civility, 
fliall always keep them, and add to their 
Number; fo he that does not, fliall always 
lofe them. 

It is a ftrange Temper of Uneafinefs that 
a Man fliould not be able tp ufe thofe Men 
well that he gets his Bread by, and keep 
thofe Men fail to him that he is obliged to 
for their Cuftom, As the Tradefman muft 
be juft in all the Parts of his Correlpon- 
dence, fo he fhould be civil too ; there is a 
Courtefy in Trade as well as in Converfa- 
tion, which is due to every Body we deal 
with j 'tis due in both, but much more in 
Trade : Civility in Converfation is a Debt to 
ourfelves, as 'tis a Teft of good Manners, 
and gives a Luftre to Behaviour : But in 
Trade us a Debt to the Buyer; as in Money 
the Borrower is Servant to the Lender, fo in 
Trade the Seller is fo far Servant to the 
Buyer. 

His Shop is a Place to be invited into, 
not to be commanded into; and therefore 
we fee the bell Shop-Keepers do not think 
it below them to Hand at the Door, and with 
Cap in Hand, that is, with the utmott Re- 
fpeft, to ask their Cuftomers to come in, to 
fee if they can pleafe themfelves, $nd fin4 
what they have Occafion for. 

For 
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For a Tradefman to be too proud thus to 
invite his Cuftomer, is to be above his Bufi- 
nefs, which is one of the worft Things can 
be faid of him j for he that is above his Bu- 
finefs lhould leave it off, or elfe in Time he 
may chance to turn the Tables, and his Bufi- 
nefs will be above him. 

If then an extraordinary Civility is a Debt 
in Trade, from the Seller to the Buyer, to 
be fure quarrelling and a litigious Wrangle 
with the Buyer is a Breach of the juft Con- 
dud of a Tradefman ; it ought indeed to be 
his Averfion, as certainly it will be the Buy- 
er's Averfion in the End: Such a Tradefman 
fells not the Parcel only, but the Cuftomer, 
and will in the End fell hisTradc too ; for no 
Man will deal twice with him, after he dis- 
covers it once. 

It is obje&ed here, that 'tis impoflible for 
a Man in a great Bufinels to be without Broils 
and Quarrels, and even Suits at Law Some- 
times in the Courfe of his Trade ; it will 
happen, and he cannot avoid it, unlefs he 
will always give up his Right : Sometimes 
the Buyer or Cuftomer, is the litigious Man ; 
He quarrels j 1 the Bill of Parcel as foon as 
the Goods are fent in, denies the Price of 
Things, though agreed for, raifes innumera- 
ble groundlefs Scruples and Objeftions, con- 
trary to Truth, and contrary to the Nature 
of the Thing ; and there's no dealing with 

fuch Men : they are not to be oblig'd ; they 

are 
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are not to be won by Courtefy or good 
Ufage, but play upon all thofe Things, and 
take their Advantages of them ; what can a 
Man do ? 

This is a well-grounded Obje&ion, 
if true ; and in this Cafe th« Tables are 
turn'd juft theotherWay : The Buyer is then 
become the Man of Strife, and the litigious 
Man ; the Breach of the Harmony is all 
in him : And I add then, my Reproof lies 
upon him, and not upon the Seller. The 
Tradefman may err in both Extremes; he 
may be a wrangling contentious Perfbn, 
which End of the Staff foever he holds ; 
and the Reproof is to him that is guilty, not 
to the other; to the AgrefTor, not the Per- 
fon attacked. 

When the Man has bought Goods, and 
the Price is agreed on, he ought to acquiefce 
in the Price, and not raife Cavils and Dif- 
putes afterward, to perplex the Cafe, making 
a plain Bargain difficult, and difputing 
a juft Demand ; forcing the Tradefman he 
dealt with to go to Law for a juft Debt ; 
than which nothing is more fcandalous in 
Trade. 

But it is ftill the fame Thing; the Ad- 
vice is juft and well founded ; as the Seller 
fhould avoid being litigious and contentious, 
fo fhould the Buyer alfo ; for Juftice is the 
fame in all. 

I 
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I grant fometimes in Trade, Law-Suits 
and Contention are not to be avoided ; and 
where there is a great Bufinefs, the Occafions 
of fuch Breaches often happen, fo that unlefs 
the moft injurious Things in Nature are to 
be born with, and unlefs the Defendant will 
liiffer Depredations upon his Property, and 
even allow himfelf to be plundered, he muft 
defend himfelf, and feek his Prote&ion in 
the Law. 

But this has no Relation to what I am 
fpeaking of ; this is not to be litigious, but to 
defend a Man's Intereft and Family againft 
the litigious quarrelling Dealer, perhaps a 
Tradefinan too; but the Character is al- 
ways due to the Agreffor ; for the moft 
quiet inoffenfive Man in the World muft de- 
fend himfelf if he is attacked ; Nature re- 
quires it, Duty to his Family requires it, com- 
mon Juftice, and indeed Neceflity, calls up- 
on him to do it. 

But this, I fay, is not the Man I am 
fpeakingof: It is the Agreffor; 'tis the Plain- 
tiff, not the Defendant, that is the quarrel- 
ling litigious Tradefman, and who juftly 
comes under- the Reproof of this Work. 
The Difference is very plain in the Manner 
of their going to Law : The quiet, honeft, 
inoffenfive Tradefman may be Plaintiff, but 
the querulous litigious Tradefman is never 
Defendant. By never, I muft be underftood 
to mean, very rarely, very feldom : He al- 
ways 
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ways falls out firft, he is eafy to quartel, 
loth to be reconcil'd; he does no Right) 
and takes no Wrong ; this is the Man that (I 
fay) Ihould be deemed a common Difturber 
in the Senfe of the Law, and efpecially in 
the Senfe of his Neighbours. 

I think I need fay very little to fet out 
to the Confidering Tradefinan, the hateful 
Pi&ure of this Kind of Man, and lefs to 
warn him from following the Example : 
He is the Contempt of his Rich, and the 
Averfion of his Poorer Neighbours, the 
Scandal of his Trade, and the Terror of 
his Cuftomers. 

And what muft we fay now to the Com- 
pleat Tradefinan, with Refpeft to this Prac- 
tice ? There are fo many Pleas for it, fo ma- 
ny Arguments in the Defence of it, that the 
Tradesmen feem to approve of the Thing, 
even where they do not follow the Example : 
Nay, you have frequent Excufes made for 
fuch People by fome Tradefinen, upon a 
Kind of limple Policy, leaft we fhould think 
it was not allowable to a Tradefinan to foe 
for his juft Debt, even where they could 
not be otherwife recovered. 

But fuch fhail have an Opportunity to foe 
themfeives miftaken : It is necelfary there- 
fore to diftinguifh a little in this Cafe be- 
tween the litigious quarrelling Temper I am 
expofing, and the neceffary Recovery of our 
Right. < - 

There 
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The re are fome Men fo fond of going to 
Law for their Debts, that they will foe for 
their Money by Procefs, when they may 
have it without ; that will hardly demand a 
Debt but by a Writ, and who fends the At- 
torney or the Bailiff to a Debtor before they 
ask for the Money : Thefe are the Men I 
point at in this Difcourfe ; but as fome are 
thus in the Extreme one Way, fo fome again 
will pay no Body, till they are forc'd to it, 
and they are in the Extreme another Way. 

The happy Medium between thefe Ex- 
tremes, and which I would recommend to 
the Compleat Tradefman, is this : 

■ 

1. Not to decline or delay paying a juft 
Debt, if able to difcharge it, but to 
pay it without giving any Man Caufe, 
or putting him to the Charge of fuing 
for his own. 
a . Not to give any ManTrouble, tho' for a 
juft Debt, where there is any Probabi- 
lity of obtaining it without, no, nor till 
all reafonable, Quiet, and friendly Me- 
thods are tried to avoid it, 
3 . When oblig'd by Neceffity to ufe Vio- 
lence, that is to fay, the Violence-of a 
. legal Profecution , yet to do it with Ci- 
vility, with Tcndernefi, without cx- 
pofing the Debtor more than needs muft, 
and above all without putting him to 
more than neceffary Charges ; This 

Ihews 
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fhcws a juft Relu&ancc to the Thing, 
and teftities, that the PlantifF, (that is, 
the Tradefman,) would not have thus 
Hied for his Debt, if not forc'd by una- 
voidable Neceffity ; in which Cafe the 
Defendant is juftly anfwerable for all 
the Evils, which he fufFers, and which 
he brings thus upon himfelf. 

As it is in Matter of Debt, that all polfi- 
ble Means ftiould be ufed to avoid coming 
to Extremeties with the Debtor, fo in Mat- 
V ters of Right and Wrong, difputed and con- 
tended , about the honeft peaceableTradefman, 
will, as far as in him lies, prevent aDecifion 
at Law ; if it be poffible, he will bring all 
Differences to a friendly Accommodation, by 
Expoftulation, by Application, by Arbitra- 
tion, nay, and even abating fbmetimes much 
of his Demands for Peace fake. 

Wh e n two Tradefmen of this pacifick 
Temper meet, a Reference never fails to put 
an End to all Difputes between them: A 
Man that means Honeftly, is never afraid or 
aiham'd to refer all his Differences to the next 
unbiafsM and indifferent Man he meets : He 
embraces all Occafions of bringing luch 
Things to an amicable peaceable (Jonclufion; 
he leaves no Stone unturn'd to perfuade his 
Oppofer, to convince him he is wrong ; that 
he does him Inj uftice ; that to contend at Law, 
is but weakning himfelf, and injuring both, j 
3 that 
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that it is but throwing away their Moneys 
which is the Life and Blood of their Trade j 
like Princes making War for Trifles, where 
both Sides are fure to be Loofers, and tofpili 
the Blood of their innocent Subje&s for no- 
thing, or at leaft nothing comparatively. 

It may be poflible, that Both the contend- 
ing Tradcfmen may be in the Right, and 
both in the Wrong ; that is to fay, one may 
be right in one Particular, and one in an- 
other, while both the Particulars are Part of 
the Difpute. If both are peaceably inclined, 
a grave Neighbour of a healing Difpofition, 
fuch a Compleat Tradefman as I defcrib'd 
in the laft Chapter, who having left off Bu- 
fineis with Reputation, and particularly with 
the Reputation of a Man of Senfe and Tem- 
per : Such a one being calPd in, never fails 
to make up the Breach, to reconcile all the 
Differences, and fliew them how eafily they 
might, with the Help of a little Moderation, 
have done it without him. 

O n the other Hand, if two Trade/men, 
who are Men of Paflion, both hot, both 
quarrelfome, and given to Law-Suits, Men 
of Contention and Strife, that is } Lovers of 
it, fuch as I have defcrib'd ; if thofe two 
meet in a Breach, 'tis like two Enemies meet- 
ing in a Mine ; one brings Fire, and the o- 
ther Gunpowder, and both are blown up to- 
gether. 

U In. 
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In order then to prevail with the Man of 
Bufinefs, to ad upon a better View, and 
with wiier Mcafures, we need do no more 
than recommend to him the Example of the 
litigious Tradefman , when, as we fay in 
other Cafes, he meets with his Match : When 
two luch fiery hot-headed People meet toge- 
thes, let him but calmly obferve, how like 
two Maftiffs they worry one another; how 
they wafte their Subftance in the needlels 
Expencc, raife their Spleen in the Aggrava- 
tions and Provocations which they meet with 
in the Proceedings ; for the Rage rifes with; 
the Expcnces, and the Men are like two Li-j 
ons in two Cages, who are tearing one an- 
other in Pieces in their Imagination, and are 
really eager to do it, but cannot come at 
one another to make ufe either of Teeth or 
Claws. 

The litigious Tradefman who I am thus 
defcribing, are a&ing the Brutes, not the 
Chriftians; they purfue one another with 
perfonal Spleen, not with a juft Demand of 
Right. To let this Part in a true Light, we 
ought to ftate the Thing it fclf ; that which 
we call in our Language, Going to Law: 
The fimple and dired Meaning is, a Man 
who is injur'd by another in his Property, 
that is j kept out of his Money unreasona- 
bly long, or politively denied Payment of his 
juft Due, or is otherwtfe manifeftly injured, 
appeals to the Judge or Judges of his Coun- 
try, 

1 
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tfy to do him Right, to order his Oppo- 
nent, and reduce him to the Neceftity of an- 
swering his Demands, according to Law. 

The very Nature of the Thing intimates, 
that this is, in every wife Man, an Aft not 
of Choice, but of Neceflity ; and that it 
ought to be fo ; that no honeft Man will pro- 
ceed in this Manner with another, if he can 
avoid it; for who would chule to get that by 
War, which he might obtain with Peace; 
and I have lometimes thought, that it is ma- 
ny Ways beft for us in this Nation, that in 
Suits at Law 'tis generally found the Vi&or 
is a Lofer ; that lb Men may lee a Reafon be- 
fore-hand, why they ftiould not go to Law y 
if they can avoid it. 

But to return: Going to Law, is an Ap- 
peal of Right ; as it is an Appeal to the Law, 
fb its End muft be Peace ; and this may, and 
indeed ought always to be done withTemper : 
When I fay its End is Peace, I would be 
rightly underftood thus ; the only juftifiable 
End of going to Law, is that Right being 
firft done me, I may be at Peace, may live 
in Charity and good Neighbourhood, other- 
wife we make the Breach in a Civil Matter 
become criminal. 

For Men to make a Difpute at Law be 
a formal Quarrel, engage their Palfions in 
the Difference, and turn their Trade-Breaches 
into Breaches of Charity and Breaches of 
Temper: This is to put off the Chriftian, 

U x and 



I 



292 The Compleat Tradefman, 

and the Man of Senfe both together ; if this 
were the true End and the juftifiable Prac- 
tice in going to Law, fuch Men could not 
be calPd Chriftians, according to the Rules 
of Chriftianity; nor could they be admitted 
to the Sacrament while fuch a Suit at Law 
continued. 

This Way of going to Law had a terrible 
Event a few Years ago in this Nation, and 
left a bloody Precedent, viz. in the late 
Duke Hamilton and the Lord Mohun : They 
had been many Years contending at Law a- 
bout an Eftate ; the Particulars are not mate- 
rial here; but meeting occafionally while the 
Suit was depending, the Heat of the legal 
Procefs broke out in an illegal Flame ; they 
differ in Words, give and return difobliging 
Expreflions, (to fay no worfe of it ;) this 
kindles their Pallions, both hot, both brave, 
and neither of them over-much Mafter of 
their Temper. In a word^ they quarrel, a 
Challenge enfues, they both meet, both fight, 
and were both kilPd. I need fay no more, 
the Story is too well known, and was too 
lately afted to be forgot. 

This is the Cafe in Subftance, though not 
carried on to fuch a fatal Length, with all the 
Men who go to Law upon Trifles, and carry 
on their Suits at Law with Heat and Ani- 
mofity ; in fhort, they go to Law like Duke 
Hamilton and Lord Mohun y and if they had 

Courage 
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Courage to engage, would put it to the like 
Iffue. 

If the Tradcfman fliould not go to Law 
at all, but with evident Neceffity, and not 
till he isfatisficd, he cannot obtain his Right 
by any other Way, it is a Confequence that 
he ftiould not proceed in it with perfbnal 
Feud and Animofity : As he fliould enter 
upon it with Reluftancc, fo he fliould go 
on with it in the fame Temper; always pre- 
ferving a Willingncfs to be reconciled, and 
to make an amicable End of the Difpute ; 
always teftifyingthat he feeks nothing but his 
Right, and that once granted, he has no 
farther View. 

He that goes to Law upon any other 
View, may be laid not to Go to Law, 
but to fight at Law ; that is, he fights his 
Oppofer with the Weapons of the Law, 
and he fights him indeed as an Enemy, to 
kill and deftroy him, to wound, hurt, and 
indeed ruin him: I need not explain it; we 
have too many Examples of it among us. 

This I affirm is not a lawful going tQ 
Law : But above all, this Ihould not be the 
Tradefinan's Way of living among his 
Neighbours : It will neither gain him Cre- 
dit or Comfort, nor will it advance his Trade 
at all; for when once a Tradefinan gains 
the Repute of a litigious, quarrelfome, fple- 
natick Man among his Fcllow-Tradefmen 
find Dealers, no Body cares to deal with 

him, 
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him, and they that do, always endeavour to 
keep him at Arm's End, ad with him upon 
the Square, and with the utmoft Caution, 
as with a Man that lies upon the Catch for 
all Advantages, and that will draw them 
into a Snare, if he can. 

In a few Words then, I muft advife the 
Tradcfinan to avoid the Caufe, as he would 
avoid the Character; avoid the Scandal of 
a litigious quarrelling Temper in Bufinefs, as 
the worft Thing that can be laid of him, I 
mean in Trade : Indeed, a Tradefman can- 
not have a worfe Character in the World, 
except it be that of downright Cheat and 
Fraud ; and if he is come to that, he is out 
of the Rank of thoie that I am fpeaking 
to ; he is, no more a Compleat Tradefman, 
but a Knave ; a Tradefman degenerated into 
a Devourer ; a kind of ravenous Creature, of 
the wolfifh Kind, that watches, and lies in 
wait for his Neighbours, to ruin and de- 
ftroy them. 

And this leads me to the great Article 
of a Tradefman's Tendernt£> and Compaf- 
fion to his Debtors, who are juftly his Deb- 
tors, but perhaps are not always able to an- 
fwer his Demands, or at lealt not to anfwer 
them in their due Time, either when he ex- 
perts it, or indeed when Reafbn demands it. 

Yet even to fuch the Tradefman under 
the feveral Denominations, in which I have 
defcrib'd him, will treat them with Ten- 

dernefs; 
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derneft : It is true, he ought to be paid, 
and the Debtor ought to Ihew a juft Endea- 
vour to pay him ; for 'tis but too true, there 
are fome litigious Tempers, even in Debtors, 
that will abufe the utmoft Patience, that 
will delay Payment, even when they are 
able to anfwer the Debt ; in a word, that 
will not pay till they are forced, and 
that wickedly take all Advantages poflible 
to evade the Payment of juft Debts, what- 
ever Charge they are at, or whatever Charge 
they put others to. 

With thefe I am not dire&ing the TradeC 
man how he Ihouid a& : As they feem to 
ask no Pity, fo they certainly deferve none ; 
they are not only mifchievous to themfelves, 
but they are the Caufe of much Severity to 
Men of better Principles j who fuffer fome- 
times very deeply, becaufe they are not di£- 
tinguifh'd from Men who a£t knaviflily and 
deceitfully. 

But the Tradelman ufing a juft Endea- 
vour to find it out, will diftinguilh between 
them ; will foon fee the induftrious poor 
Tradefman, who would pay punctually if 
he could, and who does pay as he can, and # 
as faft as he is able ; from the litigious De- 
fendant Tradefman, who, though able to 
pay, ftands out to the laft againft a juft Debt ; 
tries all poflible Shifts, and Tricks of the 
Law, to evade, to delay, to put off; fuffers 
Judgment by Default to protraft Time, brings 

Writs 
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Writs of Error, to hang up the Caufe, as they 
call it, and at laft either Ihifts out of the 
Way, and carries his Goods away, and 
breaks, or otherwife makes it up as well as 
he can, to the Lofs of the Profecutor as 
well as himfelf: I lay the Difference between 
thefe two may be clearly difcover'd with a 
little Care and Caution, and the Tradefman 
then will know how to govern himfelf. 

For the poor honeft Tradefman, he for- 
bears him, takes the Money as he can pay 
it, Ihews him all the Tendernefs and Com- 
paflion that good Temper and good Princi- 
ples dictate to him ; and by this Means often 
gets in his Debts, which, under a rafti and 
rigorous Profecution, would have been loft, 
and the poor Debtor ruin'd alfo. 
* An d this indeed is what I mention it for : 
A Tradelman who is in Condition to forbear 
an induftrious, decaying, or redue'd Fel- 
low-Tradefman , will find this a general 
Truth, with very few Exceptions, viz. For- 
bearance has fav'd many a poor Tradefman, 
and been a Means to his recovering in the 
World; while Cruelty and furious falling 
upon a Debtor, has run down many a Traded 
man, whofe Circumftances have been other* 
wife good, and has been his Ruin. 

I t is an unhappy Truth with many 
Tradefmen, That Misfortunes feldom come 
alone ; the Cafe is often deriv'd from this , 
Original, viz. that a rafh paffionate Cre di- 

tor 
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tor not only falls upon him, but does it 
with Rage, and perhaps lcmething of Spleen, 
but to be fure with Paffion ; and expofing 
him to the common Talk of the Place, 
brings other Demands upon him, one in the 
Neck of another, till the Man, not able to 
Hand a Storm, though he might have flood 
againft one Shock or two, is overwhelmed, 
even before his Time, 

It is a terrible Article to a poor Trades- 
man, when he falls into the Hands of a 
Creditor of this litigious quarrelfome Tem- 
per ; he is Hire to find no Mercy, no good 
Ufage, no Civility from him. 

But I come back to the Point: I am ad- 
vifin^ a Tradefman how to govern himfelf 
in this Part of his trading Conduft ; and I 
believe he will find himfelf advisM for his 
own Advantage. 

1 . Court no Trade-Quarrels ; go to Law 
with no Body, tho' for your juft Due, 
if it may be obtained without it: What 
reafonable Man will feek his Right by 
violent and rough Means, that may ob- 
tain it by foft and fmooth Methods. 

2. Try all the Methods of Gentlenefs and 
'Patience, which a forbearing Temper 
can dictate, or which Prudence and the 
Safety of your Debt will atlow, before 
you proceed to Rigour and Profecution. 

3.// 
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3 . If you are forced to fiich Prolecution 
of Right, as the Law dire&s, yet zSt 
in it ib as may teftify the Relu&ance 
of your Mind ; that you are forced to 
a& as you do, and that nothing of 
Heat and Paffion has moved you to it ; 
but the mere ablblutely neceflary Care 
of your Intereft and Family. 

4. Proceed with all due Caution for the 
Reputation of your Debtor, without* 
expofing him where it may be avoided, 
without putting him to needlels and 
extravagant Expences, and, if poffibic 
without leaving him to the Cruelty an' 
exafting Violence of Bailiffs and At- 
torneys. 

5. In a word, be always ready to put an 
End to fuch Profecutions by Arbitra- 
tions, where the Nature of the Thing 
will allow them, and upon moderate 
Terms, where they will not, rather 
abating than rigoroufly exacting the 
Utmoft of your Demands. 

This is the Temper of the truly Chris- 
tian and Peaceable Tradefinan : This will 
gain him two ineftimable Bleflings, the moft 
valuable in Life, namely, Peace of Mind, 
and the Love and Efteem of all his honeft 
Neighbours. 

The End of the Firjl P a R r f 
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Complete Tradelmari. 

VOL. II. PART II. 



Introduction to the Second Part. 

H E former Volume of this Work 
chiefly refpeds the Introducti- 
on of a young Tradcfman into 
hisBufinefs, and Direftions for 
his carrying it on, and cfpecially 
for his perfonal conduft in it 5 the feafona- 
blc Advice, and the fubftantial Inftruftions 
Vol. II. B there 





there given, a(e fuch, that if well accepted, 
ftudied, and purfued, they will certainly lay 
a firm foundation for aTradcfman's cftablifh- 
mcflt and profperity. 
\The world has been convine'd of the 
ufefulncfs of thofe Inftru&ions 3 they have 
been received with a general approbation, 
they have been made acceptable in their 
'manner, as they are ufeful in their me- 
thod ; and they feem to be made a vade me- 
cum for the ages to come, by the reception 
they have met with in the age that is 
paft. 

But the readers of the firft Volume feem 
to rife from it with an appetite, and it has 
been a kind of a general notion in their 
reading, certainly the hand that has been 
employ'd to give all thofe kind Dire&ions 
is able to give more; and they look at me 
with a kind of an expedition of fomc- 
thing yet to come. 

It is certain, the fubjett is copious, I 
might fay 'tis even voluminous, and there 
is ftill room for much more to be faid than 
has yet been poflible in the narrow compafs 
of one fingle volume to be cxprefs'd. 

Trade is an ocean, the beft and moft ex- 
periene'd Sailor needs his Pilot books, his 
navigating Inftruments, his Crofs-ftaff, Qua- 
drant, Compafs, &c. to ftcer by, and take 
his obfervations, and it may with truth be 
Xaid, the Mathematicians qh ftioreiuakc all 

the 
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the' Ships faiLat fea, for 'tis by their Rules^ 
thfeir Scales, their Tables of Lines and Tan* 
gents, by their Problems, and £xgeriments> 
thai the expert Seamen direct their Ships* 
keep their Reckonings, and perform their 
Voyages. 

Trade, I fay, is an ocean, they that fail in 
it, however experiencd, havi al^rays need 
ofDire&ionsj the various changes atid* turns* 
that Trade takes in the nature arid con fe- 
quence of things, and by the length oftime> 
are fuch, that the moft experiencd Tradef- 
man may ftand indeed of new Inftruftions 
and Hints, and make daily difcoveries of 
things> which he knew nothing of before* 
How frequent is it to hear an old Tradefman 
fay, Trade is quite altered, fince I knew it $ 
the methods are chang'd, thecourfe of thing* 
is chang'd, the manner both of buying and fel- 
ling is altered j the Manufactures are chang'd, 
the very places where they are made are 
chang'd, the Manufacturers remove from 
town to town, and the places know them no 
more \ the Markets remove where they arc 
ibid, and even the demands of them both 
abroad and at home, the very Nations to 
which they were exported in former times* 
take none now 5 and Nations which for- 
merly made no ufe of them, are now the 
particular Staple or Market for them > As ha- 
bits and the form of clothing are chang'd 
by the fancies and fafliions Of Men, fo Trade 

B % is 
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is neccffarily bound to follow the cuftoms 
which the fame fafluons and fancies intro- 
duce. The Manufactures indeed, are in kind 
the fame, becaufc the principles of all Ma* 
nufa&ures are the fame. Wool, Flax, Silk 
and Hair, arc the four grand principles and 
foundations of Manufacture, as drugs and 
plants are the Materia Medica, the princi- 
ples of Phyfic and Pharmacy, 

But-thb' the principles arc the feme, the 
management of the materials differ continue 
ally j invention forms the modes of wear- 
ing, and art follows as invention leads. The 
Manufacturing is the effeft of art, the ma- 
terials are the work of Nature 5 the firft arc 
variable, but the Jaft is the fame. The Silk 
of Tcrfia, and the Indies, and the fine Linen^ 
of Egypt were the Manufactures and Mer- 
chandizes of Tyre, as ancient as the fir£ 
ages of Trade 5 and I could run out my dif- 
courfe in a ufeful as well as diverting dif- 
courfe upon the antiquity of Trade and Ma- 
nufacture, fifoni the vaft variety of the pro- 
duct of the World, as far back as the Pro- 
phet Ez>ekiel\ but I (hall not take up you* 
time with things fo remote* 

The preknt ufe of it is to obferve the 
various changes which Trade has fuffer'd % 
the feverai turns given to the Manufactures 
by die invention of Men 5 the violent re- 
movings of the Manufactures, and the Mar- 
kcts of them from one City to another, and 

from 
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from one Nation to another, as Wars, the 
jconvulfions of Nations, and the fate of the 
World has directed. 

In proportion tothefe, tho' not equal ia 
degree, we, fee \daily changes in the na- 
ture of our Commerce, in the kinds of our 
Maniifa&Ujte among our felves, in their jforts, 
their value, the places of their making, and 
of their vending 5 and this makes room for 
new obfervations and inftru&ions to th£ 
Tradefman. He that was expert in bufinels 
forty year ago, let him lay by, and be out 
of Trade but twenty year, will haye need al- 
moft to ferve a new Apprenticelhip, and 
learn new skill and judgment in the Goods 
he formerly dealt in 5 and in a word, will 
want juft to begin where he begun ber 
fore. 

And yet the materials are ftill the fame, 
the Silks of Terjia are tranfporfed to Italy, 
to France and to Spittlefields'y the raw Siik 
is remov'd, I mean ^the very growth of' it, 
from the banks of the Caftian y to the banks 
of the Mediterranean Sea 5 and from the 
fliores of Georgia to the fliorcs of Italy 5 
and, the Manufadurcs of AJta arc infinitely 
put done in Europe. 4 

The fine kinen of Egypt is remov'd to 
Holland and Flanders, and the dyeing of 
Purple and Scarlet, for which the Phoenici- 
ans were fo fam'd, is loft to that part of 

B 3 tb* 
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the World, and fct up in England and Hot? 
land. 

To bring this home, we find fcvcral bran T 
chcsbfourManufafturesin England chang'd, 
and fome of them remov'd $ the kinds of 
them alter'd, the demand for them chang'd, 
and that within our own memory, as ihall 
be at large (hew'd in its place. 

By this means, and for this reafon, the 
Trade is chang'd, the face of it is chang'd, 
and the place of it $ for the Trade follows 
the demand, as the Cart follows the Horfc 
that draws it. 

This variety gives, as I have faid,- a new - 
face to things, and the Manufa&urer has 
daily new rules to learn, new cuftoms to fct 
up, and new meafures to take, fuch as his ' 
lore-fathers never knew, and fo it will be 
to the end of time. 

It is become a policy in Trade, to alter 
Faftnons and Cuftoms $ not only in Cloths, 
that part was always variable, at leaft in thefc 
parts of the World $ but it never went fuch 
a length in other things as it does now : 
for the Falhions alter now in the njpre 
durable kinds of things , fuch aS Furni- 
ture of Houfes, Equipages, Coaches, nay even 
of Houfes themfelvesi and Houfes built 
twenty or thirty years ago, arc now old fa- 
ihion'd, and muft be pull'd down, to build 
xnorc rnodilh Apartments * and wc fee mors ■ 
Sgw Hoijfcs at this t|me in England, built 
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within twenty to thirty years, than were 
built in England in two hundred years be- 
fore/ - , 
This muft needs give a new turn to the 

, Trade, and that of courfe gives new methods 

•and new meafures to the Manufacturers , 
obliges them to a continual ftudy of novel- 
ty, and to rack their invention for new Fa. 
fhions, introduces new Cuftoms, and even 
gives a turn to Trade it felf. 
... Upon this foundation it becomes necef- 
fary, to an Englifh Tradefman, to give him a 
ftate of the Englifh Trade, an account of its 
prefent,not itspaft fituation; and to let him 
fee, not what it has been, but what it is, and 
nbt what a Trade/man was to do forty years a- 
go,but what he is to do now, in order to carry 
on his buftrxefs profperoufly and fucccfsfully. 

Nor has the ftate and nature of Trade on- 
ly fuffer'd a change $ but the Trade/men 
thcmfelves are fallen into more extravagan- 
cies, and make new kinds of excurfions 
out of their bufinefs, run new hazards and 

* dangers, arid arc ruin'd by new and differ- 
ent ways than they did, or indeed than they 

"could formerly. 

i In the good old days of Trade, which 
our Fore-fathers plodded on in, and got 

fEftates too at, there were no Bubbles, no 
Stock- jobbing, no South- fea Infatuations, 
iio Lotteries; no Funcfc, no Annuities, no 
jwying^of Navy Bills, and publick Securi- 
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tics , no circulating Exchequer Bills 5 in $ 
word, Trade was a vaft great River, and all 
the Money in the Kingdom ran down its 
mighty ftream s the whole wealth of the Na- 
tions kept in its Channel , and there were 
ho new Canals or Side-drains laid open tq 
abate its waters, to divert its current, and 
to carry its ftream off from the ordinary 
courfe. 

Whereas now half your Trading Ma- 
nufacturers arc Stock jobbers, and half thie 
flock of the Nation is diverted from the 
channel of Trade to run valle, as I may 
fay, and like a River without banks, to 
drown the flat country, and fpoil the in- 
duftry of the Plough and the Husbandman 
Orlikc a river which ufed to drive many 
Mills, when the Water is by ney/ Drains 
drawn off, and the Stream diverted, they have 
fcarce Water enough left in the ordinary 
Channel to keep the Mills juft jogging on, 
hot in full work, and fomctimes, nay tod 
often, they ftandftill for want of Water* 
whereas fomctimes they have been known, 
to be in danger of blowing up by a too great 
weight upon them. 

In a word, and to leave allegories, Tra^c. 
is limited and ftraightn'd in abundance oSfaiv 
ticks, by the diverting fo vaft a ftock of ready 
Money from it, as our Stocks, and Banks, 
and Funds carry out of that ordinary courfe i 
iandby the reducing Paper Credit to a much 

narrower 
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parrower compafs than it was formerly at> 
and by lcveral other things which are acci- 
dents to Trade particular to, thefe times, and 
which Tradefmen were never acquainted 
with before. 

Tor this reafon a new ftate of Commerce, 
and new Inftru&ions to Trading Manufa- 
cturers, for their carrying on their Trades, 
and for the management of thcmfelvcs, af- 
ter the new methods of Trade, is very fuita- 
ble to thefe times; and muft be ufeful to our 
Trading Manufa&urers , and this is the far- 
ther defign of this Work. 

Previous to this undertaking, and preli- 
minary to this part of it, 'tis neceflary to 
piention, that I am ftill confining my fclf 
in this work to our English Trade $ that is 
%o fay, the home Trade, and home Traders, 
including a little of our (hipping and failing ; 
fofar only as it relates toour inland river na- 
vigation, and the coafting Trade, which be- 
longs to, and is wholly carried on within our 
felves* not at all concerning our (elves with 
the Merchant or the Merchandizing part of 
pur Trade, how great foever it is, and how* 
ever well worth confidering; nay, the 
greater and more worth confidering that 
partem ay be, the more I fliall avoid med- 
ling with it here, referring it to be talk'd 
of in its proper place , well meriting to be 
Ijjokcn of apart, and tinincupibred with 
any other difcourfe. 
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It is no boaft, nor any peculiarity or par- 
tiality to our' felves to fay, that England 4 
is at this time not only a Nation of the. 
grcateft Trade in the World, but is the cen- 
ter of the whole Commerce of Europe at ^ 
leaft, if not the whole trading World. 

I prove it by thefc two heads- 

I. It exports more value of its own pro- 
duce, and of the labour of its own pco- - 
pic, than any other Nation. 

- : . i 

II. It confumes more of the Growth ind 
Produce, Labour and Manufa&ure of j 
foreign Countries, than any other Na- i 
tion. 

The firft fliews the value and excellence 
of its Produce, and of its Manufactures, and 
the demand for them in other Countries. 

And the fecond proves the dependance j 
foreign Nations have upon the EngtifB 
Trade, for the confumption of their Goods, 
and without which they would not know 
how to vent or difpofe of them. 

And to bring it to the point in debate, 
both thefe (hew the grcatnefs and jprodigir 
ous extent of our home Trade, which with- 
out partiality is certainly beyond any other 
Nation in Europe 5 and including Scotland 
*nd Ireland, which yet are not confiderablc 

in proportion tp the reft, greater than all 

" / the*. 
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the reft of the inland Commerce of Europe* 
As to our Plantations or Colonies, they are 
naturally to be included, their people being 
our own, and their confumption always to 
be reckon'd as part of our own, their Pro- 
duce our Produce , and their Wealth our 
Wealth i and fo it is, in all cafes confider'd, 
I fay our Trade fo confider'd, is I believe 
greater than all the inland Trade of Europe. 

It may be worth while, but to takcafhorc 
view here of our importation of Goods of 
foreign growth from abroad, which Goods, 
for. fuch I (hall only mention , are chiefly 
made ufe of, and confumed at home, as for 
fuch as are exported again to other Coun- 
tries, I take little notice of them. 

The Wines and Brandy imported from 
France and Spain, when our Trade was open 
with France, was fo great, that 'tis hardly cre- 
dible; according to an account given in 
from the Cuftom-houfe, they amounted as 
follows. 

Wine 22372 ton. 
Brandy 11291 ton. 

That Trade being fincc check'd by prohi- 
bitions , and high duties , the brandy is 
indeed brought in by fmuggling and clan* 
deftine Trade, fo that no eftimate can be 
piade of it 5 and the channel of the wine 
Trade being turn'd, we imported in the 
year 1621. into the portpf London only, 



Digitized by Google 



- 



4 

i% The Complete 

Portugal wine ^0938 pipes. 

Spanijh wine }$J+7 pipes. 

French wine 999 ton. 

Rhenifb wine 3584. ton. 

All thefc wines arc confum'd at JftQsne* 
befides the fcvcral quantities imported in 
the out- ports of England and Ireland* and 
in Scotland* which tho' uncertain, yet by 
an ordinary computation thus. , 

The importation in the out- ports of 
Great Britain, and including Ireland* efti- 
mated at one third of the quantity import- 
ed at London. 

The importation of wine in Ireland* in- 
cluding French* and inclufivc of the wines 
run on (horc there, and at the JJle of Man* 
are indeed too low in this calculation by 
a great deal. 

The importation of brandy has been nine 
thoufand ton a year, fuppofe it now af 
one half, fo that by eftimation, the Britifh 
Dominions import yearly ftomFrance* Spain, 
'Portugal and Italy* above forty thoufand ton 
of wine and brandy, befides Madera wine 
yearly carried to our Weft India Colonics, 
which, one year with another, amounts to 
above a thoufand pipes a year. 

2. The Silk in bales, raw and thrown filk 
including, the Eaft-Indies and ; China , a- 
piounts to an incredible quantity; all which 

is 
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Is manufa&ured at home, except a very fmall 
quantity fent to Ireland. 

1 000 bales and chefts from India and China 
raw filk. 

2000 baks from Turkey. 

2000 bales from Italy and Sicily* 
The value of this at but 1 00 /. per bale, one 
with another, is 500000 L per Annum. 

3. Add to this, that the fruit properly call'd 
fo, {viz.) raifins, figs, almonds, oranges, le- 
mons, currants, raifins of the fun, particular- 
ly fo called, from Alicant, *Denia and Xevia. 

Other raifins from Malaga, almonds from 
Barbdry. 

Oranges and lemons from Seville, and 
Lisbon, and Malaga. 

Oyl from Seville and Lisbon, Cadiz zti<X 
, OpOrio. 

Other oyl from GaUipoli, as alfo from Ge- 
noa and Leghorn. 

Figs from Faro and Figuera. 

Currants from Zant and Cephalonia. 
Almoflr the whole quantity of thefe are im- 
ported here, thsDutch or French take very 
few of them i except fome oranges and lc- 
* 2x10ns to Holland $ Franc e has them -of their 
own. 

4. The importation of linen from 

Hambro\ Holland, 
Bremen, Flanders, 
- Ruffia, Stetin, 
■ *Dantzick, Koningsbro'. 
' i ' . The 
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The quantity of linen imported yeatly In* 
to England is fo prodigious great, befides 
our own linen now greatly encreas'd from 
Ireland and Scotland, that no eftimate can 
be made of it $ the leaft that I have heard it 
valued at, has been a million fterling per 
Annum. And I have a great deal of reafoft -~ 
to belifeve , that it is very much lefs than 
the quantity amounts to. 

5. Befides the importation of linen-yarn, 
which is manufa&ur'd here, and which is 
now every day encreafing. 

6. Add to this the great confumption of 
other petty imports from Holland, call'd ha* < x 
berdafhry ware, fuch as thread and inclc, 
gimps, bonelace, and other goods of that 
kind, the quantity of which is exceeding/ 
great. As alfo, 

7. Dye fluffs, fuch as woad and madder, 
Ihumack, orchill, &c. 

8. Alfo the great importation of cotton*, 
as well cotton-wool as cotton-yarn from 
Turkey, chiefly from Smyrna and Scaridaroort, / 
with goats hair, camels hair, (Urogram yarn> 
&c. all for Mahufa&uring in England.^ f 

9. Spices of the Indies by way of HoU 
land, cloves, nutmegs, mace, cinnamon, all 
confum'd among our felves/ 

10. Sfanijh wool, an article of great va- 
luej and principally brought hither. 

it. Iron from Sweden, and fome from 
Bifca/ in Spain. 
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12. Naval ftores from the Baltic, (viz.) 
Tar, pitch, rofin, hemp and flax, generally 
call'd naval ftores. 

13. Deals, timber and mafls from Nor- 
way. 

14. Sulphur, (brimftone) and block mar- 
ble, from Naples, Genoa, Leghorn. 

15. Pickles (viz.) anchovies, capers, o- 
lives, &c. from ditto. 

16. Paper from Holla Wand Genoa, a very 
great quantity. 

17. Drugs of many forts from Turkey, 
Barbary, Spain and the Indies. 

y 18. Cochineal, indigo, cocao and_dying 
j#oo£s, from New Spain and Brajil, by way 
of CW*£ and Lisbon. 
- -19. Gold and filver from Guinea, and 
America. 

^ zq. Salt-peter, calicoe's, coffee, tea, red 
*artt\, china ware, diamonds, pearl, and 
fev£ral other goods which I do not men- 
tion/ bqjcaufe they arc exported again ; fuch 
v as wrought iilks of China and Bengal, plain 
and printed callicoes, all prohibited here 
exfceDtthe plain. Let the quantities of thefc 
gooas which are imported here, and which 
zjee cohfum'd at hortie, t be duly confiderd, 
and let them be conjpared with the fmall 
quantities of the lifc£ goqds, or of any othct 
which any of our neighbouring nations im- 
port, and it will eafUy be%cided, whether 

England 
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England may not Juftly bccall'd thecentcf 
of the Commerce of Europe. 

It is true, that the Hollanders do exceed 
tis in fome articles of Trade, which they 
import in greater quantities than England, 
as particularly, 

1. In the quantity of iron from Sweden. 

2. Naval ftores from the Baltic. 

3. Oyl and whale finns from Greenland. 

4. Spices, and filks, and callicoes, from 
the Eafi Indies. 

5. Herrings from the coaft of Scotland. 
6/ Wine and brandy from France. 

1 believe, I dothemjuftice in faying, that 
except thefe fix articles, they do not come 
up to us in the quantity of any one im- 
portation whatfoeveri and none of thefe 
five articles arc imported for their owncon- 
fumption, but are exported again by them, 
to all the other parts of Europe, where they 
are able to difpofe of them. 

Two articles more, indeed, they import 
in vaft quantities, to their great lofs and 
cxpence, which however, bleffed be God, 
we do not want; butfpare a great deal an- 
nually to them for their money, thefe are 
corn and fait. 

The firft, they fetch from Dantzick and 
from Great Britain. 

The laft from Setubal, or St, Ubies neaf 
Lisbon, in the K. of Tortugal's dominions* 

But 
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But all the other goods they import as Mer- 
chants, and export them again, being, as it 
may be faid, only the carriers and brokers 
for the reft of the World. 

But all the importam^iiJ have mentioned 
above, and abundance ipore, which arc con- 
fum'd at home, are mingled with our own 
produce and manufa&ure, and join together, 
to make up the one Immenfc article, of which 
I am fpcaking, call'd lime trade ; and thus , 
I have brought the whole difcourfc, which 
might at firft look like a digreflion, down 
to the Tradefman, who is the man I am 
talking to, and to our inland Trade, which 
is tHc^main fubjeft of our difcourfe. 
- Not only thcfc, but more of other kinds, 
too many to enumerate, and fome equally 
confiderable, from other parts, fupply our 
XrJidfifrnens Shops, befides all the product 
of our Colonies and Plantations, which are 
an import equal to the Spaniards return of 
Plate from Mexico and Teru, and which 
I did . not mention among the reft. Be- 
caufc 

1. They arc the growth and produce of 
our own ColQnies, and fo are to be rec- 
koned, as our own growth ^nd produce, 
as I have hinted before. And 

2. Becaufe great quantities of thofe goods 
arc exported again to other countries, to 
the lingular encreafc of the wealth and com- 
merce of this Nation. , 
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But as far as they arc confum'd at home, 
they mingle, I fay, with our own growth, 
and mafmfa&ures, help to jftore the ware- 
houfes, and cellars of our Shop-keepers, and 
add to the immenfe grcatnefs of ou^inland 
Trade, and fo ftill they come home to oiu_ 
text. 

The particulars of this article of our Plan- 
tation Goods are, 

Sugars, Drugs, Pitch, 

MelafTes, Rice, Rofin, 
Ginger, Tar, * Logwood, 

Tobacco, Turpentine, Fuftic, ? 
Indico, Train oyl, Walnut tree 
Piemcnto, Whalefin, Plank, 
Cotton, i Peltry or Furs, Cedar, 
Cocoa, ! Mafts, Cum alijs. < 

^hther_forcign goods not mention'd be- 
fore, becaufe the quantity is not largc^ are 
fuch as Elephants Teeth from Africa. 

Tamerins or Guinea Grains, Civet and 
Civet Cats, from Ditto. 

Soap from Spain. 

Prunes from France. 

Gauls from Turkey. 

Amber, Harts-horn, Sturgeon, Pot-aflies, 
Oaken Plank , Canvas , from Dantzick, 
and Kotiingsberg. 

Rujfia-lczthcv, and Linfced, from Teters- 
burgh and Riga. - 

Copper 
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Copper in coin'd plates and iron, from 
Sweden. > 

Battery and Plate Brafs, call'd Black-latin, j 
from Holland. 

Tin Plates fingle and ddbblc, call'd white 
Iron, from Saxony by way of Hamburgh. 

Clap^ board and Pipe, and Barrel-ftaves, 
Wainlcots, and Kid-skins, and Drugs, from 
Hamburgh and Bremen. 

Mum, and Hams of Bacon, Iron Chefts ; 
and Kid skinsjfrom "Ditto. 

All thefe, and an innumerable fort of namc- 
lefs particulars more, are not only import- 
ed, but are imported for our own con- 
sumption , and confequently encreafc our 
Manufactures, and encreafe our heme Trade. 

• r 

Nor are all thefe goods fo immediately 
made ufe of at home , as only to be pre- 
fently retailed out to the confumer; in 
which cafe, they would not be of much 
real benefit to the publick flock, and be or* 
Jy a drain for our money, aflifting the fo- 
reign Commerce, and caufing the ballance 
of Trade to run againft us. But many of 
thefe importations run thro' fe^ral^jfarti- 
sular operation&^f Art," Fefore they come 
to ufe 3 and others are manufactured here, and 
fo employ. our poor in great multitudes, 
before; ...rixcy^aaJitKd.for .ufe, and & are 
many ways fubfervient to our home Trade, 

G ;* which 

- . . » *■ ■ 
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which is ft ill the burthen of the fong ; for 
example, 

An account of foreign Materials, which are 
ufed in, or actually are Manufactures of 
England. 

1. The raw filksare dyed, fpun, thrown, 
and then woven into broad and narrow filks, 
ribbons, &c. and fo lofe their fpecies, Jd^ 

* come an Eng/ifb Manufa&urc ; and arc 
now a very great Manufa&ure too. 

2. Cotto n, Cotton-yarn, Hair, Grograms, 
&c. all ufed and manufa&ur'd here at home ; 
and in feveral forts of goods, chiefly Cottons, 
Fuftians, Dimities , and Manchefter wares ; 

— lofing their fpecies , and becoming Englijh 
Manufactures, as the filk. 

3. Kid skins are all manufactured, andlof- ' 
ing the very name of their kind, are fold in ' 
gloves, and that only. 

4. Elephants teeth chiefly made into 
Combs, and Toys, become a Manufadure 
of ivory. 

5. Tin plates are manufa&ur'd by the tin 
men, into all forts of kitchen utenfils, lan- 
thorns, watering-pots for gardens, canifters 
for tea, funnels for chymneys, fpcaking trum- 
pets, and the like, i 

6. Black-latin is manufa&ur'd into all 
kinds of fine bra(s work $ but dpecially 
clock work, movements for watches, wheels, 
crc. _ w :\ 1% Clap- 
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7- Clapboard, Wainfcots and Staves ma- 
nufa&ur'd into cabinet work, wainfeotting \ 
and cooperage for making of casks, 

8. Hemp manufaftur'd by the rope- ma- 
kers JntoaUukiad of ^cordagc^ cables, and 
jigging for (hips. 

9- Swedes iron and copper manufaftur d 
into innumerable cutlery, and foundery , 
and armoury wares, too many to dwell up- 
on. 

10. Sugars, very great quantities, which * 
they call mufcavado's, or unpurg'd fugars, 
are fold to the fugar- bakers or refiners, 
where they pafs an apparent operation call'd.,, 
tho'falfly, fugar-baking, for it Ihould be 
call'd fugar- boiling, and are then fold to 
the Grocers throughout England. 

n. Bcaxcr^hair^ manufadtur'd intojiats. 

11. Spanijh wool mingl'd with our own, 
and wrought into fine broad-cloths and drug- 
gets, call'd therefore Spanijh- cloths, and Spa- 
»/y#-druggets. 

13. All the dye fluffs ufed in their pro- 
per places, for the dyeing all forts of Goods, 

-which pifs that operation, to fit them for 
- the Trade. 

14. Oyl generally ufed in our woollen 
Manqfa&ures, and if not, then made up 

into Soap. 

1 5. Sulphur and Saltpeter manufactured 

again in the dangerous Trade of making 
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# • 

X^usthc vaft import of our Trade Is not 
properly for the immediate propagation of 
luxury,, and the expence of eating and drink- 
s' jng, tho^much gees that way too i but it is 
again employ 'd by many thoufands of hands, 
and eains to thofe hands a comfortable fub- 

v w' — — - — - - 

liflrcncc, to the propagating our Manufac- 
ture, employing our Poor, and fumiftiing 
the Shops and Ware-houfes of the retailer, 
with Goods to the great encreafe of our 
home Trade. 

This is a copious fubj eft indeed; nor is it 
eafy to give a Defcription of it in the nar- 
row compafs to which I am prefcrib'd 5 It 
would rather call for a large Volume in 
Folio, however, I muft do it in little as 
well as I can. 

■ 

Tho' the Trading Manufacturer is defcrib'd 
in the clofe of our firft part, to be only 
fuch as are concern'd in the home Trade ; 
that is to fay, in buying and felling among 
our fclves, exclufive of all that part, which 
we call foreign correfpondence 5 yet the 
home Trade is not confin'd to the Goods 
only made at home, or to the Goods only 
confum'd at home. But the Trading Ma- 
nufacturer I am fpeaking of, is cmploy'd in 
buying and felling, as well the Manufactures 
made at home, and the Growth of the 
Country at home, which are exported into 
foreign Countries, and are bought by the 

Merchants 
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Merchants for that purpofe; as alfoin buy^ 
Jng_and felling the Goods, which are the 
/Growth and Manufacture of foreign Coun^ 
tries; and are imported hcr£ by the Mer- 
chants, but are confum'd at home, or tpade 
ufe'of at home, tho' it be for the fitting 
other Goods for exportation. 

Aifo many of the Goods imported from 
abroad, and which are of the Growth and 
Produce of the Country, from whence they 
come , or the Manufacture of the people 
of thofe Countries, are bought by our 
Tradefmen of thofe Merchants, which 
imported them, and fold again Nett as they 
come, to other Merchants who export them 
again to other Countries $ fo that tho' they 
are exported again , yet paffing thus thro* 
the hands of fome of our Trading Manufac- 
turers, they become on that account a' 
4irsnch of our homeTCommerce, and are a 
£art of the general circulation of Trade 
mehtion'd before. For example, , 

Dye fluffs and drugs of feveral forts, as 
I mentioned in the cafe of carriage, are 
foreign Goods; and are bought of the 
Merchants by the Dry-falter, who is an 
Englijh Trading Shopkeeper; and thefc 
are fold again by the faid Salter to other 
Merchants to be exported again 5 and fo 
far as they pafs thro* the hands of the 

C 4 faid 
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faid Salter, they become an article of our 
home Trade for the time only ; fuch arc 
our Salt-peter, Indico, Shumach, Gauls, 
Logwood, Fuftick,T3r a fiTcto, &c. thefe 
lofe alfo their Appearance, (uffering the 
operation of grinding in a Mill , which 
fometimes caufes them to be bought and 
(WdJeyc&aU^ they come to be 

exported. 

Callicoe's, India Silks, Cotton, Wool, 
Coffee, Tea, Pepper, and in general, al- 
+ ' moft all the forts of Goods imported from 
the Eaft-Indies, arc thus bought and fold j 
firft from the Company, and fecogdly to 
the Merchants, for the faid Exportation ; 
and fo they become an article of our 
1 home Trade in the fame manner s and 
fo of the reft. 

But with this fhort exception for the 
buying and (hipping off foreign Goods; 
which in the language of the Cuftom-houfe 
is call'd exporting by Certificate 5 they have 
alfo another, viz. that they only pafs thro' 
a few handsj the reft of our Trade, 
which may properly , and in a more li- 
mited reftrain'd fenfe be call'd our home 
Trade, coniifts in buying and felling fuch 
Goods of any kind, and of all kinds what- 
foever, as are confum'd at home; whether 
manufa&ured at home or no, and whether 
of our own Growth or no 5 as well what is im- 
ported for our ufe from abroad , as what 

m 
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is exported for other Countries of the Growth 
or Manufa&urc of our Country, and Peo- 
ple at home 5 this 1 take to be a (hort, and yet 
full account, of the Fund at lcaft, of our 
home Trade, and of what our Englifi 
Tradefmen are employ'd in and about. 

The various manner, how thefe Goods 
of ib many forts and kinds are brought to- 
gether, and brought to the fevcral Markets 
where they arc fold; thcjgianner in which 
they pafs from hand to hand, and from 
place to place, which I call the circulation 



more than otherwife would be, a£e the con- 
fequences of that circulation, and which 
are all articles by themfelves, fcrvingtoadd 
to the great mafs of Bufinefs call'd the En- 
UJh home Trade. 

Nor can I exclude that prodigy of Bufi- 
nefs, which tho' it is neither buying or fel- 
ling, making or manufa&uring, planting or 
reaping , yet is to be reckon'd a part of 
Trade; and the People principally manag- 
ing it, are juftly alfo call'd Tradefmen ; I 
mean the article of carriage, by Land and 
by Sea, mentioned in my Introdu&ion, but 
promis'd there to be fpoken to more at 
large. 

N. B. By this article of carriage, which 
I thus call a branch of Trade , I do 



1 of Trade, and the prodigious ri 
People, which are by this means 




not 
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• ■ . 

■ . not mean the Fanner's carrying bis 
corn from the Pield to his Barn, or 
from his Barn to the Market 5 nor the 
Manufacturer carrying his wool to the 
Spinner's, or his yarn from the Spin- 
ners back to his own houfe j the Ba- 
ker's carrying about his bread, or the 
Butcher and Farmet his proviftons to 
Market; no, tho* thefe are for falc$ 
nor do I reckon up an innumerable 
number of fmaller things carried from 
place to place, fuch as Materials for 

, building and repairing, chalk, and lime, 
and dung, &c. for manuring of Land, 
and the like. 

» * 

But by this great article of carriage, I am 
to be underftood, to mean carriage for 
Trade 5 in the capital articles oFlUver and 
Coall Navigation, whether of corn or any 
other Goods > and thc*carriagc of fhopkeep- 
e.rs Goods > Manufactures and Materials 
for Manufacturers, which arc carry'd byftat- 
cd and ufual Carriers for hire, and for the 
particular afliftance of Trade , either by 
Cart, Waggon, or Horfepacks, &c. 

If juft calculations were made of the im* 
menfe fums of Money paid yearly in En- 
gland upon this one occafion, the numbers 
of people, of cattle, and . of (hips which it 
conftantly employs, tho' no calculationjcould 
be made from it, of the value of the Goods 

carried, 
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carried , cfpccially by land carriage ; yet it 
might form fome Ideas in the mind of the 
reader^how prodigious a thing the Com- 
merce it fclf is > and of what importance 
tne people are confequently who carry it 
on. 

It is true, the carriage; of fome heavy- 
Goods, and in their often removes from 
place to place, as well as from hand to hand, 
before they come to the laftconfumer, a- 
mounts feveral times over the value of 
the firft coft^and feveral examples might 
be given of this s as particularly that of 
coals, fait, fifti, tobacco, chalk , potters 
and pipe-clay, and feveral other Goods of 
the like forts, which are bulky or heavy , 
and arc brought either by Sea or by Land- 
carriage a great way. 

How the coals in feveral parts of Eng- 
land* where they are carried twenty to thir- 
ty miies and more, by waggons and horfe- ' 
Carriage , are bought for is. or 4 J- pet 
Chaldron at the Pit, and are worth from 
five to ten times that fum at the con- 
fumcr's, merely by the cxpence of carriage, 
I have mention'd already 5 it muft be add- I 
ed, that where they pay no tax, for the > 
Tax upon coals is only plac'd upon fuch 
coals as are carried, by Sea, the River 
carried" coals paying no part of it, though 
in fome places carried over large arms or 
Baysof the Sea : thus in the cafe of the coals 
2 brought 
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brought from the weft part of TQrkfbire 9 
from' fVakefield, down the Eifver Colder * 
thefc coals are carry'd by Water to Selbyy , 
and then they enter the open Sea, or arm 
of the Sea, which we call the Humbert the 
Air and Ca/der, tho* join'd > lofing their 
names. Thus they pafs the faid H%m- 
ber, where it is fevcral miles broad, and 
then enter the Onfe, and go up by the tidfi 
to the City o(Tork, and yet pay no duty* 
thefc coals arc bought at the Pit for at mbft 
I d. to i 4. per Bufticl, and yet at Tork, tho' 
carried ail the way by Water, are fold for 
7 d. to 8 d. per Bufhcl at cheapeft ; and much 
more fome times. 

The Newcaftle-cods brought by $ea to 
London, arc bought at the Pit, or at thcStcath^ 
which is the Wharf, for under 5 s. per Chair 
dron 5 I fuppofc I fpeak with the moft j but - 
when they come to London^ are not deliver'd 
to the confumers under from 25 to 30 s. per 
Chaldron; and when they are a third^timc 
loaded on board the Lighters in the Thames^ . 
and carried thro' bridge, then loaded a fourth- 
time into the great weft-country Barges, and 
carry'd up the River, perhaps to Oxford, or 
Abbington, and thence loaded a fifth time in 
carts or waggons, and carried perhaps tenor 
fifteen or twenty miles, to thclaft confumci;; 
by this time they are fomctimes fold for 45 to 
50 s. per Chaldron; fo that the 5 s. firftcoA 
including 5 s. tax is encrcafed to five times 

the 
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the prime cofti and becaufe I have menti- 
oned the frequent loading and unloading the 
coals, 7 tis neceffary to explain it here once 
for all, becaufe it may give a light into the/ 
nature of this River and Coaft Commerce, 
not in this thing only, but in many others. 
Thefe loadings are thus, 

,1. They are dug in the Pit a vaft depth 
in the Ground, fometimes fifty, fixty, to a 
hundred fathom, and being loaded, for fo 
the Miners call it, into a great basket or Tub, 
arc.drawn up by a wheel and horfe, or hor- 
fes, (to the day that is to the light) to the top 
. of the fhaft or pit mouth, and there thrown 
out upon the great heap to lye ready againft 
*he Ships come into thePort to demand them. 
/ ; 2. They are then loaded again into a 
great machine call'd a Waggon, which ^ by 
tlic means of an artificial road Call'd a Wag- 
gon way, goes with the help of but one 
hoafc, and carries two Chaldron or more 
at a time ; and this fometimes three or four 
/niles to the nearcft River or Water-carriage 
they come at , and there they are either 
thrown into or from a great ftore-houfe call'd 
ySteib , made fo artificially, with one part 
clofe ti or hanging over the Water, that 
the tight ers or Keels cm come clofe to 
or under it, and the coals be at once Ihot 
out of the Waggon into the faid Lighters, 
which carry them to the Ships * which I 
call the firft loading upon the Water. 
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From the Lighters they arc thrown by 
hand into the Ships, which is the fc- 
cond loading. , 

From the Ships being brought to London, 
they are deli vcrd by the Coal-Meeters 
I into Coal-lighters orVeffelsittthe River, 
which is the third loading. 

From thofe Lighters into the great Weft- 
country Barges, fuppofe for Oxford or 
Abbington, which is the fourth load- 
ing. 

From thofe Barges they are loaded into 
Carts and Waggons, to be carried to 
the refpc&ive Country Towns to the 
laft confumer, which is the fifth load- 
ing. 

But if you include the account of their digging 
and loading into the Waggons, this makes 
fcvenfeveral removes, all which adds to the 
expences, and heightens the price of Coals to 
fuch a degree, as is mention'd above* 

It is the like in feveral other Goods, too 
many to repeat 5 fuch as Salt, Lead, Stone, 
&c. As the workmanfhip adds tp the 
value of Manufactures, fo the carriage to 
that of heavy Goods 5 thus the Tobacco from 
Virginia is bought thence at 1 d. per poilnd, 
and yet by the freight,thc lading firft by Sloops 
there, then unlading by Lighters here, and 
Carts after, to what a rate does it raife the 
Goods ! not to mention the duties to'tbc 
Crown, 

But 
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But from the fc bulky heavy articles, let 
us come to that which is more particular- 
ly a branch of the great Commerce I am 
fpcaking of, namely the carriage of Tradel- 
mens Goods from place to place, for falc. 

This article would Teem very incredible 
were it not to be demonftrated ; the num- 
bers of carriers by waggon and by pack- 
horfes, who arc conftantly going and com- 
ing, between this great City of London, 
and almoft all the Towns of note in Eng- 
land, from beyond Exeter 160 miles South- 
weft, to Edinburgh 300 to 3 40 miles North > 
and from Weft-Chefter 150 miles North- 
weft, to Norwich and Yarmouth 100 miles 
Eaft. 

The number of veflels, horfes and peo- 
pl^employ'd in this carriage is incredible, 
and the Money annually paid for this car- 
riage is foalfo; let fome few articles explain 
it in general. 

It is computed by Authors of good Cre- 
dit , that the County of fflarwfck fends up 
to London yearly, and to Stur bridge- Fair 
'19000 ton of Cheefe. 

. The County of Chejhire, and its adjacent 
Lands, near 30000 ton of Cheefe to Lon- 
don, and all other places. 

The Counties of Suffolk, including Cam- 
bridge flrire and a fmall quantity from Tork , 
fifty thoufand firkins of Butter, each firkia 
Weighs 56 pounds. 

The 
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The quantity of Corn confum'd in the 
City of London and parts adjacent is fo great, 
and the way of its being brought thither 
fo different, as (hall be (hewn in its 
place, that no calculation can be made of 
it, fo I fhall not attempt it ; Tis our great 
felicity in England, that how great and 
grievous focver the Taxes have been, wc 
are not yet come to a Gabelle or tax up- 
on Corn, as is the cafe of Italy, and many 
other Countries, and may in time be our 
cafe, if Wars and publick Perplexities cn- 
creafc upon us. Were that our cafe, wc had 
been able cxa&ly to calculate the quantity 
of Corn brought to this great Market, and 
to all the reft of the great Corn Markets 
in England. 

But it may fuffice at prefent to obferve, 
that befidesthc^prodigtous quantity of Corn, 
and Meal, and ^lalt, brought by Sea, and 
by the navigation of the Thames, and other 
Rivers i fuch as the Medway, the Lea* and 
fevcral fmallcr Rivers to London, the l^Jkfepf 
which isoiot to be fecn in the World i there 
is alfo a very great quantity, cfpecially of 
Meal and Malt, brought by Land- carriage, 
from the Counties of Surrey, Kent, Sujfex, 
and Hampjhire, for the Wheat is carry'd by 
Land even from beyond Winchefter to Farn- 
ham Market, and from thence to the Mills a- 
bout Guildford, and all the Country adjoin- 
ing, and then to London by Water, 

In 
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In like manner Wheat is brought from 
Northamptonshire, nay from Harbro* in Lei- 
cefierfhire, and from Bedford, to the great 
Markets of Hemp/lead, S. Albans, and Hitch- 
in, and being then ground at innumerable 
Mills (in the County of Hertford chiefly, 
which is full of Mills,) is brought by Land- 
carriage to London. 

This vaft carriage of Corn and Meal to 
London, is a branch of Trade, and is to be 
reckoned as fuch, otherwife I (hould not men- 
tion it, having hinted, that I do not rec- 
kon the carriage of Corn to Market, as 
an ordinary part of Trade : But this ar- 
ticle is a part of the great Carriage I am 
fpeaking of, and tis obfcrvable, that there 
arc many Farmers, and others that are not 
Farmers, who keep Teams of Horfes on pur- 
pofe to let them out, for the bringing of 
Corn, and Meal, and Malt to London - y and 
generally thefe Carriages go back laden 
withjCoals, Grocery, Wine, Salt, Oil, 
Iron, Chcefe, and other heavy Goods for 
Shop-keepers and Tradefmen of the 
Country, and it is a very great return they 
make for the mere expencc of this Car- 
riage. 

Here I might branch out this difcourfe very 
profitably, and very mpch for the benefit of 
the Englifb Tradefman, in giving an account 
of the Corn-Trade, the Butter and Cheefc- 
Trade, and the MalEiSS -Trade; three arti* 

Voir. II. D clcs 
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clcs which employ fo much of the Lands 
of England, and fuch an innumerable num* 
ber of our People and Cattle* that they arc, 
and I believe juftly fo cfteem'd, a quarter 

\ part of the whole inland Commerce ; , But ~ 
this wou'd be a task fo difficult, is a fobjeft 
fo nice , fp full of variety, and of ufeful 
Inftru&ion to the Tradcfmen, as well as 
to the landed Men, that unlefs I wou'd 
handle it very lupcrficially , which I de- 
fire not to be guilty of in any thing I 
(ball" fpcak of in this Work , it wou'd be 

* the grcatcft folly imaginable to meddle with 
it. 

The parts of it are fo many, the Chan- 
nels it runs in fo differing and diftantfrom 
one another, and the People are cmploy'd 
in it in fo differing a manner, that it wou'd 
take up a large Volume by it felf. 

It muft fuffice to fay, that England and 
Scotland, which arc now prodigioufly en- 
creas'd in the Produfl: of Corn, and every i 
day more and more encreafing, do fupply - 
a very great part of the Trading Countries, 
I mean on the South and Weft Shores of 
Europe, with Corn, whenever their Crops 
fail, or that by Scarcity or War, or any o- 
ther means, the price in thofc Countries 
makes it worth while to carry it to th^ni. 

It is very fcldom but in fomc parts or 
other theHarvcft fails, differing Climates 
and differing Soils make frequent deficiencies 

in 
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ia Corn, drought ftarves them in Spain, Lo- 
cufts devour 'em in Sicily, and on the coaft of 
Barbary ; excefllve Rains hurt 'em in France* 
and efpccially Hail 5 and the like in Germany > 
and as to Holland, their doors are always 
open to receive Corn, having little, very lit- 
tle of their own 5 not enough, as a good 
Author writing on that fubjeft cxpreffes it, 
to feed their Cocks and Hens. Some or 
other of thefc Markets feldom fail, and 
England lying open by Sea to them all, 'tis 
very feldom but we have a vent abroad. 
. If it happens otherwife, if plenty and a 
good Harvcft blefTcs all the Countries I fpeak 
of, and they call for no Corn for France > 
Spain {Portugal, or Italy, that Blcfling which 
makes the World fmile,jnakcs us mourn j 
'tis a bad article for Great-Britain, that we 
arc, as it may be faid, curs'd with Plenty^ 
In a word, our Produft being more than 
our confumption, and the Corn not find- 
ing a vent, the Farmer is ruin'd, the Land- 
lord can't be paid his Rent, the Lands can- 
iiotJbciiU'd, io the poor are not cmploy'd* 
a ftrangc Paradox! the People fiajcvc by; 
having too much Bread. 

As the Corn-Trade is of fuch confcqucncc 
to us, for the Shipping off the overplus, fo 
it is a very confidcrabie Bufinefs in it fclf * 
the principal People conccrn'd in it, as a 
Trade, are, tho' very numerous indeed, yet 
but of four Denominations. 

V z I. Corn- 
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I. Corn-Faftors- 

II. Meal-Men. 

III. Malfters. 

IV. Carriers. 

I. Corn-Faaorsi thcfe, as Corn is now 
become a confidcrable article of Trade, as 
well foreign Trade or Merchandize, as in- 
land Trade, arc now exceeding numerous \ 
and tho' we had them at firft only in Lon- 
don ^ yet now they are alfo in all the. 
great Corn-Markets and Ports where Corn 
is exported thro' the whole IQand of Bri- 
tain, and in all thofe Ports they generally 
correfpond with the Corn-Fa&ors in Lon- 
don. 

Thefe Corn-Faftors in the Country ride , 
about among the Farmers, and buy the 
Corn, even in the Barn before it isthrcfti'd, 
nay, fometimcs they buy it in the Field 
(landing, not only before it is rcap'd, 
but before it is ripe. This fubtle bufinefs 
is very profitable, for by this means, cun- 
ningly taking advantage of the Farmers by 
letting them have Money before -hand, 
which they, poor Men, often want, they buy 
cheap when there is a profpeft of Corn be- 
ing dear 5 yet fometimes they are miftaken 
too, and arc catch'din their own fnarcj by 
all which you will eafily allow me, that 
thcfe arc one of thofe forts of Tradefmcn, 
who, as I faid, (C&ap. II) ought not to be 

4 fools, 
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fools, and indeed they feldom are fo 5 and 
were they f^m'd for their honcfty, as much 
as they generally are for their underftanding 
in bufinefs, they might boaft of having 
a very fhining chara&er. 

II. Meal- Men ; thefe generally live either 
in London , or within thirty Miles of it, 
that employment chiefly relating to the Mar- 
kets of London 5 they formerly were the 
general buyers of Corn , that is to fay, 
Wheat and Rye, in all the great Markets 
about London, or within thirty or forty 
jNJiles of London, which Corn they ufed 
to bring to the neareft Mills they could find 
to the Market, and there have it ground, 
and then fell the Meal to the Shopkeepers, 
called Meal-men in London. 

But a few Years pad has given a new 
turn to this Trade 5 for now the JSakers in 
London, and the parts adjacent, go to the 
-Matkeii themfelvcs, and have cut out the 
Shopkeepdng Meal-men ; fo the Bakers are 
the Meal-men, and fell the fine Flower , to 
private Families, as the Meal-men ufed to doj 
and as the Bakers have cut out the Meal- 
fhops in London, fo the Millers have cut 
out the Mealmcn in the Country 5 and 
whereas they formerly only ground the 
Corn for the Meal-men, they now fcorn 
|hatLlradc, buy ti>e Corn, and grind it for 
ibSfnfclves j fo the Baker goes to the Mil- 
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ler <br his Meal, and the Miller goes to 
the Market for the Corn. 

It is trtie, this is an anticipation in Trade, 
and is r againft taat ftated wholcfomc rule 
of Commerce, which I mention'd before, 
*uiz>. That Trade ought to pafs thro' as 
many hands as it can, and that the cir- 
culation of Trade , like that of the 
Blood, is the life of the Commerce. But 
I am not directing to what fliou'd be, but 
telling what is ; 'tis certain, the Meal-men 
sic in a manner cutout of the Trade, both 
in London and in the Country too, except 
ir be !i)o>c Country Meal-men who fend 
Meal ro -London by Barges, from all the 
Coua/ics boi J. riny on the Thatnes y or on 

v * navi: ^ ! >ic River running into the 
Thames, Weft, and ibmc about Chichefter, 
Arnndcly and the coaft of Sujjex and Hamp- 
fiire, who fend Meal by Sea^i and thefc arc 
a ki,:d cf Meal-Merchants, and have Fac- 
tors at Lemon- to fell it for them, either 
•st Queen-kith^ the great Meal-Market of 
Izi-ngls^dy or at other fmaller Markets. ' 

2Jy tail, change of the Trade, the Mil- 
lers, cf ; oo jiiy in that part of England which 
lb uL'^r ■.;.<.- Thames who in former times were 
ctu ar/d People of a very mean Employ- 
ment, rue now become Men of vaft Bufi- 
n^isj jiici it is not an uncommon thing to 
have i-viills upon ibmc of the large Rivers^ 

near 
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near the Town, which are let for three or 
four hundred pounds a year rent. 

III. Malfters; thefe arc now ao longer 
Farmers, and as might be faid , working 
labouring People, as was formerly the cafe, 
when the public expence of Beer and Ale, 
and the number of Ale-houfes was not io 
great, but generally the moft confiderablc 
[ Farmers malted their own Barley, cfpecial- 
ly in the Towns and Countries } and from 
whence they fapplicd London, and almoft 
every farm houfe of note. 

As the demand for Malt encrcas'd, thofc 
Farmers found it for their purpofc to make 
more and larger quantities of Malt, than 
the Barley they thcmfelvcs fowed wou'd fup- 
ply, and fo bought the Barley at the fmal- 
, ler Farms about them; till at length the 
Market for Malt ftill encreafing , and the 
profits likewife encouraging, they fought far 
ajnd near for Barley ; and at this time the 
Malting Trade at Ware, Hartford, Royfton, 
Hitchin, and other Towns on that fide 
of Hcrtfordjhire, fetch their Barley twenty, 
thirty, or forty Miles, and all the Barley they 
can get out of the Counties of EJJex, Cam- 
bridge, Bedford, Huntingdon, and even as far 
as Suffolk, is little enough to fupply them ; 
and the like it is at all the Malt-making 
Towns upon the River of Thames, where 
the M^lt-Trade is carried on for fupply of 
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London, fuch as Kingfton, Chert fey, Wtndfvr % 
High-Wickham> Reading, fVallingford, Ab- 
bington, Tame, Oxford, and all the Towns 
adjacent 5 and at Abb'rngton in particular they 
have a Barley - Market , whe^c you fee 
every Market - day four or five hundred 
Carts and Waggons of Barley to be fold at 
a time, ftanding in rows in the Market place, 
befides the vaft quantity carryM dircftly to 
the Malftcrs houfes. 

The MaltrTrade thus encreafing, it foon 
came out of the hands of the Farmers > for 
either the Farmers found fo much Bufineft, ' 
?nd to fo much advantage in the Malting 
Trade, that they left off Ploughing, and put - 
off their Farms, flicking wholly to the Malt ; 
or other Men, encouraged by the apparent 
advantage of the Malting Trade, fct it up by 
it felf, and bpught their Barley, as is faid 
above of the Farmers when their Malt Trade 
firft encreafed, or both thefe together, 
which is mod probable 5 and thus Malting 
became a Trade by it felf. 

Again, tho* the Farmers then generally 
left off Malting in the manner as above 5 
yet they did not wholly throw themfelves 
put of the profit of the Trade, bur hir'd the 
making of their own Malt 3 that is, to put 
out their Barley to the Malt-houfes to be 
made on their account ; and this occafion'd 
many Men to ereft Malt-houfes chiefly to 
make Malt only fox pt^er people, at fp 
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much per Quarter, as they could agree; 
and at intervals, if they wanted full em- 
ploy, then they made it for themfeives : of 
thefe I (hall fay more prefently. 

It is objefted by fome, that this Malting 
or Malt-making is not a Trade, but a Manu- 
facture, and that the Malftcrs, therefore, 
fhou'd not be rank'd among the Tradefmcn, 
of whom^his Work has all along been fup- 
pofed to fpeak. 

But my anfwer will reconcile this. by the 
hclp^of two diftin&ions. 

1. We muft diftinguifh between Tradcf- 
men that arc Shopkeepers, and which 
are properly fpoken of in the former 
part of this Work, and Tradefmen, 
who tho' they "are dealers, and that 
perhaps as confiderabjy ^ the others, 
jet by the courfc of then; Bufincfs, ~ 
tranfaft their Affairs in another man- 
ner, of whom there arc a very great 
variety, and whom we muft diftinguifh 
not in this Trade of Malting only/ 
but in fcveral other articles of Bufmcfs, 
of which we may have occafion to 
fpeak. '■. 4 » - 

z. In this particular Trade of Malting, 
we muft diftinguifh between thofc Mal- 
fters who make their Malt themfeives, 
and .fell it either at home or at Loth 
I 4on> ind who are very properly call'd 
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Tradefmen, and thofc Malftcrs, tfho, 
as above, arc only working Malftcrs, 
and make it for other Mcn^at a cer- 
tain price per Quarter, for the mere la- 
bour of the operation 5 thefe are indeed 
Manufa&urcrs of Malt, and with them 
the Malt is a Manufacture and no more 5 
as in the City of London, there are 
Goldfmiths who keep Shops, - fell 
wrought Plate, Rings, and fevcral o- 
ther things of Silver and Gold, and buy 
old Plate 5 and thefe are very juftly cal- 
led Tradefmen, and diftinguifti'd as fuch 
by the name of Goldfmiths 5 and there 
are at the fame time Plateworkers, who 
Melt, Caft and Hammer up all forts 
of Plate and other valuable things of 
Gold or Silver, and thefe arc call'd 
working Goldfmiths or Silvcrfmiths, 
and arc very properly call'd Smiths, 
for they arc mere Manufacturers and 
Workmen, and the Plate , as it comes 
out of their hands, is a Manufacture, 
and no more, 

Thefe diflin&ions will fet us right in our 
judging of who are, and who arc not to be 
call'd Tradefmen in the fenfe of this dif- 
courfe 5 fo that when we dircft our Inftruc- 
tions to the Complete Tradefman y we may 
know who wc arc talking to, and who 
not. 

' " It 
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It is with this diftin&ion, that I mcnti- 
on'd the Corn faftors in the laft article be- 
fore this as Tradefmcn, tho' they keep no 
Shops 5 and they muft be mentioned again 
here 5 becaufc as the Malt-Trade is now be- 
come fo great, there are great numbers 
of thofc Factors who fell no other Grain 
(for Malt is ftill a Grain) than Malt > and 
arc, as we may fay, agents for the Malfters 
who ftay in the Country , and only fend 
up their Goods, and afliftants to thofc Mal- 
fters who come up thcmfclves. 

The mentioning thefc Factors again here, 
naturally brings me to obferve a new way 
of buying and felling of Corn, as well as 
Malt, which is introdue'd by thefc Faftors 
a pra&ice greatly encreas'd of late, tho' it is 
an unlawful way of Dealing, and many 
ways prejudicial to the Markets ; and this 
is, buying of Corn by famples only : the 
cafe is thus. 

The Farmer that has perhaps twenty load 
of Wheat in his Barn, rubs out only a few 
handfulls of it with his hand, and puts it 
into a little money bag, and with thisfam- 
ple,as 'tis calPd,in his pocket, away he goes 
to Market. 

When he comes there, heftands with his 
little bag in his hand at the particular 
place where fuch bufinefs is done, and there 
the JFa&ors or Buyers come alfo j the Fadtor 
Ipoks on the fample, asks his price, bids, and 
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then buys j and that not a fack or a load, but 
the whole quantity s and away they go to- 
gether to the next Inn to adjuft the bat- 
gain. 

This adjufting the bargain is thus; The Fac- > 
tor demands how much he has of the Corn, 
he fettles that at twenty load, more or lefs, 
as the mow may come outs then how loon 
he can have it, ready threlh'd, dean'd and 
deliver'd, and the time is agreed* on. 

The Farmer inquires where he muft de- 
liver it, which is generally agreed to be ci- 
ther to fuch or fuch Hoys or Barges, or Vef- 
fcls, as the neareft navigation to the place j 
or at fuch and fuch Mills, if it be Wheat , 
as are neareft to be ground at - 9 (this laft is, 
if the buyer ads for a Meal-man or Miller.) 
The next demand is the payment, and that 
is adjufted to be at the delivery, or per- 
haps the Faftor will be fo kind to the Far- 
mer as to bring it to his houfc, if not far 
off 5 upon this the Faftor gives earn eft, and 
fo the whole barn, or ftack, or mow of 
Corn is fold at once $ and not only fo, but 
'tis odds but the Faftoc. deals with him ever 
^fter by coming to his hojufe, and fo the 
. Farmer troubles the Market no more. . 
' This kind of Trade is chiefly carried on in % 
thofe Market-Towns which are at a fmall 
diftance from London, ox at lcaft from the. 
River Thames ; fuch as Rumford, Dartfordy 
Qrayes, Rofhejier, Maidjlont, Chelmsford, 
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Maiden, Colchefter, Ipfwich, and fo down 
on both fides the River to the Northfore* 
lands and particularly at Margate, and 
fPhitftaple, on one fide 5 and to the coaft 
of Suffolk, and along the coaft both ways 
beyond, and likewifc up the River; alfo 

At thefc Markets you may fee, that be- 
sides the Market-houfc where a fmali quan- 
tity ofXorn perhaps is fecn, the place men- 
tioned above, where the Farmers and Fac- 
tors meet is like a little exchange, where 
all the reft of the Bufinefs is tranfatted, and 
where an hundred times the quantity of 
Corn is bought and fold, as appears in facks 
in the Market- houfe ; it is thus in particu- 
lar at Grayes, and at ^Dartfordh and tho' 
on a Market-day there are very few Wag- 
gons with Corn to be feen in the Market, 
yet the Street or Market-place, nay, the 
Towns and Inns arc throng'd with Far- 
mers, and famples on one hand, and with 
Meal-men, London -Bakers, Millers, and 
Corn-Fattors, and other Buyers on the other 5 
the reft of the Week you fee the Waggons 
and Carts continually coming all Night, 
and all Day, ladenwith Corn of all forts to be 
deliver'd on board the Hoys, where the Hoy- 
men ftand ready to receive it, and general, 
ly to pay for it alfo 5 and thus a prodigious 
Corn-Trade is manag'd in the Marker, and 
little or nothing to be fecn of it. 

Now tho' this is openly done, nor do I 
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fee it will be ever practicable to prevent it, 
yet it mud be acknowledg'd, that this is a 
really clandeftinc Trade, utterly unlawful, 
and may fometimes be very inconvenient, as 
it opens the door to the fatal and forbid- 
den Trade of engrofling, regrating, foreftal- 
ling the Markets, and the like, which in 
cafes of fcarcity may be, and fometimes has 
been very injurious to the public, and efpe- 
cially to the poor. 

It is alio a great injury to the Markets 
as well to the Market-Towns, in prevent- 
ing the. concourfc of People, and horfes, 
and carriage to the place, which affedts the 
whole Trade of that Market, as is vifiblc 
in thofe Towns where it is pra&is'd to a 
great degree 5 as alfo to the Market , as a 
property 5 for the Markets of England are 
frequently the particular Eftatcs of private 
Perfpns, and the Markets in Corporations 
are generally the Ettate and Property of the. 
Corporation as a body Politic. 

But it is not our bufinefs here to difcourfc 
of thelnjuftice in this part of Trade, but to 
defcribe it, and give an account that it is 
fo. There are many branches of this Corn- 
Trade, which vary as the circumftances of 
time, and of public Affairs influence it; by 
which frequent prohibitions, and rcftraints 
are laid upon the Exportation, and fome- 
times Limitations of the price: But thefe 
things arc too long for this place. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. L 

Of the Principles and Subject of the 
Home -Trade ^ about which our 
Tradefmen are more particularly 
employ d. 

» 

TH E Introduftion having frequently 
led mi from fpcaking of and to 
the Tradefmen of Great- Britain, 
to the Trade it felf, efpecially as it is ex- 
plained to mean the Home-Trade, cxclufive 
of the Merchandizing part of Bufincfs : I 
am now of courfe to fpeak of the othes 
parts or branches of that Trade, not men- 
tioned in the faid Introduction 5 and it feems 
proper to difpatch thefc feveral branches 
together, that our account of things may 
not be confus'd. 

The Home-Trade of England* as is noted 
already, may be understood to confift of 
things produe'd at Home , or things im- 
ported from Abroad ; and as all thtfe gradu- 
ally come into the hands of the Tradef- 
man, fo they more particularly become 
the fubjc&of the Home-Trade : The Goods 
imported from abroad are bought by the 
Tradefman from the Merchant importer 5 
the Goods produe'd at home are, in like 
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manner, bought from the Grower of firft 
Producer 5 fuch as Wool from the Grafter, 
Corn from the Farmer, Metal from the 
Miner, and the like ; or from the Merchant 
or Maker, fuch as Woollen Manufactures 
from the Clothier, Cotton Manufactures 
from the Maker, Leather from the Tanner, 
Earthen-ware frofn the Potter, wrought 
Iron from the Black- fmith, wrought-Blafcc 
from the Silver- fmith, and the like j and thus 
thefc alfo become the fubjeft of Tirade, 
and fb employ the Tradefmen of whom I 
have been fpeaking. ' : - 

Of the Goods imported from abroad and 
bought of the Merchant, I have fpoken in 
the Introduction. Thefe foreign Importa-, 
tions coming into the ShopkceperVhandV 
or into the hands of Manufacturers, who, as I 
have faid, are. fo far the Cdnfumcrs, arc 
now no more to be treated as foreign, but^ 
the branches of the general home Confump- 
tion, and in part are the fupport of the 
Tradefmen of England. 

The next and chief article is our own 
produCl or inland Goods in general, and 
thefe, as ab(me 0 are divided into two 

heads. — < « 

• . ■• ■ ■ 

. ■ * 4 t ■ 

i 

I. The mere product of Nature, fuch as 
arc alfo mentioned before, viz. Wool, 
Skins, Hides, Corn,' Coals, Metals, 
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II. Theproduftof Art, fuchaswemorc 
particularly and properly call Manufac- 
ture- . j 

r 

Both the fe arc the fubjeft of Trade, and 
the fupport of the Tradefmen of Great-Bri- 
tain, of whom I am fpeaking * and llnce 'tis 
nc.ccflfary tadefcribs; them more particular- 
ly,I (hall dp it fo as that the Tradefman 
may deceive Inftru&ion too in his bufinefs 
-from the defcription, and fomake this part 
of the Work ufeful to him, as a Tradef- 
man, as well as the other. I begin with 
the Manufaftures. • 

The Manufa&urcs of Great-Britain, are 
fo\ prodigious in quantity, that the variety 
of kinds is fcarce taken J notice of ; nay, 
fome have their thoughts fo engrofs'd by 
the Woollen and Clothing Manufacture, 
that when you name the word Manufacture, 
they woud underftand nothing but the 
Woollen Manufacture, they wou'd have it 
be eall'd The Manufacture, as if there were 
no Manufacture, or that nothing was to 
be eall'd a Manufacture, but what was made 
of Wool 5 whereas Great-Britain> as wc 
fhall fee in its courfe, has her people em- 
ployed in many very ufeful Manufactures, 
and that fuch as make very confiderable 
articles in our Commerce as well our home, 
Trade as our foreign Trade , giving bufi- 
nefs to the Tradefman and ro the Mcr- 
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chant alio, as it docs like wife employment 
and wages to the poor. 

In giving an account of thefe Manufac- 
tures it will be very ufcfui to the Tradcfman 
to obferve, not only what the Manufafturcs 
themfelves arc, their names and kinds, but 
where they are principally made, and in what 
part of the Country^ that fojhe Tradcfmen 
dealing in thofe Goods may have at leaft 
a general notion of the Manufaaure it fclf, 
what it is, how made, and where to cn-^ 
quire after it. 

But here, previous to the fcvcral fpecics 
of the Woollen Manufaaure, there is a nS- 
celTary obfervation to be made relating to the 
firft and general operation of the thing call- 
ed Wool j however plain and eafy the road 
of Manufafturing may be, or rather appears 
.to be, I muft let theTradefmen know, that 
the apparatus in general is in itfelf very 
confiderable, and almoft equal to the Ma- 
nufaaure itfelf i and that in order to undcr- 
ftand the Manufaaure, it is ncceffary to 
underftand the fevcral things done in or- 
der to prepare the materials, and the many 
hands thofe materials pafs thro' before they 
come to the finifher, or, as I may call him, 
the Matter Manufaaurer who fends them to 
Market, by whom they come to the Tradcf- 
man himfelf. 

The Wool and the Oil mentioned in 
our beginning, as the great principles pf 

the 
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the Maijpfa&ure in general, are brought by 
differing channels to the hands of the Ma- 
nufacturer i and indeed pafs a long way in 
the ordinary channel of Trade, before they 
meet at the Clothier's houfe. 

The Oil has already been mention'd, it 
chiefly comes from Gallipoli, a City in the 
gulph of Otranto in Italy ^ and in the King- 
dom of Naples, or from Seville, and Cadiz, 
in Spain&nd from Faro, Figuera, Lisbon, and 
Oporto in Portugal $ but the greatcft quan- 
tity is that from Gallipoli; I need not add 
that this is imported by the Merchant, bought 
by the Tradefman, and fold to the Manu- 
facturer. 

The Wool has many Channels as well 
/rom Abroad as at Home. 

I. Wool from Abroad makes only two 
Articles. . , 

1 . Spanijh-wool, of which I need fay no 
more than as is faid of the Oil, 'tis im- 
ported from Spain by the Merchant, 
and chiefly from Bilboa, is bought by 
the Tradefman , fold again to the 
Clothier, being moftly ufed up with the 
EngliJb-woo\ , and mixt together, the 
Spanifh being too fine, and (hort, to ufe 
by itfelf,cxcept in fome particular goods* 

2. Irijh*wool y this comes over by allow- 
ance fettled by Parliament, and is only 
admitted to be imported at the fol- 
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lowing Ports, viz. at Biddiford 9 Barn- 
Jiaple, Minheady Brijiol % and Liverpool > ■ 

N. B. We have fometimes, and in fmali 
quantities, a good fort of Wool from 
Bar bar the African Wool being of 
good fubftance, a long full ftaple, and 
not very coarfe. 

N. B. It might be noted, that if the 
Spaniards were an induftrious, diligent 
People, and undcrftood any thing of 
Improvement, and efpccially of Ma* 
nufa&uring, and wou'd furnifli them- 
felves with this Wool of Barbary, and - 
mix it with their own, it wou'd work 
as well together as could be defird, 

. and they might make as good a Ma- 
nufacture as our Spanijh-Cloths $ but 
they have neither the art or the appli* 
cation. 1 '-*> 

1 4. * 

Alfo we have fometimes Wool import- 
ed from Turkey and is called Caramania- 
Wool, which is very good, but the quan* 
tity is but fmall. 

3. The EngliJh-Wool % This is the main 
article, the fubftance of the whole Manu- 
facture, and confequently the chief article 
in all the Home Trade of Great-Britain. 

But we muft not pafs it over, that this 
Wool takes a great many feveral turns 
thro' a great many hands, and appears in 
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- many fcvcral Shapes, fuffers a great ma- 
ny feveral Operations, and even alterations, 
before it comes to the Manufafturer or 
Clothier, and in thofe various turns of its 
/pedes, it may be faid to be for fome time 
in the hands of the Tradcfman, and is ma- 
naged as an article of the Home-Trade, and a 
very confiderable article too ; tho* afterwards 
it ccafes to move in that channel, and be- 
comes a material in the hand of the Labou- 
rer . or Manufacturer as you will fee in its 
order. 

.Firft, The Wool itfelf bcin£ taken from 
the Shecps back, either by (the Sheerer) the 
Farmer, or by the Fellmonger from the 
Skin, the Creature being dead, becomes a 
fubjed of Trade, andiscither fold to the Sta- 
ler, that is the Wool- Merchant, and by him 
"to the Manufacturer, or is carried by the Far- 
£KT x jand Fellmonger, as is fomctimcs the x 
cafe, to the particular Counties where v it 
is confum'd, 

Thefe Staplers and Wool - dealers -arc 
fcatter'd all over the Kingdom, and arc a 
very important and confiderable fort of 
Tradefmen , being the firft Tradefmen into 
whofe hands the faid Wool comes for falc % 
the principal Towns in England, where they 
are found to be in any numbers together, are 
in London, or Southward rather, being prin- 
cipally in Barnaby-ftreet, and the Town of 
Bland ford in ^Dorfetfhire $ there are alfo 
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fome in Norwich and in Lincoln ftire> and 
Lcicefterjhire a great many. 

Sturbridge-f air is famous for the great 
quantity of Wool fold there , and which 
goes beyond any other Fairs or Markets in 
all the North or Eaft part of England. 

But wherever the Wool is carried, and 
by whomfoever it is fold, this of courfc 
brings it to the firft part of its Manufactur- 
ing, and this confifts of two operations, 

1. Combing. 

2. Carding. 

The Combers arc a particular fet of Peo- 
ple, and the combing a Trade by itfclf 5 the 
carding on the other hand is chiefly done 
by Workmen hired by the Clothiers them- 
felves ; the Combers buy the Wool in the 
Fleece, or in the Pack, and when it is comb- 
ed, put it on to the next operation on their 
own account 5 the Carding is generally done 
by hired fervants as above $ thefe operati- 
ons hand on the Wool to the next, which 
is common to both, viz. the Spining. 

But before it comes this length it re- 
quires ^prodigious number of People, Hor- 
lcs, and carriages ( Carts or Waggons) to 
carry it from place to place 5 for the People 
of thofe Countries where the Wool is 
grown, or taken as above, arc not the Peo- 
ple who fpin it into Yarn. 

Gn the contrary, fome whole Couhtics 
and parts of Counties arc employ 'd in Spin- 
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ing, who fee nothing of any Manufa&ure 
among them, the mere Spining only ex- 
cepted. 

Thus the Weavers of Norwich, and of 
the parts adjacent, and the Weavers of Sfit- 
tle fields in London, fend exceeding great 
quantities of Wool into remote Counties 
to be fpun, befides what they fpin in both 
thofe populous Counties of Norfolk apd 
Suffolk > particularly they employ almoft the 
whole Counties of Cambridge, Bedford, 
and Hertford $ and befides that, as if all this 
part of England was not fufficient for them, 
they fend a very great quantity of Wool 
one hundred and fifty Miles by Land-car- 
riage into the North, as far as fVefimorland 
to be fpun, and the Yarn is brought back 
in the fame manner to London, and to 
Norwich. 

This vaft Confumption of Wool in Nor- 
Jblk^znd Suffolk is fupply'd chiefly out of 
Lincolnjhire, a County famous for the large 
breed of Sheep bred up for the fupply of . 
the Lwdbtf- Markets, as the IfieJlern-lAzvwi- \ 
fa&urers arc fupply'd from Lticefterjhire, of 
which in its place. 

Nor is all this fufficient ftill, but as if all 
England yas not able to fpin fufficient to 
the Manufa&urc* a very great quantity of 
Yarn ready fpun, is brought from Inland, \ 
landed at Brijlol, and brought from thence 
. - : £ + . / . . by fl • 
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by Dand- carriage to London, and then to 
Norwich alfo. 

The County of EJfex, a large and exceed- 
ingly populous County, is chiefly taken up 
with the great Manufa&ure of Bayes and 
Perpcts* the Confumption of Wool for this 
Manufa&ure is chiefly bought of the Sta- 
plers in London \ the forting, oyling, comb- 
ing, orotherwifc preparing the Wool, is the 
work of the Matter Manufa&urer or Bay- 
maker 5 and the Yarn is generally fpun 
in the fame County, the extent of it be- 
ing not lefs than between fifty and fixty 
Miles fquare, and full of great and popu- 
lous Towns * fuch as Colchefter, Braintree, 
Cogfba/l, Chelmsford ', B iller ecay , Bi/hop- 
ftafford, Saffron-walden, Waltham, Rum- 
ford, and innumerable fmallcr, but very po- 
pulous Villages, and in a word, the whole 
Country full of People. 

The Weftern part of England, fuperior 
both in Manufa&ures, and in numbers 
of People alfo, are neither to be fupplied 
either with Wool, or with Spining, among 
thcmfelves, notwithftanding two fuch articles 
in both, as no other part of England can . 
come up to, no, not by a great deal, (viz.) 

> 

I. Notwithftanding the innumerable 
$ numbers of Sheep fed upon thpfe al- 
moft boundlefs Downs, and Plains in 
the Counties of Ziorfet, Wilts > Glou- 

cefitry 
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cefter , Somerfet , and Hampjhsre 9 
where the multitudes, not of Sheep 
only, but even of Flocks of Sheep, arc 
not to be rcckon'd up ; infomuch that 
the People of Dor cbefter foy, there 
are fix hundred thoufand Sheep always 
feeding within fix Miles round that 
one Town. 

2. Notwithftanding the large and moftpo-' 
pulous Counties of Wilts* Somerfet* 
Gloucefter and Devon, in which the 
Manufa&ure being fo exceeding great, 
all the Women Inhabitants may be 
fugpofed to be thoroughly employ'd 
in (pining the Yarn for them 5 and in 
which Counties are, befides the popu- 
lous Cities of Excefter, Salisbury, Wells, 
Bath, Briftol, and Gloucefter 5 1 fay, be- 
fides thefe the greateft Towns, and the 
greateft number of them , that any o- 
thcr part of the whole Kingdom of 
Great- Britain can fliew 5 fome of which 
exceed even the great Towns of Leeds, 
Wakefield, Sheffield, &c. in the North; 
fuch as, Taunton, 'Divizes, Tiverton, 
Crediton, Bradford, Trowbridge, Wefi- 
bury, Froom, Stroud, Biddiford, Ba*n- 
ftaple, Dartmouth, Bridgewnter, Mtn- 

. head, Tool* Weymouth, Dorchefter , 
Blandford, Wimbourn, Sberborn, Gtren- 
cefter, Honiton, Warminfter, Tezz ks- 
bury, Tedbury, Stroud, Malrnsbury , 

4 and 
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and abundance of others , too m»hy to fet ' 
down ; all which I mention, because thofe 
that pretend to have calculated the num- . 
bcrs of People employ 'd in thtCt four Coun- 
ties, affure me, that there are not fo few 
as a million of People conftantly employ'd 
there, in Spining and Weaving, for the - 
Woollen Manufa&ure only; that befides 
the great Cities,„Towns and Sea-ports men- 
tion'd above, there arc not lefs than one hun- 
dred and twenty Market Towns, fix large 
Cities, and fifteen hundred Pariflies, fome 
of which are exceeding full of People. * 

And yet notwithftanding all this, fuch is 
the greatnefs of this ^prodigious Mwufat- 
ture, that they are faid to tak^earlxJthirtjt. 
thoufabd packs of Wool, and twenty five 
thoufand packs of Yarn ready fpun from 
Ireland. 

From hence, take a fhort view of the 
middle part of England 5 Leicefter, and Nor* 
thampton, and /Warwick/hires, having an in- 
numerable number of large Sheep, which, 
as is faid of Lincolnshire, arc bred for -the 
London Markets, the Wool confequently is 
of an exceeding long ftaple, and the finefs 
is known alfo to be extraordinary. 

This Wool is brought every week, Turf 
day and Friday, to the Market at Cireneef- 
ter, on the edge of Gl6ucefter and tViltSi 
the quantity is fuppos'd to be at leaft five 
hundred packs of Wool per Week, | 

Here 
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. Here it is bought by the Wool- combers 
jin^ Carders of Tedbury, Malms bury, and 
the Towns on ail that fide of Wilts* and 
Gloucejler 5 befides what the Clothiers them- 
fclves buy ; Thefe Carry it out far and near 
aftiong the poor People of all the adjacent 
Countries for thefpining, and having made 
the Yarn they fupply that' Manufacture as 
far as Froom, Warminjler and Taunton, and 
thus the Weft Country is furniflicd. 
' The North requires another Infpeftion, 
the reft of the Leicefterjhire Wool-Mer- 
chants, who do not bring their Wool South- 
ward, carry it forward to the North, to 
Wakefield f , Leeds, and Hallifax 5 here they 
mix it with, and ufe it among the Northern 
Wool, which is not eftcem'd fo fine. 

Not forgetting, notwithftanding, that they 
have a great deal of very fine Wool, and 
of a good ftaple from the Wouldsor Downs 
in the Eaft riding of Torkjhire, and from the 
Bilhoprick of Durham, m'orc. e'fpccially the 
Banks of the Tees, where for a long way, the 
grounds are rich, and the Sheep thought 
to be the largeft in England. . ' 

Hither all the fined W ool of thofe Coun- 
tries is brought, and the coarfer fort, and 
thcjScots Wool, which comes into Halli* 
fax, Rochdale, Bury, and the Manufafturing 
Towns of Lancashire , Wejlmor eland ' , and 
Cumberland is cmploy'd in the coarfer Ma- 
nufactures of thofe Countries, fuch as Ker- 
" ' 4 ^ fas, 
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fics, half-thicks, Yarn-ftockings, Duffcldsi 
Ruggs, Turkey-work Chairs, and many o- 
ther ufcful things, which thofe Countries 
abound in. * • : 

Thus you have in as few Words as may 
be, a Scheme of the difpofition of the Wool, 
as it is the apparatus to the Woollen Manu- 
fa&ure, as well before it comes to be fpun 
into the Yarn, as after. 

It remains to give the Tradefman a like 
view of the Manufa&ure itfelf, when finish- 
ed, and made fit for the Market, that is to 
fay, for the Tradefmen, how they plcafeto 
difpofe them afterwards, is a thing by it- 
felf. 

The feveral Manufa&urcs of Great- 
Britain, as they are fettled for the making 
part in the feveral Counties, Towns, and 
Villages of England, are as follow. 

N. B. It is not to be underftood, that 
thefc Manufactures are all made, or only 
made in the Towns or Counties here 
appropriated to them, or arc made no 
where elfe ; on the contrary, fomc^Ma- 
nufa&urcs are made in feveral places 
at the fame time, and that in conTuftp- 
able quantities, as Shalloons, Druggets, 
Kerfies, Stockings, Stuffs, Chamlets, 
Chenys, and feveral other Goods, as 
by the following Tables of the Manu- 
facturing places will appear. 

J Table 
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h^t ABLE of Manufa&ures, as well of Wool, 
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as of Metals, Minerals, &Y. 

""mix'd or med- C Wilt/hire, Somerfetjhire, 
ley Cloths <WorceJierJbire, Kent, 
made in {.Surrey, and Devon/hire. 

Salisbury, Shrewsbury 

Plain white Cloths " 
for dying made at 



Broad- 
Cloth 

is abt 



Narrow Woollen- Cloths 
mix'd, called Dozens , 
made in the Weft-riding 
of Torkjbire at 
Druggets, Du-^of many De 
roys, Serges \ nominations 
and Stuffs, "*) made chiefly 
Cin 




Worcejler, Cirencejler , 
and through all Glou- 
cejierfoire. 
Leeds, 
Wakefield, 
Bradford, 
Hutbersfield, 
Wilts, Q Norwich 
Somerfet, \ and Nor- 
Berk/hire, )/olk, Spit- 
the Huffs \jlefields, 
.at JBriftol, 

fiarlingto 




Cumberland 
Lancajhirey 
Wejlmore- 
land. 

5^ kill ' 



-5 



i 



Ruggs, Chair-cover- 
ings call'd Turkey- 
work, Penniftons, 
Half-thicks, 
Duffclds, cjJV. 
Blankets in Oxfordjhire and in Wales, 
r Salisbury, 

Flannels in < Wales, iold at Wrexham Market, 
£ Shrewsbury. 

Cottons ^ f^™' v/W ' 

t La n cap ire. 

Fuftains of various f Boltjn, Manchefler, and 

forts, made at the parts adjacent. 

Tammy's or Coventry-v/trc at Coventry. 

Small things call'd Mancbefter-wzTt, at Mancbefter. 

Nottingham/hire, Leicefler 



Stockings 
of many 
forts, 



.woven made 
Ichiefly in 

knit Hofc 
Yarn, 



Derby/hire, War- 
wickjbire, London, alias 
Spittlefields. 

Gloueejlerjbire, Ytrhjhire, 
Worcefterjbire, Wales, So- 
merfetfbire, Northampton, 
Aberdeen. 

Hats 
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C Felts, CLeicefter, Warwicki 

Hats < Oftors, < Darby/hire, 

(Beavers, {London. 
Bradford,*) 

Hallifar, t-and the Country round. 

Rochdale, j 
Guildford, 

Devon/hire, ") thefe are caird De- 
JSomerfetJhire, Jvonjbire Kerfies. 
Northamptonshire, Weft-riding Yorkfiire, 
Berkjbire, Somerfetjbire, Wiltjhire, Ham- 
)Jbire, Edenb. and Sterling in Scotland, 

") alfo coarfe 



Kerfies, or 
coarfe Cloths 
made at 



Shalloons 
made in. 



'thofe laft ^Serges ^.Stuffs as 
j 1 



_are caird f Fingrums J Mufclebro* 

^C^^A r ' land feveral other 
S ?° U ^ C ' C J*"*?**' C Towns in the C. 

(MmikinV jWhitham, v t 

itcoggefbak y* Mancbefter. 

Says, at Sudbury formerly alfo at Colchefler. 
D . f C Tiverton, &c in Devonjbire, 
Perpets or J ^ in and alfo 

(.at Colchefler. 
Worcefler and in 
Ireland. 

Coventry, and in 
Scotland. 



Long Ells at 

{ 



Frize at 




Plaiding at ^ 

Seamcns high crown'd Caps, „ 
ta calTd Monmouth-Qz^ at f lewdly 



Pigs and Sows of Lead for Exportation, 
f Sheet Lead f Covering of Buildings, Sheath- 
Mill'd or -c ing of Ships, Cifterns, Coffins, 
caft for ^Baiins or Fountains for Water. 

Lead : Caft Lead in groffer quantities for Statues and 
made ^ Imagery ; Pipe-lead for conveying Water, 
into Bullets and fmall Shot of all forts, Moulds of 
lundry kinds for Earthen- ware , Litharge for 
glazing VelTels made of Earth. Calcin'd 
Lead for Painters Colours, mixtures with o- 
^thcr Metals for Alloy. 

Tin 



Digitized by GoooL 



Englifti Tradefman. 6$ 



TBlocks or Barrs for Exportation. 

I P ew ter C Diflles ' Plates ' 

Tin I „L- , < Pots and Veflels, 

made* wrou S ht ,nt0 £ Small things of many forts. 

into j Moulds of feveral kinds, 

I Solder for joining and cementing of other 

IMetals. 

Allom, Copperas, 
Minerals ^ Quickfilver, Oker, 

Blacklcad, Vitriol. 



19* 

i 



r 



v . 



fall forts of drinking glafTes 

(cruets, apothecaries andchy- 
mifts glafs phyals, retorts, 
fine Bottles for cafes, decan- 
Glafs ^ ters, £sfr. fconces, branches, 



inclu 
ding 



and fmall ware toys, cifr. 
alfo watch - glafies, tubes 
and glafies for perfpedlives, 
(/pettacles, Tellefcopes &c. t 



London, 
Briftol, 
Stur- 
bridge, 
'Notting- 
ham, 
Sheffield 
New- 
Cape. 



Glafs <^ 



Plate 
Glafs 
for 



Looking-glalTes, Coach-glaJftes f only at 
and fine Safties, \London 
Crown glafs formerly calTd ~\ BriJIol, 
Normandy glafs for windows ( Sturbr. 
failles, pictures &c. ordinary ^Newcajl. 
window glafs for quarels &e.J London. 

~Leitb, 

f Bottles, 
Green J Phyals, *) 

y 



Glafs j Retorts, 



made at 



^Melon glalTes, j 
, r Guns rCannon 



London, 
\Briftol, 
XZlouceJter, 
'Sturbridge, 
Nezocajile. 



Iron ! 



Call 



| \ Small arms. 

< Shells "{^d granades, 
| Chimny - backs, Iron - pots and Pipes 
I for Water, Fornaces of many forts, 
Vjron-platcs and Bars, Retorts* 



Iron 



r 
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Sheffield- 
ware and 



Iron 



1 



f Edg'd Tools, Knives and 
ScuTars, Cutlery ware and 
toys, nails, hinges, hooks, 
fpikes, locks and keys of 
many forts for great gates, 
Forg'd J Birming- ^ houle-doors, horfe - locks, 
ham - | field-locks, pad-locks, thief 
ware. ] locks, [fetters] gun-locks, 

I razors, Surgeons I nib-u- 
rn en ts, Clothiers iheers, 
t and fmaller Iheers. 
'Chains for horfe harnefs, and for 
mooring of Ships, anchors, Crows, 
Ham- J and tyres for wheels, iron ballifter's 
mer'd, frails, efpaliers, palifades, gratcings 
for gates, gardens, cjrV. bar ^iron of 
fundry kinds, fcrues, l$e. 



Mill'd 
Iron 



1 



Brafs 
and 
Copper 



Caft 



- 

Iron Hoops and all fplit and flatted 
Iron. 

Iron wire of all kinds. 
Iron fprings for Clocks and Watches, 
f Statues and Imagrey. 

If Pots, Saucepans, TCettles 
Battery < and all forts of fuch like vef- 
£fels afterw ards hammer'd. 
Black-latin or Metal prepared for 
Clock-work, Jacks, Engines, &c. 

I r Brafs Cannon Sc 
Mortars, Mor- 
tars for Apothe- 
caries, 65V. Bells 



Foundary ware of , 
all forts, fuch as 



1 



Wrought or 
Hammerd 



great and fmail ; 
Pipes forEngines 
Wheel and Mill- 
work ; Brafs but- 
tons, Coach and 
Upholder y nails, 



'Clock-work and Jack- work, 
k Watch-work and Mill-work, 
jtchen ware of all kinds, 
^Clocks and Dials, Monuments 
'poliih'd Plate brafs, and Toys 
jnnumerable. 

Having 



Digitized by Google 



Englifli Trade/man. 



6$ 



Having thus fixed the places where thefe fcveral Manufactures 
are made, we fliou'd conlider their vent and confumption, 
and this in two particulars. 

1 . The Circulation of them thro 1 all the parts of Eng/api or 
Great-Britain alternately, where they are not particularly 
made, and this as its fpoken of in the defcribing the Cir- 
culation, I fay no more to it here. 

2. The Exportation of it to foreign Countries where it is 
carried in way of Merchandize, which it may be very ufc- 
ful to the Country Trader, tho' not a Merchant to know, 
that he may know what particular Merchants to apply 
himfelf to for the fale ofthofe particular Goods which he 
has occdion to fell, and for any other purpofes of Trade 
as it comes in his wav. 



tConftantinople, fold there, and the 
9 Confumption there. 

("carried from thence to 
Smyrna | Aleppo, and fold there 
and I to the Armenian* and 
Scande- f George an Merchants for 
roon, \ raw-filks, gauls and 



by the Tur- 
key compa- 
ny to 



2 £ 



by the Eaft- 
India com- 
pany to 



by theordi- 
inary Mer- 
1 chants to 
\lUiiy. 



drugs and by them carri- 
ed to Iftaban in Perfia 
^and fold there. 
Alexandria* and carried from thence 
to grand Cairo and fold there; then 
carried from thence by the Arabian 
Turks to Suez on theRed-fea, and 
carrieddown to Jeddo, Medina and 
L Mecca in Arabia* 
CGomberoon in the gulph of Perfia, 
and fold there to the Perfian Mer- 
chants, who carry them from 
thence to Ifpaban in Perfia. 
Aghra, the capital of the great Mo* 
guPsCountry, by the way ofSurat. 
alfo a ftnall quantity to China, 
chiefly dyed black. 
Leghorn* from whence feveral En* 
glijh Merchants ihip them again 
for Turkey, 
penoa, from thence they are car- 
ried into Piedmont, Mian, and all 
Lombardy. 
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Portu- 
gal 



by the ordi-/* Venue, for the fame Trade up Into Auf- 
nary Mer- \ tria, Stiria, Carniola and Croatia. 
chants to jMeJJina, where there is an annual fair 
Italy, viz. £ forJ:hofe Goods in particular. 

A (~f° r tne * r own confump- 
with great q uan " V^/ 1 tion in Italy and Sici- 
tities of druggets, Jj^frf S J I A'» tnc dutchies of Mi- 
ferges, long-ells, < s ir e <U ifta ' J /an, Mantua, and all on 
Huffs, fcfr. to Jy.^ j that fide the Alps ; as 

™ w "' alfo to Turin and all the 
I county of Piedmont and 
{Savoy. 

f From theie two a prodigious quan- 

n fi 2 * l *y °^ E n Z^fo goods are export- 
^ r » ed again to the Brafils, and alfo to 
Goa in the Eaft-Indies. 

Figuera ■ 

{Cadiz, for the loading the Galleons which lye 
there twice a year, and carry a very great 
quantity of all forts of woollen goods to the 
Spanijb Weft-Indies, and the quantity is fup- 
pofcd to amount to above the value of 
300000 /. yearly. 
" SeviU ' 

almoft all Spain being principal- 
ly cloth'd with the Britijb wool- 
len Manufactures, efpecially fine 
Barcelona S Spanijb medly cloths, druggets, 
Corunna, I ftuffs, ferges, long-ells, perpetu- 
Vigo, I anas, double-bayes, fayes, hats and 
Bilboa, jhofe. 
{.Fonterabi* J 

France pretending to Imitate or rather Counterfeit our 
Woollen Manufactures, delires rather to have our 
Wool and receive but fmall quantities of our Wool- 
len Manufactures, becaufe the Prohibitions of Trade 
remain between the Nations, which were laid on 
by the late War , for want of a Treaty of Com- 
merce. 

Holland, The Dutch take from Great-Britain as fome 
have iaid, who have calculated it moll exactly, a- 
bove two millions fterling yearly in Woollen Ma- 
nufactures only, befldes other Goods, which are 
not only confumcd in their own Dominions, but 



1 



Spain. 1 Malaga, 
Cartagena 
Jlicant* 
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arc carried by them up the Maes into Frame, Flan- 
ders, Lorain, Germany, and up the Rbire, the Mo- 
felle and Saar, into all the Countries between thefe 
Rivers, as far as into Switzerland ; and again by 
the Danube into Suabia, Bavaria and Aujlria, as 
far as Ausburgb, Munich and Vienna ; alfo by the 
Rivers Main and Neckar to Frankfort au Main, 
fupplying the great Mart there, and by that means, 
all the Country of Wirtzburgh, Bamberg, and the 
great Circle of Franconia , and to Heidlebergb, 
on the Neckar, and by that means to the Cities of 
Nurembergh and Norlingben, and the upper Pa/a- 
tinate, in all which Countries are fold very great 
quantities of Britijb Wool Manufacture of all forts. 

Hamburgb, In like manner the Hamburgbers , who 
have what was once called the Staple of Woollen 
Cloth fettled among them, fupply all the Circles 
of the Lower - Saxony , and of Wejlpbalia, with 
Woollen Cloths and other Manufactures of Eng- 
land } alfo they fend them up the Fib , to the 
great Fair at Leipjicki from whence the German 
Merchants buying them, carry them up into Sile- 
Jia, Lufatia, and Bohemia, as far as Prague-, alfo up 
the River Spbree into Brandenburgb, to Berlin, and 
even to the frontiers of Poland. 

Bremen, The Bremers do the like, by the help of 
the River Wefer, by which they vend the Wool- 
len Manufactures of Great-Britain, into the Coun- 
try of Munfler, and Brun/wick, and all the Domi- 
nions of Hanover, Zell, Lunenbergh and the Coun- 

„ tries adjacent. 



ICbriftiana, I From the Malftrand in the 
Drammen, | Eaft-Sea, to Drontbeim, the 
■ Norway < Drontbeim, > people are chiefly cloth'd 



r 




with EngHJb Goods. 
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Sweden* the 
principal 
ports now 
left are, 



Stockholm* 



\ Gottenburgh 
L 

r 



! 



The Ger- 
flwtf-lhore 
of the Bal- 
tick in 
which are 



Copenhagen, 

Lubeck, 

Wijmar, 

Roftocky 

Stracljond, 

Stettin, 

Konings- 
burgh, 

Dantzick 



f From thefe two ports the 
whole Kingdom of Swe- 
den is ferved with Bri* 
tijh gopds, efpecialiy the 
woollen Manufacture, 
which is the general cloth- 
ing of all the .people ex- 
cept the Laps and Boon, 
who clothe with a coar- 
fer Stuff of their own ma- 
king or with skinsof beafts. 
N. B. Our export to thofe 
I parts is very confiderable, 
| tho' lefTened by the htc 
| war and the unhappy po- 
t verty of the Swedes. 
fin all which Ports great 
quantities of the Englijb 
woollen Manufactures are 
imported , and are the 
clothing of the principal 
Inhabitants of the faid Ci- 
ties and of the Countries 
adjacent . 

N. B. They are likewife 
carried by the Rivers into 
remoter Countries on that 
fide alfo, as by the Oder, 
and the Wurta from Ste- 
tin into Poland: Alfo into 
the Emperor's Hereditary 
Countries, as high as Bref- 
law, and the upper Glo- 
gaw in Silefia, and by the 
Viftula, from Dantzick to 
Elben, Marienberg, and 
Thorn, to War Jaw, and e- 
ven to Cracow in the heart 
of Poland, in all which 
Countries the Nobility, 
Gentry and principal Bur- 
ghers are clothed with En- 
glijb Cloth, Druggets, Ser* 
ges, Stuffs, Sec. and con~ 

, fume a very great quantity. 

Britijb 
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The Czar 
of Mu fa- 



Archangel) 



Wybourg, 
Peters- 



^ c/s Do- «< burgh* 
minion, | 
and there 
to Riga, 

Revel, 

Narva, 



{"The great quantity of Britijb 
Goods exported to all thefe 
Ports and Places will be judg- 
ed by this, that the late Czar 
himfelf, and all his Court, 
with all the chief of his Peo- 
ple, bomPetersburgb toMof- 
etttr, and down to Aftracan, 
have entered now within 
thefe few years into the ge- 
neral ufe of the Englijb Ma- 
nufactures, and are all cloth- 
ed with them, to the infi- 
nite increafe of our Trade 
thither ; fo that whereas in 
the year 1676, or therea- 
bouts , that whole Trade 
was carried on to Arch- An- 
gel only, and not more than 
fix Ships a year, at moft, 
went from England to that 
Port, and not above 100 or 
200 pieces of Cloth a year, 
we now fend to Petersburgb 
cifr. and other Mufcovite- 
Ports, 1 50 fail yearly, and 
above 30000 pieces of Cloth, 
broad and narrow,Druggcts, 
Stuffs, and other forts of our 
Woollen Manufactures , the 
Trade alfo daily encreafing. 
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ST i ABLE of Metals and Minerals found in 

Great- Britain. 

Tin found only in Cornwall and Devon/bire. 



& 
«« 

to 



O 
o 

S 



a 

o 

■*-# 

CO 

8 



Lead 
in 



f Somerfetjbire on Mendip-bills, 
' Wales, South and North, 
Derby/hire in the /V**, 
Notttnghamjhire, 
York/hire, North-riding, 



CO 



Northumberland, 
Scotland, and there 
. particularly in 



F 3 



The Lead-hills the E- 
ftate of E. of Hopton, 
and near Drutnlan- 
rig, the Lands of the 
Duke of $ueensberry. 

Mine* 
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Of this Iron are made chiefly thofe 
SuJJex, \ things as are cafl in the Furnace, as 
Kent, *^ Cannon, Cannon-bullets, Furnaces, 
Surrey / Pots,Boylcrs, Plate-Iron, Bomb-mells, 
Hand-Granades and the like, 
f 



Derbyjbire, 
Iron J fork/hire, 
in I Warwickjbire, 



Much of the Iron found in 
thofe Countries is ufed by the 
Nailers, andalfoit is'work'd 
\WorcefterJbire > i with Swedijb-Irpn, in abund- 
Northumber* I ance of the fmaller Iron Ma- 
land, ■ nufa&ures at Birmingham , 

L Sheffield, &c. 
f This Copper is already found 
to be as good, and fit for all 
ufes as the Swedijh-Copper, and 
is now ufed in our Battery 
Cornwall, I works erected iXBriftol; and 
Devon/hire, J the Perfons concerned laft Sef- 
Wales, I /ion of Parliament obtained an 
Cop- ^ Lancajbire, i A£k for laying a duty upon fo- 
per in Cumber- I reign Black-Latin ,and Metal, 
land. J prepared, which being explain- 
ed, are Plates of Brafs fitted 
for the Workmen to cut out for 
the fmall Manufactures of Brafs, 
as Clock-work, Kitchen-work/ 
_ and the like. 
Lapis Caliminaris found on Mendip-hills in Somerfet- 
Jbire. 

Allom fTheEaft-ridingof^r^/V^, 
in \The Bifhoprick of Durham, 

Rock-Salt < 

\Cbejbire, 

Quickfilver, Some but not a great, quantity found in 
the Tin-mines in Cornwall 2nd Devonjbire. 

Scotland, Somerfetjbire, Wales North 
and South, Stafford/hire, Derbyjbire, 
Coals Nottingham, York/hire, Lancajbire, 

Wejlmoreland, Cumberland:, 
Northumberland, Durham. 
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Grind- Hork/birenczr Sbeffield,Northumber 
ftones in\ near New-cajlle and Durham 
Mill-ftoncs and f Derbyjbire in the near 
Whet-ftones, \ Chat/worth, Wales. 
Marble and C Der hft ire > Devon/hire, Corn- 

Alahafter S w " /7 ' Sta I°rdfiire, Wales* 
Alabalter, £ P|fr ^ 

Stone, '4 Fine Black or J Devon/hire, 
Blew-flate, \ Cornwall, 
Free-Hone for? * Portland, Pur beck , Lincoln- 

Building, \ Jbire, York/hire. * 
Firc-ftone, in Surrey. 
Bur-ftone, in Kent. 
I Fullers- < Wilts, Devon, Suffolk, Surrey, 
Earth, \ Kent York/hire. 
Pipes and C Wales, Sturbridge, Nottingham** ' 
Potter:- < Northampton, Southampton, 
clay. £ Shropjhire. 



s 



Earth. < 



Chalk CKent, Surry, Suffix, Oxford, 
chiefly, {, Bucks, Wilts, Dorfet. 
Oaker Surrey. 
Black-lead, Laneajbire. 



There arc many other Produ&ions, as well 
of Nature as of Art, as well Growth of the 
Country, as Manufacture of the People, 
which might be reckon'd up if it were with- 
in the compafs of our prefent work. 

But thefe, as they are the chief, are taken 
notice of to let the reader fee fomething of 
the Fund of Trade, upon which fo great a 
ftru&ure as that of the general Commerce 
of Great-Britain, as well Abroad as at Home, 
is raifed up, and how it is carried on. 

After this account no Man need wonder, 
that wc fpeak of the Tradefmen of this Na- 
tion as of a confidefable part of Mankind, 
and a People to whom it is well worth 
while to Communicate the Advices and In- 
ftruftions mcntion'd in this Work. 

F + CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

Of whom we are to under ft and by 
the Tradefmen of England, and 
in whofe hands the vafl inland 
Commerce of this Nation is carried 
on 5 that the number of them is not 
to be calculated^ but it> is beftjudgd 
of by reviewing and reconfictering 
the magnitude of the fever al branch* 
es of the home Trade , fuch as the 
Corn and Wine Trade , Liquors 
and Manufactures of all forts. 

AS the Trade of England is exceeding 
great, fo is the number of the Tradck 
men who carry it on. It is not 
eafy to diftinguifh who are Tradefmen, and 
who not, much lefs to calculate their num- 
bers; and the particular Employments into 
which they are divided arc very many, but 
for Brevity, I (hall reduce them, as I did ift 
the former Volume, to a very few. 

i. The Husbandman or Farmer, no nor 
the Grafier, arc not properly Tradef- 
men, tho* they are fprings and wheels 
2 m 
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in the movement of Trade too, but 
they are not Tradefmen in the pre* 
fent fenfe of the Word. 

2. The Mafter-ManufaEiurer and Handi- 
craft, arc not Tradefmen, tho' Indeed 
they arc the very foundation of Trade. 

3. The Retailer, including the Shopkeep- 
ers of all fortsj are Tradefmen. 

4. The wholefalc Man, including feve- 
ral Trades, tho* not keeping either 
Shops or Ware- houfes. 

5. The Carriers and Matters of Veflels 
for the coafting Bufinefs, who keeping' 
Servants and Carriages, are generally 
confiderablc Traders. 

6. Brokers, and Buyers, and Sellers of 
Cattle, Corn and other Provifions by 
wholcfale for other Men. 

Thcfc arc the Men who carry on the 
whole Trade of the Kingdom, and under 
them almoft all thofe whom we call labour* 
ing poor arc maintained and employed. 

1 . The Farmer and Grafier, thofe, as a* 
bovc, arc not properly Tradcfmen ; they cm- 
ploy jiadcr them the Cottagers and mere 
Husbandmen , who Plow , Sow , Harveft 
and Carry out to Market the firft principles 
of all Commerce, {viz.) the Provifions for 
the fubfiftence of the whole, fuch as Corn 
and Cattle, Bread and Flefh 5 the poor fer- 
vants, which arc cmploy'd by thefe Farmers 
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and Grafiers are numbcrlefs, and there is no 
cftimate can be made of them, as well Mcry 
fcrvants as Maid -fcrvants, Dairy -maids, 
Houfe-maids, and maids for looking after 
the Cows and Poultry, and the % Families j 
thefc I fay, I do not call Tradcfmen. 

2. The Manufacturer and Handicraft or 
Artift of every kind; I donotmean the 
working People, tho' many and molt of * 
them do work alfo, atleaft they are far from 
being idle, yet thefe are not among my lift 
of Tradefmcn ; they are indeed the firft 
fprings, the wheels in the whole move- 
ment of the whole Manufacturing; they buy 
Jthe Wool, put it out to fpinning, and after 
that to weaving, and under them employ and* 
fubfift not many thoufands only, but many 
hundred thoufands of poor People, whofe 
dependence is wholly upon it 5 and thefe 
arc they who follow the Manufacture fo 
well, fo effectually, fo fully, that they keep 
up the goodnefs of the Manufactures to 
their true ftandard and value, and to whofe 
judgment and care is owing the great Cre- 
dit and real Efteem of the Engtijb- woollen 
Manufactures in foreign Parts, above all 
the rival Manufactures, which are ft> often, 
and have been fo long attempted in other 
Countries to their prejudice 5 yet the/c are 
not Tradefmcn. 

The next is the true Trade/man, viz. the 
FaCtor employ 'd by the faid Manufacturer* 
who fells theG9ods from the very firft hand to. 

the 
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thcJB^aikrs and Merchants, the firft felling 
them at home, and the laft exporting them 
abroad, XheTe indeed arc real Tradefmen, 
and the chief of Tradefmen; andtho' they 
are but few, compared to the other heads, 
and are chiefly refident in London, yet they 
correfpond with all the Nation, and may be 
faid to be the moft confiderable both in 
bufinefs, in credit, and in fubftance. 

Laftly the Retailer, this is the laft and 
finiflung agent of Trade : All Commerce 
ends in the Confumption, and with the 
conftmierj in this number are included all 
the Country Shop - keepers in England, 
whofe number is not to be known, unlefs 
fomebody fhould be fent with Joab out to 
number the People, which I hope will not 
be attempted, 

I have mentioned, in the Introduction to 
this Work, how impoflible it is to make 
any juft calculations, either of the magni- 
tude of our inland Trade, the number of 
the Tradefmen, or the value and extent of 
their Stocks, and the Commerce they drive % 
nor (hall 1 undertake the unequal task here : 
But I (hall givefomc little Specimens from 
fuch particulars, as may be more eafily come 
at, by which at leaft it will appear, how 
impra&icable it is to make a regular and 
cxad Computation. 

I alfo gave fome hints from the prodigi- 
ous cxpcncc of Carriage only, which at- 
tends 
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tends the Commerce of this Ifland : Bat 
that article is not fufficicntly fpoken to 
there, nor was it intended to be fo 5 you 
will therefore have foihe farther light into 
it under the prefent enquiry. 

Wc have in England near ten thoufand 
Parifhes, fome indeed, and the moft in num- 
ber, arc but Villages, and thin of People: 
But others again are very large and popu- 
lous Towns, throng'd with Inhabitants, be- 
caufe full of bufmefs, and bigger than ma- 
ny Cities 5 I might name fome fmaller, 
which are yet very populous, fuch as Ware, 
Chelmsford, Kingfton, Uxbridge y and feve- 
ral fuch as thefe. 

There is hardJy a Partfh of all the ten 
thoufand but has fome of thefe Retailers in 
them, and that feveral. On the other hand 
fome, and that not a few, have many hun- 
dreds, nay, perhaps a thoufand in a Parifh, in 
fuch great Parilhcs as thofc I have mention'd. 

We are told that there are in the Parifh 
of Manchefter above 60000 People, in that 
of Hallifax 100000 Communicants, in 
Sheffield 50000, in Tarmouth 20000, in 
Froome 50000, and foin proportion in o- 
ther places, 

Wc are told alfo there arc ten Trading- 
Towns in Lancajhire, the Weft -riding of 
Torkjhire, and the adjacent Country, which 
have moft of them not above one Partfh, 
and none above two, and in moft of them 

the 
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'the higheft Magiftratc is a Conftablc, and 
yet have each of them more People than 
the City of Tork, and fome of them twen- 
ty times as much Trade 5 fuch are Warring* 
ton, Manchefter, Macclesfield, Liverpool, 
Hallifax, Leeds, Wakefield, Sheffield, <Don- 
. cafier, Huthersfield j in all thefe the num- 
ber of Shop-keepers, Retailers, and fuch as 
come under the proper denomination of 
Tradefmen, are infinite, by which I mean 
not to be calculated by any rule, or gucft 
at by any proportions. 

There are abundance of other very popu- 
lous Trading and Manufacturing Towns in 
England, which may have from two to four 
or five Parifties, the number of whofc Traded 
men, as well wholefalc as retail, is not to 
be reckon'd up ; fuch as Hull, Birmingham, 
NewCaftle upon Tyne, Leicefter, Notting- 
ham, Taunton, Reading, Tlymoutb, Tortf- 
mouth, Rochefter, and abundance more, too 
many to name; an expericne'd Tradefman, 
who I am juft now convcrfing with upon 
lEis Head, bids me fet it down upon his 
Credit, and that he will be oblig'd to De- 
jBPnftratc it upon any juft occafion , that 
there are fixty thoufand Tradefmen in the 
p&rticular denomination of a Tradefman as 
here defcrib'd, within the County of Nor- 
folk only 5 and he adds, that he believes there 
are not lefs than an hundred thoufand, if I al- 
low thofe to be Tradefmen who arc deal- 

* 
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crs in Wool, in (pun Yarn, and ia the 
Manufa&ures of Stuffs made all over that 
County, and arc not Maker?, andfeveral 
f Traders of other kind, all which I muft ac- 
knowledge ought to be reckon'd Tradefmen. 

If this is true, then there may be two mil* 
lions of Tradefmen, including their Ser- 
vants, Prentices and Journeymen in Great- 
Britain 5 for I have yet faid nothing of Scot- 
land, where the number of Tradefmen aje 
very confiderable alfo, and their Tjade con- 
fidcrablc too 3 but this number however I 
take to be of the moft. 

Befldes thefe, I have not yet reckon'd 
thofc travelling Tradefmen who we fall 
Mane hefter- Men, andthofe who carry Leeds- 
Cloth, Kcrfies and Torkfhire-cloth of all 
forts upon Horfes all over Britain , who 
are fome of them very confiderable Dealers, 
and furnifli the Shop-keepers all over Bri- 
tain with their Goods, without cutting or 
retailing any thing. Alfo, 

Befidcs thofe who travel and go from 
Houfe to Houfe felling by retail, and *whp 
are properly Pedlars, and call' d by thafi 
name; many of which do alfo keep Shops 
or Chambers, or Warehoufes, in the adja- ^ 
cent Market-Towns, and fell their Goods' 
in the Villages round. Thefe all come un- 
der the title of Tradefmen 5 they arc by fome 
call'df Petty- chapmen, and the number bt 
them is very great, tho* as fome think not 

to ' 
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fo great as they have formerly been, which 
however is a queftion does not relate to 
my prefent bufinefs. 

Under thefc denominations the general 
Commerce of this Kingdom is carried on, 
the home made Manufactures difpers'd and 
circulated, and the foreign Importations 
handed about to the laft confumer. 

It is true, this Calculation makes a pro- 
digious number of People be employ'd in 
Trade j and fo no queftion thcix are, how 
lelfe (hould the Trade it fclf, which is Co 
immenfely great, be carried on? and how 
elfe fhou'd the fupplying the whole Nation, 
Men, Women and Children, with all forts " 
of Provifions, Clothes, Houfe- furniture* Eat- 

* * 

ables and Drinkables be managed ? 

There are alfo abundance of other People 
who muft ftill come into the lift of Tradef- 
men, befides thofc already nam'd, and who 
are certainly Tradefmen. For example, 

All our Brewers and Diftillers, and the 
.Dealers in many things relating to them, 
as the Hop-Merchants , Hoop- and Stave- 
Merchants for their Cask, nay, the Iron- 
Merchants for their Iron-hoops; and to 
joio them together, all the Vintners, Inn- 
holders, Alchoufc-keepers , and that pro- 
digioufly multiplied article of Strong-wa- 
ter Shops, thefe arc all Tradefmen ; and as 
fuch, were it worth while, I might fill up 
this Book with needful Inftruftions for 
1 "* - 4 their 
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their particulat Government, and all little 
chough 5 for how (hou'd they be tyed up by 
rules who arc encouragers of the rdl of man- 
kind, to live withoutrule or Government? 

Yet thefe have the moft need of Inftruc- 
tion : However, as the Inftru&ion to them, , 
and to fuch as them, regards rather their 
morals and manners, than their manage*, 
mcnt of buftnefs, I omit it here, that part . 
being not the bufinefs of this tra&j befides, 
who Thou d go about to dlrcft or govern 
thofc people, who, I fay, arc the ruin of all 
the Nation, as to Government and ma- 
nagement of themfelves ? 

Thefc arc a fort of People that indeed 
not only live without morals, but that 
Trade without methods they generally goon 
like their Cuftomers, and carry on their 
Trade, as if they were always drunk 5 keep 
no Books but their Slate, and no Pen and 
Ink but their Chalk and their Tallies; they 
live without rule, Trade _ without order; 
they thrive by mere chance, as Cuftomers 
come in, and when they grow rich, 'tis by the 
neceffity of their affairs, the World reels in 
upon them as their Cuftomers reel out ; they 
live by the fins of the People, and they are 
a colle&ion of finners agaiuft the People, 
for they break almoft all the known laws 
of Government in the Nation. 

Yet their number is prodigious great, 
and they are hardly to be reckoned up 5 and 

we 

■ * ■ » 

* 

. •' . Digitized by Google 



Englifli Trade/man. 1 1 

wemuft admit them into the clafs of Tradef- 
men, there is no remedy, for they buy and 
fell, trade on this fide, and that, and arc 
no Manufacturers on one hand or on the 
Other. 

r The Butchers are alfo Tradefmen, and 

! particularly "that part of them of which we 
lave a great many in London, call'd car- 
fcafe Butchers, that is to fay, wholefalc Butch- 
ers, who kill the meat in great quantities, 
and fell it out to the Butchers in the out- 
parts and in the Villages and Towns near the 
City ; thefe are indeed the more coniidera- 
able of the kind, but the retail Butchers are 
Tradefmen too, for they buy and fell con- 
tinually. 

Horfe-courfers, or Jockeys and Horfe-dcal- 
crs^ arc alfo Tradefmen, Co are the buyers 
and fellers of Cattle, whether fat or lean, I 
mean fuch as aft between the Breeder and 
the Butcher ; and between the Breeder and 
the Feeder, of which there are great num- 
bers in England '$ fome are called Sales* men, 
fome Cow- jobbers, fome Dealers, fome 
Brokers, and many of them Faftors ; as par- 
ticularly the buyers of Chcefc, Butter, Corn 
and Malt are called Fa&ors. 

Thefc and many more kinds of Dealers 
may be called Tradefmen, tho* they keep 
neither Shop or Warc-houfeV and of thefc 
the number is beyond all account. 

» 

vot. n. g chap. 
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CHAP. HI. 

► 

Of the Trade in Liquors, as well Wine 
as Beer y Ale and other Liquors, 
and of the vafi numbers of Peo- 
ple, and particularly of Trade f- 
men that tt employs. 

THE next confiderablc article of Trade 
managed out of the clafs of Shop- 
keeping and Ware-houfe-keeping, is the 
falc of Liquors, which tho' not equally ne- 
ceffary as the Corn -Trade, yet is perhaps 
equally confiderablc, if not fuperior to it. 
The laft Chapter allows the Vintners, Vic- 
tuallers, Inn-keepers, Brandy-ftiops', &c. 
to be Tradefmen, and allows me to rank 
them accordingly. I muft now enquire a 
little into the ^Jbftance they dsit Afi> which 
is a confidcrable branch of Trade , and 
the materials are all furnifh'd by Trade, 
cither domcftick p or foreign; this Trade 
in Liquors is to be diftinguifli'd into five 
particular heads. 
Wine. 

Beer and Ale. 
Brandy and Spirits. 
Cyder and Perry. 
Vinegar, * 

The 
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The Wine Trade is wholly an Importati- 
on, being not only the fubftance of a fo- 
Produ&> but wholly of foreign o- 
pcration. 

, The Brand} and Spirits are of a mixt ori- 
ginal, and aire partly home Produft, and 
partly foreign 5 the firft is the Produft of the 
Grape, and the latter of the Malt. 

Beer and Ale is wholly a home produft, 
being brewed intirely from Malt of En- 
glijh growth. 

Cyder is the like, being drawn by'preifing 
from Apples and Pears all growing in En- 
gland, and principally in the South partSi 
there being no confidcrable quantity of 
fruit growing North by Trent. 

Vinegar y as now ufed, is wholly of En* 
glijh Produce* being made of Malt by E- 
bullition and Fermentation. 

The Wine-trade, tho' it is an Importation* 
is a very confiderable article in Trade; the 
-magnitude of it is to be calculated by the 
Cuftom-tioufe Accounts, and may befcen 
or rather gueftat by the following Account 
of the Importation of all forts of Wine 
in'the year 1 721, as it ftands in ourCuftom- 
houfe Books for the Port of London on- 
ly. 
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Pipes 

Of Portugal f wines only 20938 
Of Spanijh-wines 14x47 
Of trench-wines 999t Ton, is 0199* 
Of Rhenijh-wines 3$ Si Ton, is 0717 

37800 

Suppofing one third more to be entrcd- 
in the out Ports, 

This amounts to 12600 Pipes more 
which being added 3 7800 

Total 50400 
Brandy 10000 Pipes as well en- 

ter'dasrun. 

in all 60400 pipes of foreign 

Liquors. 

N. B. jooo Ton of Brandy is much too 
little. 

Thefc quantities amount to a very great 
value, and being imported in one year, 
{hews us the magnitude of the Trade 5 the 
quantity too being encrcafed, if common 
fame may be believed, by fomc mixtures they 
receive here to the fcandal of the Tradef- -i 
men concerned in it. 

Again it is to be noted, that as this is for 
the City of London only, , the Importation j 
of the fame Wines, in all the other parts 
of Great-Britain, is exceedingly encreasVT 
ftnee that time, and if we may believe the 
common opinion, goes on encreafing in a de- 
gree hardly to be gueft at. The 

r 
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The firft value of thefc Wines in the 
Countries from whence they come is not 
great, in comparifon to the value when 
they come to the pint pot, as they call it, 
that is to the Retailer. But the duties of 
, Importation, the freight to the Ships, the 
expences attending it, the landing, the ma- 
r naging, houfing, carrying from place to 
. place, Cellerage, Cooperage, and the like; 
thefe put all together make the value of this 
Trade, reckoning it at the rate to the laft 
confumer, come to above two Millions 
fterling per annum. For example, 
~ Take the ufual Tavern rate of Spanijb 
and ^Portugal wine to be 20 pence per quart, 
. this amounts to 40 pounds per Pipe 5 if wc 
import 60000 Pipes of Spanijb and Torta- 
guefe Wines, and of Brandy in a Year j thefc 
caft up together, and 'tis plain I do not 
over tcckon the quantity, amount to two 
millions four hundred thoufand pounds fter- 
ling 5 befides that all the French Wine, the 
Canary and the Brandy are fold much dear- 
er, but take them together it is an im- 
inenfe fum. 

It is evident, that the rate of 20 pence 
jper quart is the loweft price of Wines as 
retailed in the Taverns 5 all the Wines calTd 
Canary, Rhenifb, old Hock> Mofelle, French 
and Florence Wines, are fold at higher rates, 
from 2 s. to 6 s> and 7 s. per quart j fo that I 
take the cftimation upon the loweft value 
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pf the fale of Wine in England, to a- 
mount to 2514824/. 6 j. o </. 

la like manner 1 rate the quantity, as ap- 
pears above, jnuch under what is every Year 
Imported^ fo that I cannot be taxed with 
a falfe Computation, if I infift that the va- 
lue of the Wines fold in Great- Britain a- 
jnounts to three millions per annum. 

As the quantity of Wine is thus great, 
the number of people (Tradefmen) who arc 
employed in buying, felling, carrying and * 
difpofing this vaft quantity of Wines, arc 
alfo great in Proportion ; and there is fo juft 
a connexion between the quantity of 
Goods in Trade, and the number of Tradef- 
jpien managing and carrying on the Trade, 
that I know no better way to form an Idea 
of one, than by a juft cftimate of the other. 

When we fee a vaft Circulation, ajpro-. 
digious Importation, and know tfye mighty 
Confumprion of the Goods, it is mbft na- 
tural to conclude, there is a number of Peo- 
ple equal to the Employment employ 'd in 
the vent of them. 

The Beer and Ale is the next claufc in 
the Article of Liquors confum'd in Eng- 
land - y the grofs quantity brew'd in Great- 
Britain is not eafily calculated > becaufc the 
excifc is no rule to judge it by, great quan : 
tities being brewed which are not 'for fale, 
and confequently pay no excife $ . but as the 

quantity brewed for fale Is only concerned 

.... ....... . , , ^ 
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im the cafe before us, namely the judging of 
the numbers of Tradefmen (that ispublick 
Houfc-keepers) employ'd in the venting and 
difpofing of it, fo aguefs may be made. 

The numbers of Ale-houfes and Inn- keep- 
ers in England are faid by ordinary com- 
• putation to be above 200000 ; and indeed 1 
believe that calculation to be very much 
within compafsjefpecially if all thofc Ta- 
verns, who likewife fell Malt Liquors, arc 
taken into the number. 

The quantity of Liquors thefe houfes dif- 
pofe of muft berprodigiousjreat 5 clpcciai- 
ly if we conftder the exceffive draft, which 
lbme of thofe Publick- houfes have 5 particu- 
larly in this City, and in fome other Towns 
of great concourfe of People, Houfes on the 
great Roads, in Sea-port Towns, &c. and 
the like, of diftilled Spirits. 

But the beft calculation of the quantity of 
drink bre w'd, is to be taken from the quan- 
tity of Malt made ; fmce all the Malt, ex- 
cept a very fmall quantity exported, is ei- 
ther bre w'd into Beer and Ale, diftilled 
into Spirits, or fermented into Vinegar. 
Now. the quantity of Malt is thus to be 
ftated. The Malt- tax before Scotland came 
in to pay their Proportion, amounted one 
Year to 669000 1 and it is generally now 
given for doopoo, that is to fay, to bring 

in fo much clear of the Collection. 
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If then it brings in 660000 pounds in- 
cluding the charge of collc&ing K the 
quantity is eafily computed 5 for the duty 
being fix-pence per Bufhcl, or four ftuliings 
per quarter, the qucftion is, how many fix- 
penecs there are in fix hundred and iixty 
thoufand pound; there being juft forty fix- 
penccs in twenty ftuliings, or a pound, it is 
eafily caft up, viz. that there is twenty fix 
millions four hundred thoufand fix- penccs, 
and confequcntly, juft fo many Bufliels of 
Malt made in England^ before the Scots 
came in to pay the fame Tax with us. But 
then here is not any allowance for the efta- 
blifhment, as they call it, of the Officers 
Sallarics in Collc&ing, all which is paid out 
of the Duty, and confequently fo much more . 
Malt made to pay it. 

The fum of the account then is, that 
there is twenty fix millions four hundred 
thoufand Bufhels, or three millions three 
hundred thoufand Quarters of Mak made 
in England in a Year, befides fo much as 
pays the Officers Sallaries, that colled it, 
and incident charges, which is a very con- 
siderable article alfo. , 

II is true, they tell us there is a very great % 
quantity of this Malt diftill'd into Spiritsl 
and alio fermented as above into Vinegar; , 
but of all this I do not find they pretend 
to above 300000 quarters 5 fo that the Beer 
and Ale muft be found to make up the reft, 

v r which 

i 
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which makes the brew'd part alone to be 
three millions of Quarters. 

In the ftrong Beer brewing they calculate 
ordinarily three barrels upon a quarter, Co 
that if there are three millions of quarters 
brew'd, it muft be fuppofed to make nine 
millions of Barrels of ftrong Beer, fuppofing 
no fmall Beer to be made 5 but as a very 
great quantity of fmall Beer is alfo brew'd 
for and by fmall Families, the number of 
t|ie whole muft be prodigioufly greater, tho' 
not all of ftrong Beer 5 if then fuch an im- 
menfe^quantity of Malt^is brew'd and diftill'd, 
what a prodigious number of Tradcfmen 
of all forts muft be employ 'd in venting, 
(that is) in retailing this Beer and Ale ? 

This leads me of courfe to enquire into 
the other branches of our Liquid Trade, 
which occafions alfo a very great bufincf$, 
fuch as, 

1. Diftilling, a new Trade in England, is 
encreas'd to a prodigious. degree, by an acci- 
dent in our Commerce, which was the Pro- 
hibition of Brandy from France ; not that 
our drinking of Brandy and Spirits is fo 
/very much encreas'd : But upon the raiftng 
.the price of foreign Brandy, firft by an ab- 
Tolute Prohibition, and then by a Duty of 
two and fifty pound per Ton upon the Im- 
portation, thcLdearnefs occafion'd the ftop 
to tht Confumption, and this encourag'd 
the Diftilling Trade at home, and put 
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the Diftiilcrs upon everting their skill (o 
fuch a degree, as wc fee it raifed to at this 
time; in which they are come to fuch Per- 
fection, that the ordinary People arc now 
fo very well fatisfied with their Malt Spirits, 
and cfpccially with their new Compofitions, 
that they do not feek French-Brandy in 
fuch a manner as they formerly did. 

It is moft certain that in the Years j.687 
and 1688 when ^hc Trade with France was 
open, and the duty paid upon the Importa- 
tion of Brandy was but nine pound per Ton, 
there was imported and confequently con- 
fiim'd in this Nation from France in one 
Year from 9000 to 1 1000 Ton of Brandy 5 
a quantity, which were it imported now, 
wou'd be an expence almoft equal to the 
common nctt charge of all the Liquors 
drank in England put together, I mean 
clear of Excife : for example, 

Suppofe the quantity at a medium of 
Years to amount to 10000 Ton in a Year, 
and fuppofc this Brandy to amount in France 
but to 10 pound per Ton, let us fee the 
value. 

10000 Ton at 10 /. per Ton is 1 00, 000 /. 
Fraight at 2 /. per Ton 20000 
Cuftom at so per Ton 500, 000 



650,000 

Wc find_ fince thefe Prohibitions .yery 
great quantities of Erandy run by the arts 

of 
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of Clandeftine Traders j but even that 
quantity is now much abated, except in th& 
]^orth parts and Weft parts, fince the Dif- 
tillers have found out a way to hit the 
palate of the Poor, by their new fafaion'd 
compound Waters call'd Geneva \ fo that 
the common People fcem not to value the 
jFrrw^-Brandy as ufual, and even not to 

defire it. * 

That this Diftilling Trade, as thus im- 
proved and encreafed, adds exceedingly to 
the numbers of our Tradefmen, and has 
even ereded feveral newfpecies. of Traders, - 
which were little or not at all known or 
underftood before, I need go no farther for 
$ proof of, than an account laid before 
the Houfe of Commons the very laft Year 
j72<S_in behalf of the Diftillcrs, and" to 
Chew the Houfe how ufeful they were to 
the publick; in which account, to make it 

. appear that they ought to be encduraged, 
and the Trade preferved and nourtfhed by 

. the Government, as a thing upon which 
the publick profperity very much depended, 
they offered the following heads to the 
parliament's confide ration. 

I. That the Diftillcrs in and about 
don ohljj, confum'd annually 200000 
quarters of Malt, the Growth of our 
own Country. 

JI, That befides this , they confumc a 
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very great quantity of JMelaffes, the 
Produft of our own Colonics, which 
ought to be efteem'd our own Pro- 
duce. 

Ill That befides Malt and Melaffes, they 
confumed from 10 to 1 5000 hogfheads 
of Cyder every Year, and Sometimes 
more, befides a great quantity of damage 
cd Wines, which would otherwifc by 
Aft of Parliament be ftav'd and fpilt. 

IV. They infiftcd that by the Consump- 
tion of Malt they employ 'd above 
100000 Acres of Land; this they al- 
lcdg'd was true, becaufc the Malt they 
ufed being of an inferior quality, the 
Lands it generally grew upon were 
poor, and might be fuppofed not to 
yield above 2 quarters upon an Acre. 
N. B. It added to the merit of 
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cafiond the cultivating fo much 
Land of that kind that would other- 
wife lye wafte and until'd* alfo 
that the Cattle employ/d in the Hus- 
bandry of the Land, and in the 
Carriage of the faid Malt from place 
to place, befides the Water Carri- 
age, theHorfes fo cmploy'd muft con- 
fume the Growth of many thoufands 
of Acres more. 
V. They made it appear alfo, that they paid 
in the bare Excife of the Liquors, thus 

' ' diftill'd, 
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diftill'd, above an hundred thoufand 
pounds per annum to the Govern- 
ment, befides 200000 fix-penccs, which 
is 5000 /• a year by the excife upon 
the Malt, and befides the duty upon 
Coals, the excife upon the Cyder and 
the Cuftom of the Melalfes. 
: Thefe were the Allegations brought in 
by the Diftillcrs to fhew to the Parliament 
what ufeful People they were, how neceffa- 
ry in the Common- wealth , how affiftant 
to the Government, in paying fuch great 
(Urns to the publick Funds and the like. 

And all thefe arguments ferve in their 
turn, to (hew what numbers of Tradefmcn 
they have fet up, what a great (hare of bu- 
finefs they fupply, what flocks, what poor 
People they employ and fo it brings them 
dowii^ to the prefent purpofe. 

It is true, that thefe Liqours are fold as 
Addenda to other Trades, by the Chandlers, 
Grocers, Inn-keepers, Victuallers, and the 
like ; But let us caft our Eyes about us, and 
in the Streets of London, and parts adjacent, 
we may c fee ajprodigious number of Shop- 
keepers whole bufinefs is wholly and folely 
the felling of Spirits andStrong- waters, as wc 
call them, and nothing elfe; and I am told 
there are in England fomc thoufands of 
fuch, more than was ever known before. 

I muft confefs I (hould add here, that 
the Advice to the Complete Tradefmqa 
Y ' ought 
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ought to have beftowed a little pains upon 
thefc Gentlemen call'd Strong- water Men, 
whofe lharc in ruining the Peoples Morals, 
as well as their Health, is too great, not to 
require that they ftiou'd be animadverted* 
upon \ let them take this gentle hint, they 
know how to reform it. 
- But to bring it home to the prefentpur- 
pofe, 'tis evident to common obfervation, 
that thefe Additions to the Trade 'in Li- 
quors are not trifles in the inland Corn*, 
merce of the Nation; and 'tis upon that\ 
Foundation, that thefe Calculations ate 
made. 

, The Cyder Trade may perhaps be thought 
a trifle, too mean to mention here; but I fliail 
put the Tradefmen in mind , that thro' 
fevcral Counties in England Cyder is, at 
teaft for many Miles together, the common 
draft of the Peoples drink 5 and that even 
in their Publick-houfes, there arc no Malt 
Liquors fold at all, and in others biit very 
little, as I can teftific of my own knowledge,, 
in the Shires of Worcefler, Glouceftet and 
Hereford and the like in c DevonJhire and 
Somerfetjbire 5 from whence they tell us 
they (hip off twenty thoufand hoglheads of 
Cyder a Year to London, as is mentioned 
above, fo that Cyder, as a Trade, is far from 
being inconiiderable. 

All thefe articles, however triflingjn them- 
fclves, become confiderable in the cafe be- ■ 

fore 
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fore us, namely, that as they pafsthro'-taany 
hands, between the Growth and the Con- 
sumption, and go thro* fome particular O 
perations in the paffage, they by that means 
arc a medium of Commerce, and add a 
Very great number to the general maii of 
Tradefmenj fuch as to whom thefe two 
Volumes are addrefled, and efpecially to 
thofc Tradefmen, who, as I faid above, do 
not come into the clafs of Shop-keepers or 
Warc-houfe keepers. * 

~\ might enlarge here, and indeed it wou'd 
v£ry well take up a whole Chapter, to give 
fome particular Inftruftions to thole Tradet 
men I call Publick-houfc-kecpcrs, Vint- 
ners, Victuallers, Inn-keepers and the like > 
-how they fliou'd carry on their Trades like 
Men of bufinefs, and perhaps, in the end, 
not lefs to the advantage of their Families, 
without prompting the Pot and theGlafs, and 
as the Text calls it, putting the Bottle to 
their Neighbour's Nofe, in a grofs and fcan- 
dalous manner, as is generally the pradUce ; 
making tthemfelves Brokers to the ^Devi/ 9 
and tempters to Vice, merely for the getting 
two-pence or three-pence, or perhaps fix- 
pence extraordinary fpent in their houfc $ 
I think I need not explain my felf, the 
ordinary Pra&ice of thofe People, and tho 
Cuftom of their hqufes (thpfe Tabernacles 
of Bacchus ) defcribe it too plainly, and I 
lhall ipcak of it by itfelf. 
, + This 
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This makes the name of an Ale-houfe a 
fcandal, and the very Employment, which 
wou d otherwife be as reputable as other 
Trades, is placed under Liccnfe, as if it was 
needful to keep them under the awe of the 
Magiftrate, and keep a check upon them, 
that they might take better care of their 
conduft, on the pain of having their Li- 
cenfes taken from them, and their Shops, as 
we may fay, fhut up. 

That a Victualler or Alc-houfe-kceper 
may be a very honcft Tradcfman is cer- 
tainly true ; and I might give an account 
of fevcral within my own knowledge of 
the World that are Co 5 'tis a difafterto them, 
however it came to pafs, to be fo ftatcd in 
the World as to be engaged in an Employ- 
ment that fubje&s them to reproach, and 
that implies a Crime even in the neceffity 
of carrying it on ; but with a careful and 
circumfpefi: management, how eafy is it 
for them to eftabliflv a Reputation for 2 
quiet, calm, modeft and well govern'dhoufc; 
and to found that Reputation upon the foot 
of a juft, exaft and regular conduct in the 
management of their bufinefs, let the na- * 
ture of it be what it will ? 

I have feen fome Inn-keepers in particu- 
lar, manage their bufinefs with all the «- 
aftnefs of right and thorough bred Traded 
men, keep their Houfes, their Stables, their 
Cellars, their Books, all with fuch care, 

fuch. 
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fuch conftant Application, fuch regular Di£ 
pofitions of things, one apart from ano- 
ther, that there has not been the leaft dif- 
order about them. 

Many of thefe have large Farms upon 
their hands dependent upon their Inns, 
and fome the Poft-houfe ; and that too, where 
they have had a large branch in their hands, 
and feveral by- bags and by-roads todireft, 
and to keep the accounts of, yet do all 
with the utmoft readinefs, and perhaps, be 
their own Brewers alfo at the fame time. 

Will any one deny that thefe are to be 
cairdTradefmen ? 'tis apparent that they arc 
*not only Tradefmen, but fome of the moft 
ftgnificant Tradefmcn that bear that name % 
and this, cfpecically when they come to 
have had extraordinary bulmefs, as is often 
the cafe. 

But it muftbe allow'd, that together with 
thefe fober, grave and fubftantial Trades- 
men, there are abundance of fcoundrel, fer- 
ry, griping, (harping Fellows, who neither 
merit the name or the character ; and that 
thefe are embark'd in the deftroying the 
morals of the Nation, and the health and 
livelyhood of the People, and to them a 
Chapter of advice wou'd have been very 
feafonablej but it is enough to tell fuch, 
they are the reproach of the employment* 
which but for their ill condu& might be 

H as 
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as reputable , as honeft , and as free from 
vices as any other employment. 

I have heard much of the exceflive d rink- 
ing among the ^utch and the Germans, 
and efpecially in the Provinces of fVeftpha^ 
Via and the Lower- Saxony \ where they Brew 
great quantities of Beer, and Mum, and have 
plenty of Wine befides : But I believe I 
may venture to challenge all the World to 
(hew the like quantity of Beer, and Ale, and 
Wine, and Cyder, and Brandy, Arrack and 
Geneva, and other Strong-waters, confura'd 
Info narrow a compafs of Land, or among 
an equal number of People, as is now in 
this our Country of England \ , nor is it 
pofliblc there can be a like number of 
Tradcfmen employ'd in rhe Management. 

The City ofRoftocky in the Duke of 
Msckletnburgh's Country, is famous for its 
Brewery, and for the great quantity of Beer 
they Brew there, and export to other Coun- 
tries 5 and it is indeed the principal Trade 
of the whole Port j yet l am inform'd 
that- there may be found two Brewing- 
offices in London, which Brew more Beer 
than all that City ; and if it is true, as I be- 
lieve it is, that there are two Brewers in 
London whx> Brew each of them iooo Bar- 
rels a Week, which makes 104000 Barrels 
a Year, I believe Roftock cannot go be- 
yond it. 

It is not much to the purpofe here to 

enter 
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enter into the particular proportions, be- 
'tween the Beer and Ale, and that of Bran- 
dy and Strong- waters, and the Perfons em- 
gloyUi^ felling, venting and putting off 
thofc Liquors, the number of the firft bear- 
ing no proportion to the numbers of the 
Taft, except in London only 5 but it muftof 
neceflity be very great. 

Thus we fee the Foundation laid, on 
which to raife an eftimate of the nutnbers 
of the Tradefmcn in this Kingdom; and 
really if all the fchools of Bacchus, all the 
Houfcs that fell Liquors, and entertain loofe 
and drunken People of all kinds, are to be 
reckon'd among the honeft Tradefmen, as 
I do not fee it can be otherwife; wemuft 
allow the Trade to be exceeding great, and 
the Tradefmen multiplying every Day. 

> * 

CHAP. IV. 

Of the Luxury and Extravagancies of 
the Age becoming Virtues in Com- 
merce, and how, they propagate the 
Trade and Manufactures of the 

' whole Nation. 

I Might add to the Vi&ualling and Drink- 
ing Trade all the feveral Trades em* 
ploy'd 9 in the Vanity , Gaiety and. Luxu- 

Hi W 
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ry of the Age , which are now become 
fuch eminent branches of our Commerce, 
that to make what we call fumptuary 
Laws , for reftraining Habits , Clothes , 
Equipages and expenfive cuftoms, wou'd be 
one of the greateft Invafions of our Trade 
that could poffibly be made, and wou'd 
ruin thoufands of Families : For Exam- 
plei; 

Suppofe an Aft of Parliament were 
to pafs to prohibit the wearing of Pe- 
rukes, an extravagance which no Nation 
ever run into like this, except the French : 
But fhou'd fuch a Law pafs, how many 
thoufand Hair- Merchants, Periwig- makers 
and their Dependanccs muft fink, want Em- 
ployment, and be undone ? the like might 
be laid of feveral other things. 

Suppofe a like Law fliou'd pafs againft 
wearing Silver or Gold either in Buttons, * 
or Lace, embroidery, or any other way, as 
it was (before the Union) in Scotland, and 
as during the late War, was ftri&ly enjoined , 
in France ; but how many Silver and Gold- 
Wire-Drawers, Embroiderers, Lace-makers, 
and Lace-fellers would lofe their Employ- 
ments, (hut up Shop, and be undone i and 
fo of other Employments. 

Suppofe publick calamities fliou'd reduce 
our Pride to fuch a degree, as that no Bone- 
lace fhou'd be allow'd to be worn in all 
his Majefty's Dominions, what a bio w wou'd 
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it be to the Employment of the Poor in 
thofc Counties, where fo many thoufands 
of poor People gain their Bread by that Ma- 
nufacture i and the like of many other parts 
. of the Ladies DrefTes, which however need- 
lcfs, and however the mere efFed of Pride 
and Luxury, are yet by cuftom become nc- 
ceflary to our Commerce, by which means 
the Luxury of the People is become a ver- 
tue in Trade. 

If a due Calculation were made of all the 
feveral Trades befides Labouring, Manufac- 
turing and Handicraft Bufinefs, Which are 
fupported in this Nation merely by the 
Sins of the People, as I may call them, I 
mean the fumptuary Trades, the Ribbons, 
the Perfumes, the Silks, the Cambricks, the 
Muflins, and all the numberlefs Gayctiesof 
Drcfs* as alfo by the Gluttony, theDrunk- 
ennefs, and other exorbitances of Life, it 
might remain a queftion, whether the ne- 
ceffary or the unneccflary were the greateft 
bleffingto Trade 5 and whether reforming 
our Vices wou'd not ruin the Nation. 

Tis very hard, and a melancholy rcflec- ' 
tion to think, that Wickednefs ftiou'd have 
got fuch root in this Nation, and ftiould be . 4 
fo effe&uaily fix'd, that .* it could not be re- 
mpved, but at the cxpence of our Trade, ;> 
and the ruin of an infinite number of Peo- 
ple > that it is fo incorporated with our ? 

H 3 felicity 
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felicity, that like a Limb of the Body an 
amputation wou'd endanger the Life. 

It is next to Incredible, what a (hare the 
Luxury of the Age has, in the ifcmployment 
of Families, and in the multiplying of Tradef- , 
men in this Nation, among whom no one 
article they deal in, may be call'd a necef- 
fary to Life, or even to the real comforts j 
of Life. 

The exorbitances of Drefs I have named, 
3t leaft fome of them ; the excefles of Eat- 1 
ing and Dritfking I have but juft named \ \ 
but I may be allowed to add, that thofe ex- 
cefles, as they are more Criminal than thofe \ 
'of Drefs and Attire, fo they are even in that 
excefs become more interwoven with our 
publick advantages 5 and to our great Mis- 
fortune be it fpoken, are fo neceffary to the 
fupport of the very Government, as well as of 
Commerce, that without the Revenue now 
raifed by them, we can hardly fee how 
the publick Affairs could be fupported. For 
example : 

\ The ffiLne^ tracks as calculated above, pays 
the Government in the ordinar y cuf- 
toms, befidcs the advantages flowing 
from it to the Shipping, the Naviga- 
tion, and the employ of^wmep, above 
5 80000 /. per Annum. 
N. B. If it fliould be fomething over 
or under, that is not material info 
general a calculation. 

The 
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The Malt-tax as mention'd above 600000, 
fbme rate it now, including Scot/and, 
at 700000, but 1 think it too much. 

The Excife, take it in all its Branches up- 
on Liquors, and now including Coffee 
and Tea, which may well be calPd 
part of our Luxury, I fuppofe to be, 
1. 000000 more or lefs, 

Together 2. 180 000 Lpcr Annum. 

Obferve that this is fuppofed to be the 
nctt duties clear of the vaft expences of 
the Colle&ion, which it is not my bufinefs 
to examine here ; becaufc I am now giv- 
ing only the grofs fums of things where- 
in there is no neceflity of a ftritt examina- ■ 
tion into fmaller Circumftances. 

But the great enquiry upon the Suppo- 
fition of thefe Calculations being really true, 
or near the truth, is this, viz. 

How many Wines and Brandy wou'd be 
imported? how much Malt made, and. Beer 
brew'd, and Spirits diftiU'd, and Coffee and 
Tea drank 5 if all Luxury and Intemperance 
were . laid afide, if no more of all thefe was to 
be made ufe of, than a due moderation in the 
ufe of them all required ? I do not mean 
that the People fliou'd be fuppofed to drink 
no more Strong-beer or Ale than necefli- 
ty required, that they fhoud take Wine 
only as Phyfick, and that Canary Ihou'd be 

H 4 fold 
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fold only in the Apothecaries Shops, as was 
the cafe in Henry VIII. time, and in Queen 
Elizabeth alfoj and that all of them were 
to be ufed no more than was needful 
for Health, which by the way wou'd go but 
a very little way. 

But I wou'd fuggeft a moderate temperate 
way of drinking only 5 fuppofe it to be fuch 
as the Spaniards, Italians and fuch Nations 
ufe it, that no Drunkcnnefs , po Extrava* 
ganeies, no Excefles were pra&is'd among 
us, cither among the Poor Qr the Rich 5 and 
let any one that underftands the general 
Confumption of thefc Liquors tell me, what 
defalcation he thinks wou'd be made in the 
revenue from what it is, as things nowftand 
among us 5 and whether at leaft a million 
and half of that vaft Revenue wou'd not 
be taken off from the account. 

But then, let them tell us alfo, what a 
dreadful Blow wou'd this Reformation be 
to Trade ? however neceflary, however call'd 
for by* Heaven and Earth, however requir'd 
for the health both of Soul and Body, that's 
not the queftion : But it wou'd be a clap 
of Thunde/ to the Nation: As it wou'd im- 
mediately fave above- a million of Money, 
fo it wou'd immediately ftarve above a mil- 
lion of People. v 

How many Akrhoufes muflftiut up, hovy 
many Bullies be taken down, what an ar- 
my of Drawers and Tappers, that fcum of 

7 ■ the 
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the Rabble, wou'd immediately go a beg- 
ging? what regiments of Gaugers and Ex- 
cife-men, Tide-waiters and Searchers, and 
all the Mob of Cuftom-houfe and Excife 
Officers ^vou'd be disbanded, and left to the 
Grave and the Gallows? and what an in- 
numerable throng of Women and Children, 
the wretched dependants of thofe mifera- 
bles, wou'd come to the Parifh for Bread } 
And what muft be done in this cafe ? 'tis 
a dreadful ftory * that's the truth of it j the 
Nation's Frofperity is built on the ruin of 
the Nation's Morals ; their ExcelTcs are the 
Exccfs of their welfare, and in a Word, 
we muft Preach no more to them Sobriety, 
Temperance, and Abatementeither of Pride 
or Drunkennels, for if they (hou'd reform 
they arc undone 5 upon the giving up their 
Souk depends the keeping up their Bodies 5 
dnd if you put a flop to the Excefles of the 
Age, as you leffen the Revenue, fo you ruin 
the Peoples in fliort, Virtue would be really, 
in the very Letter of it, a Sinking FtfND, 
for it wou'din a Word fink the value ofma- 
ny of our mod important , Funds 5 and to 
add to it all, it wou'd fink the value of 
Lands^ too : The Consumption of ^a pro- 
digious quantity of the Barley, which is now 
ufed, would be leflen'd in proportion, and 
the Lands which are yearly employ 'd to 
produce it be uncultivated. 
" JBut what a blow wou'd it be to Trade? 

it 



t 



io6 The Complete 

it wou'dtakc up all the refnaining part of this 
Work, to give a particular account of the 
many Trades and Families of Tradefmen, 
and the poor People depending upon them, 
who muft fink, be without bufinefs, and fcek 
their Bread at other Employments, which 
they were not bred to. * 

What a poor Nation muff, we have been 
if we had been a fobcr, religious, temperate 
Nation? How had prefcrving our Morals* 
made us Beggars ? unlefs the Rich had run 
into Excefles and Crimes innumdrabte , 
How muft innumerable poor have ftary'd? 
in a Word, it looks as if we were boundto 
be wicked or Poor, and go a fotiing, or.go 
a begging 5 the wealth of the Country is 
rais'dBy its Wickedncfs, and if it (houdbe 
reform'd it wou'd be undone. 

Nor is this our cafe in our Liquors only, 
and in our gaieties of Drcfs, but in almoft 
every thing elfe 5 particularly in our tabic 
Excefles 5 the waft and wantonnefs in Eating 
is come to fuch a height, that it is the fup-" 
port of innumerable People : what a fwarm 
of Gardiners, Poulterers, Paftry- Cooks, Eat- 
ing- houfes, &c. arc fupported by the mere 
Extraordinarics of Eating ; railing Plants by 
mere Violence, and as it were a rape upon the 
Earth $ forcing her to produce things before 
her time, and as it were in fpite of fcafons, 
climates, forward or backward Springs, and 
the moft obftinate oppofition of jiatural 
Caufcs ? What 
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What Rapes arc committed upon nature 
in the produ&ion of Animals as well as 
Plants ? making the Ewes bring Lambs all 
the Winter, fatting Calves to a monftrous 
ftzc, ufing cruelties and contrary diets to 
the poor -Brute, to whiten its Flefti for the 
Palates of the. Ladies, and to gorge the dain- 
ty - Stomachs- of thofe that lay up their feli- 
city/ij\ Eatiffg - fine, as they call it? 

Jt is rioV my bufinefs here to Write a Satyr \ 
Upbn-Luxury, and therefore I go no farther 
in my. Exclamations againft thefe horrible 
Exccffes; But as my Obfervations lye an- 
other way, I return to the Text. How many 
Trades arc depending upon thefe unhappy 
Articles > how many People, Cattle, Acres 
of Land, nay whole Countries (almofl) arc 
cmploy'd, in furnifliing Rarities for the 
nice Palates of thefe Friends to Luxury? 
Should we be redue'd to moderation in our 
diet, and to feed fparingly, though whole- 
fome too, but not dainty, fo as Heaven could 
with but one dry or wet Summer bring us 
to the neceflity of doing •, how many Tradef 
men wou'd it be the ruin of? how many 
Maid-fervants wou'd it difmifs from their 
Places? how many Shops wou'd it (hut up* 
how many Kitchens wou'd it make half ufe- 
lcfs> in a Word, was Eating and Drinking 
reduced to things needful only, and to need- 
ful quantities too, we (hou'd be a moft mi- 
ferable Nation as to Trade, \ won't fay bur 

% more 
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more of our People wou'd dye gqod r Chrif- 
tians, and many of them. live longer too,- 
as well as better than they do. But we 
fhou'd have no more Trade than they have 
in Swedeland and Norway y comparatively 
ipeakingi and our moderation and temper- 
ance, praftis'd firft to reform our manners, 
wou'd be foon neceffary to us, for want of 
Money to live better. 

It muft be confefs'd, Trade is almoft uni- 
verfally founded upon Crime $ the few Ar*' . 
ticks which mere neceflity obliges one Na- 
tion to purchafc from another, are very 
few > they would employ but few Ships, 
call for fmail Stocks, and but few Mer- 
chants : I do not doubt but neceflity was . 
the firft foundation of Trade : People tra- 
veled or fail'd from one Nation to another 
to buy and exchange fuch Goods only as ^ 
they wanted for their needful fupply : But •* 
yet finding in remote Countries rarities to 
invite the curious, gaieties to tempt the fine, 
rich Furrs to clothe the tendejr and delicate, 
and fine Silks to pleafe the wanton and 
gay world i thefe being carried away and 
brought to Countries where they received , 
Goods equally rare,, but perhaps as fuper- 
fluous, they carried Specimens at firft to (hew 
in the Countries they came from, and there 
rcceiv'd orders to fetch over quantities, and 
thus we came to have the Silks of c PerJia, 
the Sables and Ermins of Rujfia and Muf- 
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covy t theCallicoes of India \ thus the Ter- 
Jians and Armenians fetch our Woollens, 
tho' they have their own Silks: Thus the 
toys andjtrifles, the eflences and perfumes of 
the French and the Italians, the Wine and 
Oil of the Spaniards, and all the fuperfluities 
of the Nations afe carried from Pface to 
Place at a vaft Expence, and become the 
fubjeft of Trade, both of Labour and Mo- 
ney, and find Employment for millions of 
People in all parts almoft of the World. 

On this very account, two thirds of the 
Navigation of the World is employ'd, to 
fpeak nothing of Land-carriage 5 let a Ihort 
rcfle&ion explain it to your underftanding, 
v/c have in England ten thoufand fail of 
Ships, fome fay twenty thoufand, and I 
believe they that fay twenty fpeak neareft 
the truth. 

.Now take out of thofe all the Coal- (hips, 
Salt-fhips, Corn- (hips, and fuch likej:oaft- 
ing Veflels, which carry neceffaries from 
one place to another, and for the fupply of 
this great City in particular, and others in 
•proportion : Take away the Fiftiing Vet 
fels alfo for the fame Places, and what are 
all the reft employ'd in ? How at leaft does 
the unnccefTary mingle with the needful, 
and what few abfolutely neceflary things 
do we find among the reft ? 

What neceflity have we of all our Eaft- 
IndiaTzzdci of the Callicocs, wrought Silks, 

raw- 
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raw-Silk 5 the Tea of China, the Cpffce.jtf 
Arabia, the Diamonds of Golconda and of 
Borneo, the Oriental Pearl of Ormus and 
Gamberoon, the Emeralds of the Great Mo- 
gul's Country, the Indigo of Lahore, the 
Salt-peter and the Dye-ftufFs of the reft, and 
the Pepper likewife of Sumatra, and other 
trifles of all that Country, nay, even the 
Spices themfelvcs, I fay \vhat is our nccef- 
fity of them all? 

Even the Tobacco of Virginia, the Sugars, 
and MclafTcs of Barbadoes, the Cdcoa and 
the Rum of Jamacia, and the Furs and Bca; 
ver of all the other Countries of America, 
what neceflity are they of? . 

The Wines, the Fruit, the Brandy, the 
Lace, the Calicoes, Cambricks and other 
fine Linens, from France, Spain, 'Portugal, 
Italy and Flanders ? 

The fine Oil from Lucca, the Capers and . 
Anchovies from Leghorn, the Orangesfrom 
Seville, and the Limons from Malaga, what 
are they but Sauces to whet our gorg'd 
Appetites, and to affift our furfeited Sto- 
machs, over-charg'd with quantities of Food, 
help our Gluttony and prompt us to repeat 
our Cravings, and call for more? 

In a Word, our Navigation is chiefly cm- 
ploy'd upon the exorbitances of Life* fuch 
as we call needful for Trade, but in the 
main arc not neceffary to the being of Man- 
kind, no, nor for their well being neither; . 

but 

■ 
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but arc employ'd in promoting the Luxury 
of the World, and are all now thought 
extraordinary advantages to the publick, as 
they encreafe Trade 5 fo that to promote 
Trade is a fufficicnt defence now, of any \ 
branch of Commerce, however tending di- 
rc&ly to the propagating Vice 5 like laying 
a Tax upon Cards and Dice, which feems 
to be a Tacit Liberty to the ufe of them, 
whether othcrwife* lawful or no. 

But not to make this Work a continued 
Satyr, let any Man who thinks thefe things 
worth confidering, rcflcft upon the Com- 
merce of other Countries, and only make the 
comparifon 5 he will foon fee what are the 
fpecific reafons why we have fo much Trade 
and thofe other Countries fo little j why j 
our People -are employ'd and theirs ftarve; 
why our Poor live well and theirs to the 
J aft degree miferable, 1 
• Take the comparifon between the Do- 
minions of the Turks and thofe of England, 
and between the great City of Conftanti- 
nople and the City of London. 

The Turks , whatever elfe they are, and 
however wicked , blafphemous, cruel, that's 
nothing to us 5 but certainly, did all the reft 
of the World live like them, the thing call* 
ed Trade would hardly deferve a name in 
the World, I mean»comparativcly to the pro- 
digious hurry the Chriftian part of Europe 
.appears to be in. 

Their 
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Their Trade is only an exchange of the 
more ncceflary things of Life, fuch as we 
fay are required for Food and Raiment; 
this Food is far from luxurious feafting, or 
faring dilicioufly, fuch as we call fine Eating 
and nice Feeding ; their treats arc Coffee, 
Sherbet, and meffesof Rice, drefs'd their own 
way, a little Flefti and but very little. 
TheirClothes know no gaiety, very little or- 
nament, except among thzBaffas, thcSultans 
and the Perfons of Rank; nor do they of- 
ten change their Fafliions, fo that the ex- 
penfive part of their Clothing, which gives 
a mafs of Employment in fuch a City as 
this, is not known. 

As is their Habit, the like are their Build- 
ings and Furniture, Gardens, Equipages, 
fyc. nothing of (Mentation appears, nothing 
Chargable ; how then ftiould there be any 
bufinefs, for fuch throngs of Artificer^of 
feveral forts, as are to be found in thispait 
of the World? 

Let us confider London as containing a 
million 500000 People, as I believe to be of 
the leaft,takingL0»dw with its dependencies,, 
that is to fay, for five Miles round it : I ven- 
ture to affirm, that if all the Trades of which 
there are none to be found in Cmftantiffo* 
pie, were to be taken civilly and quietly^out_ 
of the City of London, there wou'd be much 
fewer People in London than there are now' 
in Confiantinople : For Example y % . 
4 The 
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The Turks have neither Malt or Malt- 
Liquor : There at once they abate you all 
the Inns, Ale-houfes and Publkk Drinking 
or Eating-houfes, which are to be feen in 
London, and the parts adjacent 5 and who ft 
number isfo fcandaloufly great, that (hould 
it be made publick, Strangers would hardly 
think it credible : But if you were to fefc 
the number that depend upon them too, 
fuch as Maltftcrs, Malt-makers, Brewers 
and their Servants, Tapfters, and all thfc 
iiamelcfs crew of Maftcrs and Servants, 
Hotfcs, Carriages, Farmers, Ploughmen, 
&c. who all get their Bread by the Drink- 
ing- trader reckoning from the fowing the 
Barley to the drunken confumcr of the Lr* 
quor : How many thoufands more would 
there ftill be that would have their Bread to 
feek, and new Employments to look out for, 
if the Drinking of Malt Liquor was to 
be taken wholly out of Trade, and the 
prattice of it at once left off? 
; From the Beer and Ale, let us adjourn 
to the Diftillers of Malt-fpirirs ; I have ob- 
fefved in its place, that the Diftillers in this 
City only, confume two hundred thoufand 
quarts of Malt every Year, beftdes 15000 
hoglheads of Cyder in the diftillmg or draw- 
ing Spirits : to reduce this to the vulgar Mea- 
furc known abroad, it is fixtcen hundred 
thoufand Bufhels of Malt, and 40009 Bart* 
Voi, II. I co's 
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co's of Cyder, for thofc Mcafurcsthcy only 
know it by at Conjlantinople. 

Add to this, atl the feverai quantities of 
Spirits extra&ed from Mclaffes, from 
eager, and damag'd Wines, and Bottoms, 
whofe number we cannot eafily guefs at. 

Go on then to the Wine, Brandy, Cy- 
der and other Liquors confum'd in this City, 
which according to fome is not left than 
50000 ton of Wine, and 10000 ton of 
Brandy, Cyder, and all other Liquors. 

Bring this to a calculation with the City 
of Cmftantinople^whtt^ unleft the Franks 
and Jews, there is no fuch thing as Wine, 
Brandy, or Spirits tafted, unlefs fecretly and 
by ftcalth, it being prohibited by their Law. 

Take then out of our accounts of Trade 
in London, all the Merchants, Importers of 
Wine, all the Wine-Coopers, Porters, Car- 
men, and their Servants and Horfes who 
are concern'd in Landing, Houfing, Carry- 
ing in, and Carrying out thefc Wines, be- 
fore they come to the Vintner, and the 
Pint-pot. 

Strike o|f next all the Vintners, Tavern- 
keepers, Inn-keepers and Publick-houfes, 
who draw Wine 5 with their Drawers and 
Servants $ all the Stroiig-water-fhops, Bran- 
dy-(hops, Cydcr-houfcs, Ginrftiops, Punch- 
houfes and Retailers of Spirits, and all their 
1 Servants aud Depeadeocie*. 

Next 
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Next take off all the Cooks, Eating- 
houfes, Spring-gardens, Bowling-greens, and 
others, fuch as are caird houfes of Entertain- 
ment and their Dependencies 5 all the Hack- 
ney-coachmen, Chairmen and their Depen- 
dants , none of all which arc known or 
heard of in Conftantinople , the place we 
are now to meafure with. . 

Then call over all your Hair-merchants, 
Jterriwig- makers and their Servants and De- * 
pendencies, all the Coach-makers, Chair- 
makers, Hamefs-makers, fyc. Trades fo pro- 
digioufly multiply'd of late in this City, >' 
with all the numberlcfs Artificers depend- 
ing upon and employ 'd by them, fuch. as 
; { Glafs-makers, Founders, Workers in Lea- 
ther, in Iron and in Brafs, Painting, Carv- 
ing, Gilding, &c. 

All the feveral Trades employ'd in the 
gay Equipages of our People, and particu- 
larly the Liveries for perhaps an hundred 
thoufand Coachmen, Footmen, Pages, Va- 
lets, and fuch Servants as wear Liveries. 

It is well known, you fee no Perriwigs 
worn among the Turks, they have Slaves 
indeed, but they are not fo kind to give 
them Liveries, lac d Coats , edg d Hats and 
flioulder Knots j the Turks keep no Coach- 
es or Chairs, Chaifesor Berlins > the Ladies 
walk on Foot to Church ; nor are their 
Mofques parted off into Pews, and lin'd 
with Green- cloth or Velvet to feparate the 

la high 
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fiigh from the low, the Baffa kneels ddwn 
with the poor Janizary, the rich with the 
poor, make their Prayers^ together. 

I could make fome juft obfervations here 
upon our ordinary behaviour in folemn 
things, fo fcandalous to all the Nations of 
the World, and 'tis hard to forbear $ but it 
is not my bufineis here 5 I return to the 
Trade. ~* 

Let thofe that confider Conftantinopk 
to be a City containing a million of Peo- 
ple, and yet fubfifting under all thefe nega- 
tives in Trade, calculate if they can how 
many People wou'd be found in London, or 
Taris, or Amfterdam, if all the ways of 
living mentioned above were taken away, 
and many more that I could name. 

Not to fay a word of all the Ships which 
are employ'd in bringing thefe forbidden, 
(out of -falhion) Materials to them, and all 
the Trades depending upon the building and 
conftant repair of thofe Ships : For Ex- 
ample : ' 

The Turks have iio'Collonics in remote 
Countries, to bring in vaft Fleets yearly, the 
Growth of Virginia, Barbadoes, Jamaica, 
New-Spain and the Brafils ; their Tobacco- 
Grows as it were every where attheirown 
Doors, they Drink their Coffee without Su- 
gar, nature's juices are fufficient to them 
without fwcctningj there at ohce cr vaft 
throng of Weft-India Merchants with all 

1 their 
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their Ships, the Loading and the Sailors are 
<quite put put of Employment and voted 
ufelefs in Trade. 

I might go l pn to difcard out of Trade all 
the mighty throng of thoie Trades who get 
their living here by vanity and drefs; I 
mean by the variety and changes of faftrion 
in drefs, whether of Klen or Women, as 
alfo for the rich furniture of Houfes, &c. 
what numbers of TayloT$,a;ftd Mantua T ma- 
kcrs, Hofters, Millcncrs, Sempftrcfles, Up- 
holfterers and in particular Lace-fhops and 
'Linen- drapers mult we difmifs out of Trade 

; 4n this Cafe. ' 

y- Particularly, and. which indeed I ftiouid 
have reckoned before, all the Haberdafhcrs 
of Hats, and Glovers, all the Hat- makers 

/and Glove-makers wou d be difmifsd at 
once, and moft of the Shoe-makers alfo j fo 

"that the fpoil wou'd fall among the Handi- 
crafts alfo, as well as among the Tfadef- 
tnen. 

But to avoid dwelling upon things too 
long, this great City, I believe, muft be glad 
to difmifs two thirds of its People., and fend 
them into the Country to Till the Land, 
and get their Bread as Adam did, by the 
Sweat of their Brows j where they muft dif- 
perfe too, and fcatter up and down, for they, 
muft live no more of them in a plage th£n 
the Land could maintain, if they did they 
muft ftarve. 
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I bring all this home to my firft argu- 
ment thus ; viz. Trade is propagated by 
our crimes, the people fupport one another 
by their Extravagance and Luxury , their 
Gaiety and Pride ; Gluttony and Drunken- 
nefs aifift to maintain the Nation ; the peo- 
ple grow rich by the people.; they fupport 
one another; the Taylor, the Draper, the 
Mercer, the Coach- maker, &c* and their 
Servants, all haunt the Publick-houfes ; the 
Matters to the Taverns, the Servants to the 
Alc-houfcs, and thus the Vintner and the 
Vi&ualler thrive and grow rich. Thofe a- 
gain getting before-hand in the World, 
muft have fine Clothes, fine Houfes, and 
fine Furniture ; their Wives grow gay, as 
the Husbands grow rich, and they go to the 
Draper, the Mercer, the Taylor, the Up- 
holfterer, &c. to buy fine Clothes and nice 
Goods ; Thus the Draper and Mercer and 
Taylor grow rich too, Money begets Mo- 
ney, Trade circulates, and the tide of Mo- 
ney flows in with it, one ha\id tyafties the 
other hand, and both hands wafh the Face. 

Hence we fee the Trade fman depends 
upon the jpqqx as well as the rich, an Jail 
together makes Trade ;, which* oSfetvation 
affords a good inference to keep a Tradcf- 
xnan humble; but of that by itfelf. 

In the mean time, this however may be 
faid in the behalf or defence of our Com- 
merce, ^ well Foreign as Home-Trade, viz, 

that 
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that the Trade docs not make the Vice, 
but the yice makes the Trade; if the Trades- 
men propagate Crimes in the ordinary way 
of their bufinefs, the fault is not in the Trade, 
but in the Man j as in the cafe of Drunken- 
nefs, the Orape and the Malt is not charg- 
able, they are an innocent produft, no, nor 
are the Wine, the Spirits, the Beer or Ale 
guilty 5 'tis the excefs, 'tis drinking them 
extravagantly, taking an unreafonable quan- 
tity loytcring away an unreafonable deal of 
time, (pending their Money and ftarving 
their Families % thefe are the Vices. 

Again, Trade, take it in the firft Perfon 
of the Tradefman, does not introduce the 
Luxury, and Extravagance of the people j or 
their exorbitant expence in fine Clothes or 
fine Equipages, their Pride and Oftentation 
in either or any of thefe : But the Vice is > 
in the breaft of the vicious j the Pride is in \ 
the infide of the Beau, while his Embroide- 
ries, his Laces, his fine Clothes only flut- 
ter in the Wind from the outfide of his 
Carcafs. Now the Tradefman indeed takes 
the advantage of the Fop, and puts in to 
furnifh him with Gaieties, and fine Feathers: 
But the Tradefman does not bid him turn 
Peacock, and ftrut about to (hew and fpread 
his Plumes. 

The Man is a Fool, or Fop, or Beau, the 
terms are fynonymous, 'tis much the fame 
call him what you will, he comes to the 

1 4 Tradcf. 
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Tradefman's {hop, he buys one toy here, ano- 
ther trifle there $ he calls for Silver-buttons 
in one place, fine Brocade or Cloth of Gold 
in another} here he fets an Embroiderer to 
Work, there a Lace- maker 5 he dire&s 
one to make this, another that,- in a 
word, he fcattcrs his Money about as a Far- 
picr makes Hay, and when all thefe things 
are brought together 5 as Aaron caft the 
Earings into the Fire, and out came a Calf; 
lo the Taylor is fent for, and all the ap- 
paratus of his Pride being thrown into hip 
hands, out comes the Pye-ball'd party-co- 
' lour'dEeau, compleatly cook'd up and drefs'd 
as gay as a Merry-andrew. 

All this while 'tis not the Monkey that 
plays the Man, but 'tis the Man that playjsthe 
Monkey ; 'tis not the Merry-andrew that 
afts the Mountebank, 'tis the Mountebank 
that afts the Merry-andrew: But ftill Trade 
is in the right of it, to take their Money for 
this is a vcrtue, as it employs a great num- 
ber of People ; and thus it frequently appears/ 
that th. cv v ^r ant pride of the age feeds . 
Tracici, .*i consequently the Poor. 

An:! what wou'd become of Trade if it 
was not thus? The alternative is unhappily 
come upon usj we muft either jfeil them 
fine Clothes, or they will buy abroad, which 
is quite contrary to the rqafon of Trade : 
if fine Silks, rich Brocades, Velvets, &c. 
are i*ot to be had here, the Beau aad the 
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fine Lady will fend to France for them, nay, 
they will go to France to fetch them, rather 
than want them. 

The French do the like, they arc forbid 
importing our fine Woolen Cloths into 
France \ and their Manufacturers, whatever 
they boaft of, cannot makp the like there : 
And what follows? we fee every Summer 
the French Beaus make a trip over to Eng~ 
land,\ow purpofe to make new Clothes 
and go home again (for they may carry 
them ready made.) 

It may be anfwer'd, we might reduce 
the national Pride by fumptuary Laws 5 re- \ 
ftraining the wearing of Embroidery, Silver 
and Gold Trimmings, high priz'd Laces, and 
the like. Hold there 5 you may reftrain their 
Extravagance, but yon can't promife to re- 
ftrain their Pride 5 the gay Drefs may be for- 
bid, yet the gay temper may remain 5 fo you 
jruin your Trade and keep your Vice. 

A Man lighted off from his Horfe, to 
take a ftonc out of his Foot, and to eafe 
the poor Creature who halted forely ; The 
ignorant Horfe kick'd him, (perhaps fup- 
pofing he was going to hurt him, his Foot 
being tender) is it fo ! anlwers the Man (and 
(lifting his own Foot up) gives the Horfe a 
kick, there's kick for kick, ( fays he) and 
the ft one in your Foot ft ill. 

All your fumptuary Laws do nothing to re- 
form the yicc, and yet they injure the Trade . 

fo*. 
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fo, that there's the Trade wounded, the 
Tradefmen ruin'd, and the Crime's in the 
Country ftill. 

But to return to the cafe as it is j Trade 
takes the benefit of all your Extravagancies, 
Trade gains by the Vice, but Trade does 
not make the Vice ; that would be to mak$ 
Trade criminal in its own nature i and no 
honeft Man could then be a Tradefman, no 
religious Man could be a Mercer, or a Lace- 
man, or a Taylor, and fo of the reft; and 
this way indeed it might be faid, as I for- 
merly noted, that a Tradefman could not 
be an honeft Man. 

It is moft certain, that Trade is fupportcd 
and enlarged, efpecially in this Country, by 
many Branches of our excefles and immo- 
ralities 5 and tho' I might fet down fomc 
Expedients here, which might contribute 
fomething towards an abatement at leaft of 
the evil, tho' not to ah effeftual cure, yet 
as I am upon other things in this Work, it 
is at prefent quite out of the way. 

Collected bodies of People are alfo a par- 
ticular alfiftance to Trade $ and therefore 
to have one great and capital City in a 
Kingdom , is a very great advantage to 
Trade, and much more than if the fame 
numbers of People dwelt in feveral places. 
Por example : 

. Suppofe the City of London to contain 
fifteen hundred thoufand People, as they 

tell 
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tell us it docs 5 I infift that it is much more 
to the advantage of the whole Kingdom, 
I mean as to Trade , that it ftiou'd be fo, 
than that the fame number of People were 
divided equally, and Jiv'd in fifteen feve- 
ral Cities remote from one another. * 
It is the fame as to Navigation, it is much 
better that they have here one command- 
ing Port, one noble navigable River, than 
that they had in their divided and remote 
fltuation, as above, fifteen navigable Rivers, 
one to every City, 

Spain is a remarkable inftance of this, 
there is there no capital City, the City or 
rather Village of Madrid, where the Court 
refides,is fuppofedto contain 300,000 Peo- 
ple, and this is cali'd the capital but it has 
neither Sea-port or Inland Navigation, no 
Navigable River being near it 5 the nearcft is 
the Tagus at Toledo, Which is not only diftant 
1 z Leagues at leaft, but does not open in- 
to the Sea in the fame Dominion, but in 
^Portugal 5 ib that it is no Navigation at all 
as to Spain. 

Now Spain has abundance of other Popu- 
lous Cities and Sea- ports in it, difperft and 
remote from one another, as Seville, Gra- 
nada, Cadiz, Barcelona,^aragoJfa, Malaga, 
Granada, Valentia, Toledo, Cordoua, and 
feveral others. 

The firft of thofe, Seville, has at leaft 
y 00, 000 People in it alfo, and feveril of the 

reft 
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left from 1 00,000 upwards to near 200,000, 
at Cadiz,) Barcelona, Malaga, Saragojfa, 
Vakntia, Granada, which laft City our 
beft Geographers reckon to be very near as 
Populous as Seville or Madrid ; to fum them ' 
up from the the Spanifb way of eftimating 
Cities, and by the beft accounts, we can 
meet with, take them thus. 

1. Madrid 24000 Families, half of which 
are of Nobility and Quality^ having 
from 20 to 30 and upwards in Family, 
the reft being of the ordinary rate. 

Beftdcs eftimating the King's Houfhold at 
the Fardo, which including the ordi- 
nary Guards is faid* to contain always 
12000 Souls. 2. Seville, containing 
60000 Families at fix in a Houfe 3 60000. 
Souls. 3. Granadd, 50000 Families. 
4. Malaga. 5. Cordoua. 6. Valentia. 
7. Barcelona. S. Saragojfa. 9. Cadiz. 
10. Majorca, each of thefe, 1 5000 Fa- 
milies, which with the Poor and there* 
ligiousHoufesmakc far above 100000 
in each City. 

- 

The rcafon of naming thefe Cities will 
appear prefently : Put them all together, they 
arc not fuppoied to contain more People 
than the City of London, and thofe adja-? 
cent Towns to London, which depend up* 

...... on 
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on their fupply of Provifions from the Ci- 
ty, including alfo the Ships in the River. 

Now as thefc Cities ftand all remote 
from one another, and moftof them in the 
moft rich and fertil foil, on or near the Sea- 
coafis, or on the banks of navigable Rivers, 
their fupply of Provifions, Fewel, Clothing, 
Equipage, Furniture , and take it of as ma- 
ny kinds as you pleafe, does neither come 
,with, difficulty, call for multitudes of hands 
to be employ'd in raifing, procuring, fetch- 
ing or carrying them, nor does it Influence 
the Country to any perceptible degree, 
except perhaps for twenty or thirty Miles 
found them. 

But were all thefe Cities, that is to fay, 
the number of the Inhabitants included in 
them, all join'd in one capital, fuppofe Ma- 
drid, and tho' you were to fuppofe Ma- 
drid had a noble navigable River coming 
up to it, fuch as the Tagus? or the Ebro y or 
the Guada/quiver, 'tis evident, the \*hole 
Kingdom of Spain, large and fpacious as it is, 
for it may be reckon'd almoft 500 Miles 
Square, wou'd be engag'd and influenced, 
more or lefs, in fupplying that one City 
with Provifions, 

All the Sea-coafts, and all the Cities and 
Ports upon thofc Coaft$ wou'd be bufied, and 
* Fleets of Ships employ'd to furnifli Wine, 
Corn,Oil,Fruits,andForeign Importations of 
every kind, ail to the capital port of Madrid. 

All 
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All the Inland Provinces wou'eh be t& 
gag'd and employ 'd in Ploughing and Row- 
ing the Lands, to raifc Corn, planting Vines 
and groves of Olives, to make Wine and 
Oil for this great Metropolis. 

All the rich Meadows and Paftures wouM 
be improv'd to feed and fatten the black' 
Cattle, to nourifh the Cows, fuckle the 
Calves, and furnifh Beef, Veal and Milk, 
Butter, Cheefe, &c. and all the Mountains, 
the Forrefts, and Plains for breeding the black 
Cattle and Horfes before they came to thofc 
rich Paftures 5 alfo the Plains muft be c<£" 
ver'd with flocks of Sheep, which are now 
difperft and fcatter'd a few and few together j 
and thus as it is in England , every Pro- 
i vince wou'd be providing fomething for the 
Capital. 

Nor is it a juft obje&ion to fay, the fame 
number of People will confume the 'fame 
quantity of Provifions in whatever fituation 
they may be plac'dj for tho* the quantity 
v fhould be the fame, yet the Influences up- 
on Trade occaiton'd by it( being all pointed 
to one Center, is fuch as quite alters the 
cafe, and wou'd put the whole Body of the 
People into motion as it is in England. 
What Fleets would there be employ 'd to 
bring Oil from Seville and Majorca, Wine 
from Cadiz, Malaga, Ativans, Barcelona, 
and Galicia, &c. Fi(h, Wrought Iran and 

Steel, all Xorts of Weapons fire Arms and 

> Artillery 
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Artillery from Bilboa and St. Ant onto > and 
Silk and Wool horn Segovia and Valentia^ 

. and the like from other parts > 

^ > What an infinite number of Horfes, Mules 
^ and Carriages , and Carriers muft be cm- 
floy'd by Land from all the inland Provinces 

1 to carry the Produd of. the Earth dire&ly 
to Madrid, or if too remote for that, to 
carry them to the feveral Sea- ports, where 
thofe Ships and Fleets were to take them 
on board? 

How is this the caufe of employing a 
thoufand fail of Ships, and perhaps three 
Xjmcs as many in England? to bring the 

^Coals from one place, Salt from another, 
CHeefe from another, Lead from the North, 

* ^lock-Tin from the Weft, Corn from Hull, 
from Lynn, and from all the Coafts of .Nor- 
folk, Suffolk, Effex, Kent, Sujfex, and South- 
ampton, Filhfrom all the Season the Eaft 
and South fide of the Ifland, and fo of the 
reft. 

How many thoufands, I might fay hun- 
dreds of thoufands, of Men and Horfes are 
employ 'd in the carrying and re-carrying to 
and from London the Growth of England, 
and the Importations of foreign Countries * 
and how many pf thefe wou'd ftand (till 
and want Bufincfs, (nay want Bread, per- 
haps,) if this great City was divided into fif- 
teen Cities, as above •> and they were fituatcd 
in fo many different Places,, remote from 

,4 one 
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one another , where the Country within 
twenty or thirty Miles round them wou'd be 
fufficient for them, and able to fiipply them, 
and where every Port would Import their 
own Goods from Abroad. • . ' 

In a Word, we Ihould have a general 
want of Bufinefs, whereas now all the 
World (here among us) are in a hurry and 
fully employ'd, in carrying out and carry- 
mg in. 

Particularly obferve another Article, thd 
number of People at London makes this 
City the Center of foreign Commerce > here 
a great quantity of Goods from all foreign 
Countries, arc brought in, becaufe here is al- 
ways a Market, and hire they can be con. 
fum'd ; whereas take all the other Ports of 
Evgland, many of them can fend .Ships 
Loaden out, but few can bring them Load- 
en home ; for example : 

Briftol is the moft capable of this, next 
to London, and even iJn/?*/ cannot always 
difpofe of the Loading of Ships home; 
again Yarmouth can fend perhaps eighC 
or ten large Ships out to xhcStr eights, viz. 
to Cadiz * to Malaga, to Leghorn, zo Ve^ 
vice, every Year, laden with Red-herrings. 
But if thofe Ships load back with Currants 
from Zant, Oil from Gal/ipo/i, Silk and Li- 
pari, Raifins and Oil from Mejjlna, Silk 
and Wine, fine Oils, Anchovies, Capers, 
&c. from Leghorn; Silks, and Paper, and 

.Sulphur, 
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. Sulphur, and blocks of Marble from Genoa, 
what fhall they do with thofc at Tar mouth ? 
they mud all unlade and deliver their Gar- 
goes at London, and fo of the reft $ fo that 
the bulk of London makes the Trade of 
England ; and thofe People thro' their abun- 

• . dant ignorance, efpecially inTrade, are great- 

ly miftaken, who pretend the bulk and 
growing grcatnefs of the City is, too much 
for the whole Country 5 alledging that the 

♦ Nation is Liver-grown, and muft dye of a > 
» ^Pleura. The City drawing away the nourifti- 

nient from the Country as a dropfie fwells 
the Body, but draws the nouriftiment away 1 
from the extreme parts. r 
But I fay, this is a miftake $ even the fimi- 
le itfelf will not hold 5 for this fwelling the 
Bpdy of the City makes it the Center of 
Nouriftiment to the whole Nation 5 and as 
every part of the Kingdom fends up hither 
the beft of their Produce, fo they carry back 
a return of wealr'h rThc Money flows from 
the City into the remoteft parts, and fur- 
nifties them again to encreafe that Produce, 
to improve the Lands, pay Rent to their 
Landlords, Taxes to their Governors, and 
^ fupply their Families with nece(Taries$ and 
this is Trade. 

, Nor fhould we know any thing confider- 
able of this Trade if the greatnefs of the 
City, did not caufe it j here the Manufactures 
i& well a* Produce of the feveral Countries 

K arp 
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are amafs'd for falc, as well for the circu- 
lation of Commerce at home, as the Ex- 
portation to Countries abroad. 

Here Ships from all patts arrive, and fc- * 
vera! of the moft confiderable Branches of 
Trade are confin'd to this place by Law: 
The Eaft- India Trade is all fettled here 5 
the Greenland Trade deliver all here 5 the 
Italian Thrown Silk is confind to be im- 
ported here, and here only, and at no other 
Port in England: Here the African Com- 
pany import all their Gold, and the South- 
Sea Company all their Silver 5 in a Word, 'tis 
the great gulph of the Britijh Trade, and as 
it comes in here, fo it goes out again from 
hence to all parts of the Nation, circulating 
in Home Trade from the Merchant to the 
Confumer. 

Let us obferve how this woud be in 
Spain, to go back (o the fame reflexions as 
before ; there is lately publiftied, by an Au- 
thority that may be depended upon, an ao 
count of the Confumption of Provifions at 
Madrid-, it is done by way of Oftcnta- 
tion, to (hew the greatnefs of the place, 
and the number of its inhabitants, and a 
little to take notice of the plenty of Fldh 
eaten in Spain, in contradi&ion to the rio- 
tion which fome have in this Country, that 
they eat more Flelh in London in a Month 
than they do in all Spain in a Year s the 
Account is thus. 

+ Provifions 
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Provifions £pnfum*d for one Year, in the 
capital Town of Madrid. 

500 000 Shdep and Goats. 
■ 1 2000 Black Cattle or Beeves. 

6000 Lambs and Kids. 

9000 Calves. 

13000 Swine. 

90000 Arobasof Oil. 

960000 Arobas of Wine, each Aroba 
is 25 pound weight, that is about three 
Gallons and a half. 

56000 Quintals of Bacalco that is Salt 
Fifh, each Quintal 1 1 3 pound weight. 

It muft be acknowleg'd this is a very 
confidetfible quantity of Provifions 5 but I 
muft add, that it is not poflible to guefs at 
the numbers, of People in Madrid* by .this 
account. On the other Hand, take the Com* 
putation and compare it with England, I 
make tio doubt, but the City oiBrtftol con- 
fumes much more, tho' we do not reckon 
one thitd pf the .People to be in it. 

It is true, the Wine and the Oil exceeds 
the expense of Wine and Oil in Briftol % 
but if it be confidered that their Oil is ufed 
as we ufe Butter, and that Wine or Wa- 
ter is the only Liquor they Drink, and that 
they have neither Malt-liquor or Cyder 5 the 
Provifions confum'd ztBriftol will far exceed 

K 2 thofe 
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thofc of Madrid , tho' Madrid is faid to have 
near 300000 People, and Brifiol not quite 
one. 

For fet the quantity of Butter, Chcefc 
and Milk againft their Oil, and the quanti- 
ty will be infinitely out-done $ and fet the 
Malt-liquor and Cyder and Wine againft 
their Wine alone, the quantity will exceed 
in Briftol and the value much more. 

As to the number of Sheep and Lambs, 
I fuppofe there will be no great difference; 
but for the Hogs, Lambs, Calves and black 
Cattle , I doubt not but Briftol goes greatly 
beyond Madrid, efpecially the Vi&ualling 
their Ships at Briftdl included. 

But to bring this back to my Subjcft; 
all thefe Provifions expended at Madrid, 
what do they do for the Country as toTrade ? 
Truly they employ the Country very 
much, that's certain, and we muft do juftice 5 
and our City of Briftol docs the like : But 
how far in the Country docs that Employ- 
ment extend ? How far do they feel the 
Influence^ perhaps in Spain it may go far- 
ther, and the Country may be conccrn'd in 
furnifhing Corn twenty or thirty Mile, and 
Cattle farther, forty or fifty Mile, but after 
that you find little or nothing of it. 

Thus at Briftol they carry Corn a great 
way indeed, by Water down the Rivers Se- 
vern and Avon, out of Gloucefterjbire and 
fVbrcefterJhire, and from the Vale of Eve- 

4 Jbam; 
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fbam j likcwifc they bring Cyder from He- 
refordjhire down the Wye, Chejbire Cheefe 
by the Severn out of Shropfbire, and But- 
ter from South- Wales by Sea, and fo Br if 
tol may affedt all thofe Countries. 

But their Black Cattle are fupplied from 
Somerfetjhire and Wales, and their Mutton 
and Corn, Cheefe and Bacon from Wtlts and 
Gloucejlerjhiresy all Counties juft adjoining; 
and after you are gone twenty Miles from 
them, even in thofe Counties, you fcarce find 
any mention of the place 5 I mean of Brif 
tol\ nay one way there are other Citks and 
great Towns that Intercept the Provifions, 
fo that very little conies that way , except 
Beef 1 I mean Somerfetjhire, where there is 
the City of Wells, the City of Bath, and the 
Towns of Bridgwater and Froom ; the latter 
more Populous than both the two former 
put together (tho' Cities) if we may believe 
Fame and Travellers. 

Thus Trade receives but little influence 
from fuch places as Madrid in Spain, or Bri- 
fiol in England, except it be juft in the ad- 
jacent Counties, and within twenty or 
tBirty Mile of the place. 

But bring this back to London L znd con- 
fiderthe multitudes of People there, and the 
exceeding numbers which arc gather'd South- 
ward into the Counties and Towns for 
thirty to forty Miles round London, almoft 
every way, how all the Country round is 
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made populous by the vaft run of Bufinefs oc- 
cafion'd by the neighbourhood of the City; 
infomuch that 'tis fuppofed if there is a 
Million and half of Peopre in London, there 
is at leaft half a Million more in Middleftx, 
and in thofc parts of Effex, Surrey and Kent 
which lye fo adjacent to London, as to be 
within about ten Miles of it ; now for the 
fupply of thefc two Millions of People, we 1 
find the whole Kingdom more or lefs en- 
gaged, and the wheels of Trade are ftt ^ 
going by it almoft all over the Ifland. 

Nor let us fuppofe that the Influence^ Gmall 
at the remoter diftances of the Country^ but 
juft the contrary, for Multitudes of People 
are employ'd in the extremeft part? of Eng- 
land, for the fupply of London, either with 
Pood or Fuel, or Manufatture$; and that 
to a furprizing degree ; for Example : 

What a prodigy of Trade does the bare 
bringing Coals from the North to London 
keep up in the Nation? They tell us 30000 
People are always employ'd under Ground, 
in digging them at New-Caftle ''upon Tyne\ 
a thoufand fail of Ships, or not; many fewer, 
are employ'd in carrying them, and ten 
thoufand Seamen, Lightermen, Keelmen 
and Boatmen, in the Loading, Carrying* 
and Unloading the Coals. 

Of the Corn Trade Ihave fpoken at large, 
I refer to it for this part. Take then the But- 
ter Tirade mTorkJbire and Suffolk 1 the 

Cheefe 
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Chccfe Trade in Wilts, Gloucefter and War- 
wickshire, all remote from London, and all 
cmploy'd for the fupply of London, where 
(according to th$. moft moderate accounts 
I have met with) above fifty thoufand ton 
of Cheefe is confum'd in a Year, and as 
much Butter i with this difference only, that 
the Butter is moft of it, made near London, 
that is to fay, within 40 to 50 Miles, the 
Cheefe generally from 70 to 150 Miles. 

^The multitudes of People concern'd in, 
and employ'd by thefe things in the moft 
remote .parts of the Kingdom, are not to 
be .fconceiv'd, much lefs calculated, but by. 
thofe who underftand the particular Funds 
of Provifions, and the places where they arc 
made : How many Lands do they caufe to be 
cultivated and improv'd, by the vaft flocks of 
Cows fed on them ? How many by the num- 
* bcrsof Black Cattle fed in the fartheft parts 
of England, every way 5 as in Lancafhire and 
Weftmoreland, the North- riding of Torkjhire, 
the Counties of Lincoln, Norfolk, Suffolk, 
Kent and Sujfex? fuch Bullocks as (by the 
way) Sptin never faw : Again the prodigi- 
ous extent of Grounds in the wilder and 
remoter Parts of Scotland one .way , and 
Wales another, and the Mountains of Tork- 
Jbire and Durham another s alLemployjl 
in Breeding, as the other are in Feeding 
the (lores of Black^Qattle for the. Market 

of London. 
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The like to be faid of the Sheep, which 
take up whole Counties and Trattsof Lands 
in feverai Parts of the Country 5 as in Lei- 
after and Lincolnshire, Northampton and 
Bucks, the Bank of Tees , and Rumney^ 
Mar foes in Kent, all thefe for large Sheep: 
Salisbury-Plain, *Dorchefter and Winchefter, 
and Marlbrd- downs, and all the open Coun- 
try between, for near 50 Miles fquare,y5?r 
midling figd Sheep ; as likewife the Cats- 
would- Hills, Lemfler fields, the South-downs 
in Suffix , Ban/led- downs , New-market, 
and Lincoln Heaths, whofe Numbers are 
Numberlefs, and all for the fupply of Lon- 
don. 

What an Infinite number of People do 
thefe employ ? What millions of Acres of 
Land do they improve > And how do they 
create and propagate Trade, even in the re- 
moteft Corners of the lfland, all mov'd, 
fupplied, and the Trade fupported by the 
prodigious Demand of all thefe things at the 
capital City > Not half of which would be 
felt, if. the capital City and its adjacent 
Multitudes were as I faid above, feparatcd, 
and dwelt in ten or fifteen feverai Cities, 
remote from one another, and every one 
fubfifting as it were by itfelf ; I fay, though 
there wou'd be the fame number of People 
to feed, there wou'd not behalf the Trade 
or Bufinels occafion'd to Feed them by. 

The 
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The Hurry, the Buftle, the Throng, that 
is to be ifeen here, evidently add to the 
Trade 5 People beget a throng of Bufinefs, 
how many Trades does it employ i what 
crowds do they call for upon that very oc- 
cafion, which in the divided Circumfiances 
of things wou'd not be thought of? For 
Example, 

What need of Hackney Coaches in fmal- 
ler Cities, either for the hurry and difpatch 
of Bufinefs, or for Pleafure$ where the num- 
bers abate the variety of both. How many 
are there at BriftoU at Excefter, at Norwich, 
or at New-Caftle upon Tyne? Edinburgh, 
tho' a capital of a Kingdom feparate, and 
once blcfs'd with a Court, a Parliament, a 
Term Court of Juftice, and all the Cere- 
mony and neceffary pomp of a Royal City, 
had not above ten or twelve Hackney Coach- 
es, and no City or otheif Town in Bri- 
tain has any at all except London : This 
therefore wou'd be all laid afide 5 fo there 
would be eight hundred Hackney Coach- 
men, and above two thoufand Horfes, beftdes 
other depending People and their Families, 
and all the Farmers and Carriages employ'd 
to Furnifli them with Forage, difmils'd at 
once k out of Bufinefs, and made perfe&ly 
ufelefs in the World. 

None of the Rivers in Britain, except 
the Thames, have Wherries and Watermen 
to Row on them, always plying at the 

Stairs, 
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Stairs, and wholly depending upon the car- 
rying Perfons about their Bufinefs or Plea- 
fure as Paflengers only j nor if the Cities 
of England were difpers'd as above, would 
any of them have occafion for fuch 5 neither 
is it feen in the World where Boats ply in 
that manner, except the Wherries at Lon- 
don, and the Gondolo's at Venice 5 and what 
number of thofe wou'd be wanting, if the 
City of London was redue'd to about, the 
Jize of Briftoh 

There then wou'd be four or five thoufand 
Watermen, fome fay twice the number, dit 
mifs'd out of Bufinefs at once 5 and if you 
include the Lightermen, Bargemen and Sail- . , 
ors, and other People employ'd upon the 
River by the Coal and the Corn Trade, and 
fuch like Bufincfs, more than are in pro- 
portion employ'd at Briftol, or wou'd be here 
if this City wei* redue'd to the fize of the 
City of Briftol 5 I fay, if thofe were to be 
included, you might without any Challenge^ 
upon me for making an immoderate. Com- 
putation, conclude thirty thoufend People 
immediately dropt out of Bufinefs, and all 
their Families redue'd to the utmoft diftrefs. 

I take this Propofition about great Cities, 
and the number of People collected toge- 
ther making Trade, to agree in focQQ mea- 
sure with what you may obferve in the 
Spring of the Year, from the- variety of the 
Seafonsj take a time of droi^ght, and when 

the 
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the Earth for want of Rain is dry'd, hard 
and parch'd up ; comes a light flying Shower 
and wets the Surface a little, and goes off; 
then comes a hot gleam from the Sun, and 
licks it up, and by and by comes another 
dafli of wet, and then more Sunftiine, and fo 
on fuccefllvely,and alternately, feveral times 
a d3y, and for a week or a fortnight together. 

Thefe light flying Showers anfwer no 
end, do little or no Good * the Sun dryes 
it up as faft as it wetted, and (by the long 
intervals between) all the benefit is loft; the 
Ground remains hard, fteriland barren (till, 
'tis all one as a drought. 

But would the fame quantity of Rain 
fall all in one Shower, was there a weight 
of Water fufficient to fet Nature at Work, 
fink down to the Root, and duly moif- 
ten the Plants, give drink toTthe thirfty 
Earth, and fet the Prifoners free, (I mean 
the Seeds which lye bak'd and block'd up 
in the Earth, and Cannot get out) then the 
Earth is refrefh'd, and every thing thrives 
and flourilhcs as it fhou'd do. 

I think the fimile is very juft* a fmall 
body of People do nothing, as to this Arti- 
cle of Trade; I fay they do nothing j they 
do not Influence Trade, even in proporti- 
on to their Numbers $ like a fmall ftrcam of. 
Water to a Mill, it not only Will not make 
the Wheel go, at a flower and a propor*\ 
tion'd wtc, but it runs by, or under it, goes 
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off in waft, and docs not m^kc the Mill ^ 
at ail; It runs all away to no purpofe. 

Here a fmall City, and there a large 
Town, they are good to depend upon the 
Capital, and to have the Capital, in ma- 
ny things, depend upon them 5 but they 
are not able to fubftitute a Capital, and to 
ftand in the room of it ; when they come 
to have the general Body, the whole Na- 
tion's Trade depend upon them, inftead of 
j a capital City, then they are nothing at alJ, 
^ they arc of no Importance. 

They tell us France is fo fituated by the 
afliftance of navigable Rivers , that there 
arc two and forty large Cities, which have 
all a Communication with the great City 
of Tarts by Water, either by Sea or River 
Navigation % and what is the confequence ? 
Not that thefe Cities make Tarts great 
and Rich, but that ail thefe Cities are made 
rich and great by the City of Tarts. 

I fay the fame of London, tho' not as to 
River Navigation 5 but the whole Kingdom 
' of England by its Communication with 
London, is the fame 5 it is not the Kingdom 
makes London rich , but the City of Lon- 
dm makes all the Kingdom rich. 

The Country correfponds with the City, 
but the City correfponds with all theWorld ; 
the Country fupplies the City with Corn 
and Cattle, that is to fay, with Pro vifions ; 
yes, afcd if there was not fiich a City to 

take 
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take off and confume them, what wou'd the 
Country do? How muft the product of the 
Land be fold ? how the Rent paid > the Land 
muft lye waft and uncultivated, the Cattle 
would run Wild, and devour the Country,- 
or be ftarv'd and dye : The Country fends 
up their Corn, their Malt, their Cattle, 
their Fowls, their Coals, their Fifli all to 
London \ and London fends back Spice, Su- 
gar, Wine, Druggs, Cotton, Linen, To- 
bacco , and all foreign neceffaries to the 
Country $ and above all the reft that ufeful 
drug call'd Money $ fo that ftill 'tis the capi- 
tal City that is the life of the Country, 
and keeps them all in motion. , 

Again, the Countrymen Iheer their Sheep, 
fell their Wool, carry it from Place to Place; 
the Manufa&urers fet it to work, to Comb- 
ing, Carding, Spining, Winding, Twitting, 
Dying, Weaving, Fulling, Drefling, and thus 
they finifti their numberlefs Manufa&ures 5 
But what muft they do with them, what 
could a Madrid, or a Brifiol do for them > 
Brijlol could take ofFfome, indeed, and does; 
export a Proportion With its Neighbours $ 
hvxJLondon is the Center of the grofs body 
of Manufacture , London anfwers the end 
jpf every Trade Abroad, and of every Ma- 
nufa&uro^at Home; be at Manchefter for 
Cotton-ware, Torkjhire for coarfe Cloth, 
Kerfies, &c. Wilts and Gloucefter for fine 
Cloths, Norwich for Stuffs, Wales for 

Flannels, 



\ 



Digitized by Google 



i4i The Complete 

Flannels, all goes to London, and all have 
their Money in return from London. 

London confumei all, circulates all} ex- 
ports all, and at laft pays for all, and this * 
is Tr ado j this greatnefs and wealth of the 
City ;s the Soul of the Commerce to all the 
Nation 5 and as there is the greatcft num- 
ber of Tradefmen in this City, that are to 
be feen in any Place in the World ; fo they 
again fupport, and fupply an innumerable 
number of Shopkeepers and Tradefmen of 
every kind in the Country, and in every part » 
of the Country, 

It may be thought a little afluming to fay, 
the City fupports the Tradefmen of the 
Country, but the faft is plain 5 you cannot 
go to a Shopkeeper of any Note in the re- 
moteft Town in England, but he holds 
fome correfpondence at London \ or elfe 
he muft be a mean Tradefman, that buys • 
his Goods of fome of his better furnifh'd 
Neighbours, and they buy at London ; fo 
that the other may be faid to buy at Lon- 
don too, only he does it at fecond Hand. 

Nor is this ail 5 but, as all thefe Country 
Tradefmen buy at London, fo they all arc 
in debt at London more or left 5 they all 
owe the London Shopkeepers Money; fo v 
that the whole Country may in fome re* 
fpetts be faid to Trade upon the City's ftock, 
the London Tradefmen giving them all Cre- 
dit; 

It 
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It is indeed a little remote from the rub- 
bed of inland Trade, or elfe 'tis very remark- 
able and worth our obferving, that the Ci- 
ty of London Trades with fuch an immenfc 
Stock, that it may be faid they give Cre- 
dit to all the World 3 all the Trades they 
carry on Abroad, almoft in every part of 
the World, are carried oq by the ftrength 
of their Stocks,- The^r do not receive 
the Goods from Abroad, and fo make the 
returns back to the feveral Countries from 
^whence they come 5 but they fend their own 
Goods firft out, and receive the Goods of 
other Countries back in payment. 
. Thus in all the Ports of Spain, TortugaU 
Italy and Turkey, the Merchants of Lon- 
don have their Houfes ( as they call them) 
there; the Warehoufcs are pil'd full up to 
the Ceilings with English Bales 3 Eng- 
lish Stocks carry on the Trade ; in a word, 
we give Credit to all the World. 

Not a Fleet of Tortuguefe Ships from the 
JBrafils, not the Galleons or Flota from New- 
Spain, but the Gold of the firfU and the Sil- 
ver of the laft, or at leaft a great fhare of 
it, is the produft of Englijh Stocks, and 
belongs to London Merchants, whofe 
Goods fold upon Credit at Lisbon and Ca- 
diz, went firft out to America to purchafe 
that Gold and Silver. 

Not a Turkey Fleet, or a Ship from Leg- 
horn, MeJJina, or Genoa, how rich foever. 

freighted 
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fricghtcd with the fincft raw and Thrown 
Silk, the choiceft Druggs and Gums, but 
'tis ail the Effete of the Merchants ot Lon- 
don, and in return for Credit firft given by 
the City of London. 

It is the like in the Plantation Trade, all < 
the New- England T rade, the Jamaica Trade, 
the Barbadoes Trade, 'tis all carried on by 
the Stocks of the : Englifh Merchants. 

The Sugars, the Tobacco's, the Furrs, the 
Turpentine, the Cocoa, the indigo, and all 
the reft of the Produce of our Colonies, 
it comes Home in return from all thofe 
Wands for the Goods long before confign'd 
to them from London -, fo that In a Word 
almoft all the Plantations are managed up- 
on the Stocks and Subftancc of the Citi- 
zens of London. 

To bring it all back to what I obferv'd 
before j as this vaft correfpondence Abroad 
is thus carried on by the City of London 
upon its own Stock, and they give Credit 
to all the World ; fo when thofe returns 
come back, they difperfe all thote Goods 
again among the Country Tradefmen, and 
give them Credit too 5 and this is the Effe£t 
of a capital City : A ^capital City carries 
on ^capital Trade, and enriches, and em- 
ploys the whole Country , which if the* 
fame People dwelt in a divided and fe- 
parate Capacity , wou'd not be the Cafe 
at all. 

So 
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. So many Dedu&ions tnuft be made from 
the Home Trade, that thoufands, say hun- 
dreds of thoufands of People now employ'd 
in Colle&ing the Commerce thus to One 
place, would then be left without Bufinefe, 
and by confcquencc without Bread $ as in 
the Country, if the Sheep fed all about the 
farmers Houfcs as the Swine do, or were 
Domefticks like their Dogs, and not in 
flocks, requiring to be tended and direft- 
ed, there wou'd be no employ for all the 
Shepherds, which in the Weft and Northern 
parts of England are maintained by keep- 
ing, and waiting upon, and folding them * 
fo the neceffary Attendance upon the Trade, 
as it all goes up to, and comes back ftomLon* 
don, how many thoufands of People does 

it Employ? 

It is ordinarily faid, that there are 3 0600 
Higglers, and Travelling Market Folks, as 
we call them, about this City, a poor fort 
of People that are wholly employ'd to 
bring Butter, Eggs, Pigeons, Fowls, Chic- 
kens , &c. to London Market, and bring 
Veal and Pork, and fmaller things up and 
down, from Hoiife to Houfe, and every one 
of them have a Horfe, fome more, fome 
Carts; fome of them come forty or fifty 
Miles; thefe wou'd be all out of Bufinefs, 
except only fuch as lived within four, or 
-five, or fix Miles of the Place, 

The like of Gardiners, whofe numbers 
A are now, within a Few Years, fo prodigiouf- 

yo^n. l it 
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ly encreafed, and who now keep Carts and 
whole Teams of Horfes, or large Luggage 
Boats ujpon the River, and Employ an In- 
credible quantity of Land for ten Miles * 
diftance round the City ; whereas were it a 
Brijiol or an Exctfter, no fuch thing wfcu'd 
be rembv U above a Mile from the fttace; 
nor fo many Horfcs and Setvants be em- 
ploy'd by nineteen in twenty. 

Thefe arc fome of the Benefits of a ca- 
pital City, as to Trade : I might give agreit " 
many Examples, of other Advantages, which 
a conflux of People ncceffarily bring with 
it i but it is enough, the Magnitude of the 
Eng/ifa inland Commerce is a Teftimony ~ 
of it j the Influence of the City upon it al^ 
has evidently been not the fupport oirly, 
but the very Birth and Foundation of the 
Trade itfdf. . . . 

The City of London is fuch a Fund of 
Commerce, as indeed cannot be defcrib'd in 
a narrow* compafs ; the Tradefmen of it, 
however degenerated,and whatever deficien- 
cies may be found in their Conduft as fuch, 
yet it muft be acknowledg'd, they carry on 
as great a Trade as ever, and perhaps a 
greater, nor can it be difputed, but that their 
Trade encreafes every Day. * 

It may indeed be true, that thi encreafe 
of Crime is the encreafe of Commerce, 
and the Wickednefs of the time is the 
Blefling of the Trade $ the Vanity, the 

4 Luxury! 
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Luxury, the Folly* and even the Vice of the 
People is the caufe pf that encreafc, or at 
leaft, part of it, as I have faid already $ but 
the feft.is ftili ? t^e, that the Trade is en- 
creas'd, $nd that in * furprifing manner j 
as to the Error of it, that is not our prefent 
Buftacfs,, the morality of the Tradefme^s 
Conduft upon that account is indeed ari 
Article by it fclf, and I (hall take'fome No^ 
tice of it in our next Chapter. 



C H A P. V. ! : 

Of fitch Trade/men who by the' uecef* 
} jary Confequences of their Bttfinefs 
are obligd to be . accejjary to the 
Propagation of Fice \ and the En~ 
creafe of the fVickednefs of the 
- Times, and that all the Immorality 
' ' of the Age is not occa/ton'd by the 
Ak'houfes and the Taverns, 

• ■ " 

IT is a very melancholy Refle&ion, for 
an.honeft Tradefmen to make, that by 
the Cpnfequcnce of his Trade, which is his 
lawful Calling, he may be a Tool in the 
Eaad of the Devil to prompt and propagate 
the Vice, and encreafing immoralities of the 
Times, and of the Country where he lives. 
Perhaps you may think now, lam go- 
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ing to run out herb in a teng Ekciamation 
agairift the fever al Pntfcffions or Trades, 
which are made infttumtnts of' Crime * as 
Alehoufc- keepers, Tavern- keepers, arid fireh 
like People, whofc Houfcs are too oftten the 
receptacles and retreats of Lcwdnefs and 
Gaming, as well as Drunkenncfs, and other 
Exceffesj and to teprdach them with their 
Profelfions as fuch : Bat yoa will be Mifc 
taken 5 a Vintner or a Victualler may, if he 
pleafes, keep as regular a Houfe, and as good 
order in it, as any other Man ; fo that it 
is not his PtofefEon that is the caufe of 
the Scandal 3 but if he does not, at leaft as 
far as his own Government extends (and 
I cannot fay he is anfwerable for any more) 
the Man is the Criminal, not the Trade, and 
I fhail explain my felf more particularly prc- 
femly. 

But the Sumptuary Trades, on the other 
hand, cannot do this 5 and fuch of th&n. 
whofe whole Employ has a natural and di- 
reft tendency to the Propagation of our Ex- 
ccfles of feveral forts, thefe are of mother 
. nature ; and there the Tradcfman is natu- 
rally the very immediate Inftrumerit in ffie 
Vice, .the Ihftigator, I may fay, the Tempter. 

And what fhail we fay, while we aft ' 
come to an Age, when, as I hinted juft now, 
the national Vices arc become Virtues in 
Trade , and the flourishing of fo many 
thotjfand Shop-keepers, fo many rich Mar 

nufafturers, 
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nufa&urers, and the Employment of fo 
many millions of poor People is the mete 
Effect of abominable Luxury and Pride 5 
fuch as that ofDrefs, of Furniture 5 of change 
of Fafliion, of delicacies in Dyet, Eat- 
ing , Drinking, and the like. 

Every Taylor invents Eafliions, the Mer- 
cer ftudies new Patterns, the Weaver forms 
them into beautiful and gay Figures, and 
ftores himfelf with a vaft variety to allure 
the fancy j the Coach- maker contrives, new 
Machines, Chairs, Berlins, Flyes, &c all to 
prompt the Whtmftes x and unaccounta- 
ble Pride of the Gentry, and draw them or ' 
lead them into uncommon Extravagancies ; ) 
changing their Equipages as often as fancy, \ 
not neceffity directs. » ' * 

The Upholder does the like in Furniture, 
till he draws the gay Ladies to fuch an Ex- 
cels of Folly, that they muft have their 
Houfes new furnifli'd every Year; every 
thing that has been longer than a Year in 
ufe muft be call'd old, and to have their 
fine Lodgings feen by Perfons of any Fi- 
gure above twice over, looks ordinary and 
mean. 

It wou'd take up a Book of itfeif to gfte 
a due Meafure of Satyr to the'Jurprizing 
folly of our People, especially the Gentry, 
who, as if their Eftates ^ere too great, and 
that they knew not which way to dilpofp 
of thew Money faft enough, fuffer theTradcf- 
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men, as above, to guide their Vanity by the 
artifice of Words, making themdiflike their 
richeft Clothes, Equipages and Furniture, 
fancying them out of Fafhion, and not fit to ' 
be feen, only that the Upholder, the Coach- 
maker, or the Taylor may furnifti new, and 
be paid for it. 

The prefent Cafe is not diretted t6 the 
Ladies and Beaus who are thus wheedrd arid 
drawn in, or to the folly of the Times, in be- 
ing fubjeft to be fo ridiculoufly impos'd up- 
on, but to the Tradefmen whofebufinefsfub- 
fiftsupon the Practice of fuch Arts, at lMftthe 
fuccefs and profperity of their Bufinefs often 
depend upon it. " \ " t 

As the Vanities of the People encrcafe 
Trade, fo the Craft of thefe Tradefmen en- 
creafe the Vanity of the People 5 I mtift re- 
fer it to Principle, if upon fedate Reflefti. 
bh it-can be reconcil'd to their Thoughts, 
if it "fits eafie upon their Confciences, they 
muft go on > but I wou'd recommend it to 
fuch Tradefmen to a& with fome Caution 
in thefe Cafes, with refpeft to the Days of 
rcfle&ion which may be perhaps a great way 
off, but will certainly come. 

There is a juft Impartiality which a 
Tradefman may obferve between his In- 
tercft and his Cuftomer if the Buyer comes 
Snd direfts him to make this or that parti- 
cular thing, of fuch and fuch materials, and 
in fuch 'and fuch a form, it is his Bufinefs to 
i9ti m '~; perform 
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perform it, and the Exttavagancc is indeed 
the Fop s that Impofcs it upon him. 

But we have fome Tradefmen who rack 
Invention to bring fomething into the 
World more than ordinarily whimfical and 
extravagant, to allure and fall in with the 
moft ftupid and eafily abus'd humour of the 
Time; if this takes, that Man values him- 
felf upon being the Inventor of this new 
thing; if poflible gets it eall'd by his own 
Name, and the Town runs after it, in the 
excefs of their Folly, even to diftra&ion. 

This Man values himfelf upon it, gets 
a fame by it that anfwers hisend in Trade, 
and brings a profit inexpreflible ; then he 
fets up for a Fafhion Monger, and then the 
meaneft things go down with the fancy of 
the abufed People only upon the name of 
the Man. Such was the ^Doyly Stuffs, well 
known in the Town fome Years ago, and 
which tHo* a trifle in itfelf, yet fet the Beaus' 
a drefling in the meaneft and moft foplilh 
trafti, and which was neither more or lefs 
than the grofleft piece of Impofition of its 
kind that ever went down with the Town. 

It may be true, that this was no Exam- i 

pie of Vice indeed, but of Folly, and that ? 

thefe Follies create Trade ; but the Exce(Tes i 

mentioned above, carry thefe Follies to a 

greater height, even till they become Cri- . 

minal to the. Families -concern d in them^ 

while the Perfons run in Debt for their Gaie-^ . 
* — * • 
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ty, and wound their Eftatcs to make a (hew 
in their Houfes, 

Here the fine tall Oaks, nay Woods of 
them are fcird to raife the Equipage of the 
Family, and the Fields arc ftript without 
Doors to line the Man (km Houfe within : 
In a Word, the Children are ftarv'd to be 
made Gay, made Beggars to be fine, and poor 
only to lodk as if they were rich ; if the 
Wodds ceafe to fupply,they Borrow, Mort- 
gage, run in Debt, and at laft go a begging 
too, fb* theplcafbre of going fine $ and if 
I the Luxury of the prefent Age does not fill 
J the Fleet, and Kings-Bench Prifons with Ba- 
ronets, and Efquires, the Court with Cham- 
bermaids of Quality, and the Army with 
eldeft Sons inftead of younger Brothers, it 
muft be prevented by fome Extraordinary 
Change of Management in the World, 
Which in an Age where Reformation is fo 
much out of Fafhion can hardly be expefted. 

Now this is the way of Living that makes 
Trade, which by the way is the only good 
it can be faid to do 5 but how the Tradcf- 
men who propagate this in order to form 
their private Intereft, can juftify that Prac- 
tice to their own Principles, or can pretend 
to have any pretences to Principles, that 
Merits to be confidered. 

This I muft acknowledge is in my Opi- 
nion a much worfc Article in, and has a far 
$reatq: tendency to debauching the Morals 

of 
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of the People, than the Ale-houf<e and jhc 
Brandy- (hop* for the Luxury of the xish is, 
in my Opinion, much worfe than the Drunk- 
ennefs of the Poor $ and has a Tendency to 
much worfe things, which I could make out 
at large, but that is not ray prifent fubjeft- 

But it Propagates Trade, and that is jny 
fubjed : Pray 1 et us examine a little- into 
the manner, and fome of the Con fequences 
of tliis, I mean in Trade, for thatjis the JPoinr. 

'Tis j True, the growing Wealth of the 
Town,' and the Gaiety of Drefs have advanc 
cd the Silk Manufacture to a ptodigy, in 
which the Improvement of Fancy runs on 
to bear a ftiare : The Weaver's Art is fp 
encouraged by this, that now we tnakeat 
home all the fine Broad-filks, Velvets, Bro- 
cades, Damasks, &c. which formerly came 
* from Italy and France 5 Above twelve hun- 
,dxcd thoufand pounds a Year, which by the 
ftri&cft Calculation was formerly paid to the 
French and the Genoefe, &c, for wrought 
Silks, is now all kept at Home, and ex- 
pended among our own Poor 5 fo far the 
effect in Trade is very good. 

But obferve the difficulty upon the Traded 
men , the known humour of the Peo- 
ple of this Nation, (more perhaps than of 
any other in the World,) is to defpife the 
Growth or Produft ot their own 'Country, 
and give the mod Extravagant Prices for 
foreign. Mapufaftufts , wh«h« better in 

Rind 
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kind or not: Now what's the confequence 
of this, the Mercers find out the foft place, 
the Ladies will allow nothing but French 
to be fit for a Perfon of Quality to wear $ • 
if you offer them the richeft Silk, the moft 
beautiful Pattern, the moft agreeable Co- 
lours, if it has the Scandal of being Eng- 
lifh, it muft not have the honour to come 
upon their Backs, there's the original Vice : 
fTis founded in humour. 

The Mercer has two or three ingenious 
Workmen, Mafter Weavers in Spittle fields, 
who are Men of exquifite Art, clean 
Heads, and bright Fancies in their Bufinefs; 
thefe Men fo far outdo the French, that 
nothing comes from France equal to what 
they perform here. 

N. B. Thus far the Trade is improvU 
and the Silk Manufacture ia .England 
nobly advane'd $ and this Trade might 
perhaps be carry 'd on without Crime, 
as much as any Trade that relates to 
drefs and the gaiety of Apparel. 

But the Mercer finding how the hu- 
mour of the Town goes, he fets thefe 
skilful Artifts to Work, and to rack their 
Invention for new out-of-the-way Fancies 
and Patterns of Silks, fuch (to be fure) as 
have not bofti feen in the Town before i 
the Workmanfhip is exquifiteiy good, the 

Silk 
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Silk rich and weighty, the Brocades thick 
and high, and the Patterns flaming in Fan- 
cy 5 thefe the Mercer keeps in Petto, and 
when the Ladies have with difdain look'd 
upon - all the fine Things a well furntfh'd 
Shop can produce, and are as it were juft 
going out of his Door, the cunning Tradet 
man, Well furnifli'd with a Stock in his Face, 
as well as in his Shop, anoyly Tongue and 
a cafe-harden'd Confcience, takes the Ladies 
to one Corner of the Shop, and whifper- 
ing, as if he was afraid any one (hou'd hear 
what he defircd every one fhou'd know , 
he makes 'em this formal Speech with the 
utmoft Aflurance, and not one Word of 
Truth in it, 

" Madam, fays he, I can indeed (hew 
* « you fome very fine French Silks, but 
u your Ladyfaip knows there is fome 
u hazard in that part of our Bufinefs, 
" and we dare not (hew them ptiblickly 
" in our Shop * befides, very few Ladies 
u will go to the Price of them: But I 
€€ dare fo far depend ypon your Lady- 
" (hip's Honour, that yott will riot do me 
" any Injury if you fhou'd not Buy. 
* N. B. With this he Invites them into 
an Inner-ftiop, or perhaps up Stairs in- 
to his dining Room, and there he 
goes on jwith the Cheat. 
: ' N. B. Tis to be obferv'd alfo, that 'tis 

an 
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aa original falfhood in Fa£b ^or the 
French Silks arc by him fuppofed to be 
run, or as we call it fmuggled $ that is, 
got on fhorc without paying Duties* 
fo that he is liable to be informd 
againft, and have the Goods feized* 
v whereas the Goods come no more 
from France, than the Mercer. 

* * 

The Ladies taken with this Bite, and per- 
fectly drawn into the fnare, follow the Mer- 
cer into his retreat, and there he produces 
the Extraordinarics he pretends to > the La- 
dies are furpriz'd with the Silks, that's the 
firft Article j for they are really fine, rich, 
new, charming in every refped, and well 
worth their not liking only, but admiring. 

The firft qu eft ion the Ladies ask is, if they 
are really French, the Mercer makes no 
fcruple to affirm they are, and perhaps 
fwears to it : But fails not to add another 
black Article, Tes, Madam, French ! your 
Ladyfhip may depend upon it, they are 
French ; we can make no fuch Things as theft . 
in* England. There aretwodired falfhoods 
by way of Preliminary , belides laying a fcan- 
dal upon his Country, as if we were not 
able to come up to the French, or any o- 
ther Nation in the Perfe&ion of the Ma^ 
xmfa&ure $ whereas 'tis known we go be- 
yond them in every branch of the Trade, 
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and in cveiy particular Article of the Per- 
formance. r 

But this is not all, for the grand Cheat 
is behind,- and 'tis not a Cheat only, but 'tis 
a complicated fraud; drefs'd, and fetout with 
ib many downright falfhoods, that 'tis like 
* Silver Watch gilded, and then fdt Gut with 
falfe Diamonds, fo that no Body but a Per* 
fon well skill'd in the Fraud can perceive 
the Cheat. 

The next thing the Lady asks is the Price ; 
the cunning Tradefman finiles, ftiakes his 
Head, and with a world of Grimace teUs 
her, indeed, Madam, I am almoft affaid to 
tell your Lady (hip the Price : But t is what 
we can't help ; thefe things \^ill be always 
dear, becaufe they are fo difficult tbbehad, 
and fo much hazard attends it j Indeed, Ma- 
dam, I cannot fay they arc cheap $ and then 
he ftops, and takes Breath a little $ not that 
the matter of what he has faid, 'which has 
not a word of Truth in it, is in any danger 
of being difcover'd, or as we fay, in like 
cafes, that a L-— would -cfaoaktoim, or en- 
danger his Lungs : But to give the Lady 
time to fw allow and digeft the grofs things 
already {aid to her. 

Well, fays the Lady, but let's hear it how- 
ever, let's know the Price 5 upon which ha- 
ving prepaid her for the extravagant de- 
mand, he asks her 3 5 s. a Yard, with an 
Afluratocc not to be defcrib'd, tho' cover'd 

* * at 
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at firft> and drefs'd up with the Appearance 
of all polfible fincerity and modefly;. 

The Price thus broke, the Lady ftarts a 
little at it at fir ft, but is drawn in gradual- 
ly to it, by, the Repetition of all thofe Trad- 
ing L— s we mentioned before; and be- 
ing. aflured by the Mercer, that it is a right 
French Silk, and was brought over .from 
France with, a great deal of difficulty and 
hazard, fhe comes up to his Price within a- 
v bout half a; Grown a Yard ; fo he fells her 
the Silk as a vaft favour, a great Penny- 
worthy lays a great Obligation upon her 
Lady (hip for the particular refpeft fhewn her 
in venturing to ftiew it her at all 5 and claims 
an Intereft in her favour for her felf and 
her friends, for their future comio& to his 

Shop. . ; , 

' And now tfter all this Grimace, as I 
think it may be juftly call'd, here arc three 
or four things in it worth : our Notice* , 

a » 

» 4 • • i ' 1 ■ « 

1. Here is a ftated eftablilhed form of 
Cheating and Falfopod, fct up aya RulT' 
of Trade, and what the Mercer refolvcs 

v upoji as a Pra&ice in the Cpurfe of 

his Birfinefs. . .\. : .... ; 

2 . Here is a fatal national folly, cijcourag- 
ed, and in its own Imagination gratfc 
fied too; tho' the Perfon is decried, 
and moft egrcgioufly impofed.upon* 

j. Here is a moft immoderate gaia UJadc 

by 

- ■ 
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: by the Fraud* .which indeed is the 
grand Incentive and Provokative to 
the Crime. 
4* Here is general Trade propagated by a 
double Crimes the firft, againft Man 
in the foolifh depreffing a ufeful home 
Manufacture, difcouraging Trade, de- 
priving the Poor of our owh Coun- 
try, and affefting the Labours of Fo- 
reigners 5 andthefecondy againft Truth, 
and the Author of Truth mo. pufhing 
onBufineiiatjhe. ex;penccpf Qur Mo- 
• rals, and with a Chain of accumulat- 
ed Falfhood and Prevarication. 

What can the Tradefmen fay for this ? 
who wou'd be a rich Man at this Price, 
and how do thefe things give Life to the* 
general Scandal upon Bufuiefs, {viz) that 
a Tradefman cannot be an honeft Man ? 
The Mercer makes his Marjcct by the Fraud, 
that's true 5 he fells this Silk for 3 2 6 d. 
a Yard, which he could very well afford,, 
for 18 to 20, or zz s. and gain an honeft 
Profit too. 

Now what mull we fay to thofe Tradef- 
men , whofe Buftnefs feems to lay them 
.uader the neceffity of this way pf afting j 
how do they* as I faid above, not only 
prompt and draw .People on in the popular 
Vice of oyer gay Drefs, and ExcelTes in ha- 
bit> butptoftitute Principle to propagate 

Crime, 
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: Crimt, arid fecrificc-Confci^occ to fupport 
the Luxurious Temper t for Excefcof Orna- 
ment is a Luxury in Habit, as well as Eju- 
iog aftd Drinking. 

Perhaps it may be hard to perfuade the 
Tradefmen that this is a Crime, and could 
it be abftraded from the plain Cheat, and 
the black addenda of Faifhood and L— fing, 
it would be ftill more difficult $ bitt as the 
Offence* cannot be Separated, fo the re- 
proach cannot be refitted. 

But what muft be done* whatever Manu- 
facture is difcourag'd, the Manufa&ure of 
Cheating ought not to be encourag'd to 
prevent it : If Trade cannot be carried on 
without fending the Tradefmen to the "De- 
vil, the Devil fhoix'd come and open Shop 
himftlf, rather than any honeft Men (hou'4 
Trade for him, asthefe do, and at fucha 
price, raife their Fortunes under his Con- 
dud $ for indeed in fuch Cafes, 'tis little bet- 
ter than the Devil driving the Ttade, and 
the Tradefmen's being the © evils Journey- 
men 5 they certainly ttrry on the Tirade for 
him, and he pays them board Wagis $ thus 
the Tradefmen -get . thfc Money, and the 
Devil gewthe Tradefmen. 

On the other hand, wou'd the Mcr- 
ciet aft the honeft Part, that is, firft betodfteft 
to their Country, and to. the Manufacture 
wrought at Home, as in one rclpeft, they 
really ought to do> and propagate oar own 

Manufacture 
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Manufactures with their utmoft Endeavour, 
refuting Univerf&lly to fell any French or 
Foreign Silks, which really and Bona fide 
there is no manner of need of 5 and wou'd 
they at the fame time tell the Ladies plain* 
ly, that France cannot furniftTany thing fi- 
ner, richer, more beautiful, or more agree- 
able than is made by our own Weavers, 
and that all thefe charmingPattcrns, fine Co- 
lours, rich Brocades, &c. are made at HonijC 
and are inimitable from Abroad as is raoflt 
true. 

, Wou'd they do thus, I fay, as honeft Deal- 
ings claim they (hou'd do, they would effec- 
tually fupprefs the foolifh humour of dc- 
fpiilng our own Manufacture, which is fo 
general among the People , arid in a little 
time our own Weavers Jwou'd advance their 
Improvements to fuch a Degree, as to fend 
their wrought Silks Abroad, even to France 
itfelf. 

I come now to mention the turn which 
the Luxury of our People has given to Trade 
in fomc other particulars, which will lead 
the Tradefmen to the like juft Refle&ions. 

The Face of Trade has irs new turns in 
the Heads of the People, within thele few 
Years to fuch a Degree, that it is worth our 
Reflection, and we may draw many ufeful 
Inferences from it, in the very fubjeft lam 
upon* 

Vol U x M Let 
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Let any Man whofc Years arid* Strength 
of Head allow hifn to look back, and to 
remember how things flood in London a- - 
bout fortyjo fifty Years ago, and let him 
but confider the Face of the City in thofe 
Days, and how it is now 5 I mean with re- 
fpedt of Trade only, for I keep clofe to my 
Text. 

The Mercers were few in number, but 
great Dealers 5 *Pater - nofter Row was the 
Center of their Trade; that Street was built 
for them, the fpacious Shops , back Wart- 
"houfes, Skic-lights, and other Conveniences 
made on purpofc for the Trade are ftill to 
be. feen, and the Stocks they had were pro- 
digious great. 

As were the Tradefmen , fo was the ' 
Trade ; the Street was throng'd, tlifc Coach- 
es were oblig'd to ftand in two rows, one 
fide to go in, and -the other to go Qut, for 
there was no turning, and the Mercers kept * 
tv/d Beadles to keep the order of the 'Street ; 
any one may fee and judge what Num- 
bers the Street could hold, about fifty prin- % 
cipal Shops took up the whole, the reft 
Vere Dependents, as Lace-Men about the 
middle near Ivy-lane, the Button-fhops at 
the end of the Street next ' Chiapftde, and 
the Cruel-fhops, Silk-men and Fringe-ftiops, 
near at hand in Blow -bladder-ftreet. 

They held it in this Figure about tWfcri- 

; ty Years after the Fire, and not more , ahd 

• . . « > « ,/ » 
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even in that time, the number encreafing-afi 
the gay humour caaie Qtij we faw outly- 
ing Mercers fet up about Aldgate, the Eaft 
end of Lombard-ftreet, and Cogent-garden : 
In a few Years more Covent-gardm began 
to get a name, and at length by degsee^ 
intercepted the Quality fo much, the Streets 
alfo being large and commodious for Coach- 
es, that the Court came no more into the Ci- 
' ty to buy Clothes; on the contrary, the Ci- 
tizens ran to the Eaft and Weft > Tater-wfier 
How began to be deferted and abanctond qf 
its Trade, and in lefs than two Years the 
Mercers began to forfakc the Place, and 
,follow the Trade, feeing the Trade wqu'4 
not follow them 5 as at Sea, if the ftioals qf 
Fifh fhift their ufual ftation, the Fifheanen 
• follow the Fifti, not the Fifh the Fiftiermen. 

The Tater-nofter Row Mercers, a$ I re- • 
member,, went all away to Covert-garden, 
and there for fome Years was the Center qf 
Trade $ referving fome ftili within Aldgate, 
.and at the Corners of Lombard aqd Fen- ' \ 
, Church- Street, and within Lombard Jlreet, 
as far as to Clements-lane End, and in the 
Xane the Button-makers, who followed like- 
wife from c Pat er-nojler Row* . 

Within about ten, Years more the Trade 
ihifted again j Covent-garden began tQ . de- 
cline, and the Mercers encreafing prodigi- 
oufly went back into the City 5 there like 
Bees linhiv'd they hoyc* about a while , 

M z not 
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not knowing where to fix j but at laft, as if 
they would come back to the old Hive in 
Tatevnofter Row, but could not be admit* 
ted, the (warm fettled on Lugate*h'tU. 

How they are encrcafed there, how they 
fpead them (elves within the Gate as well as 
without, and take up both fides of the 
way from the Ditch almoft to St, Taufo, 
except fuch Houfes as could not be had * 
how they are fpread in leffer fwarms, and 
fettled in other Places, as at Round court, 
Fen-Church-ftreet, and Hounds- ditch, this 
I need not mention. 

This change of the Face o( the Trade, 
and encreaTe of the number of Piercers , 
1 do^iot take to inferr a proportiojj'd in-." 
creafc of the Trade, tho' the Trade is ccr- 
tainly encreas'd too, as the numbers, and 
Pride, and Wealth, of the People are en- 
creas'd > but not, I fay , in proportion to the 
numbers of Mercers, whole numbers, inftcad 
of about fifty to fixty, which they were in 
the Year 1663, may now be call'd about 
three or four hundred. % 

This will the better appear, when I ftiall 
tell you that there has not been the like 
number of Bankrupts of any Trade in the 
whole City of London, as of the Mcrcers^for 
thefc 30 Years paft 5 and that as I am inform- 
ed, there is not a MercerYShop on all Lud- 
gatehill, and Ludgatejlreet, oimof which 
there has not one Mercer or more broke, 

fince 

. - 
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fincc the Swarm, as I faid, firft fettled there * 
whereas in *Pater-nofter Row they all grew 
Rich, and very fcldom any faii'd or mif- , 
carried. 

But to go on with my view of the Face 
of Trade in the City, lince the Mercers re- 
moved from Tater nofter Row, as above 5 
we have fecn almoft all the Colle&ions of 
Tradcfmcn, who appcafd in whole Streets 
before, feparated and difpers'd, except the 
Shoe-makers, and even thofe arc not fo 
congregated in Rows as formerly $ for Ex- 
sample: > 

How are the great Woollen-Drapers fe- 
parated from St. *Paufo Church-yard, the 
Sales-Men from Birchin-lane, the wholefalc 
Upholfterers on the South-fide of Cornhill> 
the Bankers in Lombard-ftreet, the Cake- 
Ihops in Wood~ftreet, even the Butchers in 
great and little Eaft-cheap, almoft all dif- 
pers'd and gone i We fee ^Pauh Church-yard 
fiird with« Cane Chair-makers on one fide 5 
Cornbill with the meancft of Trades, fuch 
as Coffce-houfes, Pcrriwig-makcrs, Pattcrn- 
fliops and Paftry-cooks 1 even Cheapjide it 
fclf, formerly famous for capital Traders, arid 
the moft flourifhing wholefalc Dealers as' 
well as Shop-keepers, how do we fee it now 
fill'dup with Shoe makers, Milleners, Toy- 
fhops, and Paftry-cooks? And had not the ^ 
Linen'Drapers , whofe Bufincfs alfo , as 
well as Numbers, is monftroufly encrcaf- 

\ -.. > .. . : M 3 cd, 
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ed, took that Street, it had been all dwind- 
led, iftto Pcdlirig, and Petty Trade. 

The like turn appears in thentwo great 
Centers gf the Women Merchants ; I mean 
the Exchange Shops 5 particularly at the Roy- 
al Exchange », and the New-Exchange in the 
Strand} both thefe we faw full of Flouriflf- 
ing Shops of the Millenary kind : But npw 
we fee all the upper part of the New-Eix- 
change} turn'd-intoa Looking- Glafs Ware- 
houfe, the feveral Divifions of the Royal- 
Exchange turn'd into Offices of Aflurance, 
Rooms for publiek Skies, and the like 5 and 
the Millenary Trade feparatcd into innu- 
merable little Commode Shops, Head Dref- 
fers and fuch like People, yet taking Shops 
in the moft pubiick parts of the City. 

Now to obferve whence all this (guan- 
dring of theTradcfrtien proceeded, 'tis evi- 
dent it came from ttfifencreafe of the Gaie- 
ty and profufe Humour, which I call thcTLux-, 
ury of the Times 5 as this temper of the Peo- 
ple encrcas'd, and the numbers alfo of the 
People thronging to the City made a more 
than common encreafe of Cuftomers, by the 
fame rule the numbers of thefe Trades like- 
wife encreas'd, and became too great for the 
feveral Places where they were formerly, 
as it may be faid, Confin'd. 

Hence the wholefale Drapers formerly 
centred in Cornhill y and among the Whole- 
fale Country Dealers in Bread-Jlreet, add 

Friday- 



Digitized by Goo^ 



Englifli Trade/man. 167 

Friday fireet are fprcad fo extreamly, that 
the NortMde of Cheapjide feems to be 
one great row of Drapers fliops, the Bankers 
fpread from Lombard-ftreet to Temple- bar > 
and then to Charing-crofs, and fo of the 
reft. 

Again, the fame flourishing of Pride has 
dictated new Methods of Living to the Peo- 
ple, and while the pooreft Citizens ftrive to 
live like the Rich, the Rich like the Gentry, 
the Gentry like the Nobility, and the No- 
bility ftriving to outfhine one another, no 
wonder that all the fumptuary Trades en- 
creafcj that inftead of ten or twelve Coach* 
makers in the City, and not quite fo many 
at the other end of # the Town , we have 
the Company of Coach-makers incorporat- 
ed, and whole Streets of them fet up toge- 
ther 5 as in Long- Acre j great Queen-ftreet, 
little Queen-ftreet , Caw- lane, Bijhopjgate- 
ftreet , Alderfgate-Jtreet , and many other 
Places, where their numbers are hardly to be 
Reckoned up. ^ 

The like furprising encreafe of Perriwig- 
makers, of whom including Barbers, they 
tell us there's not lefs than 30006 in the 
City and adjacent parts of London 5 all this 
is occafion'd by that one Excefs of wearing 
Perriwigs, a thing little known in England 
fifty Year ago, and not at all fourfcorc 
Ywvs ago. 

M 4 Under- 
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Undertakers for Funerals, and the ufage 
of Burying with Coaches, tho' the party lies 
Dead but two Doors off from the Church, 
with all the frightful Geugaws of Funeral 
Pomp, and the growing Extravagances of 
new Cuftoms in Funerals, how wonderftil 
a Foppery ! and how are Families become 
Slaves to what the Undertakers plea fe to 
call the Fafliion in drcfling both the Liv- 
ing and the Dead ? - 

Sec next the univerfal Cuftont of wear- 
ing excefllve fine Linen, not a Shop-keep- 
er, not a Barber, not hardly a Barber's Pren- 
tice, but muft have a Shirt of fine Holland of 
6 s. an £11, and the ordinary Beaus run it 
tip to ios. and i2s. an Ell 5 their Grand, 
fathers, perhaps as clean, tho* not Co gay, con- 
tented thcmfelves with good Holland of half 
the price , and with fhifting their Linen 
prehaps twice a week 5 to corrcft which 
our nicer Gentlemen have brought it to 
two clean Shirts a Day 5 we muft fuppofe 
their unclcancr Bodies require more than 
thofe of their Anceftors did-i- 
• Thefe arc fomc of the modeft Articles 
which increafc Trade, increafe the Num- 
bers o£ Linen-drapers, and that not in Lon- 
don only, but all over England, and that have 
brought Trade to this particular height*' 
namely, that England, tho' we make no 
Linen of any value, yet wears more fine '' 
Linen than not only the Countries where 

they 
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theyare made* and where they> are : fo^nu#i 
cheaper than they are here, but even than • 
any other Country in Europe. 

Now* as this is an Extravagance iir Life, 
and an Excefs in its own Nature, as to the 
cxpence of it, as well as to the xidiculous 
Pageantry of it, fo it makes a Vice in Trade 5^ 
thofe Linens being all bought from Abroad, 
from Holland and Flanders, and the quan- 
tity imported is now fo very great, that in 
Flanders in particular they tell us, the Fle- 
mings trade with us with their Cambricks, | 
and other forts of fine Linens, above an 
hundred thoufand pounds a Year to ourlofe > 
in the Ballance of Trade. 

Thefe are the Vices that propagate Trade, 
and it was upon the Foundation of thefe, 
that we ventured to fay, our Vices are be- 
come Virtues in Commerce , propagate 
Trade, Labour, Manufacture, and the en- 
crcafe of Employment of the Poor in all 
parts of England, and even Abroad as. well 
as at Home. 

I might enter upon a ufeful Enquiry here 
with relation to this mighty Article calFd 
Trade in England} whether as our Vices 
feem to become to a height, nay, I; might 
fay to the higheft, to the fartheft extreme, ? . 
* that it is poffible they can be brought to, 
whether our Trade is not brought to ks 
Meridian alfo. I. muft own I think it is, 
and that as in all Cafes of fuch a Nature, 

things 
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thing? decline when they are at they? E*- 
trerqes, fo Trade not , only muft declinfe* but 
do?s already fcnfibly decline. 
- ; Our Manufafturcs decline, which is to our 
Trade, as Bread is to the Body, the ftaff of 
their Life; the Nations round us begin to 
taft the fwectnefs of it, to fee how we are 
enrich'd by it; and they not only envy us, 
but imitate us, and fet their Inventions , 
upon the rack to fupply their demands by . 
their own Labour, and fo keep their Mor 
ney at Home, which otherwife does, and 
muft come to England to purchafe our Ma- 
nufactures. 

The confequence is, that the Englijb , 
Woollen Manufactures are prohibited in 
many parts of Europe, and thofe Prohibits ; 
ons encreafe every Day, France, Holland, 
c PruJfia, Brandenburgh , Sweden, Saxon) \ 
Swtfferland, Auftria, Bohemia, piedmont, 
all have fet up. Manufactures of their own \ 
and France and SwiJJerland, not only fup- 
ply their own People, but are able to ex- 
port large quantities for the ufe of other Na- 
tions, and already boldly fupplant us at the 
beft Markets Abroad. 

• If this be our cafe, as I believe it's too ap- 
parent to all thofe who cither are concerned 
in or for, orotherwile underfta^d our Trade; 
this is a natural Conclufion, and for which 
indeed I name it, viz. That as the rifingand 
encreafe of our Manufactures have raifed 
' ' ' ' ■* the 
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the Wealth and Pride of this Nation to 
the height which we at this titrte fee it ar- 
riv'd to, the decay of thofe Matfufa&ures, 
will of courfe caufe that Wealth to decay 
alfo; whether bur Pride will abate with it 
or no, is none of myBufinefs 5 but this leads 
me to a natural Conclusion to the Com- 
plete Tradefman, to whom I have all along 
direded my Speech, and with which I (halt 
clofe the whole Work. 

The CONCLUSION. \ 

LET all the Ttadefmen then and the 
Dependants upon Trade in England 
confide* the infinite Moment it is to them 
in Commerce, to promote, encourage and 
fupport that Trade (I mean the inland Trade, 
the home Trade of this Nation) by which 
they are thcmfelves all fupported, and their 
Poor maintain'd j and in a IVotd, by which 
all. the Branches of oUr Commerce are 
brought to the prefent Immenfe greatneft 
in which they now appear, and of which 
fo much has been faid : And that I may not 
be thought to be Preaching Religion h£re, 
inftead of Trade, I {hall clear my felf of 
that Scandal, by, explaining my felf in a few 
Articles. 

It is alledg'd , that if Vice is, as it too 
plainly appears, To much the fupport of our 
Trade, when I urge you to promote and fup- 
port 
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pott the Trade of the Nation, I tacitly in- 
linuate, that we muft Encourage ,our Vice 
for the Encouragement of our Trade 5 but 
this is fuch a Corrupt ufe of a juft rcafon- 
ing, that it needs no great art to overthrow 
it* - -.»■ 

I make no doubt, but that notwithftanck 
ing all that has been faid of our Vice pro*, 
pagating our Commerce, yet our Trade 
might be fupported, our Tradefmen be kept 
cmploy'd, and their Shops ftill be open'd, 
tho' a Time of Reformation were to come, 
which I doubt is but too far off. * 

Perhaps it wou'd at firftgive a turn to the 
prefent fituation of Home-Trade, and there 
might be fome little (hock given to our 
fumptuary Employ ments/and to thofe Shops 
and Shambles of Vice, the Vi&ualling 
and Liquor Trades 5 but God forbid , that 
wc fhou'd beunderftood to prompt thjc Ex- 
ceffes of the Age, in order to prefcrvc and 
encreafe that particular branch of Com- 
xncrcc. . . 

I doubt not to {hew the World, that wc :i i 
arc not obliged to run into Extremes and 
Extravagancies in Drefs to promote the Sil^ , 
Manufactures, tohaVe our poor People turn ; s 
Sors and Drunkards, to promote the Malt ; 
and Brewing Trade, or the rich to fupport , 
the Wine Trade 5 and fo of other Madneflcs £ 
which are the prefent Grievances of xhc t -i 
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The SilkManufaaurc, as it is now improv- 
ed and nfadc our own, is a very great help 
to Trade, as well the Home Trade as the 
Foreign Trade 5 and clpecially is a timely 
relief to us, in the prefent evident decay 
of our Woollen, which I call our National 
Manufa&ure ; and 'tis not only necefiary to . 
us in Trade, but it is\fo in it fclf alfoj ■ 
nor is it to be all charg'd to the Account of 
our Vice or our Pride : We may be as 
Proud, and as Vain, and as Gay, as Luxuri- 
ous, and as Vitious in our Woollen Manu- 
facture, as in our Silk, and I doubt wc arc 
fo. 

The Silk is ordinarily the wear and drefs 
of the Ladies, and I am not willing to be 
fo unjuft, as to lay all the Pride at their 
Doors. I doubt there is not fo much Odds 
between the Sexes as to Crime j but 
that if they were all join d in our account of 
publick Follies, they would have little reafon 
to complain of partiality : But this is what I 
think maybe infilled on, aReformation might 
effedt Trade in many particular things, but 
need not overthrow and deftroy it in general. 

The Silk Mauufa&urc might be very con- 
fiderable in Efigland, if the Ladies went a 
little more modeftly drefs'd, if they were 
a (little lefs Curious, lefs Extravagant, lefs 
Exoticki and abated a little of their Excelfts. 
. The Wine Trade would ftill be very 
Conftderable, tho* the ^Gentlemen abated 
1 their 
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their immoderatef^rinkiag, and went Home 
now and then a little fooner, and a little 

■ 

fobercr. 

The Malt and Brewing Trades, the Dit 1 
tilling Spirits, and die Importation of B*a* 
dy might foe ftill very great Articles in out 
Trade, and all together be very gceat fup* 
ports to the publick Revenue, and to the 
Government, tho' not fo great as they now 
are, if the number of Alchoufes were a 
little lefs, and tho' the Gin-fhops and Bean, 
dy*(hops were fewer by fome thou&nds. 

Trade need not be deftroy'd, tho* Vice 
were mortally wounded, much lefs need 
we be oblig'd to encourage FlamingjLuxu- 
f ry for fear of difeouraging our Commerce 
| kficning our Revenue, or (forcing oocltaor. 
But there are Vices in Trade, which 1 
wou'd diced the Complete Tradefmen t* 
avoid, and which tend indeed to deftroy 
our Trade, to wound it in the moft tendet j 
parts, and to expofc it, in the End, to a 
total Decay, if not to Death and Define 
tion 5 I mean as to itsprofperous and flou* , 
rifhingCircumftances. It is true, while the# 
are People, while we are a populous, a nu- 
merous Nation, we muft have Trade, Peo- 
ple make Trade of were ncoqfiky, and for 
*ncre ncceflity Men muft have .Food atfi 
.Clothes, and that alone will continue foroc , 
Trade; but this will not fupport the de- 
cree of Ttadc :w-hifeh tmb smkiui&fo 
■ ■ . . - * to 
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to make cur Trade be what we 

and flourifhing- nr. - 

Nor indeed will the Home-Trade of Eng- 
land, in a few more Years, be like what it 
flow is, if tfc do not enter inn feme new 
Meafures for its fupport; and this is what 
I woud move the Complete Englifb TxadcT- 
men to confider. 

The firft and main thing is this, that 
While we&recall'd Home Traders, we ihou'd 
not be promoters of Foreign Xxadc in pre* 
judice of our own. 

It has been of great weight in my Direc- 
tions to the Complete Tradefmen, in order 
to perfuade him to go on fuccefsfully, 
that he fhou'd not be above his Bufinefs, 
that he ihou'd not be afham'd of his Shop 
or -of his Counter, that he fhou'd be dili- 
gent in all his Affairs, that he fhou'd add Ap- 
plication and Induftry, in his Bufmefs, to 
Knowledge and Experience of his Bufinefs. 

But let me add, if our Manufactures arc 
th* Tradefmens Life, if they are his Trade, 
why (hou'd they not be his Wear? why 
fhould the Merchant be above his own Ma- 
nufactures? 'tis an abfurdity in Trade; and 
however frequent it be, it cannot be pleaded 
for; that whereas the Confumption of the 
Manufacture is the Life and Soul of the Ma- 
nufacturers, and of the Tradefmen that deal 
in it, thofe Manufacturers and Tradefmen 
Ihou'd with-hold their Hands frojn that Con- 
r - ' fumption, 
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fumption, and be above wearing the Manu- 
factures they get their Bread by. 

It is an unhappy humour; which at pre- 
fent, I may fay, runs in the Blood of this 
whole Nation, (viz.) that while we fecial- 
moft all the Nations, in Europe labouring 
to difcourage our Maflufafture, and to wear 
their own , however inferior in goodnefs j 
while we fee them Diligent to promote 
• their own Growth, and employ their own 
Poor, and rather to content themfelves with 
worfc and meaner things, I mean as to 
Cloathing, than they wou'd othcrwifc make 
ufe of, that they may encourage and employ 
their own People 5 we fee our own Nation 
at the fame time jricastt jw ith 'any.. Foreign 
Manufa&ure, rather than their, own, and* 
choofuig to drefs in the tawdry and forry 
trifles of Strangers, rather than in the much 
more valuable Articles of their own Work- 
manfhip 5 as if they were Sick and Surfeit* 
edwith their own Manufa&ures, and will- 
ing to fee their own People ftarve, rather 
than v encourage them by wearing the_ very 
Goods they Sell. 

I have only room to add, that while we 
pra&ife this, we ought never more to com- 

plain of the Decay of our Trade, 

• » - . 

• t : . , 

' FINIS. 

« * 
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